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Ekushe Padak
Al requests withdrawal
of nomination

Star Report

S M AL, Edttor of The Daily
Star has urged the Ministry of
Culture to withdraw his name
from all considerations for
presenting him  with the
"Ekushe Padak® for his per-
lormance in

Referring to recent press
reports thal he has been nom-
inated for this prestigious
award and to the controversy
touched off by the move. Al
says, | have no intention of
figuring in this contreversy in
any manner. This is my prin-
cipal reason for u you not
to nominate me lor the award.”

The Editor has explained
his position in a letter sent to
the Minister for State for
Cultural Affajrs, Jahanara
Begum, whose contents have
been relcased to the press.

The letter says that if the
press reports are correct, the
government has indeed done
Mr Ali a “great honour” by

him for the award.
Then, the Editor adds,
"However, | am now writin
this letter to request you, in
hymility, to withdraw my
nomination and to take what-
ever steps you consider neces-
sary to ensure that | do not re-
ceive the "Ekushe Padak’ ei-
ther this year or next year."

Giving his reasons for tak-
ing this position, the Editor
says, | have noted that reports
ol nominations for the awards
in journalism have touched ofl
a controversy which casts a
shadow over the credibility of
your choices, whether they are
lentative or [inal. There may
also be some truth in the ar-
gument that the whole cxer-
cisc has become politicised,
instead of reflecting a national
CONSensus.

Continuing, the letter says,
"This controversy is particu

larly unfortunate since ‘Ekushe
February' symbolises a mile-
stone in our national struggle.
Any award given to anyone Lo
mark this occasion should cer
tainly remain above all political
considerations,”

Outlining his personal posi-
tion vis-a-vis the proposed
award, Ali says in his letier,
"As a joumnalist, my sole aim is
to vontribute to the continued
growth of The Daily Star as an
independent non-partisan
newspaper which stands for
responsible constructive criti
cism, upholds broad-based na-
tional inlerests and accords
the highest priority to the
economic betterment ol our
impoverished millions. The
acceptance of this role by the
Star an ever-increasing
number of our readers and, in
deed, by all political partics is
the only recognition sought by
myscif and my collcagues in
The Daily Star "

Then, he adds, “If our
newspaper has gained in
stature and if, as its Editor, |
have earned a place for myself
in the field of journalism in
Bangladesh, the credit must
indeed go to the team of dedi-
cated, hard-working and non-
partisan journalists, which |
have the honour to lead.”

"This being the case,” Ali
adds, "the award, if any, should
indced go to The Daily Star,
rather than to any individual in
this publication, including my-
self. ”

Concluding the letter to the
State Minister, Al{ says that he
would have no choice but to
decline the award if it is still
offered to him, despite his re-
qucst to withdraw his nomina-
tion "cven at the risk of caus-
ing unintentional offence to
the government.”

JU closed till Feb 2
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Al-Beruni Hall were carlier ex-
pelicd from the university for
one year for insulting and
threatening a hall provost on
November 27,

Following Syndicate deci-
sion the JCD activists heid
nine Syndicate members as
hostages December 3, 1992
Two ministers from the ruling
BNP had to intervene to free
them alfler about 16 hours.

The ministers assured the
JCD leaders that they would
look into the matter and the
Vice Chancellor was supposed
to hear appeals from the ac-
cused two.

The Syndicate, however,
did not discuss about the
prayer in its regular monthly
meeting on December 31.

The Syndicate went into a
special session Saturday to
discuss university development
projects, but the JCD members
expected that the case of their
colleagues would be consid-
ered.

Hearing that the Syndicate
was dropping the issue from
the agenda 'as per rules’ the

JCD activists immediately
brought out processions
Saturday to protest the

Syndicate decision.

Some 50 rounds of gun-
shots were fired and crackers
were exploded during the
protest.

JCD members laid a total
siege by locking the offlice
rooms, stopping’'all examina-
tions and regular classes and
disrupting the transport ser-

President of JCI) and Vice
President of Jahangirnagar
University Central Students’
Union JUCSU) Masud llasan
Talukder in a memorandum
submitied to the Vice
Chancellor however withdrew
the siege yesterday alternoon
when the Syndicalc was on
close-door session.

JUCSU VP wurged the
Syndicate members to find out
a "honourable solution” to the
problem.

The Syndicate ended ils
meeting at 5-30 aller a five
hour session. Provosis of the
seven halls and proctor of the
universily went into another
mecling but decided Lo ask
students Lo vacate halls.

Eight special trips from the
campus Lo Dhaka have been ar-
ranged today to cvacuale the
residential students.

Exprcssing their rcaction
the General Secretlary of the
JCD JU unit Aminul Islam
Alam told The Daily Star that
they are 'stunned’ at the abrupt
decision of the Syndicate to
close down the university.

Lecaders of the JCD will
meel the Prime Minister today
to decide their luture course o
action, he added.

The JCD also has a plan to
challenge the decision of Lhe
Syndicate at the High Court,
he said.

The JUCSU VP in a press
bricfing blamed the Syndicate
and the administration for the
whole situation.

Mecanwhile, a large conlin-
5‘:“ of police force has becn

ployed on the campus.

Writ challenging
provision for
MPs' pension

A High Court Division Bench
yesterday issued a rule upon
the Secretary, Ministry of Law
and Justice and Secretary,
Bangladesh Jatiya Sangsad to
show cause within six weeks
why the Article 8A of the
Members of Parliament
(Remuneration and
Allowances) Order, 1973 and
amendment by the Act 18 of
1992 should not be declared
void, illegal, ultravires and un-
constitutional and of no legal
cffect, reports BSS.

The bench comprised
Justice Anwarul Hug
Chowdhury and Justice K M
Hasan.

Dr Ahmed Hussain, senfor

filed the writ petition chal-
lenging the 1 tality of the
Article BA of | ¢ Members of
Parllament (Rt .uneration and
Allowances) ¢ der, 1973 as
amended by t!  Act of 1992,
.The said art le provides
that "a member of parament
in recognition of hl- political
contributions shall be cnuﬂnd
to a pension of Taka one thou-

68 of the constitution. The
rovision of salaries,

and privileges do not
for pension, he sub-

ll- o

Probe body on Ctg
incident starts
work Jan 14

CHITTAGONG, Jan 12: The
one-man inquiry commission
will start work on January 14

(Thursday) to probe the
January 2-3 igcidents at South
Halishahar and Bandartila in
the city which left at least 10
people dead, reports UNB.

Justice Sultan Hossain Khan
will hear witnesses to the in-
cident and the aflected people
everyday between 10 am and 5
pm till January 30.

Two drowned
in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 12: Two
boatmen drowned at the
Peoples Jute Mills ghat carly
hours Loday when the boat lhey
were sleeping in sank in the
river Bhairab.

Ismail (20) and Zafar (22)
died as the fishing boat, which
was anchored in the low tide,
sank during nigh tide.

Gen Waheed new

Pak army chief

ISLAMABAD, Jan 12:
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan
today appointed Lieutenant
General ul Waheed as the
new Chief of the Pakistan
Army, slate-run television re-
ported, says AFP.

Tongi.

' Preparations for
holding Bishwa

Ijtema afoot

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Dec 12 : Pre-
parations are afoot to hold a
three-day 'Bishwa [jtema’ the
second largest congregation
for Muslim Ummah begins on
the eastern bank ol the River
Turag at Tongi Japuary 16.

An area of five square miles
is being covered with canopies
for the congregation expected
to be attended by over two
million Muslims from 60 coun-
tries, including Bangladesh.

The congregation is being
held at the present venue
since 1967, _

The Tablig Jamaat organis-
€rs are cxpecting over twenty
thousand Muslims from abroad
will attend the world congre-
gation which discusses the
teachings of Islam for three
days.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas is expected to attend
the Akheri Munajat (conclu-
ding prayer) in the noon of
January 18. Maulana Ahshanul
Hasim, the Amir of World
Tablig Jamaat, will conduct the
Akheri Munajat. The Bishwa
ljtema or the world con-
gregation draws the largest
number of Muslims only after
the |lajj.

Tripartite clash
leaves 10 hurt
in Mirpur
By Staff Correspondent

At least 10 people were in-
jured and scve vehicles
damaged in a tripartile clash
among students, transport
workers and police at Mirpur

The clash ensued in the
morning when a group of stu-
dents took to the street in
front of Mirpur Bangla College
protesting the death of a stu-
dent and the transport work-
ers chasing them,

Awal, a student of
Bashiruddin High School, was
killed in a road accident at
Mirpur Monday.

Vielence flared up at
Mirpur near B a College,
Darus Salam and Shyamoli
when police intervened to
bring the situation under con-
trul

Preparations for holding Bllhwa [itema (world Muslim congregation) nearing completion at

—Star photo

' Govt announces
Hayjj policy

All intending pilgrims have
to travel by air and deposit.
Taka 84,725 each as expenses
for performing the holy Hajf,
to be held on May 30, subject
to the sighting of the moon, a
Religious Ministry press re-
leasc said yesterday, reports
[3SS.

According to this year's Hajj
policy, approved by the gov-
ernment a total of 12,000
people will be allowed to go for
Ilajj from Bangladesh under of-
licial management. The Haj
applicants would be selected
on zila-wise quota basis and 10
per cent quota would be kept
rescrved for "Hajj- e-Badl.”

The break-up of the total
expenses to be deposited
mandalarily are Air Freight—
Taka 41,000; Foreign Travel
Tax—Taka 1,200; Terminal
Fee—Taka 300, Pilgrim Pass
and Ahkamul-Haj Book—Taka
25; Bank Service Charge—
Taka 200 and Taka 42,000 for
buying foreign exchange equiv-
alent to 4000 Saudi rials to
meetl the expenses in Saudi
Arabia during Hajj period.

Bcsides mandatory 4,000
Saudi rials, each pilgrim can
carry an additional 550 US
dullars bought from any sched-
uled bank at IP rate. The min-
istry has advised all intending
pilgrims to purchase some US
dollars in addition to manda-
tory 4000 Saudi rials for thcir
own conveniences,

The ministry has arranged
air-conditioned transport sys-
tem this year for Bangladeshi
pilgrims, considering the ad-
verse climatic condition of
Saudi Arabia.

The authority will take on
rent residential accommoda-
tion for only those who will ask
for it. Concerned persons have
been advised to consider it
while filling up the Hajj forms.

Opinion once expressed in
the form by individual appli-
cants, is not changeable under
any circumstances, the release
added.

Persons who will perform
the holy Hajj at their own ar-
rangement may also apply to
the government for arranging
their residential accommoda-
tion in Saudi Arabia. This deci-

sion has been ta.kr:n on the ba-

sis of the experiences that
non-official pllgrlml while
looking for accommodation,
were harassed by touts and
agents.

Hajj application forms, rules.
and regulations and envelops
will be available free of cost in
all scheduled banks, offices uf
the district administration and
Mirpur Hajj Office.

The last date for submission
of the application is February
15. All applicants with thcir
application have to cnclosc the
original deposit receipt [rom
scheduled banks against the
total mandatory amount [ixed
for the purpose. The applica-
tions must reach the respec-
tive offices of the Deputy

Commissioner within Fcbruary

156 either by registered post or
hand delivery.

The branches of the sched-
uled banks have been advisced
lo reccive money according to
this circular from the intend-
ing Hajj pilgrims. Thc banks
have been further advised not
to receive any moncy from le-
male applicants without their
"mohrem,”

The applicants have Lo ap-
pear before the medical board
through the offices their re-
specetive districl administra-
tion from February 16 and the

persons to be declared unfit by -

the medical board cannot go
for llajj. The district mcdical
board will examine the health
of the applicants, blood pres-
surc and blood group and will
realis¢c Taka 48 from cach for
meningilis injection. The
medical board cannot realise
any extra fce to dclermine
blood group.

The seclected persons have
to report to the temporary 1lajj
camps before four to five days
of their departure for Saudi
Arabia and the Hajj officers will
inform them ol necessary for-
malitics in due course.

None will be allowed 1o
carry any contraband including
liquor and other food ilcms
like tobacco and betel-nut.
Pilgrim pass would be issued
under official management
among Lhe pilgrims [rom
Dhaka llafj Office, the rcleasc
added.

|
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penditure, Mcnon said.

According to the medical
report, Menon's liver function
has come back to normal and
the lung has also started [une-
tioning quite normally.

The CMH doctors now
treating the WP lcader, how-
ever, advised him rest for a
few more days.

Although Menon was look-
ing confident while receiving
visitors at his Eskiton resf-
dence yesterday, his family
members scemed anxious
-about his health.

Annck, his eight-
son studying at an English
medium schodl in the cily, was
seen persuading him to take
mediecine in time while his
wife was requesting visitors
not to talk much with Menon
for the sake of his health.

The WP leader is now re-
celving treatment on aliernate
day at the Combined Military
Hospital (CMH] for an infec-
tion that he developed 10 days

Deseribing the moment he

"Momentarily I thought that
had lobbed a crude
bomb .on me.," the WP leader

E

"What | wanted to know
from the people rushing to-

| anything about the medical ex-

year-old

wards me following the inci-
dent was whether blood was
flowing out of my nostrils. With
the answer in the negative 1
fclt, on the assumption that no
vital organ of my body had
been hit, | would be in a posi-
tion to fight it back and sur-
vive," Menon told this corre-
spondent yesterday.

He, however, attached due
importance lo the treatment
he received in home and
abroad,

Talking about the suspects,
the WP leader said, "1 have no
doubt that the people who had
been threalening me with
death over telephone few days
before the incident belong to
the fundamentalist forces of
the country. Besides, the Jubo
Command, backed by the
Jamaat-Freedom Party axis,
printed my name, along with
that of other patriotic people
of the country, in its hit list,”
Menon said and hastened to
add that it was surprising that
government was yet ta inter-
rogate those involved wtth
these organisations.

About the other sus —
Ujirpur-based faction of the
Sarbahara Party — Menon said
"l admit that some of them be-
Emﬁ E enemy but how
cou Daily Sangram sa
that the Sarbahara P .
who attempted on my life had
already been killed?”

The Daily Sangram. popu-
larly known as the lppl::mn

.means of resolving

Partyman’

Menon unhappy over probe

of the Jamaat-e-Islami, pub-
lished such a news, . Menon
claimed. lle observed that if
the report correct the investi-
gating authority should have
asked the edilor of the daily to

come out with the documents
for the sake of unearthing the
fact relating Lo the incident.
On the present political sit-
uation of the country, he said
that things had deteriorated
during the last four months.
"The economy is at stake,
law and order siluation is yet
to be improved, mills and fac-
tories are being closed bul the
major political partics, jnstead
of debating on the ways and
Lhese
problems seem busy mudsling-
ing against one another on less

important issues,” Mcnon ob-
ﬂﬂlﬂfd,

"We are yet to make parlia-
mentary democracy cllcctive
by means ol utilising this insti-
tution as the highest national
forum for policy decisions of
the nation,” the WP lcader
added.

Menon feels that all the
parties should attend the par-
llament session Lo be resumed
on January 17 for a construc-
tive debate on issues affecting
national interest. He would,
however, talk to the other op-
posilion parties before finalis-
ing his decision for altending
the session.

fliegal

]| Supreme Court order

‘Return personal
belongings of
Ershad in 7 days'

The Supreme Court has
asked the Home Ministry to
hand over the personal belong-
ings of former President H M
Ershad, stored in a house in
Dhaka Cantonment, within
seven days, reports UNB.

A Divistion Bench of the
Supreme Court comprising
Justice Anwarul Huq Chow-
dhury and Justice K M [Hasan

delivered the judgement
yesterday.

A writ petition was earlier
filed in the Supreme Court

challenging the action of the
government of locking up and
scaling ol personal belongings
such as cloths, shoes, carpets,

intings, electronic geoods,
urniture ctc which were
stored in the rented house by
his brother-in-law Mustafizur
Rahman.

A contingent of police from
Cantonment thana forcibly en-
tered the house on May 7,
1992, locked up the goods and
evicted the carctaker of the
house owned by one Manik Mia
who lives in London.

It was argued in the court
that such action of forcibly en-
tering a private house without
any warranl or notice was in
violation of Articles 27.31,22
and 43 of the Constitution
concerning f[undamental
rights.

The Division Bench found
that the police had entered
the house without any author-
ity of law, locked up the goods
without any warrant or seizure
and declared such action o be
and malafide.

It directed the Sccretary of
the Ministry of Home Affairs to
unlock and unseal House No
22A Jahangir Road, Dhaka
Cantonment and hand over the
personal bclongings of the
lormer President.

Armed men raid
Dhalpur slum

area again

By DMCH Correspondent

Armed men again raided
the slum area at City Palli,
Dhalpur, under Demra police
station Tuesday afternoon.

A minibus driver Golam
Mostala who was passing by
suffered bullet injuries during
the raid and was admitted to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

Yesterday's incident was a
follow-up of Monday's armed
attack by gangsters who
ransacked and damaged at
lcast 50 thatched houses and
lefl score of people wounded.

Local people said a group of
armed men attacked the slum
area following a row between
two groups over playing carom
Monday.

Armed men again raided
the area at around 4 pm
Tuesday. They opened gun-
shots and exploded crackers
in the area, witnesses said.

Demra police said that-a
case was lodged with them in
connection with the Monday's
incident. Buf no arrest was
made until last night, police
added. gasi B

OIC summit
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Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) said in a
“final derlaration.”

Bosnian President Alija
Izetbegovic took part in the
closed-door summit along
with Palestine
Organisation (PLO) leader
Yasser Aralat and representa-
tives of seven key other QIC
members.

The final communique said
the United Nations Security
Council should "take full re-
sponsibility for preserving the
independence and territorial
integrity of Bosnia-
Herzegovina'.

In_view of "the continued
intransigeance of the Serbian
aggressor” the OIC said UN
rcsolutions on  Bosnia-
llerzegovina including the im-
position of an air-exclusion
zone should be "Put in to ap-
plication immediately and.
fully™.

The communique said the
Serbs policy of T"Ethnic
cleansing perpetrated against
Muslims” was in fact a
"campaign of genocide" and
called for the “Immediate
creation of an international
tribunal for war erimes com-
mitted in Bosnia-llerzegovina
and former Yugoslavia.”

Alleged killer
of Tiger
Babul nabbed

Detective police yesterday
arrested an absconding ac-
cused from Mirpur area and
recovered arms and ammuni-
tion based on his confession,
reports UNB.

Police identilied the ar-
rested person as 8 M Mizanur
Rahman alias Chhit Babul (30),
the main accused in the mur-
der of Tiger Babul and a terror
of Mohammadpur and Lalbagh
arcas, who was absconding for

i long.

Liberation
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CAIRO, Jan 12: Arab

Tuesday

ministers demanded on

that the UN Security Council impose sanctions on

Israel if it refuses to allow more than 400 expelied
Palestintans to return home. The ministers’ resolution, read
to reporters by Arab League Secretary General Esmat Abdel-
Magid, also called on the Security Council to appoint an in-
ternational force to protect Palestintans living in Jsracli-occu-
pied territories, reports Reuter

Serbs accept compromise

plan on condition

GENEVA, Jan 12: Bosnian Serbs on Tuesday a

constitutional plan for Bosnia-Herzegovina,
in seven days, a

parliament

their
for the federal

Yugoslav Republie said. The agreement, if confirmed, would

remove a major obstacle to
chairmen said earlier

talks here which the co-

today had broken down over the refusal

of the Bosnian Serbs to accept the constitutional blucprint,

reports AFP,

Afghan Vice-President
dies in Pakistan

PESHAWAR, Jan

Alghanistan died Tuesday, a
Pakistan for emergency medical treatment, doctors said. He

was 42, reports AP.

12: Vice-President Amir Humza of

day after he was airltfied to

115 nations sign convention
banning chemical arms today

PARIS, Jan 12: At least 115 nations will sign a UN conven-
tion banning the manufacture, possession or use of chemical

weapo

ns at a three-day ceremony in Paris starting on

Wednesday, French officials said on Monday, reports Reuler.

Yellow Panel
sweeps RU
Syndicate,
Dean polls

RAJSHAHI, Jan 12: The Ye-
llow Panel of teachers of Raj-
shahi University swept Syn-
dicate, Dean and Planning and
Doevelopment Committee elec-
tions today (Tuesday), bagging
15 out of a total of 18 posts,
reports UNB.

It won all the five teachers’
scals in the Syndicate, four
Deans and six Planning and

Development Commitilee
memboers, -

Yellow's rival, Green pancl
got two Deans and one seat in
the Planning and Development
Commitlee.

The five Yellow re nla-
tives in the Syndicate are Prof
Abul Fazal Haque, Associaie
Professor, M Nurullah, Assis-
tant Professor, Matiur Rahman,
Lecturer, A K M Shafiul Alam
and Provost | Alam.

The six eclected Yellow
Deans are Prof Ali Akbar of
Arts Faculty, Profl Lutfol Rah-
man of Science Faculty, Asso-
ciate Prol Nasim/Anjum of
Commeree Faculty and Prof FR
Khan of Secial Sciences Facully
while the two others [rom
Yellow panel are Prof "Abu
Taher of Life and Earth Faculty
and Prof Abu Baker of Law
Fac 3

A total of 475 teachers out
ol 491 cast votes in the elee-

tion, held from 8 am to I pm

without break.

Sylhet storm
death toll

now 46

From Our Currespoh dent

SYLHET, Jan 12: With the
death of four more persons the
number of deaths caused by
the storm that swept over

Sylhet and S districts
stood at 46 today
Besides, one person in

Doarabazar and another in
Sunamganj sadar were still

missing, said an official source

in Sunamganj Tuesday.
However, the actual number

of deaths would be higher, ac-
cording to some unofficial
source.
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" Sunil Dutt

resigns
BOMBAY, Jan 12: Cinc star
turned  politician and

Congress-1 MP from Bombay
North West constituency, Sunil

Dutt, today resigned from the
Lok Sabha as ‘a selfl imposed
punishment’ in the wake of the
deteriorating law and order
situation in the metrepolis,
reports PT1.

In his resignation letter to
the Prime Minister, PV
Narasimha Rao, Dutt expressced
anguish that 'there are no
signs of peace in the near fu-
turc and clouds of darkness
arc hanging over the citly
where as an eclected member
ol parliament | feel totally
helpless, pained and tortured
that I, as an MP, an unable to
‘bring some solace and peace in
lives of people.’

Advani

From Page 1 Col 7

e said though the Rao gov-
ernment might have numerical
majority in the Lok Sabha, its
mandate of the people had
'evaporated.’

Advani said the Ayodhya
movement had acted as a
‘calalyst’ so far as ideological
debate was concerned and the
true meaning ol secularism
and nationalism as envi
by the framers of Indian
Constitution and f{reedom
lighters.

lie said the Ayodhya move-
ment has in fact channelised
the strong resentment of the
majority over the distortion of
the meaning of secularism and
nationalism by other political
parties.

Advani also categorically
said” that the Krishnajanam-
bhumi in Mathura and Kashi
Vishwanath in Varanasi were
not in the party’'s agenda.

- Another report says: The
Supreme Court will decide the
constitutional validity of the
presidential reference on the
Ayodhya dispute on January 21.

A division bench, compris-
ing Justice M N Venkata-
challaian and Justice G N Ray,
before which the reference
came up for preliminary hea-
ring today, rcferred the malter
for considcration before a five-
judge constitution bench afler

an objection was raised by

counsel for the UP Sunni Wak{
Board and others.

BENGALI
INDIAN
PAKISTANI
ITALIAN
ARABIAN

RESTAURANT

YOU ARE WELCOME

TO TASTE OUR SPICY CURRY OF
FOLLOWING A-LA-CARTE CUISINES

AND MORE OTHERS

WE ARE ALREADY OPEN FOR YOU IN THE
FOLLOWING TIMING

LUNCH : 12.00 HRS TO 15.00 HRS.
DINNER : 18.00 HRS. TO 22.00 HRS.

JUST TASTE THE DIFFERENCE

ALAM MARKET (2ZND FLOOR)
43, NORTH GULSHAN (NEAR CIRCLE-2)

ALSO TAKE AWAY
SERVICE FOR FAST
FOODS, PASTRIES,
SPECIAL OCCASION
CAKES ETC.

TAKE A.‘HA'!'
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