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US plans to
expel Russian
attache

WASHINGTON, Jan 2 The
Bush administration plans 1o
expel a Russian Military
Attache in Washington for es
plonage. but no action was ex
pected before the US-Russian
Summit, the Washington
Times said Friday, reports AFP.

The newspaper, citing
unidentified administration of-
ficials, said the Attache had
been under surveillance for
months by FBI Counter-
Intelligence Agents.

The sources did not identify
the Attache by name but said
he was believed to be a senior
officer In the Russian military
inteligence agency. according

to the Times. .
A senfor administration ol-

ficial told the Times no dcci-
sion had been taken on the
expulsion. But the Times said
another officials sald the

Russian was guilty of improper |

intelligence activities and the
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Persecution by Mujahideen alleged

Hindus, Sikhs leaving Afghanistan for India

NEW DELHI, Jan 2: Tho-
usands of Afghan Hindus and
Sikhs are pouring into India
alleging persecution by the
Mujahideen in one of the
biggest influx of refugees from
Afghanistan since the war
there erupted more than a
decade ago, reporis AFP.

More the 10,000 reached
New Delhi between July and
carly December, travelling
through Pakistan. The hard
pressed office of the UN High
Commissioner for Refupgees
[UNHCR) here says it is unable
to cope with the rush.

"The whole system is (o
going to break down, very, very
soon,” said a top official of the
UNICR, which has already
registered some 3,000 Hindus
and Sikhs as refugees and Is

State Department's European

Affairs Bureau supported the more than 5,000 others,

Russians free to go abroad: s
Friday Russians can go abroad without an exit visa, but their
passports will be every expensive, the official television has
said, reportis AFP from Moscow.

‘Phe passports, which all Russians are now entitied to, will
cost from 5,000 to 10,000 rubles — the equivalent 6f a
monthly middle-income salary, the television said.

This fee does not include the bribes which many people
pay here to speed
— which can take a month or lo

Plea to sto shel]mg in Sukhumi:

Georgian leader unrd Shevardnadze called on Abkhazian
rebels on Friday to stop shelling the regional capital Sukhumi,
threatening unspecified action unless the fighting stopped,
Itar-Tass news agency said, reports Reuter from Moscow.

“Il the Abkhazian side does not s
of residential areas in Sukhumi, the Georglan leadership will
consider taking steps to repulse the Abkhazian forces”, Tass
quoted him as saying.

Shevardnadze, the last Foreign Minister of the former
Soviet Union, visited the Black Sea region on Thursday to try
to ¢nd four months of fighting between Georgian forces and
Abkhazian separatists.

5 FillPlIlGH die in violence: rie peopic.

killed in two separate incidents

including lour soldiers, were
in the southern Philippines, the military reported Saturday,

AP says from Zamboanga,

The armed forces Southern Command said both incidents

took place late Friday on islands south of this port city, about
864 kilometers (500 miles) south of Manila.
" Caption:
On DBasilan island; unidentified assailants killed two

military intelligence agents and wounded two civilians in an
ambush in Isabela.

The report said the soldiers, from the Military Infelligence
Group, ‘and their companions had just attended a New Year's
party at a nearby residence when they were waylaid.

OIC meet on Jan 11: e organisation of

the Islamic Conference is to hold a one-day mecting on
January 11 to discuss the deportation of over 400 Palestinians
by Israel, OIC Secretary General Hamid Algabid said here
Friday. says AFP from Dakar.

Representatives from Moroceo, Kuwait, Turkey, Indonesia,
Syria, Pakistan and Palestine will attend the meeting here in
Dakar.

The officials will also discuss the conflict in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Algabid said.

It will be chaired by Senegalese President Abdou Dioul, the
current president of the OIC.
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Nutrtionist dead in Boston:ruu
University Chanccllor Jean Mayer, a renowned nutrionist who
helped cstablish the national food stamp and school lunch
ymes, died Friday. He was 72, reports AP from Boston.

Mayer died of a heart attack while vacationing in Sarasota,
Fla, said university s Gail Bambrick.

The son of a physiclogist, Mayer worked to combat hunger
during much of his carcer. He served as an adviser to the late
Sen Robert Kenned and to Presidents Nixon, Ford and Carter.

"Jean Mayer made hunger unacceptable in America, and
today millions of healthy children have him to thank,” said
Sen Edward M Kennedy, D-Mass.

processing the applications of

up the pmucuhmg of passport applications

stop the intensive shelling

The officials said more
Hindu and Sikh Afghans were
on their way to India.

"They are still coming
through.” he said, speaking on
condition of anonymity. He es-
timated that their number
would reach about 20.000— or
nearly hall the Hindu-Sikh
population of Afghanistan -- by
June 1993.

The refugees, many of
whom have never visited India
before and speak Pushtu better
than Hindi or Punjabi, alleged

that they were targets of the -

Afghan Mujahideen because
they were not Muslims.

"We are here because of the
lawlessness in Kabul,” said
Gurbux Singh, a middle-aged
Sikh trader from Kabul. "We
are sick and tired of being
there.”

"We have lost everything we

had,” added Ghanshyam Gahi,
25, a Hindu.

Other Hindus and Sikhs
waiting outside the small
UNHCR office here said their
problems began after the fall in
April of Soviet backed
President Najibullah and the
coming to power ol the
Muslim fundamentalist
Mujahideen.

Since then, the refugees
said, roving guerilla bands had
terrorised the Hindu and Sikh
community in Kabul and else-

whoere, Killin em and at-
tar.:L king ancf I[hu{ing their

property.

"Many gol killed. Many were
wounded,” Gurbux Singh said.

"(L was) a time when we
could not even step out to our
homes. But when they started
to kidnap our women, we de-
cided to call it quits.” -

Thousands of Afghans have

sought refuge in India over the
years. Man}' still live in New
Delhi and other cities, while
others have moved over to the
West secking greener pastures.
Until now the refugees rarely
inchuded Sikhs and Hindus.

The UNHCR here was re-
cetving 100-150 Alghans a
month secking refugee status
until June 1992. In July, Sikhs
and Hindus began overshadow-
ing the Afghan Muslims, send-
ing the total shooting up to
1.602,

Between July 1 and
December 11, some B8,B05
Afghans knocked at the
UNHCR's doors, putting its
limited staff, including the four
legal officers who iInterview
the applicants, under great
strain,

The number of later ar-
rivals, almost all Sikhs and

Hindus, may be higher because
not all refugees seek help from
the UNHCR, officials said.
Until June, an Afghan -- or
any other potential refugee—
coming to the UNHCR was
asked to come within one
month for an interview. Now
the waiting time has been in-
creased to four months.
Meanwhile, the Hindus and
Sikhs are their best to
make both ends meet. Many
live on charity, and hundreds
arec put up in makeshift tents
near a Sfkh shrine which also
provides them with food.

Uttam Chand, a Hindu, said
it was impossible to remt a
house in New Delhi. "When we
go house hunting, the owners
ask what we do for a living.
When we tell them we are
refugees, they shoo us away.”

Chand sells vegetables in

NAIROBI: Leaders of Kenya
Kenya, Kenmneth Matiba of
a press conference on Friday.

a's main opposition parties (from L) Odinga Odinga of FORD
RD Asili, and Mwai Kibaki of the Democratic Hi g r at

Moi fears civil war in Kenya

NAIROBI, Jan 2: President
Daniel arap Moi said the oppo-
sition was pushing the country
toward civil war by refusing to
accept his victory in Kenya's
first multiparty elections in 26
years, reports AP, '

"If they want a multiparty
system they should be the first
to accept the results,” Moi said
in a British Broadcasting
Corporation interview Friday
night.

Opposition candidates
Kenneth Matiba, Mwai Kibaki
and Oginga Odinga claimed
earlier Friday that the elec-
tions were . They said
they rejected results and
had united in a common front
to force a new vote.

The three candidates urged
Kenyans to remain peaceful
and let the three lead contin-
ued efforts to prevent Moi

f’%rw?mn

the sake of all of us, we mu:l
put the feelings of the past few
months behind us,” Moi said In
a statement before the inter-
view.

Premadasa appeals to prevent

COLOMBO, Jan 2: President
Ranas Premadasa made a
new appeal for peace today,
warning that only an early solu-
tion to Shri Lanka's dragging
ethnic conflict could prevent
the break-up of the island, re-
ports AFP.

"The urgent need of the
hour is a peaceful solution to
the northeast crisis... because
it will prevent the division of
our country,” Premadasa said
in a televised address to the
nalion.

“Lethal weapons have not

brought dur:hle peace any-
where at anytime,” he told a
colourful religious ceremony at
the Dalada Maligawa, or temple
of the tooth, in the central
town of Kandy to mark the
fourth anniversary of his inau-
guration.

“This country belongs to ev-
eryone, Let us forget past prej-
udices. Let us join hands in ful-
filling the hopes and aspira-
tions of all our citizens,” u
Premadasa from the temple's
historic Octagon, from wherc
ancient Sinhala kings ad-

~ break-up of Shri Lanka

drruﬂnd their subjects.

The Shri Lankan leader said
a peaceful settlement to the
war between government
troops and separatist Libe-
ration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) guerillas would reduce
defence expenditure and boost
the economy.

The president also said his
government was ecagerly
awaiting the final recommen-
dations of a parilamentary se-
lect committee to hammer out
a negotiated political settle-
ment to the war.

FATHER IN ABSENTIA: A Palestinian deportee at no-

per re that his wife
poTt—St-r TV photo

man's land learns from a news
has given birth to a child Thur

HK police came |
under fire for
death of new

year's stampede
HONG KONG, Jan 2. Hong

police came under fire
today for the deaths of 20 rey-

Lebanon,
remained at an im

cliers crushed du a new | *AYyS: were mistakenly de-

year's stampede mﬁr‘m P"":‘d reporis AP.
night lfe area, Sty eanwhile, lsraeli Prime
Politicians satd had | Minister Yitzhak Rabin on
previously been urged o Hmit Friday oflered to take back all
the numbers allowed into Lan | 1hose December |7
after nine months, i the

Kong's trendicst bars and
resiaurants.

loreal government official
Yuen Bun-Keung said if police
had adopted proposals made
earlicr this monththe disaster
might have been avoided.
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malke the offer in good laith

Palestinian uprising in the
Israecli-occupied territories
and all "vielence and terror”

amm
suggesicd that Rabin did not

The mass deportation was

f)rought leaves
17m short of

water in China

BEWING, Jan 2: A drought
since autumn has lell nearly 17
milllon people short of walcr
and millions of hectares
(acres) of crops damaged in
China., and oflicial newspaper
siid loday, reports AFP.

Some 5.8 milllon hectares
(14.3 million acres) of farm-
land have been hit by drought
in eight provinces in the
southern hall of the country,
the China Daily said, quoting a
report from the National
Drought Control Office.

Human province in south-
central China was one of the
hardest hit with 3.8 million
people suffering acute walter

shortages, the newspaper said.

Some 330,000 hectares
(815,000 acres] of corps
"withered and died” in the
province which received less
than one-third of the usual
rainfall from July to November,
the newspaper said,

In one county in the south-
ern of Guangxi, schools
have closed and 100,000 peo
ple have been forced to carry
in drinking walter.

Pind: to test travellers
from India for AIDS

ISLAMABAD, Jan 2: The
government is to conduct AIDS
tesis on all Pakistanis return-
ing from India after reports
the diseasc was [ast spreading
among prostitutes in the
neighbouring country, reports
here said today, acmrding lo
m'l-

The plan, being devised by
the Interior Ministry and to be
announced soon. envisages
posting medical specialists to
airports and railway stations at
the Lahore and Wagah border
crossing in Punjab province fo
test all travellers from India
for deadly Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS),
they said.

The move follows reports in
same weslern press that 20 to
30 per cent of the prostitutes
in Bombay—who include

| Indlans, Bangladeshis and Shn

Lankans — were sulfering [rom
AIDS, independent daily the
news and the Urdu Nawa-l
Wagql newspaper said

Quoting Home Ministry offi
cials, other papers sald special
instructions weuld be given to
Pakistan{ youths travelling to

india, particularly Bombay,

[Hlundred of people, includ-
ing members of the divided
families, travel daily between
India and Pakistan.

The tense relations be-
tween Lhe two countries,
causced by a lingering dispute
over Kashmir, reached a new
low in December after the de-
struction of a histeric mosque
by Hindu fanatics in India.

The government here had
carlier advised its nationals to
avoid travelling to India for
salety reasons after Indian se-
curity forces killed two
Pakistanis.

Islamabad earlier this weck
requestied New Delhi withdraw
two thirds of its diplomats
from its Karachi consulate
amid newspaper reports that
some stafl were invoilved in
intelligence activities in Sindh
province.

Newspapers here saild
Pakistan, refusing to alter its
demand, has prepared a list of
diplomats to be withdrawn
from its Bombay consulate
stivuld India retaliate against
Islamabad s move

Kim ready
for talks on
unification

TOKYO, Jan 2: North
Korean President Kim II-Sung
indicated in a new year ad-
dress a willingness to open a
dialogue with other nations on
re-unification with the South,
reports Reuter,

"If anyone takes a sincere
attitude to recally settle the
quustion of the country's
rcunification on the standpoint
of national independence, we
will meet him or her, without
gucstioning his or her past,
and discuss the question of
national reunification open-
mindedly,” the state-run
Korean Central News
(KCNA) on Friday quo

s ﬂyhlﬂ*

Kim, who was addressing a
gathering on Deccember 31,
said it was time to move away
from policies born of the cold

WIr era.
“in order to solve the

Korean question, the outcome

of cold war, the countries con-
cerned must renounce without
hesitation their outdated pol-
fcy of the cold war period,”

Kim was quoted as saying.

He said such open-minded-
ness would serve to improve
international relations.

"This will also exert
favourable influence on impro-
ving the relations between our
country and these countries,”
he said.

Kim

But the Stalinist leader said
North Korea would maintain
the present form of m-
ment which he desc as
"anthropocentric socialism.”

The Korean Peninsula has
been divided between the
Communist North and Capita-
list South since the close of
World War Two in 1945.

the Indian capital. Rajésh
Kumar, 24, another Hindu,
said he had a prosperous elec-
trical business in Kabul. "Now |
must think twice before buying
a cup of tea.”

The UNHCR says while it
has enough money on its
hands, it is getting snowed
under by applications and is
increas nding it tough to

pursue individual claims for -

educatibpn and medical bene-
fits.

"We are heading towards a
crisis,” the official said. "We
are doing what we can, We are
not slowing down. But the
regulations take time.”

He said the UNHCR was
pressing New Delhi to inter-
'vene and t agencies such
as the Red Cross to take care
of the health needs of the
rt:fugﬁ:s.

l

Yangon announces
remission of
prison sentences

YANGON, Jan 2: Myanmar's
military government an-
nounced today a blanket re-
mission of prison sentences
ahcad of a national convention
January 9 to draft a new con-
stitution, reports AFP.

State media said the de-
cree, which has the foree of

law, commutes all death sen-

tences to life imprisonment,
and any life sentences and
prison lerms in excess of 10
years {0 a maximum of 10
S i el el

er, anuary
1, was signed by ruling State
Law and Order Restoration
Council (SLORC) Chairman
General Than Shwe

A lgenﬂ'al amnesty had been
y cxpected before the
convention, which SLORC offi-

cials say is designed to intro-
duce a multi-party system.

The announcement of the
remissions did not indicate |

how many prisoners would '
htncﬂL
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" The King and I dead

NEW YORK: Constance Carpenter, a Broadway actress who
starred opposite Yul Brynner in "The King and 1,” has died.

She was 87, reports AP.

She died December 26 in Manhattan of a stroke, according

to a friend, Rudy Toronto.

A native ol Bath,
1924 as a dancer in "C
was cast as the

*she made her Broadway debut in
t's Revué.” Later in the 1920s, she
in "A Connecticut Yankee”.

During World War Il she toured Europe and Asia entertain-

ing US troop.

Carpenter became an understudy to Gertrude Lawrence in
the role of Anna in “The King and 1" which opened on

Broadway in 1951].

When Lawrence died in 1952, Richard

Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein Il named her to the lead
role, which she starred in for 621 performances,
She was married four times, including twice to songwriter

James Kennedy,

who wrote "Red Sails in the Sunset”™

Carpenter had no immediate survivors.

First ever nude

"The play
be an*_rthing but
The play,

is expec

scene in China

EELJ]HG China's Avant-Garde Theatre scene is lesting
new frontiers in the new year by
nude scene this week — at the China Children's Art Theatre,
the official China Daily said Saturday, reports Reuter.

: "Harbour of the Sun”
artistic circles because it contains the ﬁrst nude scene ever

staged in China,” the newspape
I wﬂimdnuhtbcwarm—-mnhnt—hulﬂwﬂl

staging the country's first

ted . . . t0 make waves in

r said.

ul,” it commented.
by the Central Experimental Modern

Drama Theatre, is about the awkwardness of human relation-

ships

and the rapid changes in society, the newspaper guoted

director Xiong Yuanwei as saying.
China's communist government has purltnnicn.l attitudes

about sex in literature and art.

. Pornography, which is defined very broadly, is one of the
six evils the communist party has vowed to eradicate from so-

clety.

But in recent months, as the country has experimented
with bolder economic reforms, intellectuals and artists have
tried to test the limits on their freedom of expression.

New year with 52,700

TOKYO: Japanese emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko
Saturday with 52,700 citizens

sharcd new year's greetin
who visited the imperial

1 am

, reports AFP.

that we could welcome a new year with all of

you," Akihito told a cheering crowd. "l thank you for visiting

here on such a rainy day.” he said as a

light rain fell.

- pray for the happiness of all the people and for worid
peace,” Akihito said. Other imperial family members includ-
ing crown Prince Naruhito also participated in the annual

ceremony.

Some 2,000 police were on patrol outside the palace

grounds while about 700 members of the imperial

hce

were guarding the inside, imperial household agency o .

said.

The palace, in the centre of Tokyo, is usually
public today. The grounds were

closed to the
for about six hours

during which the family appeared on the balcény seven limes.
Last year, more than 80,000 people visited the palace for the

ceremony.
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T‘Iu ancn- of Wales enjoys th- “tﬂ'l uf Ind:mn ("n-zr;lv

Beach on Friday

Catherine Soames swims.

Israel, Lebanon still

MARJ AL-ZOHOUR, Jan 2 ;
As 415 Palestinians deported
from Israel made do in a no
man's land between lsrael and
the two countries

over
the return of 10 of them Israel

retaliation for the slaying of six
Isracli troopers. Israel blames
the slayings on the Muslim
fundamentalist Hamas and
Islamic Jthad movements, and
says the deported men are
Muslim exiremists.

Rabin said his offer was
contingent upon a promisc by
lcuders of the Palestine
Liberation Organization and
Hamas to stop the uprising. or
Intefadeh, in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Sitrip."If
the heads of thed PLO and
Hamas say, We promise peace
and quiet, a stop to the
intefadeh’ . for nine months, |
would return them (the depor
tees),” Rabin said on army ra-
dio. :

Hanan Ashrawi, spokecs-

while vacationing
with her sons William (front) :nd

at an impasse over return of 10 deportees

woman for the Palestinlan
delegation to the Middle East
peace talks in Washinglon, said
the uprising would end when

israel withdraws f[from the
territories.

"When [sraecl has donc
something fllegal, #t cannol try

and find a way out through this
kind of bargaining,” she said.
Israel has said 10 of the
Palestinians were mistakenly
expelled and can return, but
they remained stuck between
the Israeli-occupied "securitly
zone” in south Lebanon and the
forward -mosi Lebanese army
checkpoint at Mar| Al-Zohour.

Israel has designated three
crossing points between
Lebanon and the “security

zone” that the 10 men could
usc lo return home. They all
involve passing through
Lebanese territory.

tsracl did neot include the
Zommaraya crossing on the
northeastern edge of the zone
— the crossing through which
the deportees originally were
expelled.

The Israeli army claimed
the three checkpoints were
“organisationally the best and
mosi easily accessible.”

Lebanon, which has refused
o become a dumping ground
for Palestinians cxpelled by
Israel, will not negotiate over
the deportees and has insisted
that Isracl take them back

through Zommaraya.

The men have been living in
a makeshift refugeec camp be-
tween Zommaraya lnd Marj al-
Zohour. They say they will quit
their tent only to return
to the West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

Sources in Beirut sald the
10 men could be taken by a
helicopter of the UN
peacckeeping force in south
Lebanon from the camp to a

UN policed area near any of
the three designated cro-

Aaings.
On Friday, as the stalemate

dragged on, the deportees
carrfed ¢ 2 with their daily
routine, making fires o heat
water and re lunch.
Deportee spokesman Gaza
physician Abdul-Aziz Rantisi

has said the 10 men had de-

cided to home, although
some risk prison terms in
lsrael.

Dr Omar Farawani said the
condition of fellow deportee
Zohair Lubbadi, 32, remained
critical. Farawani has said
Lubbadi, who is suffering from
kidney failure, could die if he

hlﬁlhblpﬂl.m
The rtees have been
living o ﬁ!nﬂhmhnd and

lnldlunl supplies after the
Lebanese army, secking to
force Isracl to take them back,
barred all humanitarian aid
from reaching them 10 days
Iy

Sympathetic Muslim vil-
lagers in Lebanon have smug-
gled some food to the men.

on Nmn in West lndlﬂ
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| Japan to amend

constitution

TOKYO, Jan 2: Japancsc
Foreign Minister Micho Wata-
nabe said today should
amend its post- War 1l
Constitution so it can play a
more active role im UN-

reports Reuter.
tions,

"The present law consti-
tutes and obstacle to the
Ja activitiea in Cam-
bji.:”c if the Constitution
hinders, it should be amen-
ded.” Watanabe told his
nuppol‘tﬂ'l
The US-imposed cons
tion bans settiing m
disputes by military forces.

Last Junc, after 20 monthy
of heated debate, Japan's par;

llament passed a

| operation law,



