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main army
. headquarters

COLOMBO, Jan 11: The Shri
Lankan military will shift its
main headquarters from
Colombo to the northeastern
battle front where troops are
fighting separatist Tamil
guerillas Defence officials said
Sunday, reports AFP.

The Joint Operations
Command WJOC), made up of
combat troops from the army,
navy, airforce, police and all
para-military groups, will move

{p_hnumd}npum. they said.

It will enable field com-
manders to communicale eas-
jer with JOC headquarters re-
sponsible for conducting the
war against the separatisl
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam(LTTE), added.

JOC arters was first
located in a jonable resi-
dential area of Colombo till it
was destroyed on June 21,
1991 in a LTTE bomb attack.
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Iraqi ]E!‘-ﬂ'&l.‘lhip has answered to '‘American threats'. Iraq denied un Sunday !:hs__t it had
backed down in its latest war of nerves with the West, saying its anti-aircraft missiles were
still deployed in the southern no-fly zone on a state of alert.

BRIEF1Y

Int'l film festival begins in Delhi:

The 24th International Film Festival was inaugurated 'in New
Delhi Sunday, reports Xinhua.

Nearly
the 11-day festival.

200 feature and non-feature films will be shown in

The Indian Panorama will open with the screening of a
non-feature in Hindi and a feature in English.

A couple of retrospectives have also been listed to give a
touch of seriousness to the festival.

d 2 weeks in orbit:

2 monkeys

Two monkeys retu

to Earth in good cendition Sunday

after spending nearly two weeks in orbit aboard a Russian
spacecraft, the Interfax news agency reported, says AP from

Moscow.
The monkeys

had been launched December 29 aboard a

Soyuz booster rocket fired from the Plesetsk cosmodrome
north of Moscow. The rocket also carried plants, insects and

cell and tissue cultures.

The press service of the Military Space Programme said
experts from the European Space Agency as well as ltalian,
German and other foreign scientists oversaw biological exper-
iments on the monkeys and insects.

Interfax quoted the press service as saying without clabo-

ration that such experiments could not have been conducted

on human beings.

12 killed in Pak blast: A icast 12 peopic were

killed and 15 injured at a power plant explosion in southern

Pakistan, authorities
Hyderabad, Pakistan.

said Monday, reports AP from

The cause of the blast, which occurred late Sunday in the

nearby village

of Kotri, was not immediately

known.

Kotri is about 150 miles (240 kilometres) from Karachi,
the capital of southern Sindh Province.

Peru violence claims 39 more: aieast

39 people were killed in a string
army and leftist rebels over the weekend, officials

Peruvian
said, report AFP from Lima.
On Satu

of clashes between the

rday, Peruvian army troops backed by helicopter

gunships led a four-hour attack on a Shining Path rebel based

in the Peruvian Amazon killi
" Alberto Pujimori said.
The army, which

ng at least 15 guerillas, President

gave no figures for its own casualtics,

razed the l:l;'np and collected a large quantity of weapons,
Fujimori said, describing it as one more defeat for the

Shining Path.

Fourteen .
died in an attack Saturday
Revolu

Movement (MRTA) on

soldiers, guerillas and civilians,

the pro-Cuban. Turac Amaru
lice stations in the

northeastern city of Moyobamba, officials said.
Chamorro opens NA session: -

sident Violeta Chamorro
national

a scssion of Nicaragua's

. with members of the coalition that

asscmbly
helped her topple Sandinista rule three years l.ubq.yeolung.

AP reports from

Chamorro read her speech to a hall-empty assembly, a' day
after leaders of her National Opposition Union announced

were descriing her.
e

Chamorro. Re

Church were absent.

of

Labours approve
coalition govt
in Ireland

DU N, Jan 1l: The

for 2 coalition government
with acting Prime. Minister
Albert Reynolds Fianna Fail
, reports AP.
The new government is ex-
to take power on
Tuesday when the Dail, or
Parllament, reconvenes. The
alliance, the first between the
two parties, will have a record
36-seat majority in the 168-
seat Dail.

Reynolds is expected to
remain as prime minister and
political leaders say Labour will
receive six of the 14 Cabinet

has been operat-
ing as a carctaken prime min-
ister following devastaling
losses for Flanna Fail in the
November 26 general election
which saw Labour emerge with
its number of seats in
irish }
Talks between Labour and
Fianna Fail began before
Christmas, and negotiations

session ‘was attended by the 39 Sandinista
deputies and eight former coalition members still

loyal to

tives of Nicaragua's Roman Catholic

meﬂmMﬂmkﬂmﬁ
cargo :

had tly promised to
get to the Stﬂlﬂl States,” said
operations at the Home Affairs

BANDAR SER!I BEGAWAN,
Brunei, Jan J]l1 : Sultan
Hassanal Bolkiah, the world's
richest man, is casting himsell
as the very model of a modern,
Muslim monarch — caring, re-
ligious and as one with his sub-
jects, reports AP.

No r a globe-trotting
playboy, has adopted a
more sober image. He appears
less often in military uniforms
and astride polo ponies,
doesn't travel as much, and,
diplomats say, is exercising
more direct rule.

to blend lslam, his absolute

and the cultural life

of this ofl-rich country on the
northern coast of Borneo.

“The relationship between

—AFP/UNB photo

ational
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Yeltsin sacks close
ally of Gaidar

MOSCOW, Jan 11: Pres-
ident Boris Yeltsin on Sunday
dismissed a close ally of
former Acting Prime Minister
Yegor Gaidar as the
government's chief of stafl, the
presidential press service said

Yeltsin replaced Alexel
Golovkov with Viadimir Kvasov,
recommended by Gaidar's
successor, Prime Minister
Viktor Chernomyrdin. The
Interfax and ITAR-Tass news
agencies carried reports on
Yeltsin's decree,

No details were immedi-
ately available on Kvasov's
bac und.

Alter hard-line Russian
lawmakers last month forced
Yeltsin to replace Gaidar with
Chernomyrdin;, a Soviet-era
industrial manager, there was
fear among some that key
Gaidar allies would be forced
from the ment. Gaidar
had been the architect of
Yeltsin's free-market reforms.

members  of
Gaidar's team remain in the
Cabinet, however, except
Foreign Economic  Relations
Minister Pyotr Aven. :

Golovkov, 36, has had a low
profile because of his behind-
the-scenes administrative po-
sition and rare public ap -
ances. But he was a mem
Gaidar's inner circle of young
reformers even before they
joined the government in
1991.

Golovkov also had very close
ties with Gennady Burbulis, the
former Russian state secretary
whom Yeltsin also sacrificed at
the Congress of People's
Deputies last December.

Golovkov's ouster came only
three days after Yeltsin sacked

Al key

“Yuri Petrov, the presidential

chiefl of staff, considered the
main. adversary of Burbulis and
both oversaw preparations of
government decisions,

Severe steps by I__I_Pj Cour_lc_il' to harm

Israel won't take back deportees

JERUSALEM, Jan 11: Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, re-
jected a UN appeal that
I’alestinians expelled to
Lebanon be allowed to return
and warned that action by the
world body against Israel
would serfously harm Middle
East Peace Talks, reports

| made every cffort to make
clear that any severe steps
taken by the UN Security
Council will seriously harm the
chances of continuing the
peace talks, Rabin said after
his meeting with special UN
envoy Chinmaya Gharekhan on

Rabin said Israel stood firm
on the expulsion.

UN Secretary-General Bout-
ros Boutros-Ghali has said that
he would recommend further
steps if Gharekhan's mission
failed to persuade Israel to
abide by UN Security Coun-cil
Resolution 799 demanding the
deportees be allowed back.

Gharekhan was the second

first also failed to budge

UN envoy to visit lsrael since it
expelled 415 alleged Islamic
aclivists to a desolate no man's
land" on December 17. The
Israel.

Israel began US-sponsored
peace talks with Palestinians,
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan at
the end of October 1991. The
chiefl Palestinian peace nego-

tiator has said he will boycott.

the round to resume in
February if the deportees are
not returned.

The Arab League will hold
an emergency session on the
deportees, trapped between
Isracli and Lebanese forces, in
Cairo today, it is expected to
press the United Nations to
say how and when Israel
should retum the depomnﬂ::a. ;

League Secretary- era
Esmntghhdcl—ﬂcg\m said that
lsrael's refusal to abide by
Resolution 799 puts the, Israeli
practices within the: context of
war crimes.

Israeli ambassador to Wash-

. through

ington Zalman Shoval said on
Saturday that the US State
Department assured him it
would block any UN sanctions
against Israel.

"I hope very much that

Shoval's assessment is cor-

rect,” Rabin said when asked
about the ambassador's state-
ment.

Hours before Gharekhan's
arrival on Thursday Israel al-
lowed two Red Cross officials
fts territory to visit
the deportees, who have been
barred humanitarian aid by
both Israel and Lebanon.
Lebanon insist Israel take back
the deportees.

The Red Cross officials on
Saturday brought back a 16-

year-old youth deported by
mistake. also evacuated a
sick de ee to [srael's self-
dec south Lebanon secu-

rity zone.

Israel said it would let the
Red Cross evacuate by heli-
copter nine other Palestinians

ME talks: R’abin

banished by mistake. But Leb-
anon, insisting all the de-
portees should return, would
not allow the flight.

The nine men were waiting
at the make-shift lkn:;-cuv-
ered camp with pac bags
when news came of Lebanon's
decision. '

"We will wait more. | want

on Sunday that Gharekhan
would stay in Israel another
day, despite the dead-end in
his meeting with Rabin, in an
effort to find a solution before
returning to New York to re-
port to Boutros-Ghali.

A UN source speaking on
condition of anonymity said
Gharekhan had planned all
along to leave Israel tomorrow.
ite said it was doubtful there
would be another with
Rabin or other Israeli
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SARAJEVO: An elderly woman of the old people’s home of

L
......

Nedzariu, situated between the Serb and the Bosnian
position, is evacuated on a vehicle of the UN Protection
Force here on Bunday. Several elderly people recently died
at this home due to the cold temperatures.

—AFP/UNB photo

OSH, Kyrgyzstan, Jan 11

Tajik refugees accused
Kyrgyzstan on Sunday on clos-

ing

its border with Tajtkstan,

- and Kyrgyz officials admitted

stepping up security checks to
prevent the Tajik ecivil war
from spilling over the border,
reports AP.

Hundreds of refugees who
fled the fighting in neighbour-
ing Tajikstan have found shel-
ter in hotels, schools and
among friends in this town 80
miles {145 kilometers) from
the border.

But now the
Kyr
cial permits from Tajtks, said
Nabijon Akhmadov, an official
from the remote Tajik city of
Garm.

“They do not allow women

and children to enter, and
even Tajik businessmen are
finding it difficult to travel
back and forth,” he said.

Since Jast spring, Tajikstan
has been racked by a civil war
that left thousands dead and
tens of thousands homeless,
many have fled to other parts
of the former Soviet Union and
to neigbouring Afghanistan.

A pro-Communist coalition
led by Emomali Rakhmonov
now controls most of Tajikstan
after 11 ousted a short-lived
government of democratic and
Muslim groups in December.

Only the central Garm-
Karategin and the eastern
Badakhshan regions still re-

government of

is demanding spe-.

times, but on its own terms.
Hassanal began to shed his
playboy image and become
more involved in Brunie's al-
fairs after the 1988 death of
his father, Omar Al Saifuddin,
who gave up the throne in
1967 but continued to run the
sultanate behind the scenes.
Hassanal's new creed ol
Mclayu Islam Herja (Malay

Muslim Monarchy] stiresses
conservalive [slamic values,

the unigqueness of Brune! Malay
soctety and the sultan as de-
fender of the faith.

The creed was anneunced
two years ago and in practice
has meant that Brunei has be-
come a stricter Muslim state.
it is not fundamentalism, buf
rather a prudish form of reli-
gious observance that one
Asian diplomat likened to
“Victerian Islam.”

Muslm holidays are

celebrated tn a bigger way
uphoiding the creed is the

main theme on these occa-
stons.

All students are required ©
attend courses on the monar-
chy creed at the country's
only university, where an

academy of Brunei studics has  on anonymity

been launched. |

Alcohol has been banned,
although visitors from abroad
arc alloewed to bring in two
bottles. Dating couples require

because of the
sensitiveness of talking about
the host ment, said the

creed as well as Hassanal's sil-
ver fubflee in October stressed
lnlhtiuilm

' main in rebel hands.

Most
refugees in Osh come from
Garm and Badakhshan. Many

B e PP o vemment

forces, which have advanced to
about 60 miles [ 95 kilome-
ters) from Garm.

Akhmadov said there are
more than 35,000 displaced
Tajiks around Garm, 220 miles
from Osh. Officials from he

' Badakhshan region say they

have 100,000 refugees who
fled battles in other parts of
lajikstan. 4

"Our men are defend-
ing Garm,” Akhmadov said.
Tajik rniment wants
to kill us all. They have
and tanks. Our fighters only
have machine guns and hunt-
ing rifles.”

Officials at the Kyrgyz
Foreign Ministry denied the
border was closed to refugees
but said security at check-
points has been tightened.

"We would not like to have
these armed people here, but
ordinary Tajiks are free to
cross,” Deputy Foreign
Minister Askar Aitmatov said
in a telephone tl:lm:m from
the ca Bishkek.

Ummn.

also fearful that
the civil war could has

spread,
banned flights to Tajikstan and
imposed strict border con-
trols. Akhmadov said
Uzbekistan also denies entry to
refugees, many from Garm
and Badakhshan.

the stability and survival of
Brunei, said Pehin Haji Awang
Badaruddin permanent secre-
tary in the prime minister's
office.

One of the world's few ab-

A glance at the sultanate of Brunei Darussalam "Abode of Peace”.

GEOGRAPHY, 2,226 square miles (5,765 square kilometers) on northern coast of Borneo. Divided
into two parts by the Malaysian state of Sarawak. Climate is steamy tropical.

POPULATION: 215,000 ethnic Malays, 46,000 ethnic Chinese. Officials language is Malay; English
widely spoken. Islam is official religion.

GOVERNMENT: All secular, religious and military power rests with Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, 46,

the hereditary ruler.

ECONOMY: Based almost entirely on ¢il and natural gas exports. Foreign currency reserves
estimated at 37 billion dollar more than total of Australia, India and South Korea. No national debt or
trade deficit. Citizens pay no taxes, enjoy free medical care and get intereet free loans for houses and

HISTORY: Brunei ruled most of northern Bornee and part of the Philippines from 14th to 16th
centuries, but withered in the face of European colonial expansion until it became » British pro-
tectorate in 1906. Never a full colony, has been self governing since 1969 and gained independence in

1984
a chaperone Officials insist the creed s solute monarches, Hassanal is

The chador, fully covering
the body is the dress code for
women, who are expected (o
be modest in beth garb and
behavior. A few years ago,
only the very religious wore
the chador.

Western diplomats and
bankers, all of whom insisted

nothing new, just a reemphasis
of what l!l"hjl'“lﬂl"l.ll-l differ-
ent.

"Brunei with her monarchy
system is unique among mod-
ern countries, while the pre-
dominant values In society are
those based on Brunetan cul-
ture. This is the seeret behind

as the richest of the
by the Guinness Book of
Records and Fortune magazine
b-u:m:: Brunei's oil income
and foreign currency reserves
are “effectively at his dis-
" That eash hoard has
estimated at 37 billion
dollars.
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TAIPEI: Ginny Pan, a 26 year-old fashion model shows off

a hat made of flowers and fruits designed by florist Chi

Yung
Show on Saturday.

in the make-up room before the 1993 Flower Fashion

—AFP UNB photo

Foundation for sex slaves

Japan has ruled out compensation for Fillipino women
forced to become sex slaves to Japanese troops during World

War Two, but has

establishing a foundation for

them, a Manila official said on Sunday, reports Reuter.

The official said Tokyo was willing to finance a foundation
that would help improve the welfare of not only the so-called
"comfort women,” but of Filipino women in general.

The official, who declined to be named, gave no other de-
tails about the propesed foundation.

The offer was the su
Philippine and Ja

come up

the official said.

of a recent discussion between
officials. The issue is expecied to
when President Fidel Ramos visits Tokyo is March,

& [ ]
No question of divorce
LONDON: One of Princess Diana's closest friends denied a
report that she wants to divorce Prince Charles. The mail on

Sunday said, reports AP.
The paper said Carolyn

B-.rth-hmnr; one of Diana's

roommates before her marriage, telephoned late Saturday afl-

ter the Sunday Mirror reported that the

wanted a

dtvorce, even ff it means losing custody of their two sons.
"As far as | am concerned there is no question ol divorce,

and she treasures her

boys above all else,” Ms. Bartholemew,

who is godmother to the royal couple’'s youngest son. Prince

Harry, was quoted as
The prince and

princess announced last month that they

were separating, but had no intention of getting a divorce.
The separation announcement said Charles and Diana
would continue to “participate fully in the bringing up of their

: a T R

HONG KONG

children” and would continue to attendeg family occasions.

: Chinese International 1993 Chung

Thi Minh-Thu from Montreal, Canada, (C) smiles as she
poses on Sunday with its runner-up Emily Lo from Hong
Kong (L) and 2nd runner-up Elaine Barbara Der from

Vancouver, Canada. Twenty seven beauty

queens of

Chinese descent from around the world joined hands to
foster a spirit of unity and to encourage more
communication among various overseas Chinese

communities.

'Sultan Hassanal, model of amodern Muslim monarch|

All secular, religious and
military power rest with the
sultan, a hereditary ruler who
functions as head of state as
well as prime minister, de-
fence minister and comman-

der of the armed forces. One of

his brothers is in charge of
foreign affairs and another
heads the finance mindstry.

The royal family, which has
held power for 29 generations,
iries to ensure continuing
support for an autocratic form
of government by providi
subsidized food, | a
how and free education and
med care. There is no per-
sonal income tax.

Visitors find a prosperous,
casygoing backwater with no
ence of serfous political
dissent, ethnic tension or reli-
us gealotry. Brunet has no
enemies and cultivates

good relatior® with Malaysia

and Indonesia, the other coun-
tries that share the tsland of
Bormeo.

Apart [rom

—AFP/UNB photo

Boat with 400
Haitian
refugees missing

MIAMIL, Jan 11: A boat that
reportedly left Haiti three
weeks ago with nearly 400
refugees is missing and Cuba
has reported finding eight sur-
vivors of a shipwreck that
could be it, the Coast Guard

said Sunday, reports AP.

Cuba told the Coast Guard
on Friday of rescuing the eight
off Cuba's northeastern coast
on December 23, officials said.
The surviveors sald their ship
the 25-meter (70-foeot)
wooden freighter "Virgen
Mirach.” has gone down in the
southeastern Bahamas on
December 21.

The boat was carrying 396
people when it sank, accord-
ing to the Cuban report.

The Coast Guard has no di-
rect evidence of the ship-




