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Consideration for Environment in Development

EVELOPMENT polic-
tes of sh s
increast focust
on mﬂmmﬂw
- and sustainable resource
w Though still now
all development projects have
not been incorporated through
governmental
h.-L\- the initial feastbilit
, the latest
l"lw Year th (1990-95) has
clearly stated the
government's concern for
envirenmental commitment
with development. Not only
that, after suffe unprece -
dented catast and
dreadful cyclone the .
desh govermment a
separate Ministry for
Environment and Forest in
19890 and declared 1990 as
"The Year of the Environment”
and 1990s as "The Decade of
the Environment”.

A two-day national work-
shop on Environment and
Natural Resource Management
in Bangladesh was organized by
Bangladesh sociological
Association (BSA) from January
26-27, 199]1. Proceedi of
this workshep have
brought out recently in a book
entitied "Environment and
Natural Resource Management
t;n;iutghduh“ Edited by Syed

ir . The articles
the book mnl that a numbeh:'
of methodological and empirt;
cal considerations have been
neglected and overlooked by
policy planners, academicians,
and activists concerned with
development planning, nature
and environment conservation
and protection.

Environmental, develop-
mental and social context

The critical area of culture,
rolmm. economics of envi-

renment can be seen as soci-
etal degradations which are
put into effect by development
Generally we know that
h is a predominantly
agrarian couniry. Existing
agrarian structure of
Bangladesh hinders the dy-
namics of uction process
that eventually affects the pro-
duction and equitable distribu-
tien for Iits production

Subsequently, agriculture de-
velopment policies were for-

by Imtiar Shamim

has witnessed an unsatisfactory
pmduc tion. Margipal farmers
are being evicted from thetr
small land.

b) Infrastructural develop
ment programmes under polit-
ical patronage, indiscrimi-
nately constructed roads and
highways, dams and embank-
ments which did not take into
consideration the huge food-
plain and river networks of the
country. These dams and em
bankments have changed

clally uninformed and ll-con-
celved”.

But the real world is, of
course, much more complex
and demands assimilation of
socto-cultural and anthropolog-
ical variables in project de-
signs in absence of appropriate
methodological discussion and
in presence of the emphasis
given by some scholars on
economic variables.

in this perspective, some
rescarchers offer a possibility

It should be our immediate concern to reconsider the issues related to
environmental degradation. Thus, multidisciplinary approach with greater
emphasis on sociological and anthropological methodology direction is
needed to be involved to assess the potential social and environmental impact

qf development activities.

mulated to increase produc-
tion rate without considering
these factors. These policies
resulted in unplanned urban
which sucked the sur-
plus from rural economy in
favour of a support for the
met tan economy. Such a
growth and yrban-based devel-
opment practice obviously ne-
glected its potential soctal and
environmental impact. As a re-
sult, these policics, have led to
numerous problems, though
not explicit and immediate, af-
fecting our socicty, people and
nature in the long run.
impacts are as follows:

a) The growth approach of
agricultural development pol-
icy has created differences in
Bangladesh society on the one
hand. On the other hand, it is
increasingly causing damage to
the fertility of soil as it encour-
ages use of chemical agro-in-
puts, rclcntl:nl Over the
years, Bnnﬁlndca agriculture

courses of rivers and some-
where halted their flows. As a
result, the country has suffered
frequent floods and droughts,
putting burden on the poor
majority. Fish population has
decreased abnormally.

¢} The so-called question of
national identity and develop-
ment policy introduced by
state-machanism and inter-
ventions of Bangalees in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
has created a major political
and environmental crises for
the state,
Methodological discussion

Environmental research
and development could be ex-
cellent with the active part-
nership and invelvement of so-
cial scientists. All the devel-
opment policies are planned
delberately with economic
bias. This tendency "has failed

or did not’ l'ulﬂl its potential
crb]crthrca because it was so-

and scope of sociological and
anthropological method in en-
vironmental conservation and
sustainable resource manage-
ment, which will incite devel-
opment policy planners to
recognize an integrated plan
reflected by environmental
consciousness in .the post

UNCED era.

Illusion and reality

From the time unknown

this part of the world was

known as the ry of Asia.
mplc used hm-n rice and

But our growth-blased de-
velopment policies do not ree-
oncile with these anthropolog-
ical considerations. E{rltqiﬂ
of all development goals are
characterized by immediate
economic and consumer
greed. Therefore the so-called
modern agricultural technol-
ogy usurped the traditional

practices of cultivation: HYV
technology was imposed with
out examining its long-term
environmental effect.t We ex-
pand our Plain Land
Agriculture (PLA) on to Upland
Hill Tracts (UHT) causing fur-
ther environmental degrada-
tion. Massive flood control and
irrigation projects have been
undertaken, which barely in-
volve assessment of impacts on
environment and local people.
Greedy intervention and un-
wise management of our fragile
natural resources throws us
into sinister [ate, as Syed Zahir
Sadcqu: correctly has identi-

. "No process exists within
Lhr government to identify a
project's need for an environ-
mental impact assessment at
or before the initial feasibility
study stage. No institution has
been established to determine
the scope of analysis that pro-
jects might uire, carry out
intcgrated analyses, or coordi-
nate cross-sectoral reviews
routinely among the agencics
before new projects decisions
are made."

It should be our immediate
conecern to reconsider the is-
sues related to environmental
degradation. Thus, multidisci-
plinary approach with greater
emphasis on socio and
anthropological methodology
directign is needed to be in-
volved to assess the potential
social and environmental im-
pact of development activities.

Needless to say, this book
(Environment and Natural
Resource Management (n
Bangladesh’) will, as the editor
expects, encourage “the
younger social scientists to ap-
preciate and understand the
social context of environment
and natural resources man-
agement.”

The Right and Wrong Ways to

S OMETIMES, one of An-
wony Adongo's students
fll come to take his

hand as he walks through the

school.

"Look, Master,” the student

will say. "See my tree.”
Adongo, an agriculture
teacher, began a tree-planting

roject on the school
the studenis three ycars
ago, and now the results are

sceds to plant at their homes.
If their interest is maintained,
they will educate their parents
too.” |
The benefits are obvious at
this baking-hot savannah town
of Bawku, just a few miles in-
side Ghana from the Burkina

Trees h:ln-ted now can give Gﬁumn villagers better crops, a better mﬂage aud an income

. don't,” he says.

Raise More 1rees

by Mark Richardson from Ghana

Mﬁw&mhmq{tﬁemtmmemﬂrmmwnﬂhhm

where numerous aid
to

agencies combine with governments to encourage efforts

the continent's disappearing forests. In this report _from Ghana,
part of the special Gemini News Service series on the

environment,

Gemini News Service reports on how educational projects can be made to
work, artd how can be wasted.

Some schools do, others

"The Ministry doesn’t seem
to mind what happens then,
though. We still have to buy
and find the trees ourselves.
They don't care so much about
lrees as doing what they're

* told is the right thing.

"Every now and again,

somebody comes and looks at
the trees and says You're do-
ing a good job,' but that's it.

Some belicve they
will dic when they plant a trec
that will take their soul, or
that all fruit mnst be given to
the chief alone and not benefit
the grower.

Kuwornu also denies fre-
gquently voiced charges that
money and t:l'furl. can easily be
wasted,

"Just look at this,” says
Bruce Thomecrson in disgust,

walking through a field near

from ch wood. The problem is to get the people environmentally aware.

! .
have few trees left to
them from the sun the

of ¢ £ for fire-

and thTPmrrnul and con-
lt!'l:ll:tﬂi;n. P;lmt}ulchtd roofs
offer on te and leafy
shad trees nmm"l’: compound
are appreciated, _
It is this kind of immediate
tion that is the spark
for firing environmental
‘awareness around the world.
Among Ghana's numerous

et s &
and corruption in
the mrnmnt and mis-
" placed good intentions from
somec of the international aid
agencies. So it is the work of
~ basic teachers like that
is slowly but effectively getting
across the message that trees

are pﬂd for the land.
School headmaster Ben

to plant trees. «

That's all they do.”

Adongo . ::un:paru these
worlds without action to as-
signing homework to his stu-
dents.

It you don't mark the prep
who's going to do the prep
next time? They'll just fﬂrget
about it."

The head of public relations
for Ghana's Dcparlmcnt of
Forestry, which acts with the
ministries of education, agri-
culture and lands and re-
sources to offer environmental
education to schools, denies
the charges that the govern-
ment is ineffective.

"We have a proposed educa-
tion budget of five million
cedis a year [about $11,000).
which is grossly inadequate,
‘but within this we're doing our
best,” says Samuel Kuwornu.

responsc now is better

-thﬂnan}'tlm-c in the last .10

The lack of money often
means that education must be
left to non-governmental or-
ganisations such as Landlife

Ghana, which ' travels to
schools th L the country
showing Western teaching

videos and trying to convinee -

students not to listen to their
parents’ environmental advice.

the northern town of Tamale.
"This is a classic example of
five or six people in a villnge
who care, and all the others
not giving a twopenny ¢uss
Five acres of woodfuel trees
have been planted in the field,
some 10,000 nurtured
scedlings, so that the village of
Chesugu could claim a free bag
of rice from the independent
Adventist Development and
Reliel Agency (ADRA). Once
the trees were planted and the

* rice eaten, almost everyone

lost interest. Not long after-
wards, the young lot was
razed when villagers set fire to
the grass to flush out bush rats
and other prospective meals.

"Here, there was no aware-
ness,” says Thomerson, a
British agro-forestry adviser
working with Ghana's Ministry
of Agriculture. "They didn't
want to plant trees — they just
wanted to keep up with the
Joneses and make sure they're
in line for all the free goodies.

"They benefitted then from
good intentions that back-
fired.”

The same villagers ap-
proached Thomerson last year
for another five acres of free
trees, which would give them
more rice, but he refused to

aup&y them.
“We planted 500 trees in-
stead, back- work for

me and them, and | told them

thcy conld have more if those
survived. They haven't."”

And in the scrub field, he ;

kicks at some stunted stalks of
trees that were never watered,
never protected from animals,
and never cared about.

At the nearby village of
Nwodua, though is a small,
well-tended nursery, and
healthy crops sprouting among
lucina, mahogany and neem
trees. This, says-Thomerson, is
the main difference between
education and food aid.

"When environmental
awareness is taught on the
back of missionary Iliteracy
programmes, like here, so
much the better. These people
look ahead, which is uncom-
mon here, and realise that
trees planted . now can give
them better crops, a better vil-
lage, and an income from the
wood.”

The planting was sponsored
by Africa 2000, a United
Nation as funding agency
which provided $5,422 to
Nwodua to buy tools, fencing
and seedlines. After five years,
Thomerson predicts the vil-
lage will pay for itself in sales
of wood and crops to other vil-
lages.

“These people are really
trying — they don't even have
mains water here, all the water
must be carried from the dam.

"You've got to give them lots
of encouragement and help at
this stage, without giving
orders or assu you know
everything. Then they'll be
successful, and so will Ghana".

Africa 2000 is careful about
how it gives away its
$5000,000 budget each year.
Near the timber town of
Kumasi, board member Nana
Koranteng s not impressed
with the teak lot she is stand-
ing in that was grown with
thousands of dollars worth of
tools provided by Africa 2000,
A few small trees in the over-
grown field are all to be seen.

"They won't be getting a
recommendation for the extra-
money (they want),” she whis-
pers as an aside. But later up
the dirt road, at an unsched-
uled tour of the village of
Wiamose, pastor Stephen
Antwi takes her around a very
different teak project.

' The trees, for poles and
firewood, are tall and straight
and the cassava and ﬁunﬂ-
nuts growing beneath them
healthy. Antwi wants about
$6,000 to buy tools for 400 vil-
lagers to tend the wvarious
established projects, spread
over 50 hectares.

"We wanted to grow teak to
stop all the erosion and make
some money for the town.”

ADRA provided the money to

. ried

get them started.

Alrica 2000 will help fund
only® established projects with
sincere interest from its
workers, and for Koranteng,
Wiamose fits the bill. Maybe
not for $6,000, but pmbahi
for at least half that in :hmr:ln
machetes and wheelbarrows.

Aniwi doesn't know this yet
and he's still selling the village.
"We've al got the mon
they'll bend over in the fie
from momning to night.” —
GEMINI NEWS
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Putting People Before Pachyderms

NVIRONMENTALISTS
E regard them as ham-
less. gentle giants in
need ol protection, but more
and more Alricans are seeing
elephants as nothing more
than big pests.
Chris Atim of the London-
based Alrican Refugee Centre

has watched elephants trample

through [armers’ [ields, de-
vouring and destrr?ing what -

ever crops they could lay their
trunks on.
"When elephants paass

through your field,” he says,
"be assured that your family
will experience famine next
year",

But as worid-wide environ-
mentalists efforts increase the
pressure on African govern-
ments to protect the ele-
phants, countries in the region
are getting hard put in balanc-
ing environmental demands
with their own people's needs.

"Withaut providing a viable

Officials who atiended a
scminar Beyond the Earth
Summit’ at the University of
London in Novernber said one
of the causes for the decrease
in elephant populations is

The preservation of Afri-

ca's

the people into consid-
eration, say activists.
Moyiga Nduru of IPS
reports.

faulty western-oriented envi-
ronmental pélicy that has ig-
nored the needs of the local
people.

"Once policies ignore the
needs of the local people, it is

bound to ec¢rumble.” said
Mohamed Suliman eof the
Institute for African

Alternatives in London.
Suliman, originally from

"llllllir
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alternative policy to. African
[armers,” argues Atim, "there's
no sense asking them to pro-
tect the continent's herd of
elephant populations.”

Thousands of Africa's ele-
phants are believed to have
been killed between 1979 and
1989, mainly by poachers, ac-
cording to the Geneva-based
Conlerence of the Convention
on  International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES).

But no one has been keep-
ing tabs on the scores of ele-
phants killed by frate farmers
who have had trouble keeping
the beasts from trampling
crops they had nurtured for
months.

Combined with the peach-
ers’ kills, this has resuilted in
the number of elephants
dwindling from 1.3 million in
1979 to 600,000 a dccade

laler.

Sudan, cited the f[ailure of
Jongel Canal — the world's
longest — as an example,

The canal was meant to im-
prove Lhe flow of water to
Egy' « for agricultural use from
the upper Nile in the Sudan.
But work on the multi-million
dollar project was stopped by
thé¢ Sudan Peoples Liberation
Armv (SPLA) in 1984 after
fierce opposition by locals who
feared it would drain the
swaTnE ‘Sudd’ area, killing

denying access to wa-
ter for wildlife,

Indeed, thousands of ani-
mals — including elephants —
reportedly died or broke their
legs while trying to cross the
canal in search ol water.

"This 18 only the tip of an
iceberg,” said John Andrews, a
private researcher on projects
in Africa. "Thousands of west-
ern-oriented projects have

population
must take the needs of

fafled in Africa because people
did not like it~

To stop elephants from de-
stroying crops, Alrican gov-
ernmenis would need more
money 1o keep the lumbering
beasts in reserve or game
parks. Southern Africa’'s worst
drought in living memery this
year made the crisis worse.

Unfortunately, meost of
these countries are too poor o
finance such programmes.
African governmenl represen-
tatives meeting in Kenya ear-

lier this year estimated that at
least an extra USS$ 350 million
was needed for elephant con-

scrvation over the next five
years.
Writing in the British

newspaper The Guardian re-
cently, Simon Lyster of the
World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF), said: "Perhaps more
important than increased
spending. programmes are
needed that give local people
more benefits from elephants,
therefore more incentives to
conserve them.”

“Increasing human popula-
tions mean that mnl‘ﬁt .
tween clephants and humans
is growing.” he argued,
uniess local communities ben-
cfit from elephants they will
simply get of them.”

Still, the major fear comes
from poaching Although ivo
trade was banned by CITES in
1989, the valued commedity
continues to find its way in the
international markets, ecspe-
clally in Hong Kong and Japan.

Allan Thornton, chair of
Environmental Investigation
Agency (EIA), whose organisa-
tion monitors clephant popula-
tions in southern Africa, also
blamed the warring military
juntas in the region of being
responsible for killing
"thousands of Africa's ele-
phants as a sideshow to their
armed crusades.”

Once home to well over
100,000 elephants, Thornton
said that elephant populations
in Angeola and Mozambique
now hang in the balance.
“Years of civil war have re-
duced them to relic popula-
tions living in a state of siege,”

Despite the arguments ad-
vanced by southern African
governments to lift CITES ban
on ivory trade during a meet-
ing in Kyoto, Japan, early this
ycar, a vast majority of the 114

CITES members opposed the
idea.

But the reconciliation be-
tween elephants and man is
expected to take a long time.
As A. Odhiambo of the British
charity Oxfam put it: "] can't
be kind to animals until [ am
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Why Norway will Start Killing Whales
this Summer

by Ross Brown writes from Oslo

ORWAY will ignore the
possibility of trade san-
ctions and the proba-
bility of militant campaigns by
environmental groups by
resuming whaling this
northern summer. A quota of
110 minke-whales will be
killed for "research putposes.”
The decision brings a
glimmer of hope, indeed light,
to Arctic coastal communities
now experfencing total dark-
ness. But the government is
being criticised for not going
far enough and starting com-
mercial whaling, and allowing
a catch of 2,000 minkes.
Foreign Minister Thorvald
Stoltenberg of the Labour Party
qﬂvcmmcnt recently travelled
550 kms from Oslo to
Svolvaer, main town of the
ruggedly beautiful Lofoten
Islands. There he addressed
the annual meeting of the
Northland Small Whale
Hunters Association, which has
a mere 44 members, yet has
long been granted a status by
the press and politiclans far
outweighing its economic sig-
nificance for Norway.
Stoltenberg obviously car-
support from Prime
Minister Mrs. Gro Harlem

Drundtland. As head of the .°

United Nations Commission on
Environment and Development
she has emphasised the com-
patibility of taking a toll of bia-
logical resources when a
species in nol endangered.
Norway bases its decision
on estimates ol 80,000 minkes
in the North-East Atlantic.
Many scientists elsewhere say
these number are vague. as
counting methods are dis-
putable. Yet Norway's chief sci-
entist on marine mammals,
Prof. Lars Wallooe, believes
taking 1600 minkes a year is

- justified,

Many Norwegians living far
to the south of the Lofotens
and North Norway claim that
people "up there" are making
too much fuss about temporary
loss of income from whaling.
They say North Norway is un-
polluted and the people have
cosy lives despite a harsh cli-
mate,

Besides, there is the fear
that countries like the United
States and Britain will retaliate
with trade boycotts if whaling
is resumed.

Like Japan and the former
Soviet Union, Norway is a tra-
ditional whaling natien dating
back to times when coastal
whaling provided subsistence.

The great days of whaling be-
gan after Seved Foyn invented
the harpoon-gun in 1868,
culminating in pelagic whaling
in the Antarciic.

Norway ceased this blood-
bath in 1968 not because of
pressure from environmental
groups but because the giant
whales were decimated and
many companies were losing
their vast profits.

Coastal whaling was quite
different. The whale hunted
was the minke, a baleen whale
up to 10 metres long. Activity
was pursued for a few weeks
each year mainly by fishing
vessels fitted with whaling
gear and a crew.

This brought added income
to vulnerable coastal commu-
nities like Rost, the southern-
most groups of islets of the

Svolvaer
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Lofotens. Rost, with 850 peo-
ple, 18 a well-ordered society
with a chureh, bank, post of-
fice, youth hostel, bird cliff and
boat hire. It welcomes tourisis
in a summer dominated by the
midmghl: sun.

Skrova, another small is-
land, has 400 people deriving
their affluence from the sea.

i h_mr‘”'%é%ﬁlﬂﬂ|m"'w
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llere are modern homes and
cars, albeit
tres ufpav road.

The island had five [ish-
processing plants that took

half of all minkes caught off .

Norway before the
International Whaling
Commission (IWC) imposed a
bart on hunting these whales in
1985, Yet only one plant
closed. Island businessmen
had the foresight to concen-
trate on salmon farming and
herring export and kept full

“employment.

The government says the
whale quota of 110 in 1992
will increase to 136 in the fol-
lowing two years. Former
whalers on Rost and Skrova
sce this as simply a means of
testing world opinion, espe-
cially that of the IWC, before
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full commereial whaling is re-
sumed.

Leading pro-whaling groups
in Norway are the Northland
Small Whale Hunters
Association, Survival in the Far
North — an umbrella organisa
tion for fishermen and hunters
in lands bordering the North
Atlanti¢ — and Norway's

ust a few kﬂume-'

Fishing Association.

They are eritical of envi-
ronmental groups like,
Greenpeace and attack the US
stand on whaling. Said Georg -
Blichfeldt, of Survival in the
Far North:
"The pet culture there consid-
ers whalés and seals as sacred.
They want to drag their beliels
over the heads of people else-
where.”

Whaling lobbyists see the
IWC as a threat, Even
Norwegian Fishery Minister
Mrs Oddrunn Pettersen agrees
with the general attitude that
it seems to be more of a con-

servation organisation for

whales than one managing
hunting without depleting the

stocks,

Whalers are angered by the
contention of some IWC mem-
bers, particularly New Zealand,
that whales are unique and in-
telligent mammals of the

“occan and must be protected

forever. Nor can they fathom
how countries like Oman,
Switzerland or Seychelles can
deliberate on whaling at IWC
meetings,

Set up in 1946, the IWC re-
ceived support from whaling
nalions for the view that
stocks were being destroyed
[aster than many could be re-
plenished. Its membership is
dwindling. In 1983 it had 40
members. Of the 36 registered
in 1991 only 30 came to the
annual meeting in Reykjavik.

There Iceland withdrew
membership, although this will
not take force until June with
the next meeting in Glasgow.

Norway has previously
shown dignity and graceful ac-
knowledgement when de-
feated in its efforts to resume
commercial whaling. Now
Thorvald Stoltenberg sees ad-
vantages in Norway announcing
its withdrawal in Glasgow and
probably forming a new whale
union with Iceland and the
former Boviet Union.

Norway is not yet free of the
flensing knife, even if it has
heartened people in the far
north. In Oslo in February it
will be taken to court by the
Small Whale Hunters Associa-
tion and five whaling compa-
nies. They want 400 million
kroners compensation because
the State stopped whaling
following the IWC decision in
| 985,



