Div 1l cricket

Sports Reporter
Western Club beal Asad
Chub by two wicketls
in the Second Division cricket
‘lu,‘ur at the Dhanmuondi
Cricket &l-dhmmmulw
Batting first Asad Spert
were all out for 117 in 23.
overs with Romel topsco
with 38 while Krishna a
made 20 and 12 respec-
tively.
' Rana, Misha, Riyadh and
Tasfeen cvenly shared eight
wickets among them. for
mm
Western Club made 118 in
overs with two wickels o
. Rumon with 29
‘while Barek made 25 for
Western Club,
. Romel ook three wickets
for 19 while Sharmin bagged
two wickels conceding 27 for
Azad Chub.
.  Rayerbazar AC will play
Cantonian Sports Club in te-
. day's only maich at the Dhan-
« mondi Club ground.

-DUTA beat BSJA

The Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (DUTA)
beat Bangladesh Sports
Journalists' Association (BSJA)
by eight wickets in a friendly
cricket match at the Jagannath
Hall ground yesterday. reports

Batting first, BSJA scored
158 for 6 in 30 overs with
Nayan making 28, Kamalur
Rahman 24 not but, Partha 22,
Dilu 14, Salam 11 and Rumi
10.

In reply, DUTA were 159
for 2 in 28 overs with Chinu

scoring a superb unbeaten 95 |-

and Rumi 24.

President Cup final today

mania meet Pol-
onia Warssawa in
the fnal of the
scventh Presi-
dent Gold Cup
football toumament at four this
aflternoon at the Dhaka
Stadium. Krylia Sovetov of
Russia fight it off with Housing
Bank of South Korea to decide
the third position and a purse
of 5000 dollars in a match
scheduled to start at 1 pm at
the same venue.

FC Ploesti set up a clash
with their east European op-
ponents with a one-nil victory
against Krylia Sovetov of Russia
on Thursday, January 14, in
the second semifinal. Earlier
Polonia Warszawa had reached
the final with a 2-0 wvictory
against Housing Bank of Korea
on Wednesday.

The final which promises
cash awards of 12000 and
8000. US dollars to the cham-
pions and runners-up respec-
tively, has been touted by the
organisers to be a "classic con-
test of tough, scientifie foot-
ball."

The Bangladesh Football
Federation who [ailed to set
the public imagination aflame
despite vigorous media public-
ity of this over Taka fifteen
million ‘extravaganza intro-
duced prize money for the first
time in the history of this in-
frequently organised meet.

With the champions and the -

runners-up destined to eal up
20000 dollars the third posi-
tion holders will be left with a
prize of 5000 dollars.

FC Ploesti with their flair

FC Ploesti of Ro-

Sports Reporter

for attacking and positional
foolball have already estab-
lished themselves as the most
serious bidders of all the teams
in this cleven-day meet which
ends today amid (anfare.
However, Polonia Warszawa

are certain Lo give Ploesti a run

for their money. Their oyster-
ish' attitude in the semifinal
which left the spirited South
Koreans dased and broken ir-
reparably showed their deep
reserves of strength.

The Poles scored two guick
goals in the second half to nul-
lify an interrupted session of
Korean dominance in the first
half.

At a press conlerence called
at a local hotel on the eve of
the final, rs of both the
finalists expressed optimism.

Domitru Condrache, Lhe
Romanian manager, alluded to
the Poles as a very good tcam
but ‘We will win the trophy as-
serited the Ploesti manager.
More guarded was Slowomir
Pawloski, the manager of
Polonia Warszawa.

Our players will try Lo en-
tertain the local football fans.
We are a bit handicapped as
two of our players are carrying
injury. Nevertheless we will

square up to the skilled
Romanians.s

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, the chiel patron

of this tournament, is ex-
pected to give away the prizes
as Lhe chiel guest.

Finance 'Minister Saifur
Rahman, chairman el Lhe or-
ganising committee will be in-
troduced (o the playcers prior
to the final,

“ 1o

over with fireworks.

Bangladesh Television and
Radio Bangladesh will cover
both the maltches live

Speclators who cannol or
do not rcly on the cleetronie
media will be charged Taka 25
each. Tickets will be available
al the stadium counlers from

11.30 am onwards.

Meanwhile, the organisers,
Bangladecsh Feotball
Federatton, [aced with the

harsh reality of having onc of
the! efforts summed up as
somelLhing starting with a bang
and ending with a whimper,
have armungod an assortment of
entertainment outside the
bounds of the gamic. Sajjad
Hossain Ranwan, who canx all
the way [rom Narsingdi (o
display his magnctic skills
with the foolball, will be there
de some amuscment o
the spectators before Lhe ball
is actually sct rolling.

The whole ‘lamasha’ will be
Quile a
“l{.tn drown the whimpu of

re, ranging frem the poor
show of the two local tcams
Bangladesh Reds and Greeris
to the want of pragmatism en
the part of the organisers!

Juvenile soccer

Chandpur Bhal 3hal Spor
ting Club defeated Tejkunipara
Nattyamcla Krira Chakra by
four goals to nil in the only
match of the Jadukar Samad
memorial juvenile soccer tour-
nament at the Outer Stadium
yesterday.

lfabu nelted (wice and
Bappi and Suman once cach
for the winng¢rs.

Moni fails to avert Biman crash

Sports Reporter .

Bangladesh Bim-
an skip Ena-.
mul Huq Moni
performed a won-
derful allround
' i act but Rubel
stole the show with a last-ball
four te steer Victoria Sporting
Club to an enthralling one-
wic ket viclory pver Shaheed
Jewe|- Mushtaq memorial
chanpions in the Navana
Premicr Division league tie at
the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium ycsterday.

Moni, a member of the na-
tional squad who engineered
his side's victery in the previ-
ous game with a superb all-
round display, almost did the
redemption act for Biman lo
ensure a lace-saving tie against
Victoria when he sent back
Prince with the penultimate
delivery of the match but Rubel
kept _bis cool and cracked a

Volleyball
leagues on

Sports Reporter

The 1992-93 NBL Dhaka
Metropolis First Division and
Second Division volleyball lea-
gues began simultancously
yesterday at the Outer Stadium
wvolleyball court.

Two maltches of the First
Division and one match of the
Second Division leaguc were
decided yesterday.

Titas Club oulplayed Mada-
rtek Club 15-0, 15-3, 15-2
while Bangladesh Rifles de-
feated East End Boys 15-1, 15-
2. 15-1 in the two First
Division ties.

Jiban Bima Krira Sangstha
got the better of Srijoni Sang-
sad 15-0, 15-2, 15-1 in the
only match of the Second

n league. ;
Sevenleen teams in
ps are participating in the

Lwo
. First Division league.
: They are Titas Club, Power
‘Development Hoard, Wari Club,
- Textile Mills Corporation, Fire

 Service, Brothers Union, Dilk-

usha Sporting Club, Nabaja-
—garani Sangha and Madarick
Club in Group A and Bangla-
desh Rifles, Bangladesh Police,
Water Development Board,
'Enll End Club, Sonali Bank,

Mills Corporation, Azad
. Club, Dhaka Greens
: Fast End Boys in Group B.

Top two teams from each
group will play in the semilfi-

—. Nine teams are participat-
ing in the Second Division
league. They are Jiban Bima
Krira Sangstha, Victoria

ting Club, Nabajatak Majlis,
Bashabo Tarun E-n!ha and
Srijoni Sangsad in Group A and
Wanderers Club, San-
Club, Partners’' Club and
Bank Club in Group

The top two finishers from
either group will play in. the
semifinals. '

t of the Banigladesh
.vﬂﬂ Federation (BVF)
b ¢n Mahbubur Rahman,

psc inaugurate l..l'u: meels as

chied guest.
The BVF secretary Golam

Quddus Chowdhury was also

TODAY'S MATCHES
First Div: Police vs Dhaka
{Greens (3:30 .
. Warlvs 'lﬂ:mm .
BWDRE vs Azad SC (6:00 pm)
- Second Div: Naba jntnk vs
“Bashabo TS (5:00 Il'll}
l;‘lrtner:v B Bank (5:00
pm i

four — three runs more than
needed,

Former national skipper
Roquibul Hassan won the toss
for Victoria and invited tLhe
Biman batsmen to try their
luck with the bat.

igbal prophesied Biman's
doom with the last ball of the
fourth over of the game when
he sent Ahmed Faiyaz
Shaheen, the Biman opener,
back with a caught and bowled
effort for two with the score
on five.

Ahmed Igbal Bachchu, the
other opener, didn't lose nerve
and with his skipper Moni
handled the Victoria bowlcrs
well for the next 55 runs until

Selim Shahed found the chink

in his armour for 23,

Moni, however, had things
under control at the other{end
and he needed a solid support
and Shahnawaz Shahid Shanu
read his skipper's mind per-
fectly well. Together they oc-
cupied the crease for 18.4
overs that yielded 57 runs be-
fore Moni miscued a Shaikat
left-armer afier 73-ball 52,
emblazoned with eight bound-
aries.

Zakaria went for one just
one run later.

That was to be Vicloria's
only success for the next 84

runs as Mahbubur Rahman
Selim joined Shanu: for a 77-
ball fifth- wicket stand.

Shanu dominated the part-
nership cracking four f[ours
and four sixes before Igbal
claimed his scalp in his sccond
spell for 78. He stayed at the
crease for 87 balls and when
he left Biman had five balls
remaining in their innings.
And it didn't promote Biman's
cause as on the third ball of
the over Jahangir left and the
last three balls provided just a
single.

At the ¢nd the Biman score
rcad 202 for six_in 44 overs
with Igbal taking three wick-
cts for 16.

Victoria Sporting had a very
shaky start in their ehase of
the Biman score, losing the
first wicketl for only 27. Dalim
went caught by Shanu, and
Sclim Shahed edged a ball be--
hind the stumps. In both cascs

Ali Ahsan Babu was the bowler,
But Mukul, the other
opener, and Indian Raja

Venkat refused to buckle dewn
under pressure resulling in
Biman's [rustration for the
next 124 balls.

The pair pushed the lotal to
105 when Moni won Mukul's

DU sweep

From Our Enrreagﬂndent

MYMENSINGH, Jan 15;
Dhaka Universify clinched
both the men's and women's
badminton and table tennis ti-
ties in the 1993 inter-univer-
" sity indoor sports at ' the
Agriculture University gymna-
sium here yes

Dhaka Unh-:nlty outplayed
Rajshahi University 3-0 in the
final of the ntn':lyhaqmintnn.
The Dhaka University girls de-
feated

« 'women's final.

In the men's tahl: tennis fi-
nal Dhaka University beat

Jahangi University 3-0

while in. the women's event
University

they beat Rajshahi
3-0 to sweep the medals table.

Vice-Chancellor of the
Agriculture Univer-
essor Ashral Ali Khan
_distributed the prizes as chief
guest,

sity

wickel caught Rupam for 40.
Mukul's lucky knock with two
dropped calches had a 89 ball
span and sludded with two
fours..

Gautam Shome,
Bengal erickeler,

the West
wilked in

ipating in

Rajshahi University, also
by three sets to nil, in the

MONI ... 52 & 6 for 53
with a plan to step up the run
rale and with Raja Venkat he
added 44 runs in 34 balls be-
fore the latier offered Anwarul
Amin Azhar a catch lo become
Moni's second viclim for 64,
He hit four cracking shots
across Lhe fence and a huge
six.

The next few moments be-
longed 10 Biman as the bowlers
reduced Victoria from 149 for
four to 160 for six in the space
of just eleven balls. Gautam
Shome went for 21 off 26 balls
and Partha could manage only

Chess results

Sports Reporter

Zakia Sultana, Afsana
Parveen Nira and Selina Banu
Tuhin with three points from
four matches each were jointly
leading the table of the qualify-
ing meet for the 14th national
women's chess championship
at the National Sports Council
chess room yesterday.

Hamida Rahman and Halima
Khatun Mala have earned two
and a half points each.

Selina  Banu Tuhin beat
Zebunnesa Rina while Nira
drew with Zakia Sultana in
their respective fourth reund
malches yesterday.

The match between Afroza
Khanam Babli and Masuda
Begum was in progress at the
time of filing this report.

Babli and Masuda had two
and a hall points and two
points respectively against
their names at the completion
of third round last Thursday.

Fourteen players are partic-
the elimination
round with the top six finish:
ers qualifying for the final
round.

Defending champlun Rani
Hamid and runner-up Tanima
Parveen will play in the final
round on direct entries along
with Syeda Shabana Parveen
Nipa and Roxana Gulshan
Nikkon, the two rated women
chess players of the country.

SUB-JUNIORS

Defending champion
Shawkat Hossain Pallab with
full points led the table of the
13th national sub-junior chess
championship at the same
venue yesterday

Pallab beat .Jl:wcd Hossain in

his fourth round match yester-

Nazrul Islam and Abdullah
Al-Rakib are behind Pallab with
three and a halfl points each.

Those who have collected
three poinis each are Aril,

Bobby, Royal, Tipu, Nazmul and
Amin.

BBut Roquibul was not rady
to give in. The former nationial
caplatn held one ond up for 27
balls and in the meantine kept
up a run-a-ball rate. Thanks o
the veteran ericketer. Victoria
needed only four runs from the
last over and  with the skipper
around the task scemed a
picee of cake. Yet, what fol
lowed was a true, nail-biting
chimax.

Moni came Lo bowl Lhe last
OVL'T.

With the first ball he sent
Roquibul back, clean bowled.
Prince took two runs in the
next ball and the very next ball
he was gone, caught by Rupam.
The next ball yielded two runs
to put Victoria at par with
Biman. Moni struck again with
the [ifth, When Rubcl walked
in Vicloria needed one run Lo
win and Biman onc wicket to
snalch a thrilling tic,

Rubel swung the last ball 1o
the Ience and alas, Monit's [an-
lastic figures of six for 53 went
in vain.

TODAY'S MATCH

Surjo Tarun vs Gulshan
Youth (DCS)

Cowdrey's ordeal

LONDON, Jan 15: Kent
batsman Graham Cowdrey has
a second e¢ye operation using
laser surgery nt::t‘tw':dnesday.
reports Reuter.

Cowdrey, 28, had a similar

operation on His left eye last
October after the wearing of

contact lkenses for the past 10

years produced bouts of con-
junctivitis which foreed him to
miss maiches last season.

Cowdery said on Thursday:
know from experience that |
will lace 48 hours of discom-
fort but 1 want to be fit o go
on Kenl's pre-season lour to

Zimbabwe in March.”

;;;;

Sport

Nirman cricket
begins In City

Sports Reporter

Segunbagicha High Schoo!
moved into the Group C final of
the Dhaka zonal championship
for the eleventh Nirman scho-
ols cricket tournament which
began yesterday at two
different eily venues.

Segunbagicha High School
trounced Pallabi MI High
School by nine wickets at the

[ Dhanmondi Club ground while

Tejkunipara High School beat
Nawabpur Govt High School by
three wickets at the St
Joseph's School ground in the
two matches of the inaugural
ey

At the DCG, sent into bat,
Pallabi M1 Model High School
made ' 160 for the loss of nine
wickets In the allotted 35
overs.

Mr Sundries topscored with
a staggering 51 while Sajid,
Bakhtiar and Suman made 34,
26 and 15 runs respectively.

Latifl ook three wickets for
22 and Tanvir two for
29 while Tofazzel, Moazzem
and Reza got one ‘wicket api-
ece for Segunbagicha School.

Er:gunblgiclu School crui-
sed past their opponents’ total
nutking 161 w’ttﬁ ninc wickcts
L0 spare.

Tolazzel topscored with 66
and Tanvir made 48 while ¢x-
tras contributed added a
healthy 46 Lo the total.

Segunbagicha School will
take on the victors of the
match between Saint Joscph's
High School and Tejkunipara
High Schoo! scheduled for
January 22 in the Group C final
to be held on January 24,

TejRunipura High School
qualificd for the Group C semi-
final by registering a threc:
wicket victory over Nawabpur
High School at the Sainl
Joseph's School ground.

Batting [first Nawabpur
School were all out for a paltry
117 in 22:1 overs, 12.5 owrs
short of the stipulated 35
VTS,

Bikash topscored wilth 32
and Anvir made 12 while cx
lras amounted to 25.

Monju and Tushar clainied
four wickets apiece while
Lokman b another two
for Tejkunipara School.

In their turn, Tejkunipara
School made 122 for the loss
of seven wickets in 24 overs.

Once again, sundries top-
scored with 50 while Suman,
Nantu and Tushar made 25, 21
and 10 rcspectively for the
winners.

Anvir with three wickets for
22 was most successliul
Nawabpur School bowler whilc
Sohel took two wickets con-
ceding 29 runs. Khokon and
Apu got onc wickel apivee

Forly lour schools in cight |

groups arc participating in the
knockout meet with the group
champions playing in the final
round of the Dhaka zonal
championship.

Former president’ of the
Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board K Z Islam, who is also
the Managing Direclor of
Nirman International Lid, the
sponsors, declared the Dhaka
zonal championship open as
chief guest at’ the Dhanmondi
Club ground in the morning.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Blossoms International vs
Rahmatullah School (St Jos-
eph's School)

Post Office 'School vs Rifles
School (Golapbagh Ground).

‘Matthews to play

for Church:

MANCHESTER, England,
Jan 15: Former Australia
paceman Chris Matthews has
agreed to play league cricket
in England later this year for
Church, reports AFP.

S

Sadequl Huq duﬂnl his match in the national sub-junior
chess champmnlhlp at the NSC chess room vesterday.
-~ Star photo

1
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India, made heavy weathér 3"&

SYDNEY, Jan 15
Australia will have
lo reverse a 14-

year trend on Sa-

turday when they
square up against

West Indies in the World
Series Cup best-of-three games
final, reports Reuter.

Australia have never beaten
the West Indians in a best-of-

three seried at heme, despite

ALLAN BORDER
leading 1-0 in 1985/86 and
1988/89, and skipper Allan
HBorder believes the statistic is
all the motivation his side
noeeds,

“There's always a hell of a
lot to play for against them and
now we have just that little bit
morc incentive,” he said.

"It would be nice to put the
Cup on the shelf along with the
Tesl scries. Everyone realises
onc-day and Test cricket are
poles apart, but mz:unt you
gel a victory up it helps your
conflidence in the other form.”

Husl.rn]tm 1-0 up in the Test

DHAKA BATURDAY JANLAR‘& 16, 19'93

serics with two to play. will
mcetl a West Indian side on a
roll afler three successive wins
and determined not to et
standards slip.

‘When you are playing well,
you keep pressing. you don|
let up.” sald skipper Richic
Richardson

"Whenever people do well
they tend to relax, but you have
to grind people and grind
them into the ground as much
as possible. |'ve been trying 1o
instfll this into Lhe guys over
Lhe last few days =

With tours of New Zealand
and then England In prospect
for Australia, injuries to key
bowlers ltke Bruce Reid and
Mike Whilney have given the
final serfes added meaning for
the likes of Victorian seamers
Tony Dedcmaide and Paul
Reillel

But the bunt is still on all
over Australa for a talenied
new fast bowler, a breed sud
denly in short supply a genera-
tion after Lillee and Thomson.
So briel is the list that veteran
Terry Alderman is being
tipped to make yet another
Ashes Tour in May .

West Indies, as ever, have
no such problems and are
likely lo select four [ast
bowlers when they finalise
their team on the morning of
the malch.

[Jut Steve Waugh, who hit a
run-a-ball 64 against Pakistan
on Thursday, is convinced his
side will triumph. "The bowl-
ing has been tight all summer
and | definitdly think we've got
the side 1o win iU, he said.

‘Any wicket in Sydney suits
Australia and we don't lose oo
many games here”

[ean Joncs, who broke hiu.-.

Aussies, Windies won't let up

right thumb during his line in-

mings of B4 agains! Pakistan in
Melbourne on Tucsday, will
again bat at number threc with

a plastic protective shicld in
serted in his glove

The second final will be
played in Melbourne on
Monday with the third, if nec
essary also at the MCG on
Wednesday

RICHIE RICHARDSON

PROBABLE TEAMS

AUSTRALIA: Mark Taylor,
David [3oon, Dean Joncs, Steve
Waugh, Mark Waugh, Allan
Border [captain), Greg Mat-
thews, lan llecaly, Tony Dod-
emaide, Craig McDermotl, Paul
Reiflel

WEST INDIES: Desmond

Haynes, Brian Lara, Phil
Simmons, Richic Richardson
[captain), Keith Arthurton,

Carl Hooper, Junior Murray.
Curtly Ambrose, lan ishop;
Courtncy Walsh, Patrick Pat
[El"ﬂﬂ

NEW DELHI, Jan
15: Middle-order
batsman Gracme
Ilick returned to
jmtly form on
- Friday, but saw
his l:..ngllhh teammaltcs
struggle for victory in a warm-
up onc-day match here,
reports AFP.

The 26-year-old
Zimbabwean-born star, whosc
previous highest score on the
current Indian tour was 24,
slammed f[ive sixes and four
boundaries in a quickfire 93
against a hastily assembled
[nvitation XI.

But the tourists, preparing
lor ncxt week's [irst two one-
internationals

modest 203-run victory target
to serape through eight down

It was not the morale-booat-
ing win the English manage-
ment had hoped for following
the embarrassing nine-wicket
defeat at the hands of the
Indian Doard President’s XI on
Wednesday.

The home team ficlded 15
Delhi-based players through
the day, including India’'s star
all rounder Kapil Dev, who
made 33 in the team's 202 for
six in 50 overs but did not ap-
pear in England’s innings

The malch was ﬁxt:d by
former Indian captain Bishan
Singh Bedi alter the English
tourists had a five-day break
when Saturday's !dmduled in-
ternational in Ahmedabad was
cancelled due to Hindu-
Muslim riots. '

Seamer Paul Taylor and
newly-drafted leg-spinner lan
Salisbury claimed two wickets
each, hul lailed 1o stop Ranji
T‘mphy playcr Sapan Chopra
mrn hammering the English

with two balls to spare. ’

attack for a breezy 50 olf 48
balls.

Robin Smith, who made 30,
was the only other player be-
sides Ilick lo cross 16 as
England caved in to the spin of
leTt-armer Bharati Vij. who
finished with two for 47 from
10 uvers.

; 1',{%. '

L.RALME HIC l-( . 93

The tourists now travel
Saturday to Jaipur, where they

will play the first of six onc-day .

internationals on Monday. The
sccond match will be in
Chandigarh on Wednesday.

SCOREBOARD
Scurcbuud of the onc-day

Hick regains touch in time

cricket malch played betwceen
the touring Englishmen and an
Invitation X| at the Ferozeshah
Kotla Ground herc on Friday:

INVITATION XI:

Ajay Jadcja o Blakey b Taylor 0
Ajay Mchra ¢ Hick b

DeFreitas 3
Gautam Gadhcera st Blakey b
Tulnell 2

Gursharan Singh b Suhsbury 26

Kapil Dev b Salisbury 33
Sapan Chopra not out 50
Abhay Sharma b Taylor 45

Rajesh Puri not out 5
Extras: (b 3; Ibl4: wild4: nb7)38

Total: (for six wickets;, 50
overs) 202
Fall of wic lutf-,: 1-2; 2-5: 3-
23 4.74 5 fi'i -1 83,
Bowling: D M & W
DeFreitas 10° 1 46 |
Taylor 10 3 40 2
Tufncll 10 3 30 1
Recve 10 O 38 O
Salisbury 10 1 31 2
ENGLAND:
Smith ¢ and b Vij 30
Stewarl [bw b Kamal 12
Hick ¢ Negi b Wassan 93
Gatling Ibw b Vij 3
Fairbrother run out 16
Reeve ¢ and b Mchra 9
Blakcy Ibw b Maninder 11
DeFreitas not out 9
Salisbury nan ouf ' 6
Taylor nol out 3
Exiras: [[b 6; bl; wl; nb 3} 11
Tolal: {for cight wickets, 49.4
overs) 203
Fall ol wickets: 1-47; 2-59;
3-65; 4:-128;: 5-146;: 6-183: 7-
185; 8-197.
Bowling: O M R W
Wissan 7 l 1o l
Sonclhi 6 4 9 0
Karrnial 6 1 23 1
Arvind 1 O 16 0O
Vij 10 O 47 2
Maninder 10 2 26 ]
Mchra 94 O 59 i

LONDON, Jan 15:
Argentina and
Diego Maradona
nced each other
to make it back
to the top, accor-
ding to his compatriot Osvaldo
Ardiles, reports Reuter.

This is a crunch yecar for
both with national coach Alfio
Basile preparing a side for the
World Cup qualifying rounds in
August and September.

Basile is giving Maradona
his first international match
for 2-1/2 years in the prestige
friendly against Brazil in
Buenos Aires next month.

"Sevilla is not a sufficicnily
big club for Maradona to be
able to become the world
number one again with them,”
said Ardiles; who won the
World Cup with Argentina in
1978.

"But it is possible with the
national team. [ think that's
Diego's thinking.

"I don't think anyone has
been away from football as long
as Diego,” said Ardiles, who
played with Maradona when
Argentina defended their [irst
World titie in the 1982 World
Cup in Spain.
‘It's going to

be very hard.

He has a lot of things againsi

him, including his age."

"‘But he has this enormous
talent, I've seen him do in-
ercdible things when less than
hali fit.”

And with f[ootball a weam
game, Maradona has the advan-
tage of support from a national
side unbeaten in 23 maitches
since the 1990 World Cup A
nal, his last match for his

counitry when he won a na
tuonal record 79th cap.

Maradona, who reached the
summit when he led Argentina
to World Cup triumph in
Mexico in 1986, has strugglced
at Spanish First Division Scvilla
since he joined them from
Italy's Napoll in late
Seplember a month before his
32nd bll’lhdil}"

OSVALDO ARDILES

He was out of the game for

1-1/2 years because of a 15
month worldwide ban for
doping.

Ardiles doubts that
Argentina, d spite thelr (m-
pressive forn under Basile,
could win the World Cup in the
United States next year with

out Maradona.

‘1 don't think they are

strong enough (lor Lhat) but
they
Maradona,”
watched Basile s side come
from two goals down (o snaich
a draw against England .l
Wembley in' May 199 )

could do it with

said Ardiles, whao

Ard.lles encomium for Maradona

Argentina, who defend their
South Amcrica title in the
Copa Amcrica in Ecuador in
mid-ycar, must gct through
tough World Cup qualilying
matches against Colombia,
Peru and Parmguay.

"Qualifying is going lo be
very hard. Some of those
malches [away) arc real bat-
tles,” said Ardiles, who was
never involved in World Cup
qualifying tics

Ardiles, who waon the World
crown with Argenlina when
they were hosts in 1978 and
went o the 1982 tournament
in Spain without them having
to gualily because they werc
holders, added: "I hope they
do i, but it docsn't ook casy,

tle recalled that Arpgentina
only scraped into the 1986 (i
nals. They needed at lcast  a
draw at home apgainst Peru in
their final qualifier and were
2. 1 down until the last 10
minutes when former captain
Danicl PPassarclla surged up-
ficld to lay on an cqgualiscr.

‘H ihey get there they will

be among the favourites.’
Ardilos said
The 40-year‘old Ardiles

said he only rcalised the im-
porlance ol managers, in par-
ticular, Cesar Moenotli lor Uhe
Argcnlina side of 1978, when
he bocanmwe one himscll

Monotti won the 1978
World Cup mwre than the play
crs,” sald Ardiles who  wienl
inlo managcnent al Scound
Diviston Swindon in 1989 ajlwer
ending an illustrinus playing
carcer in England

lie addod, howeveir, that
‘training the national wam ol

your codntry and winning the
World Cup s the ulitfinai,”



