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Strike paralyses

NEW DELHI, Jan 8: A strike
called by Muslim groups to
protest the massacre of 42
people by Indian paramilitary
forces crippled the Kashmir
valley today, the Press Trust of
India (PTT) reported, says AFP.

Shops, businesses, educa
tional institutions, banks and
even government offices were
closed, while all but military
vehicles went off the roads
across the Muslim-majority
— valley, the news agency said.

The shutdown was called 1o
denounce the massacre at
Sopore town early Wednesday
when the Border Security
Forces (BSF) went on a ram-
page after an ambush by
Muslim guerillas left a trooper
dead.

Police and residents alleged
the border guards shot people

§ e G Eoxilinm Erate BIRIE wizsn

Kashmir valley

at random and set fire to
scores of houses and shops in a
bloody retaliation which lasted
more than an hour, leaving at
least 42 men and women dead.

Government officials n
Srinagar, summer capital of
the [ederally-ruled northern
state, called the deaths
‘unfortunate” and ordered an
investigation.

The Massacre triggered
widespread demonstrations in
Kashmir, India's only Muslim-
majority state where a bloody
separatist campaign which
erupted in 1989 has left thou-

~ sands dead. |

Indian army troops were
patrolling curfew-bound
Sopore and Baramulla, known
rebel strongholds, PTI said.
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died and 20 were injured when a bomb went ofl on an

~ express train Thursday

in northern India, the Press Trust of

India said, AFP reports from New Delhi.

Thnllnnt occurred as the train, called the Kashi
Vishwanath Express, was travelling between two wayside sta-
tions in the Katghar and Dalapat areas of Uttar Pradesh state.

Six of the injured were in serious condition, the news

agency said.

The day before, two police officers were injured in a bomb
explosion in the industrial town of Kanpur, PTI said.

16 hurt in floor collapse: a concrete foor

being poured Thursday at a computer chip plant under
construction collapsed, sending several workers plunging
about 20 feet [six metres). Sixteen people were hospitalized,
two in critical condition, says AP from Hudson.

Workers had been. pouring & concrete deck on the second
floor, when a table used to hold wet concrete gave way, said

Paul Hewins, project

r for Marshall Contractors Inc.

The workers fell about 20 feet and landed in 3 feet (0.9
metres) of wet concrete, said Hudson Fire Chief Tom Garrity,
Sixteen people were taken to hospitals and two were criti-
cally injured, said Judd Kline, chief of emergency medicine at

Marlboro Hospital.

Aspin wants air raid on Bosnia:
Defcnce Secretary-designate Les Aspin said Thursday he
favours air strikes to enforce the no-fly zone in Bosnia, says

AFP from Washington.

But he said he was opposed to US ground troops being

moved into the region.

European forces should be used instead of American
troops, said Aspin during his Senate confirmation hearing.
Aspin, who chaired the House of Representatives Armed

Services Committee, said Europe has a b

igger stake in the

conflict because of the possiblc massive influx of refugees.

13 Pakistanis held in Banugnkok:

Thirteen Pakistanis have been arrested in connec

with a

major fake passport operation, police said yesterday, reports

AFP from Bangkok.

The 13 were picked up in a raid on a Bangkok apartment
on Thursday when police seized numerous [ake passports and
forging equipment. An unlicensed handgun and ammunition

were also seized.

Those arrested arc facing

charges of posscssion of false

travel document, illegal possession of a fire arm and f{llegal

immigration, police said.

Aid worker killed in Iraq: s austraiian

aid worker with the CARE agency was killed

strafed

his car was

by gunfire in northern Iraq, the Department of

Foreign Aﬁ'llr: and Trade announced in Australia yesterday, '

says AFP from Canberma.
A s

pokesman for the department said the 45-year-old

worker from Brisbane was travelling to Sulamaniyah, 27C
kilometres {170 miles) northeast of Baghdad in the Kurdish

region of Iraq

when the incident occurred,

Another Australian, from Melbourne, was wounded in the
arm, hand and shoulder but was reported in satisfactory con-

ditions.

CARE Australia said the men's names would not be re-
leased until their families had been informed.

Attack on tourists near

An unknown assailant threw a molotov cock
pyramids Thursday, breaking the bus's

on the road to the Gize

ds:

at a tourist bus

windows but causing no injuries, the government said,

AP from Calro.

It was the first time that tourists have been attacked in the
neighbourhood of the three Giza pyramids which are 4,600

years old.

The attack was identical to several carried out recently by

Muslim extremists

against tourists in southern Egypt. The

attacks have left a British nurse dead and two Britons and five

Cermans wounded.

Prayer for

in Y'slavia today :

various faiths plan to gather on Saturday

in Baltimore and in Italy to hold prayer vigils for peace in the

former Y

AP from New York.

Pope MM] I has invited heads of every European
Catholic conference and other conferences, along with Pro-
testant, Jewish and Muslim leaders, to the gathering in Assisi.
Cardinal Anthony Bevi-lacqua of Philadeliphia will represent

the US

Archbishop William H Kee-ler of Baltimore, president of
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, is convening a

gathering in that city of

representatives ol US religious

ps with links to the Balkans. They include Protes-tant,

Orthodox, Jewish and Muslim organt

salions.

Kecler said the prayer vigil comes at a time of fresh hopes

for some solution to the warfare involving

mainly Orthodox

Serbia, mainly Catholic Croatia and heavily Muslim Bosnia.

HK issue: China
confident about
power transfer

BELJING, Jan 8: Chinese
Communist Party secC-
retary Jiang Zemin said Friday
he was confident that the
mfﬁnﬂ{ﬂa@;g rm ’E“h!iE r:f-
i?‘? will go smoothly, reports

However, Jiang repeated
China's position that the
British colonial government
should “come back to the
principles of the Sino- Dritish
Joint Communiquc and the
Basic Law,~

China has been using this

to pressure Hong

Kong Gov. Chris Patten 1o
up & plan he annou in
o expand democrati-
;ll"i;n in the territory before
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Sabrina Berberovic as his translator, Lzetbegovic discussed the peace talks taking place in

Geneva.

—AFP/UNB photo

Alija demands
changes in
map of Bosnia

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 8:
Bosnian President Alija
Iretbegovic on Thursday de-
manded changes in the map of
Bosnia-Herzegogina drawn up

" in talks among Yugoslavia's

warring [actions, saying the

document legitimizes "ethnic

cleansing,” reports AP.

After meeting with UN
Security Council President
Yoshio |lalano o discuss this

weeks talks in Geneva,
lzctbegovic told a news con-
fcrence that the map was
“acceptable as a basis for dis-
cussions.”

But with its current bound-

_aries, it "puts under Serbian

control most of the ethnically
cleansed territories, which
means the occupier is given
the fruits of ethnic cleansing.”

The Bosnian President
drew parallels between the
Geneva talks and talks held in

Munich on the eve of World
War 11

UK wants India to start prope
political process in Kashmir

ISLAMABAD, Jan 8: British
Home Secrctary Kenneth
Clarke said on Thursday that
London wanted Pakistan to
stop weapons reaching mili-
tants fighting Indian rule in
the disputed Himalayan region
of Kashmir, reports Reuter.

But Britain also wanted
India to start a proper political
process in Kashmir, where
more than 9,000 people have
been killed in the three-year-
old insurgency. :

Clarke, who visited India
carlier this week and held
talks with Pakistani authorities
on Thursday, repeated a
British offer to help the two
old enemies to reach a pcace-
ful settlement over Kashmir

through dialogue.

Islamabad denies India's
charges that it arms Muslim
miflitants fighting for Kashmir's
independence or union with
Islamic Pakistan. It says its
support for them is only politi-
cal.

But Clarke, whose «isil {ol-
lowed one by British Foreign
Secretary Douglsa Hurd last
October, said he believed some
of "The great deal of military
equipment” in Kashmir came
over the Pakistani border.

"How it is getting there . . .
is not a matter for me, [but) |
think it is an element in thc
conflict,” he said, adding that
the Pakistani government
firmly denied army involve-

ment in sending material aid

to Kashmiri militants.

Clarke said Britain de-
lended everyone's right to give
political, moral and diplomatic
support to a cause, but "We do
not agree with violent further-
ing of aims of this kind."

"We wish the Pakistan gov-
ernment would do what it can
to control the low of assistance
over the border,” he said.

Clarke said Britain made a
similar request to India and
was pressing it on alleged
abuses of human rights to in
Kashmir. |

Indian leaders told him
they hoped to start a political
process in Kashmir. They said
they planned talks with the

lTuman Rights Organisation,
Amcensty International, which
warils access to Kashmir, and
would set up their own human
rights commission.

New Delhi, which controls
two-thirds of Kashmir regards
the whole of the former

" princely states as part of the

Indian union.

Islamabad, which controls
the remaining third, wants the
predominantly Muslim Kashm-
iris to decide in a UN
mandated plebiscite whether
to join Pakistan or Hindu-ma-
jority India.

Some of the militant groups
want Kashmir to be indepen-
dent.

Eagleburger
fears failure
of Yeltsin

WASHINGTON, Jan B8:
Sccretary of State Lawrence

Eaglcburger warned Thursday |

that an anti-American govern-
ment could seize power in
Moscow if President Boris
Yeltsin's reform programme is
unsucrcessiul, reports AFP.

© " Yehtsin should fafl, if re- |

form [ails, we will be con-
fronted once again with a na-
tionalist — not communist—
but Russian nationalist gov-
¢rnment which will be antag-

onistic to many of our pur-

pmbi_gﬁ. he said.

~aglcburger, who is o re-
tirc, when President George
Bush's administration leaves
the White House January 20,

urged support for the Yeltsin

government in his last major

address as Secretary of State.

"We are in the middle of a
global reveolution, a period of
change and instability equalled
in modern times only by the
afltermath of the French and
Russian rcevolution, he said.

In onc of his last oflicials
dutics, Eagicburger is to travel
to Parts next week to sign an
international agreement on
chemical weapons control.

CIS summit now
on January 22

MOSCOW, Jan 8: The lcad-
ers of Armenia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan
Thursday said they would at-
tend the upcoming summit
meeting of the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS) in
mMinsk, capitat of Belarus, re-
ports AFP.

The mecting has been de-
layed several times. It has now

- been scheduled for January 22,

The previous summit,
which was held in the Kyrgyz
capital Bishakek in Octlober,
achieved practically nothing.

The announcement came
after heads of state [rom five
Asian countries of the former
Soviet Unfon said at a summit
meceting in Tashkent Monday

they had become concerncd at
the lack of effective action by
the CIS, which replaced the
Soviet Union in December
1991.

The presidents involved
Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazak-
hstan, Islam Karimov of
Uzbekistan, Saparmurad Nya-
zov of Turkmenistan and Askar
Akayev ol Kyrgyzstan, together

with the President of the Fajik
Parliament Ali Rakhmanov —
also announced that they
intended to create a union ol
central Asian peoples, a
doeision seen as amounting to
a step away from the CIS.

The presidents of CIS
member states were to have
met in Minsk at the beginning
of December to mark first an-
niversary of the CIS.

Armenia will very actively
take part in all constructive
CIS procedures, an Armenian
spokesman quoted President
Levon Ter-petrossian as saying,
according to llar-Tass news

agency.

Nazerbayev said that “on
Thursday he would push for
concrete steps aimed at devel-
oping and implementing pre-
vious CIS agreements.

[t s loo early to bury the
CIS, Uzbekistan's Karimov said.

We are [ar from having ex-
plored all possibilities of a
profitable partnership, even
though for the time being our
hopes have been dashed.

Baghdad.

"BAGHDAD: Iragi Defence Minister Ali Hassan Al-Majid, brother of President Saddam
Hussain inspects a guard of honour on the

occasion of the Army Dav on Wednesday in

AFP/UNB photo.

Relief reduces
death rate

in Somalia

WASHINGTON, Jan B: A
massive international relief ef-
fort has brought only slight
decline in death rates in
Somalia but a marked im-
provement is expected by the
cnd of the month, a senior US
official said Thursday, reports
AP, .

James Kunder, head of the
Office of Foreign Disaster
Assistance, told a news confer-
ence the foreign military in-
tervention that began a month
ago "has succeeded far beyond

ex tations.”
mrmﬁfc said it would be a
mistake to assume that the sit-
uation could be turned around
overnight, given the catas-
trophic death rates last fall.

He said the death rates in
some areas were three and

four times those of the famine |

that struck Ethiopia in the
mid-1980's.

"It's going to take some
time for those figures to be
turmed around,” he said.

"What you see on the
ground is not the beginning of
the end but the end of the be-
ginning,” said Kunder, who
just returned from a’ visit lo
Somalia

UN forces arm
Vietnamese
troops: Khmers

BANGKOK, Jan 8: The
Khmer Rouge today accused
the UN forces in Cambodia of
supplying arms and ammuni-
lion to Vietnamese soldiers
and troops of the government
in Phnom Penh, reports AFP.

In a broadcast monitored
here, Khmer Rouge radio said
UN forces have recently trans-
ported a large quantity of
weapons and ammunition to
arm Vietnamese and puppet
Phnom Penh soldiers in the
district of Choam Khsane in
northern Preah Vihear pro-
vince. .

The broadcast accused se-
nior officials including the
United Nations Transitional
Authority in Cambodia
(UNTAC) Chiefl Yasushi Akashi
of backing Vietnamese aggres-
sion against the Khmer Rouge.

"~ elect says be will allow
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Govt rejects truce
offer by UNITA

LUANDA, Jan 8: Govern-
ment forces are besieging two
rebel-held towns, and refected
a ceasefire offer by UNITA
rebel leader Jonas Savimbi as
[ighting was reported
throughout Angola, says AP.

Angolan national radio said
Thursday rmment forces
had recaptured the cities
of Benguela and Lobito, and
quoted the army chief of stafl
as saying thousands of rebel
troops had been captured.

The government and
UNITA signed a peace treaty in
1991 ending 16 of civil
war, but renewed fighting
broke out after Savimbi refused

to accept his party's defeat in

post-war elections in

September,

Prime Minister Marcolino
Moco said parliament will
meel next week to consider

I imposing emergency mea-

sures,

Ten weeks of lighting has
lelt thousands dead. In
Benguela alone, the m-
ment said 1,000 were

killed this week.
Moco rejected Savimbi's

call for a fire.
"UNITA i:a no business

making proposals. They should
limit mselves to complying
with peace accords,” he said.
Government troops on
Thursday were shelling
Savimbi's in the
central town of Huambo, gov-
ernment radio said in a |
monftored by the British
Broadcasting Corp in London.
It said the army was besieg-
ing two rebel-held towns —
Caxito, 30 miles (48 kilome-
ters) north of the capital,
Luanda, on the road to the
northern oil fields, and
Ndalatando, 115 miles (200

kilometers) to the east.

Off the Rec(d

WASHINGTON: Would it be

he takes the oath that Bill Clinton the candidate and Bill
Clinton the president-elect may not be the same man? re-

ports AP. -

Consider: Clinton the
candidate sang the praises
of public schools. Clinton -
the president-elect is send-
ing his daughter Chelsea to
a private school that costs
more than 10,000 dollars.

Clinton the candidate
left the strong impression,
at least with Haitians, that
they would have a far better
chance of gaining asylum in
the United States. He said
he would change President
Bush's policy of turning
away all Haitlan refugees. '

Clinton the president-

refugees to petition for

temporary political asylum,
but not permit "mass emi-

gration.”

Clinton the candidate
pledged to cut the federal
deficit in half in four years.
Clinton the president- elect
appears to be backing ofl,
blaming the Bush adminis-
tration for camou the
magnitude of the deficit®
problem.

Promises are hard to
keep, as Bush discovercd
with his promise not to
raise taxes. He, too, had to

-
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Clinton the candidate and the
may not be same

urlish to suggest even before

confront the reality of understaicd revenues and pversiated

optimism.

She has to take

'princess education'’

TOKYO: For Cinderella, all it took was a glass slipper. But

for Musako Owada, Japan

's new empress-to-be, becoming part

of the world's oldest imperial family won't be so easy. reports.

AP.

In' the months ahead, the 29-year-old daughter of Japan's
top carcer diplomat will be required to undergo a "princess
education,” partictrh: in several prenuptial rituals and learn

to live with a

ol photographers in town.

But first, her engagement to Crown Prince Naruhito must

be approved

by a 10-member government council headed by

Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa. The council is to meet

January 9

Her fm‘mly will then be called upon by an imperfal messen-
ger bearing gifts and an official request that Miss Owada
marry the prince. Similar betrothal gifts are a common part of

engagements in Japan.
To prepar

e her for the tradition-conscious life of a

princess, she will be tutored in subjects ranging from impe-
: ite to classical try and constitutional law
rial etiquette to ¢ poetry : t :
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas: President-elect Bill Clinton's
spokesman called Saddam Hussein an “outlaw” on Thursday

and said the Iraqi leader would get the same kind of response
from Clinton once he's in office that he got from resident

George Bush, reports Reuter.

Spokesman George Siep-
hanopoulos was asked at a
news conference whether
he thought Saddam was
testing the final days of the
Bush administration or the
incoming Clinton admin-
istration when he moved
missiles into a "no-fly" 2onec
in Iraq. menacing allied
planes.

"1 don't know what he's
doing | can't read his mind.
But he's going to get the
same response cither way,’
Stephanopoulos said.

'Governor Clinton [ully
supports President (Gorge)
Bush's policy and Saddam

Hussein should know that forceful policy will be continued
when President-elect Clinton takes office,” Stephanopoulos
said. Clinton, the former OCovernor of Arkansas, will be

inaugurated on Jamaary 20.

Bad weather delays Red Cross men's visit to deportees

MARJ AZ-ZOHOUR, Lebnon,
Jan & A snow storm today
forced United Nations peace-
kecpers 1o postpone for at
lcast 24 hours the flight of two
Red Cross officials to the tent
camp of 415 Palestinians dc-
ported by Israel to south
Lebanon, reports Reuter.

The UN Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL) said it had
recetved the go ahead from UN
Headquarters in New York for
the mission, but the weather
made it impossible for the
Dight 1o take place today.

"The weather is too bad ..
hopefully, we can make it to-
morrow after taking inte con-
sideration the state of the
weather, rain and wind "™ a
UNIFIL spokesman said.

Witnesses said UNIFIL had

prepared one of its helicopters
for the flight at its base in the
burder town of Naquora [ded
Cross stickers were placed on
the white US-made helicopter.

AP reporis: Bad weather
could delay a visit Friday by
International Red «Cross
officials to 415 Palestinian
deportecs stranded in south
lebanon, a UN spokesman

waid,
Meanwhile, UN envoy

Chinmaya Charekhan, an
Indian, was meeting Isracli
Forecign Minister Shimon
Pures on Friday morning in Tel
Aviv. He was to meet Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on
Sundeay

In a small concession, Rabin
agreed Thursday Lo let the Red
Cross visit the deporices, a

step announced just before a
UN envoy arrived to mediat
the dispute over the cxpellod
Palestinians.

The officials were o fly to
the deportega tent camp
aboard a helcopter provided
by the UN peacckeeping force
in lcbanon. But Timor Goksel,
spokesman for Lhe forve, said
heavy winds would likely delay
the visit,

Al the moment 1t is im
possible 1o fly. The weathor is
very bad here! it's impossible
even o walk around here.
Goksel said from the force
headquarters tn Negoura, just
above the lsracH (rontier

Goksel said he hoped the
crafll, bearing Red Cross in
signia, would be able to [y

later Friday

The deportees have been

trapped on the edge of the
fsracli: controlled “securily
FOTH in southecrn Lebanon
sirice December 17 when
isracl depnried them and
L.ebanon refusced (o accept
thetir entry

Hoth countries sides have

blocked the Red Cross [rom
delivering food and medicine.
lsraell aofficials have
sirvsased that the visit Friday by
[Red Croas oflictals is 1o assess
the needs of the deportees,

not to deliver reliel goods,
Rabin s move came aller UN
Secretary General HBoutros

[Boutros Ghalt hinted he. may
sk for sanctions against larael
if # does not show more lext:
ity

Wwhile it's unlikely that the
Security Council would impose
sanctions, the issue of the de-
purtations could interfere with
resumption of US-backed
Middle East peace talks.

Rabin's government took of-
fice last July pledging to push
forward the talks, but

Palestinian de s have said
they would not resume negoti-

ating until the deportees are
returned home.

Israel expelled the men as
alleged supporters of Muaslim
fundamentalist groups it
blames for the slayings of six
Isrnell soldiers and an agent of
the Shin Bet internal security
service in the past month.

Meannwhile AFP adds: A UN
envoy arrived in lsrael lage
Thursday launching a new bid

to secure the return of 415
Palestinians
Lebanon.

The visit came only hours
aflter the Jewish siate agreed
to have the Red Cross visit the
deportees.

Chinmaya Gharekhan, who
is the special envoy of United
Nations Seccretary Gencral
Boutros Doutros-Ghalt, will try
to convince Isracli officials to
implement UN Security
Council resolution 799, which
calls for the immediate return
of the deportees.

The Palestinians, suspected
members of the lslamic resis-
tance movement Hamas and
Islamic Jahad O tion,
were expelied December 17 W
an icy no-man's land between
laraell and Lebancese Hines.

deported to

Belarus President
begins visit
to China

BEWING, Jan 8: Belarus
I'resident Stamislav Shushhke-
vich began his first official visit

to China today the latest leader
from a former Soviet
to study Deiljings m
economic relorms, reperts
Houter.

Shushkevich stopped briefly
in Bejing before heading im-
moedisately for the coastal spe-
cial cconomic rone of Xiamen,
one of China's experiments
with markel-Style m:mnﬂu
Foreign Ministry officials said.

Shushkevich was of the
view that the experience of
China's ecenomic reform s
worth learming by Delarus, the
official news agency Xinhua

.ulcl.




