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hartal was observed

today in Chittagong port city
amid a wave of protests against

rehabilitation of the effected
people of Halishahar.
During the hartal period

soccer kicks

Rabin ‘damages’
Israel's image

Ship with plutonium
returns to Japan
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$ 6 lakh ADB assistance
for industrial pollution
control

Uruguay Round talks
resume
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Science and
Technology
Archaeological treas-

urer give new
evidence
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Dhaka Day by Day

-point ai & signal at

at about 11 pm and
forced the driver to follow
their order. But the driver,

coming te Motitheel area.
drove it straight inte
Bangabhaban where security
guards on dut

A thick blanket of fog cov-

ered most of the country

Tuesday reducing visibility to a

| record low and disrupting
normal lfe.

A weatherman said the visi-
bility at Zia International
Airport was recorded 10 me-
| tre, the lowest in this reason,
between 6-50 am to 7-50 am
Tuesday. "It {8 uncommon for
the season,” he added.

Life remained partially.
paralysed from 10 pm to 11

am because of the foggy
weather that started late

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Jan 5:
Prime Minister Bepm-nm :
Lia called u -
cal mw to mm
alleviating poverty and bufiding
the country, reports UNB.

"We might have differences
in opinfon, but we all have to
work for building the
country,” she said.

Begum Zia was add a
public meeting organised
the district BNP at the local
stadtum here this afternoon.

Presided over by Syed
Monzoorul Hossain MP, the
meeting was also addressed by
State Minister for Finance
Mojibur Rahman, State
Minister for Law and Justice
Aminul Huq, Whip Shahjahan
Miah, Lutfunessa Hossain MP
and district BNP president
Kamrul Hassan.

The Prime Minister
stressed the need for united

Unusual fog eelops COUNLry

Star Report

December. Met office forecast
that it would continue for at
least another three days.

A number of flights were
cancelled Tuesday from Zia
while several others, interna-
tional and domestic, were de-
layed, one source said.

The officer on duty
declined to give details of the
flight schedule requesting to
contact the General Manager
(Public Relation) whose tele-
phone was found to be out of

order. The Airport Manager
and Deputy General Manager

at Zia

clfforts to make the country
scif-reliant which she said is

- the aim of the present gov-

ernment.

"We have to work together
for our future... | believe we
can build the country unitedly
with the same eflorts with
which we removed autocracy
and established democracy in
the country,” she said.

Begum Zia out that
her party had established the
politics of production. "We
want to increase production in
fields and factories,” she said.

Begum Zia said the unem-
ployment of the coun-
try cannot be solved by provid-
ing government jobs. "Em-
ployment has to be created
through setting up ol new
industries.”

Emphasizing on self-em-
ployment, she asked the peo-
ple to take the advantage of

(Traffic) also gave similar
replies.

The capital city looked de-
serted since 10 pm with only a
few vehicles belonging to the
essential services plying.

Night coaches left the city
terminal early but became
stranded at Aricha and some
other points, terminal sources
said.

Our Sirajganj Corresp-
ondent said some 3,000
passengers were stranded at
the local launch ghat because
of fog since Monday midnight.

PM urges political parties’
Work together despite
‘ differences

the new industrial policy
which provides loans for set-
ting up small end cottage in-
dustries.

The Prime Minister pointed
to the local resources includ-
ing fruits which can be the raw
materials for small industries.
She particularly referred to
mango which has a great po-
tential for canning.

She also laid {importance on
sclf-employment of women
who constitute hall of the
country's population.

Begum Zia mentfoned dif
ferent development pro-
grammes of her government
particularly in the education,
communication and power
sectors, But she alleged that a
certain political party was hin-
dering the development efforts
of the present government

On the second leg of her

Sce Page 12 Col 8

Several launches left the
terminal at around noon
Tuesday, he added.

Meteorologists said influx of
"humid air” from the Bay of
Bengal to the comparatively
cold mainland was causing the
fog.

g"I*.t. is° uncommon, there
should be a high pressure
{(anti-cyclone) over the bay but
instead a low pressure is cur-
rently prevailing which is
bringing moisture to the land,”
Sajedur Rahman, Deputy

See Page 12 Col 7

Hasina shocked
at Halishahar,
Jessore incidents

Awami League President

and Leader of the ition

in Fm__. e nd sierday ex-
pressed her -dgp ‘shock at

the death of five persons and

injuries to other people in po-
lice firing in the incident in
Benapole border in Jessore,
reporis BSS.

In a statement Sheikh
Hasina said that she was
deeply shocked and concerned
at the police firing incident in
Benapole border of Jessore
district on Monday.

She said five invaluable lives
were lost on Monday as the
government remained myste-
riously silent and allowed the
long marchers proceed to-
wards the border after its or-
ganisers announced their
march plan following Babri
Mosque demolition in Ayodhya.

She also alleged that the
government did not inform
anything to the organisers of
the march nor the people of
the country before the long
march reached up to the bor-
der point and the incident was

See Page 12 Col 8

_organisations
served protest

the atrocities by a section of
Navy personnel at Bandertila of
Halishahar area on January 2

and 3,

Six persons, according to
police and other officials here,

were killed in the incident
while around 200 peop

le were
injured mostly ffom bullets,
Property including dwelling
houses and shops worth crores
of taka were torched and
damaged. )

The local units of Awami
League, 5-party, PDF,
Ganatantrik Biplabi Jote and
Ganatantri party gave the call
for today's half-day hartal.

Different political parties
here organised protest rallies
and brought out processions
demanding immediate pun-
ishment to those Navy person-
nel responsible for the inci-
dent. The leaders of those
parties also demanded the
shifting of Chittagong naval

‘base [rom Halishahar area,

immediate court martial of
the persons responsible, com-

. round

today the normal life came to a
halt in the city and its sur-
areas. Sporadic blasts
of cocktails and massive
picketing marked the half-day
hartal. Some vehicles were
damaged in the city, witnesses
mostly took place at Jamal
Khan Road, Chawkbazar,
Anderkilla, New Market cross-
ing, and Port road.

All kinds of vehicles includ-
ing rickshwas stayed off the
roads and shops and markets
remained closed. Both public
and private offices could not
function and preoduction in
mills and factories came to
halt during hartal. Cargo han-
dling at Chittagong port was
also hampered, official sources
said. Truckloads of police were
seen patrolling the city roads.

However, tension at the
trouble-torn Halishahar area is
yet to case with Police and
BDR men still patrolling the
area to prevent any furiher
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| Firing on long-marchers

in Jessore protested

By Staff Correspondent

Several religious and other

day amid partial
hastal, demonstrations and
mourning processions con-
demning the firing on Mon-
day's long march in Jessore in
which at least 5 persons were
killed. '

The Long March National
Implementation Committee
called for observing the day
supported by a number of
othey or tions. ‘

In Dhaka, the Committee
organised a procession which
paraded major city streets. It
started from the north gate of
Baitul Mokarram.

The Islami Chhatra Shibir
also brought out a procession
that ended in a brief rally at
south gate of the national
mosque.

Qur Jessore Correspondent
reports: A dawn to dusk hartal
was observed partially yester-
day at the district protesting
police firing on e long-
marchers to Ayodhya Monday.

All the markets and busi-

The Long March Implemen-
tation Committee held a rally
yesterday at 3 pm at the
Daratana Square of the town
protesting police action.

The presided over by
Kazi Muttassim Billah was ad-
dressed by Saikul Hadish
Maolana Azizul Huq and other
leaders of the Committee.

Maolana Aziz criticized the
Soc¢ial Welfare and Women
Affairs Minister Tarikul Islam
and Minister for Religious
Affairs MA Mannan saying that
the police made the heinous
attack on the long-marchers in
presence of the two minister.
He also announced that the
commitiee will organise a
gherao January 12 at the Zla
International Airport during
the arrival of Indian Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao in
Scv Page 12 Col 6
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‘1 rhe

off today
Sports Reporter

The seventh President Gold
Cup international football
tournament comprising eight
teams including six
and two local sides kicks-off
today with reigning champions
Bangladesh Reds taking on
Polonia Warszawa of Poland at
6 pm at the Dhaka Stadium.

The 11-day long tourna-
ment ends on January 16 with
the champions becoming ric-
her for 12,000 US dollars. The
runners-up will get 8000
dollars.

Radio Bangladesh and

Bangladesh Television will give

live coverage of the inaugural
match.

[Detailed report on Page 10.]

Jamaat resents
killing of 5

long-marchers

An emergency meeting of
the central executive commit-

tee of Jamaat-e-Islami yester-
day strongly resented the
killing of five long-marchers by
police firing in Jessore on
Monday, reports UNB.
Jamaat also announced that
it will observe a protest day on
8 all over the country
m over

demanding immediate judicial
inquiry into the “indiseri-
minate police firing".

Sce Page 12 Col 7

Dhaka-11 by-polls:
All nominations
found valid

All the 20 nomination pa-
pers submitted for contesting
parliamentary by-election in
Dhaka-11 (Mirpur] con-
stituency were found valid afl-
ter the scrutiny yesterday,
Election Commission said, re-
ports UNB,

The last date for withdrawal
of candidature is January 12
while the eclection will take
place on February 3.

The Mirpur seat of Jatiya
Sangsad fell vacant with the
death of Harunur Rashid
I Mollah of BNP,

4686 fil

Nomination papers for the
ensu pourasava clection
were filed Tuesday at the of-
fices of the returning officers.

A total of 511 candidates
filed nomination papers tlo
contest for chairmanship while
4175 candidates as commis-
sioners. The applicants in-
clhuded 46 women for commis-
stonership.

The nomination
be scrutinised Wednesday .

Out of 106 pourashavas,
clections to 91 will be held
January 30 Election to Savar
pourasava scheduled for the
same day has been postponed
due to an injunction of the
High Court.

Polls in the remaining 14
pourasavas will not held due 10

disputes over area-selection
and ward -division.

will

nominations for poura polls

By Staff Correspondent

This will be the [ifth
pourasava polls in the country,
the last being held January 3,
1989,

According to the election
schedule announced by the
Election Commission, candida-
tures can be withdrawn by
January 13 at the latest.

Our Correspondent from
Mymensingh adds: A total of
19 candidates flled nomina-
tions for the posts of chatrmen
and 228 candidates for com:
missioners in Mymensingh.

For chairmen posts, ten
candidates filed from Mymen-
singh, four from Muktagachha
and five from Gouripur.

A total of 124 candidaies
filed applications from Myme-
nsingh, 39 from Muktagasa
and 68 from Gouripur for

commissioners posts.

Our Correspondent from
Shirajgan] adds: Five persons
will be contesting for chair-
manship in Sirajgan|{ and 54
persons for five ward commis-
sioners’ posts.

In Shahjadpur, seven can-
didates will be contesting for
chairmanship while 85 others
for three ward commissioners

posis,
Our Maulvibazar Correspon
dent adds: A total of 42

commissioner candidates sub
mitted nomination papers for
three wards. Of them 14 lor
Wward No-1, 9 for Ward No-2
and 19 for Ward No-3.

In Sreemongal paurasava, 8
candidates submitied nomina
tions for the post of Chatrman
They are: Md Mahsin Mtah, Md

Arfan Miah, Abdul Malek, Abu
Sahid Md Abdullah, Fajle Elah{
and Mansur Bakht Chowdhury,

A total of 39 commissioner
candidates submitted nomina-
tion papers in Sreemangal. Of
them 20 for Ward No-1, 10 for
Ward No-2, and 9 for Ward No-
3

Our Jamalpur Correspon-
dent adds: Eight nomination
papers were filed for the posts
of chairmen tn Jamalpur and
Sartsabarli pourasavas in the
districts.

Sixtyeigh!t nomination pa
pers for the posts of four
commissioners of Jamalpur
pourasava were flled while 52
nominalion” papers were sub
mitted for the three posts of
commissioners in Sarisabari
POV ASEVE

CHITTAGONG, Jan 5 Bang-
ladesh tea producers and
traders, battling for survival
have now turned their eyes on
home market by jumping into
a vigorous media campaign.

Export price losses and
shrinkage of traditional and
potential overseas markets
have forced them tnrclhr ag
gressive home ma hunt

which authorities earlier
hardly encouraged.
According to tea traders

and offictals, any sort of bid for
raising home consumption of
ten is mlmost like safling in the
reverse divection of govern-
ment’s policy as it always en-
couraged to boost tea export
! 1o fetch more foreign curren-

From Nurul Alam

Cies,
A senior official of state-
owned sh Tea Board

who wanted not to be named,
said, "now we have allowed the

team producers and traders
for marketing their products
at home only to save coun-

try's tea industries and gar-
dens which plunged into se-
vere crisis in the backdrop of
the collapse of Soviet Union, a

major buyer of Bangladesh

tea.”

Some other export mar-
kets have also slipped away
because of price competition
while Iragq, another tradi-
tional buyer of tea,
is stfll barred to attend the
ieam auctions here under an

economic sanction imposed
on it, the official added.

*If the tea producers can
establish a steady home mar
ket for their crop, after all,
they may not be lotally threat-
ened in the absence of foreign
buyers.” the offictal also added

He informed that Bang:
ladesh Tea Board had already
proposed to the Commerce
Ministry to organise a vigorous
advertising campaign in most
of the foreign media through
Bangladesh embassy with the
slogan "Drink Bangladesh tea’
that could draw the attraction
of foreign buyers

According to official re
ports, during five the months
from July to Nov '92, the ex

" Tea producers turn to home market

of Bangladesh tea came
down to 12 83 millon kgs
worth Taka 63 crores [rom
1392 million kgs worth Taka

80 crores 72 lakhs in the cor
responding period of 91-92

fiscal

The average expori price of
tea feil to Th 38 per kg this
year from Tk 47 per kg in the
previous year, broker sources
and tea board officials said
adding thal 1 was absolutely
below the cost of production
which manges between Tk 46
fo Th 50 prr kg,

Bul the weather this year
greatly favoured Bangladesh's
tea crop resuiting n an in
crease in production. OfMcial
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