At the ol every
r:_ ﬂhﬂu
wﬂurwﬂlﬂ school
admission. This }-rhuhum
no exception. By this time, in
mrﬁnfﬂ!mhnh.m
tests have been completed.
From the statistics of vacant
seats and the number of can-

certained, it appears that the
pressure of admission seckers
is greater on those schools,
both government and private,
which carry a good name. In
some schools, the total num-
ber of admission seckers is ten
to fifteen times the number of
vacancies in a class. There was
an extreme case -in the
Government Laboratory High
Schook: for 180 seats in class |,
4500 candidates took the test.

There are 16 rnment
boys' and 8 giris’ schools in
Dhaka. For obvious reasons,
they bear the brunt of the ad-
mission pressure. |l appears
that this year the Secondary
and Higher Secondary
Education Board, Dhaka took a
step, though palliative in na-
ture, instructing all govern-
ment schools under it to admit
10 per cent more students
than last year in all classes.
The Board sources also poin-
ted out that it has already
introduced, where feasible,
double shifls in some schools
o ecase the pressure. The
Government Laboratory School
operates three shifts.

Sources in the Primary
Education Directorate said
that, .in view of the govern-
ment decision to introduce
compulsory primary education
in the wholc country from this
year, there is no problem of
admission in government pri-
mary schools. as they are un-

By A S M Nurunnabi

der obligation teo accept all
students whe seck admission.
There is, however, a snag hcre
Government primary schools
are mostly attended by siu-
dents ol poorer classes. This
class distinciion tends to
compound the problem of ad-
mission in the lower classes ol
the high schools, both gov-
ernment and private. There is
also a prevailing netion that
governmenl primary schools
are poor in standard and facili-
tes.

What is the reason [or
greater admission re on
certain schools than on oth-
ers? The obvious answer is the

such schools have built
up'by virtuc of their academic
performance. Even in respect

of government schools, such
common notion of diflfcrential
image opcrates. This aspect of
the pmb]em was raised in dis-
cussion with a high-level
source in the Education Board.
As learnt from the DBoard, to
narrow down any gap in stan-
dard among governmeént
schools, the Board has becn
steadily working for balanced
development of all the schools
under it. Under this policy,
appropriate transfer ol tcach-
ers is made from time to lime
to shore up image of such
schools where therc¢ is necd
for it.

There is another aspect of
the problem. The genceral idea
of difference in standard op-
erales not only in respect of
government schools but also
between government schools
on the one hand and private
schools on the otHer. Some
privale schools enjoy a reputa-
tion cqual to that of the best
government schools. Notwith-

Parents anxiously waiting outside during admission test at a city school.

School Admission Conundrum

standing this, it is fclt, by and
large, some private schools
lack in satislactory standard. In
this context, it may contribute
to the casing ol pressure on
the good schools i the existing
gap In standard bciwern Lhe
two calcgories of schools can
be bridged over with recrud
tment ol suitable tcachers and
provision of relevant Facilitics

Government perhaps has
not much control over private
schools in admission matlers
I, however, scems Lhey will be
well-advised i, as in the casc
of governmenl schools, Lhey
also allow 10 per cent more
admission in all classcs this
ycar. Somclimes in privale
schoals, the admission proce:
dure’is vitiated by the system
of accepting donations or
other substantial gifts. Such a
sysiem only puts a premium on
extra-academic considerations
at the expense of merit,

In the opinion ol obscrvers,
to mect the challenge of the
needs ol the burgeoning stu-
dent population, long term
planning for building e¢duca-
tional infra-structure is ncces-
sary. That, however, involves
considerable financial oullay
and a time factor. In the short
term, it is [elt, the private
schools should be encouraged
to play a greater role in tack-
Hng admission problems as per
guidelines to be given by gov-
cernmenl. To counter the no-
tion of image differential
among the schools, greater at-
_tention neceds be paid to im-

prove the standard of thosc
schools lagging behind, so thal
no siluation ariscs where there
arc vacant seats in sonic-
schools and an inordinate
pressure on others
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Clinton to press for
war crimes trial of

Serbian President

WASHINGTON, Jan 15:
President-elect Bill Clinton
said he will press for the war
crimes trial of Serbian
President Slobodan Milosevic,
seen in the West as the
Bosnian Serbs' main backer.

"Some of the things that
have been done there plainly
violate international law,”
Clinton said on the ABC televi-
sion network's 'Prime Time
Live  programme.

The question of whether
he is a war criminal depends
upon what he ordered, of what
he knew about that he could
have stopped, under the
Nuremberg rules,” Clinton
said, "l certainly think that
should be 1nmtigatecl

He said he would press
hard jor a trial.

The administration of
President George Bush has also
called for a trial of the Serbian
leader who recently beat back
an election challenge by Milan
Panic, who campaigned for a
praceful end to the turmeil in
the fgrmer Y via.

Mcanwhile, the leader of
Bosnia's Serbs lashed out at
the European Community and
the United Nations in com-
ments published Friday and
said his pcople will not Euﬁe
under international ure.

Rejecting an EC deadline of
six days Jor Bosnian Serb ac-
ceptance of key points of the
Geneva peace phn Radovan
Karadzic accused the European
Community of acting in an
“arrogant and insolent way."

"This is the twilight of the
international institutions and
the United Nations,” he said,
in comments published by the
Bdlridcbuad Tanjug news

His toughly worded state-
ment, to Serbian radio and
television late Thursday, ap
peared calculated to show re-
solve amid accusations by even

more radical Senbs that condi-
tional acceplance by Karadzic
of the Geneva plan countered
Bosnian Scrb interests.

AL leader
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undcr Raozan thana was al-’
tacked by a group masked as-
sailants at 12 noon while hold-
ing a mecting with the mem-
bers of the union inside the UP
office, police added.

The assailants armed with
automalic weapons arrived at
the union office and opened
fire on Akter who instantly
succumbed to his bullet
wounds, police also said
adding that a member of the
union also reccived minor bul-
let injuries during the sniper
attack.

Alter the attack the gunmen
hurriedly fled the spot, wit-
nesses said. Police rushed Lo
the spot but could arrest
none.

Tension has been prevailing
in Raozan thana, 25 miles off
the city, since the incident.
Protesters barricaded thc
Chittagong-Kaptai Road dis-
rupting communicalion, ac-
cording to police and wit-
nessés. A case has becen filed
with Raozan thana,

Awami League Ilecaders
blamed NDP activists for the
killing. Today's murder is the
third political killing over I'.hi‘.‘
past I.hﬂ:l‘:' days.

L P ﬂrqum
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Biswa Ijtema
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da Zia and lcader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina have given sep-
arale messages expressing the
hope that the suecessful hold-
ing of the congregation would
play a signilicant role in
strengthéning the brotherhood
of Muslim Ummah.

Prime Minister . Bcgum
Khaleda Zia has laken special
interest and directed the ‘con-
cerned ministrics to lake  all
necessary measures for hold-
ing Biswa ljtema
and pcacefully.

The Ministry of llcalth has
placed two ambulances, and
formed an eighl-member sani-
tation team to look afler Lhe
necessary sanitation facilitics.
Similarly all doctors and
paramedics of Tongl hospital
have been dirceted Lo render
whole time scrvices (o the
people atlending the congre-

gation.

Bangladesh Railway started
running of special trains from
yeslerday till January 20 to
[acilitate the travelling of the
participants of the Biswa
ljtema. .

.~ Besides, all intcr-city trains
excluding the Mahanagar will
stop at Tongl Stalion lor two
minutes.

Special ticket counters have
been opened at Tongi Station
for convenience of the devo-
lees. : ;

h Road Transport

arranged special bus and
coaster services for the devo-
lees.

Minister for lHealth and

Wellare Chowdhury Ka-
mal [bne Yusuf, Works Minister
Islam Mfah and State
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Minister for Religious Affairs
| Prof. Abdul Mannan had alre-
ady visited the venue of the
congregation to sce for them-
selves the ‘arrangements made
{ for the participants, They
assured the Biswa
Committee that all facilitics

would be made available for the

m by the government,

—— e oo

Bﬂ'tur Cummlndtrl of the Liberation War at a re-clptmn in their 'hunmu- or gﬂmud by

Muktijoddha Sammilani Sector-5 at the Hotel Sundarban yesterday.

‘Accident claims 6 more
Ijtema-bound men

By Staff Correspondent

Six devolees were killed
wheén a minibus bound for the
Tongi Biswa I[jtcma rammed
the raflings of a bridge and fell
into the river below in
Narsingdi district carly Friday.

Another 11 persons wcere
injured in the accident which
took place at about 2-30 am al
the bridge near Marjia of
Raipura thana ol the district,

The injured were admitled

to the Dhaka Medical Collcge
Hospital.

The minibus was carrying
devotees from the Kanaighat
thana in Sylhet district,

In a simiflar accident on
early Thursday, cight devolees
were killed and another 47
infjured when a bus [rom
Jessore hit a bridge railings
and fell into the river Isamali
at Uthuli of Shibalaya thana in
Manikganj district, 79 kilome-
tres ofl Dhaka.

The victims included the
brother of a minister.

In Narsingdi accident, four
persons dicd on the spot while
two others succumbed Lo their
injuries at the Narayanganj
Hospital.

Our Narayanganj corre-
spondent said that all the vie-
tims, except Irfanullah (45) of
Kanaighat, rcmained unident-
"Tied.

Our DMCIll correspondent

reporis: The injured admitted
to the hospital were: Abul
Kashem (40), Abdul Khaleg
(30}, Siddik Al (30), Mashuk
Ahmed (38), Abdul Noor (30).
Abu Sukkur [25), Fariduddin
(17}, -Abu Ahfeed (40), Abu
Syeed (20) and (wo eother
unidentified males.

4 die of diarrhoeca
at 1jtema camp

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Jan 15: Al least
four devotees died today at
Tongi as diarrhoea broke out at
a camp built for the partici-
pants of Biswa [jtema.

Another 150 were given
ireatment for diarrhoea and
other diseases. Of the diar-
rhoea affected patients two
were taken to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) in a critical condition.

Of the four dead two died at
the Tongi Hespital and two
others at the Ijtema ground.
They were identified as Abed
Ali (55) of Sokhipur of Tangail
district and Abdul Majid (90)
of Bannapara of the Haluaghat
thana of the dis-
irict. The names of two others
could not be known.

Violence in Delhi
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Muslim shops were shut for a
general sirike.

In Bombay, Muslims today
waved black flags and hurled
curses at Prime Ministcr
Narasimha Rao as he toured
areas of the metropolis bruised

smoothly

Authorities and Private Bus

ljtema -

by 10 days of non-stop reli-
gious sirile.

Security forces cordoned ofl
south-central city districts and
ordered residents not to come
out of their homes as a meotor-
cade carrying Rao wound its
way through streets littered
with wreckage of cars and
trucks, witnesses said,

"You have haiched a con-
spiracy to finish  ofl the
Muslims,” screamed Muslims
P-at Reay Road as the premier on

a day's trip to riot-hit Bombay
cruised through the partly gut-
ted residential and business
district, they said.

Police said Rao, during his
90-minute lour visited at Jeast
six of the 14 riot-torn neigh-
bourhoods but did not stop 1o
talk to people.

Reuter says, Rao warned
India today it was in danger of
breaking apart [ communal

hatred that triggered in
Bombay was allowed to fester
and spread.

"If this couritry fﬂraakts
secularism it will break. | am
absolutely convinced of that,”
Rao told reporters afler toyr-
ing riol-hit areas of Bombay.

~Mcanwhile, . former Prime
Minister, V P Singh, leading a
band ef his supportiers, today
began an indefinite [ast at
‘Hutatma Chowk' here, de-
scribing his act as an appeal
for peace in the riot-ravaged
megapolis.

"I want to share the sorrow
of the bereaved familics,” Sin-
gh, observing silence, scrib-
bled on a piece ol paper res-
ponding to journalists’ qucrics,
as he sat at the pandal surro-
unded by scores ol sceu-
ritymen. '

Singh said "If all of us intro-
spect and eschew appeals of

hatred, a path will bc found.”

He was joined by Janata Dal's
stale unit leaders including
Mrs Mrinal Gore, Mrs Pramila
Dandavale and others.

PTl says a senior Shiv Scna
lcader has claimed that the
Sena planned and initiated the

" demolition of the Babri Masjid

but Bal Thackcray, the Sena
chicf says it as an absolutcly
spontancous act, although he
maintains, 7l wanted a demoli-
tion.”

“The entlire planping was
the Shiv Sena's and the men

who led the demolition be--
-longed lo the Shiv Scna,”

Jaibhagwan Goyal, president of
the North India branch of the
Shiv Sena told t-"ldi.‘[‘} magaing
Newstrack. ..~

Related Story on Page 5

Gulshan Park yesterday.

Shoppers at a Meena Bazar vrganised by Zonta Cluhb I at
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Sector .
commandars
recap war
memories

After 22 years since the War
of Liberation the Sector
Commanders and leading [ree-
dom fighters of the country
met together yesterday
evening at a city hotel to recall
the memories of the most glo-
rious chapter of the national
history, BSS.

Mukti ha Sammilani, a
forum of the Sector Number-
Five, led by Lt General (Retd)
Mir Shawkat Al MP, arranged
the function to give reception
to the Sector Commanders of
the War of |

Commander of Sector No-
Three and former Army Chief
Major General (Retd) M
Shaltullah Bir Uttam, Lt
General [Retd) Mir Shawkat
Alf Bir Uttam of Sector No-
Five, Colonel (Retd) Kazi
Nuruzzaman of Sector No-
Seven, Lt Colonel (Retd) Abu
Osman of Sector No-Eight and
Major (Retd) Jainal Abedin,
Commander of the Sector No-
Nine atlended the reception.

Hartal observed
in Rajshahi

RAJSHAIL, Jan 15: Islami
Chhatra Shibir observed a half-
day hartal in the city today
(Friday) protesting the killing
of a Shibir activist and de-
manding punishment of the
killers, reports UNB.

Most of the shops remained
shuttered till 11.30 am and
buses remained off the road
during the hartal hour from 6
am o 12 noon.

The Shibir activist, Moham-
mad Yahia (20), died at Raj-

, shahi Medical College llospital

ol his injurics sustained during
a clash with rivals -

IDLC to float

shares

By Staff Correspondent

The Industrial Development
Lecasing Company (IDLC) will
offer Taka 7.5 million worth of
ordinary shares for subscrip-
tion from today.

The first-and largest equi-
pment leasing company -of the
country, IDLC will offer 75,000
ordinary shares of Taka 100
cach at 50 per cenl premium
and subscription will comm-
ence with the opecning of
banking hours on the day and
will close on January 21.

Incorporated in 1985, the
company has an authorised
capital of Taka 100 million
which is divided into one mil-
lion erdinary shares of Taka
100 each. . |

Five forcign inslitutions
hold 45 per cent ol the shares
while another 45 per cent is
held by three local finaneial jn-
slitulions.

The foreign shareholders
include the Korea Develop-
ment Leasing Corporation, the
largest leasing company in the
Asia and Pacific region, Inter-
national Finance Corporation,
an afliliale of the World Bank,
Korea Long Term Credit Bank,
Aga Khan Fund for Economic
Development apd the German
Investment and Development
Company,

The domestlic companies
holding IDLC shares are the
Industrial Promotion and
Development Company, Cily
Bank Limited and Sadharan
Bima Corporation.

According to the company's
prospectus, the return on eq-
uity stood at 39:83 per cent
per share in 1991, 46.93 per
cent in 1990 and 33.4 per
cent in 1989,

Earnings pcr share stood at
Taka 60.32 in 1991, Taka 99.6

in 1990 and Taka 42.64 per
sharc in 1989 whilc cash divi-
dend during each of those
ycars stood at Taka 15 per
sharc.
~ Operational growth, in con-
tract amount increased by
39.62 per cent in 1991 while
it was 21.08 per cenl in 1990
and 17.63 per cent in 1989,

Net profit per share for the
next three years is projected
lo average Taka 40 under ex-
is conditions.

prospectus lists the

major risk faclors as: A major
change in the industrial policy
particularly in the texlile sec-
tor may allect the profifability
since the company's cxposure
is highest fn this sector: loan

recovery situation may worscen
il the court gementis
cannot be executed

and market share may de-
crease if large number of leas-
g companies are permitled
lo operate in the countlry.
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. Somalia's warring factions
sign truce accord

ADDIS ABABA, Jan 15: Somalia's feuding lactions signed a
hard-won accord today to declare a national ccasclire and dis-

arm their unruly militias. The agreement was signed in the
Ethiopian capital after more than a week ol bargaining by 14
factions, including those of rivals Mohamed Farah Aideed and
Ali Mahdi Mohamed, reports Reuter

Frenchman named as head
of Euro-Disneyland

PARIS, Jan 15: A Frenchman was named Friday lakc
over as head of Eure-Disneyland in April, n-phntn; the
American executive who oversaw the theme park ﬂ:

troubled first year. Euro-Disney SCA announced Friday

Robert Fitzpatrick, the company's chairman, will be replaced
April 12 by Philippe Bourguignon., currently president, re-

JERUSALEM, Jan 15: Israel today agreed to allow the Red
Cross to take medicine and letiers 1o mere Lhan 400
Palestinian deportees stranded in Seuth Lebanon, Defence
Ministry spokesman Oded Ben Ami said, reports AFP.
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the Ashuganj NGL fractionation
plant is awarded, given the

pivotal role of this facility”.
The mission ‘reminded’
that although the Government
of Bangladesh s financing the
plant and the Imple-
mentation Unit U} of
Petrobangla is executing the
implementationr supervision
contrael, "Lthese two activities

{ are still within the legal frame-

work of the Development
Credit Agreement and Project
Agreement for the Second Gas
Development Project.”

The government decided to
pay for the project afler the

World [Bank had refused o en-
dorse the terms -of the con-
tract, awarded to a Canadian
company, lollowing a sccond
evaluation of bids from Lhree
technically responsive firms
with financial proposals re-
vised, and the subsequcnt ex-
piry of the closing date of the
credit.

The Petrobangla's taking
more than a year to decide on
the contract and delays at vari-
ous other control points also
led to the lapse of the credit.
The money may now be di-
veried to the proposed Third
Gas Development Project.

But the Canadian company,
the Colt Enginecring Corpora-
tion, failed to sign the con-
tract, initialled November 9
last ycar, within the stipulated
time and conscquently the
Petrobangla encashed the bid
bond worth 150,000 US dolla-
rs on Novcember 26.

The tender was first [loaled

Mercury
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Aboul the foggy weather in
the beginning of January,
Hamiduzzaman said fog is very
normal during winter.

"Nevertheless, persisting
thick fog starting at night upto

entire country for consecutive
five days is somewhat not very
common.”

Sufficient moisture, fall in
temperature and prevailing
light wind during lEe winter
are instrumental to thick fog,
he added.

Asked about the storm that
lashed the country's north and
north-eastern districts re-
cently, the Met Office Director
said these were "violent thun-
derstorms” not uncommon but
unusual for this time of tHe
year.

"For example, also in
January last year, we expceri-
enced thunderstorm with
strong gusty wind over Dhaka,

Sylhet, Khulna, Jessere,
Barisal, Feni, Faridpur and
Pabna."

Explaining, he said January
is not.the month of tornado in
Bangladesh. It usually starts in
March and continues upto on-
set of monsoon in middle or
end of May

'Tnmadn is very common in

April of which April is the
most ideal," the Met Office
Director said.

He said that tornado fore-
casting cannot be done be-
cause of ils peculiar move-
ment, short duration and very
fast development.

Hasina

From Page | Col 7

various "black laws,” Hasina
said BNP now wants to remain
in power by applying repres-
sive laws as it had lost confi-
dence of the people.

She complained that more
than 5,000 political workers of
Awami League have been de-
tained in jail under the Anti-
Terrorism Act,

Presided over by Jhenidah
District Awami League presi-

dent Ayub Hossain, the meet-
ing was also addressed by
Meohammad Nasim MP, Moza-
flar Hossain Paliu, Dr Mostala
Jalal Mohiuddin, Matiar Rah-
man and Abdur Rashid.
Earlier, Hasina addressed
rallies al Darshana, Jibannagar,

|

Maheshpur, Kolchandpur,
Kaligan] and Shaflakupa.

mid-day covering almost the -

Bangladesh during March and -

WB threatens

for the
funded I[M. ln«.h.rly im
Even after the award of the
contract with substantial con-
cessions agreed during the
pre-contract negotiations, the
Coll Engineering Corporation
refused to sign the conlraet,
and at one stage asked for a
third bank guarantec for pay-
ment, an unprecedented claim
in recent years when (he
Government of Bangladesh is

pro-
poscd to n:icnd the bid valid-
ity upto January- 15 and con--
firmed that it would sign the
contract within the cxtended
bid validity peried. The firm
also asked for some changes in
the terms of payment in the
inftialled drafl contract, a plea
the I‘:.lruhnngh has been
refusing o agree to.

Officials said that the
Canadian company did not
show up to sign the contract
until yesterday, the rencwed
deadline.

But, they said, they are still
negoliating with the firm on
its proposals for change in
paymenl terms, and are ex-
pecling a positive oulcome
5 5

Polish ferry
capsize:54
bodies found

STRALSUND (Germany),
Jan 15 German and Polish
rescue tcams searched Friday
for signs of tife inside a Polish
[erry that capsized in the
Ballic Sca, killing al least 54
people. Experts said the
chance of finding anyone alive
was slim, reports AP,

Police at the search and
rescuce headquarters in the
northern German eity of
Stralsund said 54 bodics had
been recovered.

Iraq drives off
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gw;abdl:llaﬂf Kabbaj, spokes-
man for the UN Iraq-Kuwait
Observer Mission (UNIKOM],
said any | failure to comply

‘would be reported back to the

Security Council, which set the
deadline.

US Defense Secretary Dick
Cheny said Friday it was
“entirely possible” the United
States would strike Irag again |
if Saddam llussein docsn’t fully
comply with allied demands.

Asked in an interview with
the American network NBC-TV
whether another air sirike
might be necessary, Cheny
replied, "1 think that's cntipely
possible. | would hope it would
not be necessary, but there
shouldn’'t be any mistake on
his (Saddam's) part. We are
preparcd to do it again il we
have to."

Saddam Hussein will chal-
lenge Bill Clinton soon after
the President - elect takes of-
fice despite Wednesday's Allied
bombing raid, outgoing Secre-
tary of State Lawrence Eagle-
burger predicted Thursday.

"I could make you a bel thal
he will,” Eagleburger Lold re-
porters. "Hedl try to push
Clinton within the first month
or so of his being in office.”
Clinton takes office Wednes-

day.

JS session
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Sheikh llasina in the chair.

Political sources said the
parliamentary groups ol the
ruling party and the Opposi-
tion would decide their
respective strategies in fael ug
cach other on recent poli
developments in the region
after the razing of Babri
Mosque in Ayodhya and subse-
quent outbreak of communal
violence,

Indcfinite postponement of
the SAARC summil, repalria-
tion of Myanmar refugees and
stranded Pakistanis, and do-
mestic political and cconomic
issuecs are also expeeted to
raisc stormy debales in the
curreni session.




