@he Brily St

Dhaka Friday, January 15, 1993 -

A Message for Saddam

hdad was aslung for a response {rom
washmf.m to its repeated violations ol Gull war
ceasefire terms and its claims on Kuwalit, it got it
on Wednesday when US and allted warplanes car-
ried out air raids on Irac‘ At the ttme of writing,
the raids are over, with Iraq's ambassador to the
United Nations that his country is ready to
comply with "some of the conditions” ol the
Allled demands. In the unfolding scenario. the
iwo sides have reached a breathing time or a
stalemate, with the US and its allies, including
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, remaining on the oflen-
sive.

In this stalemate, the US determination to
maintain its tnitiative is as strong as a false sense
:Jf bravado on the part of Saddam Hossein calling

n his confused people to be ready to "win an-
nt er great vict The [act that the Iraqi repre-
sentative to the UN is already talking in a lan-

ﬁ ¢ different from that of his maverick
ent may not be tasﬂr gM sped by Iraqgis and per-
haps a sections o uslims who saw the
Wed s afr raids as a Christian assault on an
Islamic country. When the reality will dawn on
these people remains be seen.

The question now is, what is it that
Baghdad to gro voke Washington into launching
the air raids? One popular theory, advanced by
analysts in Washlngtun is that Saddam has been
exploring for any weakness in the United States
as it changes nistrations. On this score, the
lr.aqh i leader must have been sorely dlsaPpoinled

e first place, George Bush, with only a week
to go to complete his term ih office, has demon-
sirated his firmness in dealing with the situation,
knowing well in advance that his military move
would have the support of President-elect Bill
Clinton. This support has been now publicly ex-
pressed bﬁ the Democratl leader.

True, the US and allies air raids have sent a
stro al to Baghdad. a signal that Saddam
may nd ard to ignurt at least for the time be-
ing. However, one must not assume that all is lost
for Iraq. It could have been the intention of Iraqi
leader to provoke Washington into a kind of mili-
tary action that might sufler from lack of immedi-
ate UN sanction or, for that matter, adequate in-
ternational legal cover, He ht have also hoped
that a US assault on Iraq wo divide the Muslim
world again and important UN members would
call for more talks rather than more military ac-
tion. In these calculations, Hossein has not been

raved entirely wrong. China, a permanent mem-

er of the Security Council with a power of velo,
has already called for negotiation; Pakistan has
asked for a meeting of the world body; and
Palestinians have condemned the air raids.
What's more, President-elect Clinton has indi-
cated that he would be ready for a "fresh start”
with Saddam Hossein, as the New York Times put
it on Thursday.

Maybe this is precisely what the Iraqi leader
has been looking for, not another war with the
United States and its allies which he can never
win but a round of negotiation where he is ac-
cepted as a legitimate participant. Clinton's
readiness for a "fresh start” may just offer him

presi-

prompted

this holgye

is stage, Washington must weigh all iis
options carefully. With another war likely to do
incalculable damage to the regmn the next slep

should be towards ncgn tion, bu&
Baghdad's terins hutl on co H.iuns lai dn g

the United States and two of its allies in the re-
jon, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, and. of course, the
nited Nations. Baghdad must get this message,
loud and clear. before it starts to have new illu-
sions,

Plastic Surgery Hospital

The news that a 150-bed plastic surgery and
burn hospital will be set up in the country is most
welcome. Costing Tk 35 crore, the project will be
the first of its kind here. Italian Ambassador
Claudio Pacilico has expressed his country's will-
ingness. to help set up the proposed hospital. Italy
considers this a humanitarjan assistance and will
be ready to extend more such help in the health
seclor in particular. Given the condition of our
health system. Italy's assistance will be of im-
mense help. That there are, in total, seven plastic
surgeons in the country should be an ample re-
flection of our medical facilities in this area.

Maybe, our lack of emphasis on plastic surgery
owes to the fact that we are more concerned.with
~ diseases so common and acute and wrongly con-

sider the skin gralting not so much of a treat-
ment but beautification that goes with affluence.
But ours is a country with an abnormally high in-
cidence of burn injuries. The acute pain caused by
burning — not to mention the after-effects —
needs urgent medical attention for relief. The
other benefit of this is the possibility of much less
disfligurement in case of timely care. But our facil-
ities for treatment of burnt patients are dismally
poor. Apart from a large umber of accidental fires
all across the country every year, the high inci-
dence of acid throwing during the past few years
called for skin grafting facilities.

An advanced country in this respect, Italy is
surely going to fulfil a long-felt need of
Bangladesh. People in the West can afford the

-luxury of plastic surgery to heighten their look
and improve shape. In our country, only a few

people are in a position to bear the high expenses

ol plastic surgery. But no doubt, there are a large

number of people in desperate need of this
treatment. This brings to the important question
how the proposed hospital will be run. If the
treatment is equally costly for all segments of
{Jcﬂple many will be unable to avail of the oppor-
unity.

We, therefore, sdggest that the hospital take a
cue from the recently established Heart
Foundation which has opened its door to treat
the poor patients free of charge. The rich will
have to pay the charge which in all likelihood is
going to be cheaper than that of abroad. At this
point, what counts most is the quality of treat-
ment and the standard maintained at the hospi-
tal. We have every reason to believe that Italian
medical expertise will be the last to compromise
on the question of quality. The local people who
will be responsible for the day-to-day manage-
ment, again, have a significant role to play in this
respect. Often the tone set by foreign experts are
gradually down-graded by our local management.
Let us hope, this will not be the case here.
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a vacuum that the Unit
Nations says it must il

But the world is not short of
famine hotspots. Mozambique,
which itselfl is just emerging
from a long and destructive
civil war, "may be next”, wams
Peter Newhouse, the chiel of
the Food and Agriculture
Organisation's (FAO) famine
early warning system.

FAO's latest Foed Outlook
sit-

southern Sudan with deaths
from starvation reported in
scveral towns®. In Ethiopia,
harvests arc expecied to be
good their year, but the situa-
tion of vulnerable communities
in the Ogaden is sald to be
“extremely scrious”.

Many say so long as there
are poor people, there shall

always be the threat of starva-

FOOD

Will there be Other Somalias?

- Starving, skeletal human bei

tlon even in a world that has
more than enough food to feed
itsell.

As their debt burdens grow
heavier, devcloping countries
are using more thetr h.m:l
for cash crops for export in-
stead of the production of food
for domestic cons tion.

But their agricultural ex-
ports are barely surviving
themselves in the world mar-
ket, as the prices of n-
ment-subsidised s from
the North beat them pound for

"For a limited number of
agenis in a position o call
most of the shots, food is noth-
ing more than a series of

commeoditics on which monecy
can be made (even occasionally
lost) exactly like rubber or
gold,” wrilcs Susan George in
her book [low the Other I'Hf
Des.

As multi-national mlllu.ry
troops led by the US armed-

forces carry oul their ‘rescue

mission’ in Somalia, the pos-
sibility of another food emer-

ngs could be a

mmmnn sight in an economically imbal-
torn by strife. Ramon Isberto of .
IPS reports, from Rome.

gency inviting United Nations
intervention breaking oul has
driven Lhe heated debale be-
tween deve and develop-
ing countries over food aid.

Al the International Confe-
rence on Nutrition (ICN) held
here recently, southern states

resisied allempls to wrile
provistons into documents
that in any way s food
aid could be deltvered,

Somalia-style, to a famine-
struck country.

The developing counitries
won Lhe round. The final con-

ference declaration was
purged of provisions that open
the possibility that national
sovereignly could be set aside
for "exceptional humanitaridn
situations”.

Instecad, the declaration
says Lhat food aid should be

senl o those In need “in ac-
cordance with the Charter of
the United Nations™ which o

quires thal national sever-

Bui this is not Iikrlytnl:nd
the debate. The [allure of the
international community to act
earlier has cost the Somalis
hundreds of thousands of lves.
Governmentis may be more
sensitive to future calls for ac-
tion 1o save starving civillans.

FAO experts reject criti-
cisms that Somalia's slide into
mass slarvation took them by
surprise. The first famine alert
on Somalia was raised by the
FAO as [ar back carly 1991,

The January-February 1961
edition of the Foodcrops and
Shortages’, an FAO publicatio

regularly sent to donor gow
mmmmﬂrﬁ

NGOs, reported that because of

“civil disturbances in Dece-

mber and J (1990) ..
mar keting chan have been
scrivusly disrupted and severe
food shertages (were) now
being reported.”

in May 199], the FAO re-
ported that the cotnlry's ce-

real crop had fatled and that
‘without an improvement on
the security situation”, large
parts of the population would
suffer [rom hunger and malnu-
trition.

in September 1991, the
FAO warned that 4.5 million

people were al scrious risk of
starvation.

By then, various UN agen-
cics through the World Feod
Programme (WFP] and relief
NGOs were in the thick of the
crisis, vainly trying (o dcliver
df't:'f“fl]"‘"'ﬂ'—‘dfd foad
slocks.

Dut as FAO rvpocts through-
out 1991 and 1992, fighting
between warlords and gang-

sierism supplies [rom
re they were

Ftﬂ;
July 1991, when the first
reporis of deaths from starva-

tion came, the FAD
that ...,’.‘I’.'r""

WFP re
"l'hu:mhhur
it reported that “without a

rapid improvement in the se-
curily situation,” the famine

ﬂuH quickly spread. .

ﬂcﬂrmnu which sup-
port the UN Security Council
resolution authorising the de-
ployment of a US-led multina-
tional military force now sircss
that Soemalia should not be

Iﬂg precuvdent.
Immﬂftﬂi’m

civil wars threalening to create
[amines of Somalia-like pro-

portions.
In Liberia, fighting between

But prnpmmun[ml:nm
tion need o remember that

Somalia's misfortune was wit-
scil al least partly the product
of past superpower inlerven-
ton gone dreadfully wrong

Poverty Alleviation

Population Control should form an Overall Strategy

by Mohammad Amjad Hossain

rl 1 HE terminology ‘poverty
alleviation' has been gai-
ning currency in recent
days particularly after Co-
mmonwealth Heads of
Government meeting in Harare
in October, 1991 and sixth
SAARC Summit in Colombo in

December, 199]1. The sixth
SAARC Summit em an
Independent South Asian

Cemmission formed with emi-
nent personalities and
economists of its member
countries to examine experi
ences made in each SAARC
couniry and prescribe policy
measures for poverty allevia-
Lion.

While looking at the key
human development compo-

nents in an overall poverty al- |

leviation strategy the
Independent Commission of
SAARC has examined how to
ensure a minimum nutritional
entitlement approach for the
South Asian poor keeping in
mind the concept of 'Dal Bhaat'
of the Prime Minister of
Begum Khaleda Zia

In fact all the member
countries of SAARC, with the
exception of Bhutan and
Maldives whose per capita in-
comes are on the high side
with less pressure of popula-
tion on land, have adopted
multifariods programmes to
mect the needs of the people
of their areas. If we look at

A zim Haroon is a happy
man.

Five years after leaving
school, he has found a job
although it was not the kind he
expected to get. Like most
Pakistani young men his age,
Azim thought his future lay in
government service.

But thanks to an innovative
scheme, Azim not only will get
a respectable living but he will
actually be carning more than

he would have received if he .

landed a government job.

Azim will be self-employed
He will soon be driving his
own taxicab purchased through
a bank loan.

'l am happy, very happy in-
deed today,” the young man
said as he clutched the cheque
presented to him by the Prime
Minister of Pakistan, Nawaz
Sharif, at a ceremony in
Isllamahad the country's capi-
ta

Azim is only one of several

young men and other benefi-

ciaries of a project launched by

their statistics, we will see
that the people in most of
these countries are living in

object poverty.

rk of a plan for

Source: Asiaweek, 16 October, rﬂumwm
UNDP, 1982

From the above table, it can
b¢ seen that percen of il-
literate people is also high in

the member cofintries ol
SAARC with the exception of

Sri Lanka. This is the real pic
ture of our societies which

represent one fourth of the
population of the planet.
Therefore, thc concern of

our leaders in the SAARC
countries over growing poverty
was expressed at their last
summit and their determina-
tion to alleviate poverty was
reflected in the establishment
of an Independent Commission

which plan to submit recom-
mendations before the seventh

SAARC Summit to be held in
Dhaka. Their proposed rec-
umrm:ndatiﬂn will cover thc

‘inextricably tied to the

lht pnur. Iuidnd by a prm-pnnr
perspective, which each coun-
iry can use to design and im-
plement its own poverty allevi-

b) Monitoring has to be
done internally by each coun-
try and an Independent South
Asian Group would work as a
watch dog for the purpose of
implementation of the project.

c) A new social contract be-
tween the poor and the state
in South Asia could be a re-
newed commitment by SAARC
countries to poverty eradica-
tion. Poverty is
growth
of population which is inching
fts way into global concern.
Following table shows the

growth rate of the population
in SAARC countries.

of literacy and health status of

the people.
Mcanwhile, a number of
non-governmental organisa-

Source: Asiawsek, 30 October. 1992 and Human Development Report

UNDP, 1992

Except Sri Lanka, the in-
crease in the growth of popula-
tion poses an alarming situa-
tion. Programmes for planned
familics have not yet shown
effective results in spite of in-
vestment in the arcas of family

lanning. Whatever might have

n achieved in economic
term by member céuntries of
SAARC in the last one decade
has been eaten up by the inex-
orable -rise of population.

Viewced against this backdrop
governments in SAARC coun-
trics have emphasised on a
growth oriented strategy
which includes increase in na-
tional income through expand-
ing agriculture and industrics.
In Sri Lanka, emphasis 1s laid
on improvement of income
level after achieving high level

q

tions in SAARC countries have
been pursuing programmes
designed to alleviate poverty. A
few projects in these countries
have received worldwide ac-
clamation of these, Grameen
Bank and BRAC in Bangladesh
and the Aga Khan Rural
Support Programme, Gilgit in
Pakistan and the Janasakthi
Bank Society in Sri Lanka de-

" serve special mention as these

projects involved poor peoples
in gencrating income and
contributing to the growth of
the ecconomy. Apart f[rom
these, integrated Child
Development Services pro-
gramme, Rural Wage
Employment programmes and
Employment Guaranice
Scheme of Maharashtra in
India, Food Stamp Scheme in

Pakistan Revamps Public Transport

Javed A. Malik wntea from Islamabad

The Prime Minister, in launching the lcheme, m:-
knowledged the public transport system 'is in

the government to deal with at

least two problems

mr:nl and a shortage
ul'pumﬁc

The prnjﬂ:l the “Prime

Minister's Incentives Scheme
to Revamp Public Transport,”
intends to bring into Pakistan's
roads at least 20,000 public

shambles'.

But the government, given

its limited resources, is unable
to meet the demand. In fact,
there are even plans to trim
the bu as it has been
found that government agen-
cies are overstaffed. The gov-
ernment's decision to pursuc

rivatisation and dercgulation

utility vehicles including taxis,
buses, mini-buses and pickups
within the next tow years to
help meet the country’s public
transport needs.

The innovative scheme was
drawn up partly to deal with
the problem of a high unem-

ployment rate. It is estimated
that Pakistan has 1.03 million
unemployed people and more
than 30 million underem-
ployed. Every year one million
new jobseckers enter the

market, most of them relyin
on the government to provide

ﬂpplﬂymtnt

bles.”

En further constrained its ca-
pacity to provide jobs,
Prime Minister Sharif, in

launching the scheme, also ac-

knowledged that the public
transport system "is in sham-

The transport system
has been the victim of neglect,

remaining inefficient and un-

rcliable over the years. Over-
crowding of huses is a common
sight. Those who can afford
buy a car so that roads arc now
congested, particularly during
rush hours. The ernment
spends millions of rupees each
year to subsidise gnw::rnml:nl
bus services but very little im-
provement has occurred so far.
With the country bent on
achicving rapid industrialisa-
tion by opening up the ceon-
omy, the chaotic public trans-
port system could be a major
stumbling block. Even now,
strong-arm tactics have
emerged in the highly compet-

itive industry. Cartels which
have developed control the
transport industry and block
the cnatrance of new en-
ireprencurs particularly in
profitable areas.

Under the Prime Hinlsu:rs
project intlerested persons,
companics and firms apply for
a loan with a bank for the pur-
chase ol a vchicle. Individuals
arc required to shoulder 30
per cent of the equity bul the
amount is reduced to 15 per

cent if the loan applicant is

unemployed and only a high
school graduale.

When an application is ap-
proved, the banks issues a
cheque in the name of the
dealer from whom the vehicle
is to be purchased. ;

The scheme is dubbed the
"one-window operation”
a plicants deal with only one.

c¢ — the Director Gencral

as

Sri Lanka which supplies food
al subsidised rate halfl
of the pﬂpulnlm
monthly income does not ex-
ceed Rupees 700, a Toll
Development programme in

Maldives, the SFDP in Nepal
and a Health programme in

Bhutan are doing good job in

alleviating poverty.
Poverty originates from ru-

ral areas which are uncared for
generally and women in rural
areas are living in disadvan-
taged position. As women
comprise more than 40% of
the population, importance
showld be attached to their
participation in income gener-
ati projects and planned
family programmes. Reduction
of population growth should
form overall strategy for
poverty alleviation.
Accountable programmes
are called for increasing the
level of education, creating
greater awareness about
planned family, raising the age
ol marriage within the legal
framework and mobilising the
poor in rural oriented projects.
Here both government and
non-governmental organisa-

_tions could play complimen-

tary role in planning and im-
plementation of projects for
poverty alleviation without frit-
tering away further time and
poor tax-payers’ money on
seminars a meetings.

for Communications. Loans are
repayable within five years in
easy instalments at an interest
rate ol 15 per cent.

The government has al-
lowed the duty-free import of
vehicles to m.nke the . pro
feasible. This is the hiﬂut in-
centive since without the tax-
frec condition, the cost of ve-
hicles would have been beyond
the means of applicants. Duties
on imported vehicles amount
lo more than 100 per cent of
their costs,

Within one weck of launch-
ing the project, a total of
1,209 vehicles were booked
for purchase. Azim was only
onc of 904 applicants for Laxi
loans. The purchase of 186
mini-buses and 57 buses was
also during the first
weck. Of the first 800 appli-
cants, 400 earn an income of
less than 3,000 rupees (US
$120) a month and 150 earn
less than 5,000 rupees [US

$200) a month.

{ Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
‘with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
Industrial prospect

Sir, Linking your editorial
(Industrial Prospect) to that of

the Gemini News Service's
profile on the billionaire Prime
Minister of Lebanon Mr. Rafic
Hariri published in your es-
teemed daily in the same page
on the same day of 9th January
‘93, | wonder, if in accordance
with Hariri slogan 'Hope is
equivalent to action’' we just go
on hoping for the best instead
of materialising it to actions; as
being expressed in our oft-
held seminars and workshops
as that of Independent
Bangladesh (IUB) at
BIRDEM, Dhaka, which gener-
ally winds up with time and
paper consuming eflorts to
remain as such to be moth-
eaten or to get recycled as
grocers’ packaging materiall
may have to end up
ourselves with 'hope’, to be
cursed by the future genera-
tion, if at all survives,
The fate of war ravaged
Luhamn and anarchy ravaged
adesh thnugh have a
-lmi tude in respeet of poli-
tics and eivil administration,
the Mtudc of our problems
with 40 times more populace

than Lebanon are, nonetheless,
terrific and tremendous to
wipe-out, as Mr. Hariri has
vowed to, unless democracy
can be ‘allowed to function
smoothly, strongly in true
sense ol purpose to do away
with the in-built mischiefs in-

efficiency within and outside

the Government machinery.

Industrial sector of the
country, as considered to be
the key to socio-economic de-
velopment, is in abject topsy-
tury condition and presumably
none concerned at the helm of
the aflairs realises the reasons
and magnitudes of the failures
being committed unabatedly.
No magic can turn the table
overnight. Absence of right
professionals out of engingers
and technologists in the ficld
of indusrial policy making de-

cisions and apathy to develop -

such professionals in the coun-
try te undertake the onerous
responsibility and authority to
innovate and implement are
the basic reasons of failures of
this sector. The professionals
and so-called professionals
have to serve their masters as
they want to be served. How
then one can expect domestic

' prﬁductwil}r and technological
capability to grow, if the right
scope is not given to the right

pcople to play the right role?
A developing country like

ours should obviously be aid-
dependent to accelerate the

pace of d:vchpn‘tent and we
must be capable at the same
lime to guarantee its proper
utilisation. In fact our total fail-
ure in this respect, obviously,
concerned the donor countries
lo link-up conditions at the
cost of our sovereignty while
granting aid, taking our inca-
pability, ignorance and above
all attitude ol possible misuse
of the fund, in consideration.
After all, it is also a business
for them and they are not fools
to be befooled by.the foolish-
ness on our part. Absolute or
excessive aid dependency as

“prevalent, however, is simply

undesirable as it detriments
industrial development, local
and import substitute produc-
tion, technology development
as well as employment genera-
tion.

S M kummn
Industrial consultant,
Dhadon

.. Police

Sir, Many a thing has been
written about the administra-
tion now the press has been
particularly good. Articles on
corruption surfaces almost ev-
ery day in the print media and
it's true that the opposition
has played the vital in mot
letting the government achieve

what it could otherwise have.

As a citizen, what strikes
me most these days is the be-
haviour of the police, who |
think is acting as a strong cat-
alytic agent, playing only sec-
ond fiddle to the opposition.
Not even a couple of months
ago the atrocities of the police
were highlighted in two alter-
native days' editorial in your
newspaper; a lead banner on
shameful police behavior in ar-
resting people on [false war-
rants was published in a ver-
nacular daily and articles and
news seep in every now and
then about the police force in
almost all print media.

Existing laws, the newly
passed Anti-terrorism Bill or
whatevery it is the police who
are mainly responsible for exe-
cuting them. It is they who
give the final reports and it is
they where people go for help,
in the very first place. It is
somewhat rewarding to see
police officers asked questions
on TV regarding their mis-
deeds, When a DIG of police
was in the recent past inter-
viewed on TV he categorically
mentioned that there were a

few corrupt officials in the
force.

From beating up the jour-
nalists, ignoring armed rob-
bery cases, showing arrogance,
allegedly asking for money to
enter a general diary to beating
up cricketers, some ol whom
represent Bangladesh is just
but a few examples. What de all

these lcad to? It is not an un-
common praclice for the me-
dia to mention very often that
the real criminals are roaming
freely whereas the innocent
are behind bars. This way
crime grows on and people
lose respect, get frustrated
and tend to take the law into
there own hands those who

«can. Is this what the police in
- our countiry want — at the ex-

pense of the entire nation?

| strongly suggest, that the
police department be pmpcriy
screened, strained and neces-
sary measures taken against vi-
olators. It is understood that
the government cannot look
into all this. But let the gov-
ernment take open sugges-
tions from the general public.

Ask for written complaints

~ with " or without names (for

obvious reasons) of the persons
complaining. Genuineness of a
complaint could easily be veri-
fled. It doesn't take a genius to
do all that. There are many
ways of finding out. The MPs
owe it lo us for our sake and
for their own sake.

The police department sur-
vives with our tax. We all pay
tax some way or the other. It is
upon the government to start
seriously looking into #t. Alfter
all the government is also be-
ing sabotaged. The identified
corrupt officers and stafl of the
police forve should be given a
capital punishment in pﬁh ]
that is once done, many will

come Lo their senses.

The opposition will most
likely give a big hue and cry
about the whole affair. They
should be totally ignored. It is
high time something was done.
For the sake of the entire na-
tion. The government, owes
the country some physical
changes. Not in the tune of
SAARC fountains and Anti-ter-
rorism Bills, but something

- real that could save this coun-

try and the countrymen.
A concerned cilizen

Humble request

Sir, Congralulation to Mr.
Imtiaz Javed for the wonderful
write up "An humble request”
December 19, 1992, The Daily
Star. However, some of the ob-
servalions arc as under.

All the leaders of the coun-
try ought to use the country-
made simple clothes as it is
observed In some other coun-
tries of the world. The leaders
also ought (o eliminate using of
the luxurious flems as it s
clear in many countries of the
world.

Any country of the world
develops on the leadership of
the leaders of the given eoun-

try.
Andrew [¥ Costa
Dihakeo



