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The Lure of a Singara

byASM Nurunnabl

S

Bengali language since its
emergence in late 10th cen-
tury has developed as the lan-
uage of the common people
discarding Sanskrit and
Prakrit used by aristocrats.

This was stated by Prof
Anisuzzaman of Dhaka
University yesterday in discus-

— | commonman’s language’

gious books were written along
with its use by the elite. The
cmergence of Islam in the re-
gion gave further boest to the
language around 12th century
particu because of need to
preach Islam in the vernacular
language for the benefit of
COIMITION MASSCS.
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*Singara s a popular Bangladeshi snack
item. . In culinary art, it does not e 1Jﬂr_».r much
importance. Yet the very mention of fts name
is sure to tickle the palate of every
Bangladeshi. In fact, it is intimately associated
will: Bungladeahl culture.
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tion is simple enough. You take a
pl-em: of clf:mn ugh, shape it like a triangle, stufl it
with potato curry and then fry it in oil. Its
simplistic preparation process s no clae to
the tremendous away it holds on Bangladeshi
palate. If you entertain your guests with tea and
freshly fried Singara, your popularity as a host
will be secure.

Indeed, there are certain small things in
life which sometimes make eur existence full
of contentment. Singara is one such thing.
Contemplate a rainy day when heavy downpour
makes you hunthoura:l You get absorbed in a
detective story, yet feel the want ol some-
thing. If at this juncture, a cup of tea or coflee
accompanies with a couple of Singaras is
brought before you, you may not want anything
more at that moment. Liking for this food
item is perhaps ingrained in our psyche. If any
comparison is needed, we may point out to an
American's liking for a hamburger.

Those who champion the cause ol Singara
apprehend an onslaught on its popularity from
a redoubtable competitor — the Samucha —
another delectable snack item. But since it is
mostly urban-based, its sway is nol as
widespread. On the other hand, the presence
.of Singara is ubiquitous in évery eating®estab-

lishment and sweéetmeat shop. Some sweet-

meatl shops in the city have made a name for

Hassan Issa

Two houses

making superior kind of this Ittﬁn and so much

is its demand that its stock is exhausted in no
time day.

T‘l’ﬂtﬂagf Singara is heightened if taken
piping hot. If it gets cold, much of its charm is
lost. One of my friends living in America, who
is an cnthu:inutic fan of this item, once re-
quested his parents here in Bangladesh to
send him a consignment of a couple of dozens
of ara through some friend returning after
his visit here. His parents did as they were
told. In this case, the stale Singaras might get
back much of its original taste and flavour with
a touch ol micro—oven.

The territorial jurisdiction of its popularity
roughly coincides with the eastern segment of
this sub-continent. Beyond its limit, we find
Samucha taking over. In West Bengal also,
Singara enjoys as much popularity as here.
Perhaps some cultural affinity plays a part in
this behall. Some of my friends who have expe-
riences of that place opine that some sweet-
meat shops there make the most delectable
kind of this item.

We also find a trend here to make this thing

- more palatable with a variety of stuffing by us-

ing grated cheese, coconut, peanuts, etc. Given
the peculiar palate of the Bangladeshis, which
holds a Singara dear in every houschold, it
seems certain that this innocent looking food
item will continue to uphold its pristine glory
for a long time to come. To a gourmet, it is not
much of a thing to gloat over. it has not also a
glorious history behind it ltke Biriyani. Yet
somehow it seems rooted in Bangladeshi way
of life with its unpretentious proletariat format.

Australian surgeon

meets Hasina

Charge d' Allaires of the
United Arab Emirates |lassan
Issa Mahmood called on oppo
sition leader Shetkh Hasina at
her Parliament office yester-
day, reports UNB.

They exchanged views on
bilateral and international is-
sues of common concérn.

Annual police
parade Jan 20

The annual
will be held on January
in the meoerning at the
Ra Police ground in ob-
scrvance of the Police Week:
1993, an official handoul said
here, reporty HSS.
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Dear Ashnah

Have a funky 14th !
Love —

Mom, Dad, Bro.
Sagheqr Bin Faiz
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robbed

By Staff Correspondent

Two houses al Mirpur and
Uttara in the capital were
robbed of cash, gold orna-
menis and other valuables

Housé of a journalist of the
[3horer Kagoj, a Bangla daily,
was robbed of cash, gold or-
naments and other valuables
worth about Taka 65,000 at
Mirpur Section-12 in the carly
hours

The juumﬂdiﬂl the paper's
ceconomic correspondent
Mohammad Sanaullah Lavlu,
said that six armed men break-
ing open the grilled fence
stormed into his house, tied
up him and his younger
brother Sayeel and looted Taka
156,000 in cash and gold orna-
ments and other valuables
worth about Taka 55,000.

The armed men barged into
the house at around 6:15 am
yesterday and decamped alter
a 30-minute operation, said
Sanaullah.

In another inctdent, a band
of armed gangsters c¢ntered
into the house of one Jahanara
Begum at Sulhati, Uttara, at 11
am yesterday and looted Taka
11,000 in cash and other valu-
ables worth about Taka 39,000.

When contacted, Uttara po-
lice said that they were not
informed of the incident.

BCIC

Tender Notice

| Rty oru feen el wavfor adle

The Managing Direcior, Zia Fentilizer Company Limited,
Ashuganj, Brahmanbaria invites sealed iender for procurement
of Ambulance against iender No Cm/Admn/284/92. The
tender should be dropped along with 1 per cent camest moncy
within 260193 up 10 11-30 AM a1t Zia Fenilizer Co

Limited, Ashuganj, Brahmanbana or at Purchase Division,
BCIC (16th flgor), 30-31, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka and will be
opened simuliancously at both places just afier closing the
tender. Tender schedule comaining all ierms and conditions
may be purchased on payment of Tk 750/- (Taka seven

hundred fifty) at Zia Fertilizer Co Lud,

Ashugan),

Brahmanbaria, BCIC, BCIC Bhaban (2nd lloor), 30-31,
Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka and BCIC Branch Office, 6, Agrabad
CJ/A, Chimagong. No tender document shall be sold on the

date of openng.

BCIC -27-6/1
DFP(BA) 151-711
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treating patients

By DMCH Correspondent
An Australian surgeon fis

currently treating palients
with oral cancer at the Dhaka
Dental College Hospital (DDCH).

Professor Michael Hase, an
oral and maxillofacial: surgeon,
is also treating patients with
clelt lips and palate and other
facial dcformities. He is here
under an Austro-Bangladesh
oral and maxillofactial surgeons
cooperation accord.

The surgeon will carry out
the treatment till January 17.
llc will operate on about 20
patients within the time.
Interested patients can collect
lickets for treatment from the
ouldoor department of DDCH.

Under the Austro-Bangla-
desh treaty, one Australian oral
and maxillofacial surgeon has
been coming to Bangladesh
every month since 1991,

Oral cancer develops from
chewing beetle leaves, line,

beetle nut and chewing to-

bacco mainly, the surgeon said
while talking to The Daily Star,
Head of the Oral Surgery

t Department of Dhaka Dental

College Dr. Motiur Rahman
Mollah said that the Dhaka
[Dental College suflers from an
acule crisis of patient bed,
with only 20 buds.

Two BIJC officials

retire

Government sent to retire-
ment Nader Hossain Chow-
dhury and S M Masud, General
Managers of Bangladesh Jute
Corporation [BJC) on com-
piction of 25 years of service,
according to a government
handout said here yesterday,
reporis H5S.

BTV

Tuesduy

2.30 Opening announcement
Al- Quran Programme
SuITUmary

3.00 Live telecast of Presi-
dent Gold Cup Football:
S Korea vs Crzecho-
slovakia

5.00 2nd maich: Bangladesh
Greens vs Romania

7.06 Nazrul songs

B.OO News in

B.40 Drama Serics: Uthan

10.00 News in English

10.20 Film show: EN G

11.30 Khabar/The News

11.456 Closing .
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Sanskrit was earlier the court
language in which Hindu reli-

"
-l' PO,

-.iq.g.-.rii. \fﬂ-q.l"-ﬁ '.

é‘:‘ﬁ-ﬂrn :
- YV

Vivekananda Shiksha and Sangskriti
Parishad, Dhaka University will observe the
2 1130th anniversary of birth of Swami

“ 1 Public Library auditorium through a discussion
“ i land musical programme beginning at 4:00 ‘pm.
#e | The function will be inaugurated by Justiee
1D C Bhattacharya while Professor Emajuddin
-"I. mtd th-{:hanffllnr Dhaka University will be the chief
gucst. Swami Aksharananda, Secretary, Ramkrishna Mission,
Dhaka will attend the function as the guest of honour while S
M Ali, Editor, The Daily Star and Ahmedul Kabir, Editor, the
Sa will attend it as s guests,

Renowned artistes including Nilufar Yasmin, Indramohan
Rajbangshi, Rathindranath Ray, Subir Nandi and others will
take part in the musical soiree.
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Inaugural show of 'Aadab

The inaugural show of 'Aadab’, a short-film based on
Samoresh Basu's story and directed by Zakiul Huq, will be
screened today (Tuesday) at 4:30 pm at the German Cultural
Centre auditorium.

Prof Muhammad Harunur Rashid, Director General of
Bangla Academy, will be the chief guest on the occasion while
Mostafa Monwar will be the special guest. Bashir Al lelal,
Muhammad Moniruzzaman, Shamsuzzaman Khan, Syed
Salauddin Zaki and Asad Choudhury, will speak whﬂe Sayeed
Ahmed will preside.

Press and Packaging Karmachari Fad

The representative conventfon of the ladesh Press
and Packaging Karmachari Federation will be held today
fTuesday) at 4 pm at the Dhaka District Parishad auditorium.

Journalist Igbal Spbhan Choudhury will .be the chiel guest
on the occaston while A S M Rumi, President of Jatiya Sramik
League, will be the special guest. The main speaker on the
occasion would be Bazlur Rahman Milon, Secretary General of
Bangladesh Sangbadpatra Press Sramik Federation.
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ﬁu-r.trnhan surgeon trent:ng a patient nt tht Dhlka Dvnull
College Hospital in the city yesterday. — Star photo

Night temperatme may fall
By Staff Correspondent

Light rain or drizzle may occur over the regions of

Dinajpur, Rangpur, Mymensingh and Sylhet and weather is
thmmmbmm“ﬂwmmm
the next 24 hours commencing 6:00 am today [Tuesday).
The Met office forecasts, night temperature is likely to fall
by 2 to 3 degree Celsius over the country.
The minimum temperature of 9.4 degree Celsius was re-
from DA r and Iswardi yesterday (Monday) and the
maxcimum of 27.5 degree was reported from Cox’s Hazar.
The sun sets today (Tuesday) at 5:30 pm and rises tomor-
row (Wednesday) at 6:44 am.
The maximum and the minimum temperature and humid-
ity of some of the major cities and towns of the country yes-

terday were :
Cities/Towns  Temperature in Hunidﬂy in
degree Celstus Ilgr
Max Min ® am pm
Dhaka 248 12.2 #Y 59
Chit 26.5 17.4 - 71
Rqoh“:'};l" 22.4 9.5 o) .
Khulna 24.4 15.0 ] ™
Barisal 25.4 14.5 22 85
Cox's Baszar 27.6 19.4 94 7
| Sylhet .23.2 12.85 100 T2
Dinajpur 20.1 04 -, 24 87
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