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" Computer Science
in Colleges

Ministers are dream merchants, il not anything
else. You read their speeches given on the most
incredible creations and at places as unbelievable
over-all of our lifelong days, and you are sure (o
disembark on a dreamland. Wonderful it would be
if half their pictures of soctety and pramises (o
people came true. Even a quarter of that could
raise our people from the mire they are dipped
now up to their neck.

The Education Minister has said on Tuesday
that 'computer science’ would be introduced at
the college level. If enough teachers and funds
were available, he was ready to take the comput-
ers even to the schools. This is a very elevating
thought considering educational situation. In [act
any mll:lgr or even school worth its name, in a
matter years, would go for computers if only
because the children of Norbert Weiner and Von
Neumann — thanks to that prodigy Steven Jobs —
have become accessible even to middle-income
people, not to speak of organisations like colleges
and schools. But here is a catch. Taking comput-
ers to colleges and the science of it are not the
same thing.

A very knowledgeable venerable retired judge
once enquired of his grand-daughter studying cy-
bernetics or the science ol the computers, and
computer technology at as famous an institution
as the Khar agpur IIT, "What makes you to wasie
so many years and so much money and undertake
so much travel trouble when every other lane in
Khulna and Rajshahi nol to speak of Dhaka, has
academics offering compuler knowledge and
skill?" "If they do not do it effectively, they would
simply run out of business,” the old man said. The
brilliant grand-daughter did not have a ready an-
SWer.

There is nothing wrong in expecting that
sooner rather than later not only the compulers
but their science as well would travel Lo the col-
leges. But at the same (ime it is quile true that
our overall social perception of the computers —
with almost all educated people taking part — is
that of PC's being used as word processors and
hardly anything more. It is for us and for all prac-
tical purposes a modified kind of typewriting or,
for the printer, an improved typesetter. College
education hardly is the right place for imparting
these skills which can be had at any wayside
establishment.

Not unlike chess or gymnastics, the computers
and even their science are observed more quickly
and wholly by the youngsters. It could
simply be wonderful if all our colleges were to
teach the science of computers as it should be
taught.

However. as Dhaka is not the whole of
Bangladesh, all our colleges do not operate in Lhe
capital city. What is indeed the state of our col-
lege-level education oul there in the mofassil, or
the state of school education that feeds the col-
leges? It is pertinent to relate the question of the
quality of education in general in these institu-

tions with the question of their being able to
put the introduction of computer science o good

use.
Se¢ [ar no one has talked about the improve-
ment of the education that is being imparted.
That was a far more imporiant thing.

Shame for the Society

Bangladesh society is reasonably tolerant, if not
creditably liberal. This is the main reason for the
nation's overwhelming support for a modern legal
system — both civil and criminal. Even in case of
socially arranged local arbitration, the judgments
given are more lenient than needlessly harsh.
Religious orthodoxy. despite its influence on
some areas of life; has not enjoyed any favour in
the matter of gram shalishi (village court). Unlike
Pakistani society. ours has ever remained moder-
‘ate in its view on many religious codes. But
sometimes religion is distorted by its half-edu-
caled or ill-educated agents only with motives to
serve their own inleresis. | .

One such incident took place in Chhatakchara

village under Kamalgonj thana, Moulvibazar.
Reports carried in a seclion of our local press
speak of a barbaric trial, best suited to the dark
Middleage, that was carried out by order of a
vengelul moulana named Abdul Mannan. The
moulana, irked as he was on refusal of his
marriage proposal to a young woman whose hus-
band had left home years ago, was looking for the
opportune moment to strike. This he got when
the woman was married to another man of the
same village by her parents. At the trial— most
likely to have been arranged and mock — he pro-
nounced perhaps the most sensational of fatwas
ol our time on the ground that the marriage was
unlawful. Accordingly, the young woman was
buried waist-deep in the ground and hurled at
101 stones. Her husband and father were pun-
ished with 50 lashes. according (o one report.
But, according to another report, her parents
were nieted outl the same punishment as hers.

The dilferent versions notwithstanding, the

essential truth remains that the most ghastly and
bizarre trial could be held in this country after we
had served our integral connection 22 years back
with Pakistan where punishing criminals with
throwing stones is still in vogue among some
tribes. Aboul one thing, moreover, the reports
agree that the young woman was planted in the
ground and 101 stones were thrown at her.
Finally, she chose to end her life by drinking
poison and only death brought her the relief she
sought. |

It is clear that the moulana was influential and

held sway over others in the village. He gave a
damn to the existing laws of the land. Neither did
he consider the humanitarian aspécts of the mat-
ter. Even i the woman did wrong, it was none of
the moulana's business to punish her in the
shameful manner he did. He has committed the
worst crime against humanity and, more, violated
the laws of the land. An exemplary punishment is
what he deserves: for as a "religious leader” his
action carries meaning for society, *

"The Child Factor in the Garments Trade

by Hameeda Hossain

ENATOR Tom Harken's

bill mhlm o use “-l::|

mar power to
imports of garments from
factortes ¢ ing children
below the age, I the
Child Labour Deterrence Act is

passed, nis
g gugusall bpone
ILO Conventions and the
protective legislation written
into its own Factory Aet of
1966. Most human rights and

women's righ

compliance of the laws in
export industries, but will the
sudden termination of
children under 14 years from
the garment sector alone
provide the other conditions
o improve their quality of life?

Announcement of the im-
pending bill has sent alarm
bells ringing. The BGMEA is
concerned with costs.
Compliance with it will mean
an added budget of approxi-
mately Tk 200 more to re-
placed each with an adult
woman worker. Will Bangla-
desh thus lose its competitive

mnhg.--?

The bill has created more
despair amongst the ranks of
the "exploited labour” which it
secks to protect. A child's in-
come is crucial to the survival
of poor [amilies. An estimated
55,000 children earning ap-
proximately Tk 300 to 500 as
helpers in the garment facto-
ries are faced with termina-
tion.

Before the US Senate sets
itself up as an international
monitor on labour codes, it
will do well to examine thg
consequences of this bill for
Bangladesh's garment labour
force. It needs to explore the
alternatives available for child

labour in Bangladesh, as well as

lo recognise the incidence of

child exploitation in growing

pockets of poverty including
within its own boundaries.

Characteristics of
Child Labour
The econcern with child

rights is well taken but one
should also weigh the practical

EW food shortages are

" in the cards for develo-

ping countries by the

end of this decade. Unless

governments invest more in

agricultural development, "the

global food situation is headed
for disaster.”

So warned the Washington-
based International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI) in a
paper delivered at an
International Conference on
Nutrition organised here by
the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO] and the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) early this month.

The Institute projected a
shortfall of B8 million tons in
the amount of food available to
Third World countries in the
late 90s.

"Only Asia would see a food
surplus, with an estimated 36
million tons in excess of its
needs,” IFPRI Director General

Per Pinstrup-Andersen told

the conference.

FAO confirmed the insti-
tute's projection. "The general
outlook for developing coun-
tries to meet their food re-

. quirements by the year 2000 is

hardly optimistic, except for
Asia,” reports FAO in its State

address.
Junky insult!

Sir, The recently published

‘news item regarding donation

of BO,000 second hand rick-
shaws to Bangladesh by the
Government of Pakistan has at-
tracted the attention of con-
scious people of Bangladesh.
Pakistan has phased out the
use of rickshaw in several of its
cities and those rickshaws
were dumped there. These
rickshaws lP1;\re no utility in fu-
ture in Pakistan.

The news report mentioned
that Pakistan Prime Minister
during his recent visit to
Bangladesh offered those rick-
shaws as gift to Bangladesh and
as a gesture of goodwill to
promote brotherly relationship
between Bangladesh and
Pakistan which was allegedly
accepted by our Prime
Minister.

No respectable country can -

accept these so-called gift
from any country specially
from one which has deprived

it of its legitimate share in the
assets.

We were 56% of the total
population of the then
Pakistan. And that was the ba-
sis on which eclections were
held in 1970-71. If that was
the basis for election, why we
should not get to the extent of
B68% of the assets from
;Juulmm as it stood on March

» 1971 .when Bangladesh
was born?

| do not understand what
prompted Pakistan to give
alams of rotten rickshaws in-
stead of paying the legitimate-
mdﬂm of Bangladesh on the as-

I think Pakistan, by sending

| Letters for publication in these columns should be |
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

found a

- alternatives. Will the children,

aller termination, be able to
have betier access to health,
nutrition or education; or will
they have to accept an even
more precarious alternative in
domestic service, brick chip-
ping, rag picking or prostitu-
ton? Little boys will have an
additional choice of conduct-
ing tempos or being sold for
camel racing in the Middle
Easi.

The entry of children below
the legal age inlo garment in-
dustry has obviously brought in
higher profit audits for the
employers. Where minimum
wages were recommended by
the board at a basic of Tk 627
per month, children have been
paid from Tk 200 to 500 in-
cluding overtime. But the ad-
vantages have o be measured
for the other side as well. The
supply pressure from labour is
only too well known; it has in-
duced a rural-urban migration
particularly of young single
women. Many mothers report-
edly bring their minor daugh-
ters to work because il is safer
than leaving them unprotected
and exposed to sexual harass-
ment in the basti (slum). Dy
accompanying the mother or
older sister the young girl s
inducted inlo paid work which

Is scarce in Bangladesh.

. Most children work as ma-
chine helpers, cleaning the
threads from the stitched
garments, while others are
employed in the cutting and
finishing section. The work s
not enviable, and ideally they
should be enrolled in school if
the government's prescription
for compulsory primary
schooling is to bc taken
seriously, ;

The enactment of the
Harkin's bill is not likely 1o

lead to provide a model life for .

poor children. They will have
to head for less viable work.
With the first intimation of the
buyers’' supcrvision a clcaning
up operation has begun with a
daily termination of young
children. In one day, week be-
forc last, five factorics from

the Wircless Gate 1o Mohakhali
terminated the jobs of 227
children. On 11 January, from
another four factlories in
Malibagh 667 young children
wentl home dazed because Lthey
were told that there would be
no pay check the next month
Their poignant situation was

expressed z a young boy who
told us lly outside his fac-
tory thalt he supported his

brothers and sisters and his
aunt with whom he lived, who
could not afford to send him to
school. Rina who is only 11
old, would like Lo study
ut her father is dead. Along
with her mother who gives
private tuition, her brother
who earns Tk 2000 and her
carnings of Tk 300, the family
just barely survives,
The Secret of Success
The growth of Bangladesh s
garment industry has been at-
tributled to cntreprencurial
skills in penetrating markcts.
But little recognition has been
given to labour's contribution
lo the miracle of industrial
growth. The significant fecature
of this export industry in

Bangladesh is that the value
added is entirely on account of

the returns on labour since all -

raw malterials, including cloth
and accessories, are imported

. through back-to-back lcensing

into bonded warchouses.

Its success depends largely
upon the cost of production.
For the consumer, the price
compctitiveness is a decisive
factor; for the manufacturer
profit maximisation is tLhe
main incentive. Compelitive
prices have driven the indusiry
“inte countries offering low
wiges. Added 1o this, pressure
of multi-fMibre agrcements
amongst consumer countries
has led to restriclive purchase
quolas. This is how Lhe gar-
ment trade has [lavoured
Bangladesh: moving away frem
the South East Asian tigers it
has at present cxpanded into
the Jowest wage arcas of Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, China and

Victnam,

Almost BO per cent of an
eslimaled 600,000 |abour
forec in Bangladesh's garments
sccior is provided by wonwn,
because of their compotitive
wagh's, slack labour, "docility”
and inability to organisc them-
sclves. An increasing incidence
of child labour evidently re-
flects the pressure of demand
and supply. No statistics of
garment [aclory labour exisis
(the Labour Directorate has
only now commissioned a sur-
vey of child labour in 100 fac-
lories), so one has to balance
asironomical newspaper fig-
urcs of a 100,000 children
with a rceent st that esti-
mates a 13.2 per cenl of total
garmunt workers being be-
tween the ages of 10 and 14
years. |S Chaudhuri and P Paul-
Majumdar, "The Conditions of
Garment Workers in Bang-
ladesh—An Appraisal” [BIDS
mimeo)]. Low wages and long
hours of work are consistently

dulcs. Although In 1984, the
recommended minimum wage
varied from a high of Tk 5.35
per hour for the most skilled
te Tk 3.01 per hour for the
unskilled linc presser or
mh:r. actual wages were be-

par, overiime was gener-
ally paid lalc, and working
hours went beyond the stipu-
laled 8 hours particularly dur-

ing pcak production season.

Is there an Alternative

The answer doces not Herin a

frenzied termination of young
children from their work. This
might be the line of least resis-
tance particularly with labour
replaccment being so casy.
Employcrs claim that the extra
Tk 200 they will have to Incur
on women's labour may make
the industry economically un-
viable. The costs and benefitls
need to be examined more
carefully.

No one can disagree with
the nced for Bangladesh 1o

enforee its more humanitarian
laws. Children under 14 years
indeed should not be permit
ted o work in factories. But
can we cvolve a morc humani-
larian way of enforcing the
law? Already reports from a
few [actories in Mghakhall
(including well- known names
such as York or MBM) show
that an average of 35 to 60
children have been sent home
with neothing but their work

y. In only one or two cases

ve employers given scver-

ance pay.
A more caring and humani-
tartan would be to

approach

tackle the issue of the rights of
the child from the perspective
of the poor child and its family
Here the BOMEA could play a
more positive role to ensure a
viable alternative: on
the commitment that child
labour needs to be phased owut,
it could facilitate an

ment whereby employers in
collaboration with employes
unions ncgotiate o the
child worker with a member of
her/his [amily; this would en-
sure that the family s not left
to slarve. Secondly, rather
than the somersault it
should plan to phase out child
labour in the next five years.
During this working
hours for children id be
maintained at a maximum of 5
hours [as stipulated in the
Factory Act, 1965); at least two
or three rest perinods should be
allowed with a subsidized
lunch: to conform with the
state’'s commitment to com-
pulsory primary education,
employers should be asked to
pr a school room where
children can study in shifts for
2 hours.

This is not likely to lead the
industry into a loss, because
child labpur cests about one
third of adult female labour.
Both rest and nutrition are
conducive to productivity, so
the management may have a
betler bargain in the long run.
The costs of education can be
shared with the employer pro-
viding space, government
providing books and an NGO

Food Shortages Seen for Poor Countries

Romeo B Abundo writes from Rome

In the late 1990s, there will be a shortfall of 88 million
tons in the amount of food available to Third World

of Food and Agriculture 1992
Report. :
The projected food deficit
will be much larger than the
average shortfall of 51 million
tons in the 1979-83 period,
according to the Institute.
Established in 1975, the
IFPRI analyses policies for
meeting food needs of the
Third World. It conducts re-
searches on ways to achieve
sustainable food production
and improve nutrition and mi-
cro-economic conditions.

Chronic food shortages have
resulted in widespread under
— and malnutrition in much of
the developing world. :

Citing FAO and WHO data,
Dr Pinstrup-Andersen said the
number of malnourished chil-
dren worldwide had increased
from 166 million in 1975 to
188 million in 1990.

. Overall, prevalence of mal-
nutrition may slide down by
the year 2000, says the FAO
report. But the number of mal-
nourished children will in-
crease, particularly in Sub-

Saharan Alrica and South Asia

countrmes

By the IFPRI's projection,
the number of malnc uiished
children will far exceed the
targets set by the 1990 World
Summit for Children. The
Summit had sought to reduce
malnuirition among children
by hall by year 2000.

The IFPRI deplored what it
described as diminishing in-
vestment in agricultural re-
search and development by
both the developed and devel-
oping countries. This, in its
view, threatens the gains made
by the Green Revolution in the
1960s and 1970s which saved
miljions from starvation.

It also underlined the
world's complacency about
food. "Governments tend to fo-
cus too much on short-lived
crises while ignoring Lhe long-
term dangers to global food
security,” said the IFPRIL.

. logging and salini

Dr Pinstrup-Andersen said
ncew problems threaten the
nuiritional well-being of fami-
lies in developing countries.
For one thing, some 2 billion
more ple will be added to
the world population in the
next 20 years, putting extreme
pressure on developing coun-
iries with already limited re-
sOurces.

For another, lands available
for farming are a limited
due to descrti-fication, water-
ty. There is
also a decliné in food produc--
tion partly due to slow devel-
opment of agricultural tech-

Considering these prob-
lems, the IFPRI said "food
crops must increase by at least’
40 per cent in the nex{ 20

years to keep up with de-

mand.” To achieve this goal, Dr
Pinstrup-Andersen suggested

L

these ‘junk’, has also sent the
message to us that we
(Bengalees) are there where
we were in 1971, They also
_a place to dump the
junk’ in the name of 'gift'.

We must rise to the occa-
sfon and unite under one slo-
gan: "Produce or perish".

M Saleem Ulah N
Advocate
Motijheel C/A., Dhaka

"Hell that broke
loose..." |

Sir, Your cditorial of the 6Lh
January on the atrocities com-

mitted by the Bangladesh Navy -

personnel in Chittagong
speaks for all of us who have
been shocked by such outra-
geous behavior committed by a
[orce for whose comfort and
pleasure we, the tax-payers,

The incident reveals the
deep undercyrrent that runs
in this country whe a few
can think they have the
birthright of doing whatever
they wish becausce of the power
that they can enforce. We are
marching towards establishing
a democracy and we have a
government elected by the
Iree choiee of the people. This
government cannot allow any-
one to challenge their author-
ity by yiclding arms.

violence on the cam-

puses and in the streets are-

bad enough and now we do net
need those who are supposed
lo protect us turn the guns lo-
wards us.

Leaders of the society wake
up. The time is passing out

rmll_ quick. If you all do not join

togcther and save this god for-
saken land, you will be leaders
of nobody just like we are
lcaderless.

Akku Chowdhury
Tejgaon, Dhaka

Charges for

bank draft
Sir, Till a few months back
bank charges for making a
bank draft of Tk one thousand
was Tk five only. But in the lasi
budget it was suddenly raised
to Tk forty. Rate of increase is’
eight hundred per cent. This
scems Lo be savagely high and
will discourage people in re-
mitling money through bank
araft. Apart [rom profit, ser-

-vice should also be a factor lor

the banks. I therefore urge

upon the Bangladesh Bank and
Ministry -of Finance to look

| into the matter and fix bank

draft charges around Tk ten.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment

[ oy - .
Senile ramblings and
] L] b ] I Ii “.
Sir, It was much disgusting
to read the above captioned
letter by Mr Quazi Akhlaque-
uz-Azeem ol Chittagong in your
paper of December 20, which
was alrcady published some,
three wecks ago in Dhaka
Courier of 27th November. | do
not find any justification in
scnding same letter to various
newspapers and magazine by

the readers. Many rcaders
purchase niore than one

newspapers; cerlainly nol Lo
read sceondhand articles or
comments, what to speak of
letters. | surmise that one
more letler published on the
samc day by you had appcarcd
previously in another ncwspa-
per of Dhaka. Mr M Zahidul
Haque has developed a mania
for letter wriling and he has
been bitterly rebuked by many
readers for getting published

his same letters in more than
OnE NUWSPapCrs.

I hope that readers will
avoid to send the same letter
to more than one newspapers
which not only damagcs the
r¢spectlability of a newspaper
but also makes others jittery,
irritable and prone to hca-
dachcs.

K R Zakhmi'
Khulnha

Stamps on shaheed
intellectuals

Sir, The Star report under
the caption "Why this
Confusion" appearing in Dece-
mber 31 issue indeed brought
up an important issue for
discussion and disposal. The
issue is eoncerned with the
commemorative stamp on
Shaheed Intellectuals which
has an extension of an equal
siz¢c as that of each stamp in
the set which bears the mes-
sage inscribed on the Martyred
Intellectuals Memorial at
Mirpur. The question arises —
what to do with the extended
part? The postal clerks invari-
ably detach the extension and
throw it away and give only the
stamp to the customer. It is
nol known why the postal de-
partment had wasted the pub-
lic money by printing the ex-
tended portion.

I think, the extension was
probably printed to perpetuate
the spirit of our Liberation War
and to inspire people to em-
brace martyrdom for establish-
ing truth and justice and for
protecting the national in-
legrity as it was done by the
Shaheeds.

Personally, whenever | pur-
chase that stamp | take the
whole set and usually put the
extension on one corner ol my
written letter/paper or some-
time on the envelop.

M Zahidul Hagque

Assistant Professor
Bangladesh Agricultural Insti
tute, Dhaka

" fort

— -

worth his while to

And

ings of which at some
should be made public. Alter
all, the tax payer does spend a
lot of his hard earned moncy
on the delence budget. Surcly
he deserves an answer as to

an intérnational approach that
“combines invesiments in
agriculture, nutrition and
health care.” '

Renewed or new attention
to agriculture by developing
nations {s also in order to
boost employment and income
nceded for equitable economic
growth, he added.

Another suggestion by the
IFPRI is to organise a coopera-
tive international research ef-
to develop new agricul-
tural technologies and to make
these available to [armers in
the field.

The conference acknowl-
edged the relevance of these
approaches. In the World
Declaration and Plan of Action
adopted in the final session:
the participants sought to pre-
serve and enhance the pro-
ductivity of agriculture and to

offering fts skills. .
A third alternative would be
lo inslitutionalize a

from garment

be inducted as industrial ap-
prentices. Skill training and
primary education under the
government's compulsery edu-
cation education programme
could be combined to
young children for industrial
work. Facilities for training
and literacy could be subsi-
dized by carmings from the
garmént industry. After all if
poor women and children have
contributed to earning a major
preportion eof ex-
change, why shouldnt
ceive a proper tride off?
NGO's are working in the ur-'
ban sector. But these pro-
grammes are a hWitle unfo-
cussed and dispersed. Since
garment workers are found in
three main cities, it should not
be difficult for a coalition of
NGO's to set up to develop an
instilutional programme in-
corporating health and educa-
tion support with income gen-
eration.

There is no doubt that
Bangladesh needs urgently to
move from its rhetoric of
‘development” to genuine
plnmhrmlt-ad
hand, if American Senator
is genuingly concerned with’
reducing the exploitative con-
ditions of child workers in
Bangladesh he should also try
to analyse the global pressures
which have aggravated the
payerty trap. His country has
not been averse to our bud-
getary allocations teo
expenditures or imposition of
structural adjustment pro-

by the World Bank.
These are only two reasons for
the increasing fragility of the
poOT .

lHameeda tossian, co-au-
thor of “No Better Option?
Industrial Women Workers in
Bangladesh,” UPL., 1990, is a
member gf Ain O Salish
Kendra.

re-

ercale incentives'to enable the
farming sector to fulfill its
multifunctional role as source
of food, employment and in-
CIODTINE .

"Problems of local food
shortages should be addressed
through a judicious combina-
tion of production, trade and
appropriate levgls of national,
regional combination of pro-

duction, trade and appropriate

levels of national, regional and
local stocks, with due regard
to the principles of an open in-
ternational economic system,”
stated the plan.

Approaches to the problem
of food shortage should also
consider the environmental
aspect, according to IFPRI.
"Meeting the food demands of
the developing world requires
not only producing more food
by generating ‘economic
growth but doing so in a man-
ner that maintains the natural
resource base,” it said.

— Depthnews Asia

OPINION

. "For They are All

)

Honourable Men ..."

It is with disgust and con-
tempt that 1 write these lines
bul I would fail in my duty as a
¢itizen of this land, i | did not.

What has happended in

| Chiltagong between the Navy

and the civilans is so sick,
that it actually makes you

hysically ill to nonchalant at-
titude of the entire administra-
tion towards the whole alfair. |
shall not go into details of the
incident because we all know
what happened in Chittagong;
it 1s not only a shame on the
nation but a tragedy for the
whole gamut of social fabric,
which had apparently col-
lapsed on the fateful day. I

would only like to ask the

‘honourable men' a few ques-
tions which perhaps they will
lind time at some point to an-
swer. The ordinary citizen is
patient and will wait. Whether
indefinitely or not of course,
remains to be seen.

First of all, would the Chief
of Naval Staff kindly think it
tell the
commonman, cxactly where he

was or what he was doing on

the night of the ‘incident’ and
haow or why the ratings eould

get into the armoury before

they went on their rampage?
where were his
honourable officers? If the na-
tives (in this case the ratings)

were getling restless, it was

the job of the officers to try

and control them. And if they
are incapable of doing so, not
only should they have tendered
their resignation by now, in
the footsteps
Chief of Naval Stafl on moral
grounds, they should all face

,of the honourable

the court martial the procecd-
point

how that is spent and
who is responsible for it
Secondly, the Defence

Ministry is sadly lacking in
coming up with any answer or
explanation about the entire
‘showdown'. Is it not lirhe they

the people, please explain to

took time off from their busy
schedule of 'matters of state’
and did some explaining? Or is
the Navy exempt from the
Ministry of Dcfence and it does
not feel responsible for it?
Would the Delence Minister, as
an elected represcntative of

the people, exactly what went
wrong where? Never in the
worst days of any dictatorship
has such a shameful incident
taken place in the country, |
would gently like Lo retind |
the representative of the peo-

plc. -

Thirdly, may I enquire as to}
why Lhe opposition is main-
taining such a stony silence
over the whole issuc? By now
they should have brought the
roof down, literally, screaming
and shouting over the mess.
Yet, their inexplicable silence
leaves us wondering as (o the
‘Tules of the game'. Whalcver
the rules might be, they arc a
shamc unto themselves and
the nation and do not deserve
any better. Why has the leader
of the opposition nol yet gone
to the ‘place of occurrence'?
Becausce it might be still un-
salc? If so, how come she is st-|
lent alongwith her collcagues?)
They are finding all, the lime,
in the world to release rejoin-
der afler rejoinder on whal ed-
itors of newspapers say aboul
their leader, in somc cases jus-
tiftably, but de not scem to
have Lthe time Lo raise a right
royal fuss aboul the '‘goings-on’
in Chitlagong. - - :

In conclusion, | would only
like to add, that it is the top
hicrarchy which reflects the
basic quality of leadership in
times of crisis. Unfortunaiely,
at this point that leadership
quality is sadly lacking. And
the nation has to suffer as a re-
sult, The time has arrived
when the nation demands an
answer. Sooner rather than
later.

P.Haque
Block D Uttara,
Dhutka



