OOK around the world

as the year ends and

the conclusion is ines-
capable: leaders of interna-
lional ‘stature are con-
spicuously absent. The faces of
1992 were the faces of 1991
and they were all floundering.

In Europe Mitterrand and
Koh!l were yesterday's men and
Major was not measuring up.
In Africa only Mandela stood
out. In Asia the almost invisi-
ble, undeniably brillant Denge
controlled China still at 88, but
he was at the end of his reign,
Yeltsin was too embroiled do-
mestically and had yet to prove
himself internationally. Bush in
the United States was a busted
flush.

In November came Clinton.
Whether he is Fortinbras from
the last scene of Hamet, a
shining new world leader, no
onc could tell.

e was 46 and people be-
gan murmuring about Kennedy
and a new Camelot and then
remembered that the image of
the legendary president and
his court was now badly tar-
nished. Even in 1992, three
decades after Dallas, his politi-
cal bones were still being
picked over.

' Lack of leadership was the

ngle stark [eature ol 1992

¢ vacuum meant govern-
ments were less than ever in
control of events. Events were
controlling them. No one
secemed to know where they
were heading.

Party the world was suffer-
ing a gigantic hangover aficr
the end of the Cold War.

Although that event must

prove enormously beneficial in
the long term, it had led to a
crisis of expectation and in-
siead of bringing people better
and more peaceful Hves it had
brought in its wake agonising
new difficulties.

Had capitalism and the
West really won the Cold War?
It did not look that way to the
skeleton people of Somalia or
cven to  DBritish teenagers
secping in cardboard boxes in
Lendon's Strand.

- 1t certainly had not looked
that way to the shot-up peoplc
of Sarajevo lying in their hun-
dteds in the hospitals or to the
Turkish migrants blown 1o bits
by Fascist bombs in Schlegwig-
lipstein. Uniformed militanis
strutting about in the newly
united Germany sent shudders
around Europe.

. The recession that had be-
gun at the end of the 1980s
was biting ever deeper in the
so-called North-Europe. North
America and even now Juapan,
Europe s stro t economy,
Germany, was finding reunifi-
cation tougher than It ex-
pected.

Yet in much of Asia the
story was quite different. South
Asia was allected by the reces-
sion. In Southeast Asia and
China the trend was in another
direction.

Growth rates in counlries
ltke Malaysia, Singaporc,
Taiwan, South Korea, and
Indonesia as we as in China ft-
sell were remarkable In
GCGuandong provinee it was
reaching |5 per cent every
year and in Malaysia eight per
cent had become the norm
Such was Malaysia's success {1
'was able to announce the
launching in Kuala Lumpur of
the biggest urban development
in the world.

Some developing countries
had moved into the developed
calegory (o the point where
the six countries of the
Association of Southeas! Asian
Nations could say they were no
longer interested in aid, only
in trade.

The growing tmportance of
this region and the countries
of the Pactfic Rimm showed that
the shift of economic power
away from Europe and North
Amcrica, so long forecast by
the futu ts, was begin-
ning to jtnctf

llong Kong was a key piece
in this economic figsaw and as

the handover to China in 1997
began to seem just around the
corner it looked as i, econom-
ically speaking Hong Kong
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might it due course be seen to
have taken over China — and
not the other way around,

For China was leaving com-
munism behind in.a quite dif-
ferent way from what had hap-
pened in the Soviet Unifon.
The trappings of communism
remained in place, just as
many of the old systems of
government from the days of
the emperors had remained in
place after the communist rev-
olution of 1949. Now capital-
ism was moving in fast under
cover of communism.

“This was happening most
markedly in the provinces of
China up and down the coast
from Hong Kong. Much of the
investment and expertisc was
coming from the cnergetic in-
dustrialists of the British
colony. In the days of the
Cultural Revolution the wily
Deng was labeled a "capitalist-
roader.” Twenty years later it
could be said that those who
accused him at that time knew
a thing or two.

The stakes were high, then,
in 1992 when the British put a
different type of governor into
Hong Kong for the last years to
transition. Chris Patten, a lelt-
of-centre Conscrvative minis-
ter, had lost his seat in the
Apri]l election. Prime Minister
John Major retired carcer
diplomat Lord Wilson and put
Patten in his place.

It marked a big shift in pol-
icy, although the British de-
nied it. Till then Britain had
tended to go along with what-
ever demands China made for
the preparations leading up o
1997.

There had pnever been any
democracy in Hong Kong, and
China wanted to keep it that
way. Patlen came along with
plans for 1995 clections thal
could involve 2.5 million peo-
ple instead of a handful of elec-
tors.

China was furious, threaten- -

ing to scrap the handover
agreemeni made by Margarct
Thatcher in 1985, and rela-
tions between China and
Britain turned frosty. Patten
had embarked on a high-risk
policy, but it may have been a
shrewd one. Behind the
Chinese anger was probably
fear thal moves towards more
democracy in Hong Kong
might infect politically China
itself at a time when economic
infection was already taking
place. And — who knows? —
the public position might not
conform with Dengs real in-

enl.

Asia was now, relatively, the
most peaceful part ol Lhe
world. There were pockets of
serious vielence, neotably
Afghanistan. Tamil Tigers and
government continued the vi-
cious war in Shri Lanka and
seemingly endless civil conflict
plagued Burma, but the fragile
peace held in Cambedia.

In Afghanistan mujaheddin
guerillas finally toppled the
regime of President Najibullah.
As always there were many
factions and sporadic fighting
continued throughout the year.
An Islamic stale was pro-
claiged and a fragile pencc
was restored in Kabul under an
interim government.

Thailand [aced political
uphcaval after inconclusive
clections in March
Demonstrations brought a mili-
tary crackdown. Fifty died. The
H‘Jni intervened and Gencral
Suchinda Kraprayoon resigned
as prime minister. New elec-
tions were again indecistve and
Chuan Leckpai became prime
minister — the first with ne
military background sineec the
1970s.

Elsewhere in Asia viclence
was restricted o communal
strife. The worst outbhreak
came in India in December
when Hindu fanatics desiroyed
a historic mosque at Ayodhya
in Uttar Pradesh and set off
unresi all over the country,
causing nearly 1,000 deaths. It
wis an ominous cvent in a
world of increasing fundamen-
Lalism, but despite this out
burst Asta overall seemed more
stable than it had been for the
whole of the 20th Century

World Floundered &

Africa was a very different
story. The Cold War had lefl
bitter legacies — nonc morc so
than in southern Somalia, once
wooed as strategically vital by
the superpowers, stacked with
arms by both and now left in
turmoifl. Warring factions re-
maining after President
Mohammed Siyad Barre had
fed In 1991 went on fighting
and in their thousands the
people died, mostly from star-
vation.

For much of the year the
world took little notice.
Oversiretched aid organisa-
tions struggled helplessly as
rabble armics looted the [ood
shipments and children
panted to death. Belatedly the
UN sent a small contingent
which could not cope either.

Then, in the last weeks of
his presidency, George Bush
deceided to cdHmmit 28,000
troops to do what he called
"God’'s work.” With a small
number from 12 other coun-
tries, the US went in under
the UN {lag. Some called it a
return lo imperialism and its
timing was baflling.

Much of the rest of Africa
was plagued by drought and a
continuation of old wars. High
hopes of peace in Angola had
faded by December, Fighling
between the UNITA rebels of
Jonas Savimbi and the Luandsa
government had stopped for a
lime and multiparty elections
were held surprisingly peace-
fully. . 7

The result was indecistve
and Savimbi rejected #, de-
spitec the observers’ verdict
that it had been fair. He would
not wait for the required scc-
ond tound of polling and
UNITA swiltly occupied more
arcas of the country.

In Mozambigue, too, thc
agony went on. It was now
wracked by drought as well as
war and the rebel Renamo
movernent was slow Lo make
pcace. Agreement bBetween
Renamo and the Maputo gov-
vrnment was finally signed in
Rome on October 4. After 16
years ol war fingers were
crossed that peace would at
last come. UN observers
moved in and Zimbabwe began
to withdraw the 5,000 troops
it had committed to
Mozambique to protect com-
munications to the coast.

The civil war in Liberia
showed no signs of ending and
now spilled into Sierra Leonc.
The Nigerian-led West African
pcacekeeping force, exasper-
alcd by attempts by Chares
Taylor's National Patriotic
Fronl to capture Monrovia,
lound itsell battling 1o defend

So that was 1992
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Editor, Gemini News Serutce_

southern Africa for the second
year devastated agriculture in
southern Zimbabwe, Malawi,
parts of Zambia, South Africa
and neighbouring countries.
Crops shrivelled to dust and
huge numbers of wildlife died.
Bulawayo was almost down to
its last drops of water when
rains al last brought relief.

Yet all was not gloom in
Africa: despite economic stress
as donor countries, the Word
Bank and IMF pressed struc-
tural adjustment and political
reform, large areas remained
stable. Almost every other
country held multiparty elec-
tions.

Following Zambia in 1091,
Syccheles, Cameroon, Kenya,
and Tanzania sct out on the
multiparty road. Ghana and

" Lesotho began to move from

military to eivilian rule and
Nigeria struggled along the
same path.

Only Sierra Leone went the
other way. On April 9
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had agreed to multiparty poli-
tics after a referendum, was
ousted by young army captain
Valentine Strasser.

In Seychelles ex-president
Sir James Mancham returned
from a 15-year exile to fight a
multiparty election to choose a
constitutional commission. It
resulted in victory for the man
who had ousted Mancham,
President Albert Rene.. Then
the commission's draflt was
rejected in a referendum and
it was back to the drawing
board.

Multipartyism in some
places made a bad start. In
Cameroon President Pau Biya
narrowly won an October pres-
idential poll. The opposition
alleged irregularities, riots
broke out and an emergency
was declared. In the Central

g
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President Joseph Momoh., who

multipartyism, called an elec-
tion for December 9, then was
forced by the courts ta post-
pone it till DecemBer 29. His
[orecast that parties would- fol-
low tribal lines looked like be-

ing fulfilled as his main oppo- -

nents, led by veteran Oginga
Odinga, split.

In Lkesotho return to civil-
fan rule with multiparty elec-
tions was planned for early
1993. Exiled Moshoeshoe Il
was allowed home, but his son
remained King.

In Nigeria the year was
peppered with preliminary
polls that were supposed to
lead to presidential elections
on December 9. Parliamentary
clections went satisfactorily,
but two attempts to hold
presidential primaries [ailed
miserably because of fraud and
bribery. All 26 candidates and
the leaders of the two political
parties were disqualified by
President [brahim Babangida. A
new timetable was set for
1993.

At year's end even the Life
President of Malawi, Dr
Kumuzu Banda, announced a
referendum to decide whether
to adopl multiparty rule —
news that coincided with the
cleath after 12 years in jail of
lis political rival Orton Chirwa.

In Algeria President Chadli
liendjedid suddenly resigned
alter Islamic fundamentalists
won clections. A second round
of polling was canceled. A
council ol state was set up.
Rioling was followed by a state
of emergency. Independence
liwro Mohamed Boudial was
brought from 27 years in exile
in France and made President.
Five months later he was dead
— assassinated by a man In a
police uniform.

The year promised well in
South Alrica. In March
President de Klerk held a ref-
erendum asking the five mil-
lton whites whether they
agreed to continuation ol his

reform process — and they
voted Yes.
After that the process

stalled. Violence grew alarni-
ingly. Relations between
Nelson Mandela and de Klerk
cooled, mainly because the
African National Congress
(ANC] was convinced a third
force was fuclling the violence,
particularly belween the ANC
and Chiel Gatsha Buthelezi's
inkata Freedom Party.
Although de Klerk repeal-
edly denied the existence of
such a force, 11 gradually

political parties. The
Convention for a Democratic
South Alrica [CODESA) did not
sit after Boipatong. Yet much
talking still went on behind-
scenes and in November de
Klerk suddenly announced that
an interim government should
be put in place by April 1994.
The ANC said this was too far
offl and pointed out that the
country's economy was bleed-
ing.

In December a three-day
meeting between ANC and the
government raised hopes of an
interim government by May
1993. Ominously Buthelezi an-
nounced glans to turn Natal
and his KwaZulu homeland
into an autonomous stabe,

In 1992 for the first time
South Africa accepted the

presence ol international
monitoring groups. A small

number of obscrvers were sent
by the UN, the Commonwealth
and the Organisation of African
Unity [OAU) to suggest ways of
reducing the level of violence.

An encouraging feature of
1992 was the growth of inter-
natifonal monitoring and
peacekeeping operations.
Mainly this was happening
through the UN, but the
Commonwealth, the European
Community and ecven such
bodies as the OAU and the
Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) were
playing a role.

Election monitoring was
becoming increasingly accept-
ablc. The Commonwealth
found an important new role in
helping with election prepara-
tions, constitutional drafting,
improved parliamentary prac-
tice and observing the polls.
The Americans were also in-
creasingly active through the
Carter centre to promote
democracy.

Under its new Secretary-
Oeneral, Boutros Boutros-Ghai,
the UN found itsell involved in
a record number of operations
and it was increasingly
stretched. Boutros-Ghali, less
smooth than his over-diplo-
miitic predecessor Perez de
Cucllar, ruffled the West by
suggesting it was showing
more concern for Yugoslavia
than for Somalia. Third World
countries worried that since
the Gulf War the UN was be-
ginning to be run by the US
and its Western allies on the
Sceurity Council,

Al the Non-Aligned Move-
ment summit in Jakarta,
Prime Minister Mohamad
Mahathir of Malaysia spoke for
many countirfes when he said
that "recent history must con-
vinee us that a unipolar world
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the capital. Fighting was the
heaviest for two

The fourth area of major
conflict remained south Sudan,
where the almost totally unre
ported war intensified as the
Islamic fundamentalist gov-
ernment made new efforts to
break the rebels. Towns were
captured and peace talks were
opened and adjourned in
Abuja, Nigerta. But fighting
went on, UN aid was blocked
and the plight of refugees be
Came eVer more serious

Fatlure &f the rains in

Alrican Republic elections on
October 28 were canceled by
the Supreme Court three days
later because of irregularities
And in Togo iransition was
stalled when President
Etienne Eyadema refused to
siep down.

In Ghana milita ruler
Jerry Rawlings donned a civil-
ian suit, fought a multiparty
presidential election and won.
Parliamentary eclections were
to follow on December 20 In
Kenya, President Daniel arap
Moi, a rejuctant convert to

cmerged that elements of th
army and police were stirring
trouble, and that de Klerk
must have been privy to it. His
integrity had become susperct
In one of the worst inci
dents IFP followers were ac
cused of killing 45 people In

Boipatong {lownship near
Johanesburg In another ANC
supporters marching n the
Cilscki homeland were mown

down by troops and 29 died
For much of the year htlic

formal negotiation took place

between governmen! and the

is cvery bit as threatening as a
bipolar world.” A new worid
order could not be determined
by the few and forced on the
many: He warned : "Without
the option to defect to the
other side, we can expect less
woolng but more threats.”
Pressure was growing from
developed and devecioping
countries for reform of the UN
system, with enlargement of
the Security Council to inclhude
more permanent members
such as India, Indonesia, Japan
and Germany. The ltkelthood

Not

'...Mmmmﬂbhmmmhmm
The worid was walking blindiold into 1993'

of change still seemed remote
and certainly it was not some-

thing the US was going to

favour. But the problem would
not go away.

The area causing most con-
cern by the end of 1992 was

the Balkans. Throughout the .

ycar war raged in the central
part of what was Yugoslavia,
mainly in Bosnia-Herz i
which found itself being carved
up by the Serbs and the Cmats.

No faction was blameless,
but as the wore on it be-
came increasi clear that
attempts were underway to
create a greater Scrbiay
tht Serbs held twe- s of
Bosnia. -

The suffcring was immense.
For the whole year Sarajevo, a
city for ever associated with
thc assassination of Archduke
Ferdinand which precipitated
World War One, was under
sicge.

The wugly term ethnic
cleansing suddenly came into
use as whole communities
were uprooted and thousands
held in detention. In a year
which had seen fascism
cemerging again in Germany
lthe roncentration camp came
hack into existence, and
FEurope once more saw thou-
sands of refugees fleeing from
political and religious persecu-
tion.

The European Communily
had come into existence with
the aim of preventing situa-
tions ltke this ever arising
again in Europe, but it seemed
unable to cope, Pushed along
by Germany. it complicated
the problem by recognising
Croatia and Slovenia as
sovereign states.

No EC country wanted to
get militarily involved in the
historically turbulent Balkans.
The concentration was on me-
diation and ceasefire negotia-
tions. British Prime Ministcr
John Major convened a con-
lerence of all the parties in
London. Most made promises

they promptly broke as soon as

they got home.

Lord Owen, for the EC, and
Cyrus Vance, for the UN, shut-
tlied around Europe and had
some success — for example,
in securing with UN help a
withdrawal of Serbians from
the peninsula overlooking the
damaged historic city of
Dubrovnik and making it a
demilitarised zone

The UN became increas-
ingly involved, so that by
December it had 23,000

troops policing enclaves in
Croatia and ferrying food
across DBosnia-Herzegovina.
Airlifts helped build supplies
in Sarajeve for the winter.

Ethnic cleansing was being
directed at the Muslim com-
munities of Bosnia, and many
Muslim countries became rest-
less over the West's apparent
lack of concern for these
communities. Middle Easi
countries threatened to floul
the UN arms embargoe and give
the Bosnian Muslims funds to
buy weapons to defend them
schves.

As the year closed, pressure

for the UN to move frem

its passive policing role to one
of peace enlorcement. Western
countries were determined to
keep their troops out of the
fighting, but me one really
knew what to do and lears ol
major war in the Balkans were
higher than at any time since
the trouble started. Agaln,
leadership was missing,

The EC had many other

i #prevaricated

~forced to

things on its' mind: The
Maastricht Treaty, for in-
stance. Al the end of 1991 the
12 countries had Ilelt
Maasiricht happy with an
agrecmenl that would bring
them closer to economic and
political union. The British had
oplcd out of parts of it and
helped "waler down references
to federation and a common
currency.

A year later the landscape
had changed. Denmark voted
by refcrendum against the
treaty and France voted Yes by
only a whisker. The British
on ratification.
Anti-EC forces welled up again
and Prime”“Minister Major was
go slow Then came
Black Wednesday — the day,
September 16, when pressure
on sterling cost Britain £2 bil-
lion in foreign reserves and
forced it to leave the European
Exchange . Rate Mechanism
[ERM). Pressure on the lira
forced Italy o quit it as well.

The pound floaied down by
20 per cent only days after
Major had pledged it would
not be devalucd, further fu-
elling anti-EC feeling in Britain
— all at a time when Britain
was holding the six-month
presidency of the EC.

in December, at the end ol
the presidency, Major at last
had some luck. He chaired a
final summil in Edinburgh that
restored some harmony among
the 12 lcaders. It made a pact
on financing, agreed to Danish
opt-outs on Maastricht like
those given to the British and
paved the vay lor cnlargement
of the Community.

Major was having an ex:
traordtnary vear of triumph
and tragedy. The man who had
succceded Thatcher in 1990
waited almost to the end of the
Conservative Party's {ive-year
term in office in the hope that
reecssion was cnding. then
called an clection for April 9.

The npl:r‘.th;r“ ],ﬂ_‘.l"ﬂ .!hﬂ‘l"l'.'ﬂ
the Labour Parly set to end 13
vears: of Tory rule Thc}' were
;wrr;n_g Major the man critics
labelled grey, won by 21 seals.
It was only onc fifth the size of
Thatcher s majority, but he
wias now able to clatm to be
Premier i his own right.

Aler the eleetion nnthtng
went his way. The recession
deepened, his ministers wenl
from Bhinder to blunder, scan-
dals abounded, and then campe
Black Friday. Rarcly had there
been such a quick political fall

On top of this, came the
plight of the world's most pub-
Woised monarchy

In the 40th year ol her
reign Queen Elizabeth mel
what she called In the saddest
speech of her reign her "annus
horribilis © For months the
tablotd press had been diggl
awny at the anties of the m,l:
relatives. Although much
hehaviour was scandalous,
there was substance in the
storice. All was not well in the
House of Windsor.

The marriages of all ‘the
Pueen s <children (Prince
Edward being uwmimarried) had
fallen, or were (alling apart.
Princess Anne diverced her
husband and remarried in
December, the Duke of York
was separated from his wile,
Sarah. and then the Prince of
Wales and Princess [Diana sepa-
rated. Al thix [uelled erfticism
of the lact that, under a deal
done by her father in 1937,
the Queen patd no income tax
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