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HE disaster-wearied p-

eople of Bangladcsh

breathed a huge sigh of
reliefl last Nove-mber when the
super cyclone that was heading
for a direct hit on the coast
weakened into a tropical
depression and changed f{ls

course, thus sparing this
battered country from further
calastrophe. 30 teful was

the government for this
bountiful act of reprieve [rom
cruel nature that the Prime
Minister organized a masstve
milad to thank Almighty God
for His mercy. And no wonder,
for as "Cyclone '9]1 Revisiled”
shows, the country has barely
recoverced from the massive
destruction inflicted on 1its
already overtaxed infrastru-
clure by the ferocious cyclonce
of just over a year ago.
' Least pcople forget and the
authorities concerned with
disaster management grow
complacent about the im-
mense miscries suffered by the
victims, Bangladesh Centre for
Advanced Sludies has pub-
lished its findings on the af-
termath of the '81 cyclone.
The editor, Raana | er, has
accomplished the formidable
task of collating all the raw
malcrials of research workers
who have spent considerable
time in the aflected arcas
along the coast. The result is a
well-designed, medium sized
volume replete with facts and
tables illustrating detailed data
about all kinds of economic
activity and dramatic pho-
tographs which are helpfully

captioned. Those who wish to

know morec about the subject
of natural calamities which al-
flict Bangladesh and its consc-
quences will find the anno-
tated bibliography particularly
uschul.

One year aller the tragic
event, the question foremost
in development planncrs’ mi-
nds must be: llow has Ban-
gladesh coped with tHe
disaster? Subsidiary and re-
lated ones would be: Have the
numerous victims managed o
picce back their lives together
and to what extent has the in-
frastructure been repaired and
industries sel back into mo-
tion? "Cyclonce '91 Revisited”
tackles these and other perti-
nenl questions systematically,
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examining cach alfccted area
such 'as Chitlagong, Sandwip,
Kutubdia and Patenga closcly
and interviewing survivors who
in more ways than one, are vic-
tims who have virtually lost ev-

makes life

erything that
meaningful.
The overall picture is not
exactly a heartening one: the
rich have become richer
[bcm.ﬁlullg from the foreclo-
sures on Lhe properties of
those who were forced to bor-
row [from them at exorbitant
rats in order to carry on lor
onc morc ycar), the middle
class (neither fish nor fowl,

unable to avail themselves of

any kind of aid) were squeczed

more than cver, while the poor.

poorer or just fled to ur-

towns to cke oul a de-

prived existence.

‘Yet in the midst of this
blcak outlook points of lights
do shinc through: such as
brave Shcefali Begum who bat-

tled against all odds to start a

small pouliry rearing venture,

to save her family from starva-
tion. There are probably a
numbcer of "success” storics of
this kind scattered across the
coastline. Nor did the [ecars
and expectations of failed rice
crops materialise as would
have been the case ' if the salin-

ity lelt behind by the tidal
surge had nol been washed
away by cnsuing hcavy rainsi As

- & matter ol fact, the rice crops

turned out to be a bumper
onet
1992 will probably by re-

membered as a year of overall

slow, cconomic growth [for
Bangladesh— massive funds
required to rebuild the devas-
lated infrastructure of the
Export Processing Zone in
Chittagong may well be a major
causc of the sluggishness, a
part from other factors. "Cy-
clone" '81 Revisited” gives a
somewhat Hetailed sketch of
the enormous losses suflered
in terms of ships sunk facto-
ries ruined and mentions spe-

. cific companies which are still

struggling to keep afloat— one
year aller the event.

As f[ar as the human aspect
is concerned, rcaders are left
in no doubt as to the magni-
tlude of sulfering in terms of
slarvation, malnutrition, lack
of basic hygicnic facilities, epi-
demics of diarrhoca, scabics,
just to mention a ew, under-
gone by the inhabitants along
the rural coast. Those who
made their living from the sca
rank forcmost among the dis-
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ssesscd— having lost their
oats and fishing nets, they
h:l:t everylhing and the major-
ity were forced to mor

their homes to avail them- |

schves of credit from local lon-
sharks: The situation with ref-
ercnce to basic housing re-
mains far [rom satisfactory,
particularly in the offshore is-

‘lands of Sandwip and Kutubdia.
While the government, NGOs -

and organisations like BRAC
helped a great deal initially
mrppl:,ring building mat:riah
such as Cl sheets and bamboo,
these makeshift structures
have all but crumbled one year
later.

One highly pertin:nt point
emphasized by the study is the
importance of maintaining an*
ccological balance in cyclone
prone arcas. Embankments,
cyclone shelters do serve the
pcople around the are ro- .
vided they have been well
maintained, but even so, som-
climes the gale force winds

“and lidal surge are so powerful

they manage te smash them
apart. What can resist such
slamming is the presence of
mangrove swamps forming a
protective line of defence
against the winds' onslaught
This as evident in Ghativangya
where the. people were saved
in spite of the low

~ embankments surrounding the

village. On the other hand, the
villages in Kutubdia and Mohe-
shkhali wcre submerged in
water for 16 hours despite
higher embankments. It would
appear to be a wise and sensi-
ble solution to keep the man-

grove swamps along the coast
intact in order to provide the

. best natural cover; but alas too

much have been cleared to
make way for shrimp and salt
cultivation. The million taka
question is how to balance the
need (o earn foreign exchange
with the struggle for sheer

" survival when cyclones strike.

Relevant and urgent tnpit:s

such as environmental health, =

basic needs, family planning,
livelthood are all handled in
this bird's eye view of the '91
cyclones aftermath. All in-
volved in any way with disaster
preparedness and man

ment will find something to
lcam from this publicathn

FTER her rl'li&cn

album — a mixture of

ghazals and modern

Bengali songs — his the market

three years ago Shakila Ahmed

was swamped with exuberant

fan reguests: Go for the sec-

ond. Offers also came from
several recording companies.

But she was in no hurry, An
ardent believe in perfection
Shakila: though she needed
more practice and maturity for
her kind of songs and for the
speecial category of listeners
she would like to attract. As
luck would have it Shakial,
then a cabin erew at British
Airways, met Indian maestro
Ustad Dilshad Khan who gave .
her lessons on classic musie
for two years.

Currently settled in London
Shakila at last heeded her fans
leaving behind a wonderful gift:

[3arsi,

Ankh
ghazal casselte.
In this album Shakila has

a 60-minute 9-
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sung some traditional Urdu
ghazals composed by famous
poets like Bahadur Shah Zafar,
Fatz Ahmed Fatz, Ahsan Danish,
Zalar Garkhpuri, Asmi
and Anwar Lucknovi, She also
has done justice to the tunes
created by musicians like
Gulam Qadir, Surinder Soni,
Bashir Ahmed Khan, Benoy
Pathak and Jamal Hassan, who
come from India, Pakistan and

Bangladesh.

The release of the cassette
almost coincided with
Shakila's in October
with Nasir Khorasanee, a man
from Isphahani family who was
born in Dhaka and now settled
in London as a banker.

"These two events, | hope,
will be jmportant in shaping
my career as a singer,” said
Shakila who began her career
as a journalist.

Swami Vivekananda : Universality of Religion

Continued from Page 10
Swami Viyvekananda has
[urther pointed out that all the
greal religions are existing,
spreading and multiplying.
There s a great meaning in it.
It is the will of all-wise and all-

merciful Creator. Had it been

otherwise, then only one reli-
gion would exist and the rest
would die. But it has not hap-
pened so. We find many sects
that exist among the Christians
with different practices; simi-
larly many sects exist among
the Buddhists, also among the
Mohammedans and hundreds
among the Hindus with difler-
ent religious rituals. Swami
Vivckananda says — whirls and
eddies happen in running,
moving water; il does nol oc-
cur in a stagnant water when
religions are dead, all these
_ccase. Variation is the sign of
life. Buildings, languages, ritu-
als, books etc used in various
religions are not counted here.
But in every religion there lies
an fnternal-soul which also
varics from the soul of another
religion. Apparcntly it may be
conlradiclory, but really it is
not that, it is supplementary,
Each religion accepls at least
one point of the great universal
truth and conlinue¢s lo practice
il with ever increasing stre-

ngth.

Wc flind an idca also in the
teaching of Swami Vivek-
ananda: "All the religions are
different forces in  the
economy of God, working for
the good of mankind.” Swamiji
made out a plan in this re
Ille says. ....do nol destroy;
brecak not, pull not our any-
thing wrong, but build. Help if
you can; do nol injure if you
cannot render help: God is Lthe
centre of all religions; cach of
us is moving towards llim
along one of these radil, 1t is
certain that we muslt reach
that centre. And at the centre
where all the radii meet all our
differences cceasc. If we say
that God is the [father or
mwther, the creator of the uni-
verse, its prolcctor and guide,
yel it is quile inadequate for
one Lo express tHim. God is the
lift of one’s life, soul of one's
soul. God is the Scif. Nothing
remains that is other than God.

Religion preaches that the
frecdom is the way out of the
world. The duty of Vadanta is
to harmonize all the religions.
to manifest the common
ground among all the religions

"of the world. Vedanta claims

that man is divine and every-
thing around us is the outcome
of the Consciousness of the

How the

’ Continued from Page 9
- "Alter seeing off the
President | felt relieved Lthat
the period of doubt and anxicty
was ncarly over. 1 genuinely
believed ‘that the President
was sincere in his slalements
and sentiment, that he did not
enjoy the exercise ol absolule
power which called for much
excriion and toil. For practical
reasons as well, it was com-
mon ground between Lhe
President the PSO and miysclfl
that the Armed Forces should
be disengaged from ruling the
country so that could
concentirate on their primary
rcsponsibility of  preparation
for defence against aggression.
"On his return lo West
Pakistan, the President visited
Larkana for a shoot, and there
appueared a picture in which he
was accompanied by some se-
nior oflicers. Innocenl as this
was on s face value, in Dhaka
it becanme a maltter of suspi-

cion and speculation. People -

talked of a plot 1o delay the
summeoning of the Assembly
with a vicw 1o pressurise the
Awamd League in diluting Ltheir
Six Poinis. Armed with Lhe
sure knowledge of the
"~ President's intention of calling
the Asscmbly soon aller Eid, |
denied these rumours as best
as | could.

“Later in January 1971, Mr
Z A Bhutte wviskiud East
Pakistan and with his col-
leagucs of the PPP, held dis-
cussions with Sheikh Mujib
and his Awami Leaguc col-
kcagues. Mr Bhutlo alse visitod
the cyclone-affected arcas and
was gracious enough o call on
me. He asked me to try and
cxpoedile the consiruction of
houses for the victims of the
cyclone, a programme which
was nol going fast cnough be-
cause of shoriages and bottle-
neeks in the supply of bam-
boos. Abowt his lalks with
Shetkh Mujib he said he was
ncither satisfied nor dissalis-
fied.

"Aler the departure of Mr
Bhuite, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman called on me. The
MLA Zonc B and Major-General
Civil Allairs were also present
Sheikh Mujib said that his
lalks with Mr Bhutio were in-
conchisive, and that there will
be anether wvisit of the PPP.
Chairman later for more de-
lafled discussion Sheikh Mujib
asked us to press the Pros-
ident to summon the Censt
itutional Assembly as soon as

pussibic.
"In the first week of
February 1971, the President

scni A message inviting Sheikh
Mujib and his collcagucs o
Rawalpindi as his pcrsonal
guesis. | spoke to Sheikh
Mujib and also sent him a
wrilicn invitation on behall of
the President. Sheikh Mujib
regretied his inability to visit
Wesnl Pakistan at that o, be-
caus: he satd he had

a conference of the Awami

-

Stage was Set by Yahya for the Crackdown....

IA.:lgut MNAs and MPPAs, T3oth
the MLA and | urged hun (in
vain) to accept -the invitation
for the carliest possible date
convenient to him. | informed
the President that the MLA
and | had not been able to per-
suade Sheikh Mujib (o accept
the invitation. 1 also pointed
oul that the Awami League
MNAs and MPAs were shortly.
oing to confer, and were
und to make the demand of
firming up a date for the
Nalional Asscmbly. Would it
not be ful to announcc a
date before shrill voices were
rajsed asking lor Lthe inevitable,
| was greatly relieved when on
the l4th February, 1971 the
National Asscmbly was sum-
moned 1o mect on the 3rd
March, 1971,
“A few days later | received
a tlegram [rom the President
which alarmwd me a great deal
and for once | was shaken in
my conflidence aboutl the
Government s intentions, The
iclegram said somecthing as
follows : .
Convey Lo Shetkh Mujib that
| am very dissatisfied with his
refusal o accept my invitation
to visil Pindi. if he docs nol ar-
range to visit Rawalpindi as

firmation from the President,
calltd back o say that the
Message should indeed be

withheld.

“l was inviled to attend a
meeling of Governors and
MLAs around 22 February

.1971. On arrival in Rawalpindji,

| was alarmed to notice a high
tide of militarism flowing tur-
bulently. The dismissal of the
Cabinet and the stoppage of di-
recl air services between West
and East Pakistan added to the
scnsc of crisis. There was o
talk of "miliiary solutien ac-
cording to plan”. | was caught
quite unawares In this atmo-
sphere for | knew of no mili-

tary selution or mﬂ:ltariy

“In the evening the 22
February, 1971, tht President
presided over the meeting of
the Governors and MLAs at-
tended as usual by the military
and civilian olficers of the
Intelligenee Agencies, It is rel-
evant to record that among the
tribe of Governors and MLAs, |
was the only non-Army
Governor and the only retried
officef in the midst of active
scrvice men. Opening the
conference the President gave
a review of the situation and

pointed out the difficulties of

Sheikh Mujib told me that he was not afraid of
intimidations and he would not betray the people
of Bengal. But he felt no less love for the poor
people of West Pakistan.

soon as possible he will be en-
tircly responsible for the seri-
ous consequences which will
follow.

| was asked to read this
telegram to Sheikh Mujib and
to hand it over o him in the
presence of MLA Zone B. |
lelephoned PSO 1o express my
anxicty over the peremptlory
wording of the telegram. | said
that if Sheikh Mujfb recovered
from hitting the cefling alter
listening Lo the message, he
wopld want to know the reason
why he was being called to
Pindi. But PSO was uncommu-
nicative and asked me to com-
ply with the telegraphic in-
structions. I called
Sheikh Mujib for a meeting to-
gether with the MLA and the
Major-General Civil Affairs. As
the preliminary pleasantries
were being cxchanged and we
WCTC on to the pream-
ble, 1| was called to another
room to allend o an urgent
call from the President's
House in Pindi. | was asked if
the telegram had been read
out to Shetkh Muph, and when
| said ‘in a few minutes from
now | was instrurted to with-

the ntication to the latest or-
ders from the President's

persuading Lthe largest political
party in West Pakistan to at-
lend the Asscmbly in the face
of the "uncompromising and
rigid stand” of Shetkh Mujib on
the 6 Points issuc. In the cir-
cumsiances he felt that the
meeiing ol the Assembly would
scrve no useful purpose. This
was the cuc for a number ol
Governors, MLA's and
Intelligence Agencies to start a
diatribe against 6 Points and
against Sheikh Mujib, who was
singled out as the cause of our
political woes:

*When the chorus ef the
voices subsided | reminded
the audience the Six Points
were nol something new and
had not suddenly emerged. At
the moment the President got
up and beckoned General
Hamid, Lieut-Genecral Peerz-
ada, Lieut-General Yakub and
mysell to separate room,
leaving the rest of the
Conference — no doubt — to
agreeable unanimity.

“When we were settled in
the small room, the President
again reviewed the situation
and told us of his intention to
postpone the meeting of the
Assemibly in order to gve more
time to the two major parties
of East and West Pakistan o
resolve their differences, out-
side the Assembly. It seemed
that the of the 120-
day life of the Constituent
Assembly was sacrosanct and

therefore it was imperative for
ali controversies' to be séttled

before the Assembly met. i
pointed out to him that the
postponement of the Assembly
was bound to create an imme-
diate and adverse reaction
leading to large-scale agitation
and lawlessness. In fact, it was
obvious for with eyes to
sce that Sheikh Mujib was the
last Bengali of con ence
with whom West Pakistan
could talk and reach a com-
promise. The younger element
of Bengal who were too youn
at the birth of Pakistan
been nourished with vilifica-
tion and hate, and had little
love for the rest of the country.

“The President thought that
my views were necdlessly
alarming as he was intending
to take two major steps along
with the announcement of
postpo the Assembly. He
had dec to combine the
post of the Governor and MLA
— the situation before | was
appointed Governor — he was
going to impose press censor-
ship and a stricter Martial Law.
tie was going to announce the
postponement on the lst
March 1971, and Sheikh Mujib
was to be informed of this only
24 hours in advance of the an-
nouncement. | was to return to
East Pakistan and iInduce
Sheitkh Mujib as best as |
could to "see sense”. | noticed
that the President never once
looked into my I could no
longer consider intentions
devoid of guile or devoid of
guiit.

"When 1 oarrived in East
Pakistan on Lhe 25 February,
1971, the Lension there was
unbearable. | got in touch wilh
Sheikh Mujib and by muitual
agreement we mel al a scerct
rendezvous o avold Lhe Press.
| told him that the President
wgs under Lhe most scvere
pressure Lo posipene Lhe
Assembly. [t was imperative for
him to make a dash (o
Rawalpindi to break the dead
lock. It was also of the greatest
importance thal as a conces-
sion to West Pakisian senti-
ment he should say somcthing,
however guardedly on the flex-
ibility of his stand on ai least
Foreign Aid and Foreign
Trade. The fate of Pakistan |
reminded him now hung in
the balance, and only he could
save the country from disaster.
Sheikh Mujib was visibly
shaken bul soon rcgained his
poise. lie told me he was nol
afraid of intimidations, and he
would not betray the prople of
Bengal. He felt no less love for
the poor people of West
Pakistan. e wanted 1o organ-
isc his party there but the
sent Government senl Lhelr
Inielligence Offfcers Lo the Pir
of Pagaro and threatcned him
te withdraw support to the
Awami League.

"The next two or three ¢ o
woere a | was »
unium:ﬂum:ﬂ‘q in-

tentions; he had been fickle on

~miore thanm onc oceasion, and

s playing the cards held
close to his chest. | seemed Lo
have no ally lelt at the summit
to speak to him of our anguish.
So | sent an urgent tclegram
reviewing the situation and
explaining that if he were to
postpone the Asscmbly, there
will be very serious lawlessness
which could not be controlled
by the civil administration.

"On the 28th February,
1971, 24 hours before the an-
nouncement | called Sheikh
Mujib who was accompaniced by
Mr Tajuddin Ahmad. Sheikh
Mujib asked 'ls the posipone-
menl sine die’?” | said, 'l am
afraid so. | Lried to reassure
him that it was bound to be for

.a very short period but he

would not be mollified. He said

words to the effect that the au-

thorities were not only trying

to destroy him but to destroy

Pakistan. 1listory would judge

where the blame lay. lle could

not be held n:lpunuihle for the-
consequences.

"On the 1st March, 1971
the fateful announcement ol
posiponing the Assembly was
made. As Lhe President himself

did not address the nalion .

some people thought Lhal
General Yahya had been ousted
and a different junta had as-
sumed power, Throughout the
28th night and 1st morning |
tried to get the President on
the phone, but either he could
nol or would net speak Lo me.
| sent my last telegram ending
"l beg you cven at this last hour
to give a ncw date for the
summoning of the Assembly
and not to postpone il sine

dic, otherwist | said we will
have reached the "point of no
relurn.” | spoke to PSO whe
was in "Pindi on more than
onc occasion and he directed
m¢ to talk to  the President
who was in Karachi. Major
General Umar told me from
Karachi that the President was
busy and that he would convey
him the message. | finally
spokc to General Hamid on the
gravity of the situation. He
sald, he was unaware of politi-
cal developments but he would
try o get in touch with the
President.... ‘In the meantime
Sheikh Mujib sent an emissary
to me who said "Whatever
happens, do not resign. You
arc the last link with West
Pakistan. Alter you go we will
nol talk to a

"March 1, 19'?1 had indeed
been a faltl’ul day in our na-
"tfonal history. | had returned
to Rawalpindi from Karachi the
cvening before (Feb 28),
Karachi was rife with rumours
aboul ‘an imminent presiden-
tial announcemen! postponing
the Assembly sinc dic. | re-
pericd to matter first thing in
the morning of March 1" to my
immediate superior Licut-Gen
Gul Hassan, Chiel of the
General Stafl, 1le said he knew
nothing aboul what was really
up. He agreed thal anything
like that would mean a disas-
ter, Ile told me to contact the
PSO (Gen. Peerzada) forthwith
and give him his [Gul's) reac-
tion to the reports. | drove
straight to the President's
House to find Pecrzada alone
in his office (with his usual
glass of milk before him. |

saluted him and aller taking

my scat told him that 1 was
there to convey o him the
views of the CGS on a matler of
great importance. | thought
the colour of his [ace changed
Jor a second. Maybe he feared
a countercoup or somcthing
like that having taken place.
lle looked uplo me for the
message. [Having hcard me he
presently regained his compo-
sure and told me: "Look it is all
upto the President and he is
still in Karachi. Maybe he has
already taken his decision in
the matter. You would uhnrlly
know of it)" [sic).

"l sure came to know of it
soon on my return to my office
where | found an advance copy

of the President's lateful an-

nouncement al my table. At
once the [unnicst and most
surprising part ol it all was
that CGS at GHQ had no prior
knowledge of a major cvent
like that.”

“Thal samc day (March 1)
Admiral Ahsan received a tele-
gram summarily relHeving him
as the Governor of East
Pakistan. lle handed over his
responsibilities to MLA Zone
.B and returned to Karachi on
41h March 1971.

Bye Bye Bamboo

Continued from Page 10

culm, 30 per cent {rom the
leaves and 10
the branches. If the entire
culm is chopped off, it is diffi-
cult for the plant to regener-
ate.

As the number of natural
bamboo stands across Asia
decline, FAO is urging gov-
ernments to move into planta-
tions to preserve existing wild
plants and ensure adequate
supplies for bamboo-depen-
dent industries. — IPS

per cent from .

Divine. There is no difference
between man and man essen-
tially and every man is

to unfold the Divinity whic
within him. This principle is
found in every religion of the
world, Swami Vivekananda has
given emphasis on the above

idcas.

Swami Vivekananda de-
clared in the Parliament of
Religions held in 1893 in
Chicago: "If one religion is
true, then all others must be
true.” lie also said that mere
toleration was blasphemy. He
accepted all religions as true.
He will worship God with ev-
cryone clse and In whatever
form they worship. He will go
to the mosque of the Moha-
mmedans, he will enter the
Christian church and kneel
before the crucifix; he will en-
ter the Buddhist temple where

'he will take refuge in Buddha

and in his law. He will go to
the forest and sit down in
meditation as Hindus do. He
will keep his heart open also
for all that may come into the
future. He will salute all the
prophets of the past, all the
great souls of the present and
all that are to come. We find,
an universal thought about re-
ligion is well expressed here.
The fighting is going on In
various ficlds of human race in
the world to win over the
other on the plea of suste-
nance, development and doing
good to the mankind. Re
has becomc a great factor

| ing a foul game which retards

the growth of mankind, rather
doing harm lo each other. In
the modern times the reli-
gions intolefance is prevalent.
To save the human society
from the cluich of this intoler-
ance we need to go back to
the practice of essential part
of religion leading to God. This
aspect of rcligion makes us
know the real nature of God —
omniscient, omnipresent and

omnipotent.
Swami Vivekananda saw his

he
mm‘ e in the

downtrodden, in th:

the sick. He 'I'Koun]y
God to mrlhtp is the human
soul in the human body; and all
other attempts to know God
are of no mmﬂ Every religion,
however, teaches us the sense
of brotherhood, of fellow-feel-
ing etc. The sense of such hu-
man touch will not be earned
belore that we are all
moving t s the centre —

religion has its universal ap-
proach besides other prac-

tices.
Swami Vivekananda in his

Chicago address In 1893 ut-
tered boldly :"..... upon the
banner of every religion will
soon be written, in spite of
resistance : 'Help and not
fight', 'Assimilation and not
destruction’, 'Harmony and

ce and not Dissension'.

| “Perhaps, here lies the truth of

all re which can be at-
tained only by s Ibler-
ance and human -

The writer is

Secretary.
Ramakrishna Mission, Dhaka

Tapaswi O Tarongini: A Moving Performance

by ~th_eedul Haque

ANTHSHEELON did i
again. Their rendition
of Buddhadev Bosc's
poetry-drama Tapaswi O Tar-
ongint’ was almost the
performing art event of the
year although coming at the fag
end of the year now past. This
was glorfously in kee with
their earlter offering of Rother
Roshi’ and the solo presenia-
tion of Tagore's iImmortal tale
Street Patro’ by Shamcema
Nazneen. With memories fresh
of the "Tapaswi O Tarongini’
onc would tend to put this way
above the others, if only as a
token of blas betraying the
power of the performance of i
Kanthosheelon gave (wo
performance of the same scpa
rated by half-an-hour's break.
The one-and-a-quarter-hour
show, se hu ly repealed,
spoke of supreme sfonal
jsm-— turned (n a wholly
amateur eam. Through sheer
K:wr of clocution, with
rdly any stage decor or help
from the lghts, the prm.ln
nists sal in
made us HI::"L lh:;r ur:
indeod acting out a full play as

they do in stage dramas. One
was never allowed to feel that
movemnent was wanting. It is
not for nothing that the m:p
is recogmised as the cst
among the reciting troupes.

Dominating the whole
show, what with delicacy and
what with passion, was Tar-
ongini the doyen of the
courtesans scnl oul to break
the meditating enfant terrible

pu n anngmi and Hi:hw;rin'n in
Buddhadev Bose's “Tapaswi O Tarongini” at the Goethe
Institut, Dhaka,

Rishwasringa. Masuma cast a
fatal spell not only on the
but on the audience

it would be hard to recall such
a truly bewitching perfor-
mance— and on one’s maiden
ou ting.

And she was evenly
matched by the calm and suave
Rishwasringa dene by Dipu.
Exploiting his bass, Dipu drew
from within such an expres-
sion of serenily as can come
only with age and cxperfcnee.

this Dipu's maiden outing
as well

Lolapangi. Tarengini's mol-
her, was as cantankerous a
hard bargainer selling her
daughter's charms as was pos-
sible for Buddhadey to pen and
Papri o portray.

The brimming audience at
the Goethe Institul wished for
an ecarly revival of the show.
Shamsur Rahman, Syed Sha-
msul Hug and Sanjida Khatun
were among the admiring
crowd and went backslage to
congralulaie the team on thelr
moving performance,



