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PERTH, Jan 1:
Czech tennis pair
Petr Korda and
Jana Novotna will
make an historic

first sporting
dppearance for the new Czech
ﬂgpuhhc in the 12-nation
Hopman Cup mixed teams
tournament starting tomorrow,
reports Reuter.

Both Korda and Novotna,
the second seeds, said they
wished to play under the new
flag of their country which
formally came into being on
January 1 with the split from
Slovakia.

“The pair reconfirmed their
Czech nationality and 4ndicated
they would play for the new

republic,” Cup chairman Paul
McNamee sai
Last year, the annual tour:

nament featured the world
sporting debut of a Common-
wealth of Independent States
(CIS) team with Andrei Cher-
kasov and Natalia Zvereva on
court.

Korda, last year's French
Open linalist, and Novotna, the
number one women's doubles
player, will face a tough chal-
lenge in the [ifth edition of the
Cup from German favourites
and top seeds Michael Stich
and Stefli Gral.

Graf, the world number
two, will use the Australian
700,000 dollar (US 480,000
dollar) event as preparation for
the year's [igst Grand Slam
tournament, the Australian
Open, later this month.

She will be trying to erase
the memory ol a disastirous
start to 1992 when, playing
with Boris Becker, she was
struck down by a virus in Perth
and was later forced to with-

draw [rom the Open.
Stich, teaming up with Gral

for the first time ln a mixed
doubles, arrives fresh from
winning the Grand Slam Cup
in Munich. He has proved him-
sell one of the world's best
doubles players, winning

Wimbledon last year with John
McEnroe.

......

PETR UR
The unique tournament also
features a South African team
for the first time following the
republic’'s emergence [rom
sporting isolation. The South
Africans will be represented by
top 20 player Wayne Ferreira
and Amanda Coetzer.
Switzerland, who won the
tournament last year, have
been weakened by the late
withdrawal of Jakob Hlasek,
whose 1992 partner Manuela
Maleeva-Fragniere will be
joined by Claudio Mezzadri,
world ranked 97th.
Under the competition

format, each tie [eatures one
women's singles one mon's

singles and one mixed doublcs.
The semifinals are on January
6 and 7, with the f[inal on

January 8.

. 3. Spain |

The South Africans will play
the first match of the tourna-
ment against Australian pair
Wally Masur, the country's
number one player, Andnicole
Provis.

The top four
Germany, the Cs

scods —
‘h Republie,

JANA NU
Sy and the Unitul SLACS —
gol i 11rsl ruund bye.
SEEDINGS:

1. Gtrmany ( Michael
Stich /Steffi Gralf)

2. Czech Republic
Korda/Jana Novotna)

Emilic San-
chez/Arantxa Sanchez
Vicario)

4. United States [(Malivai
Washington/Mary Joe
Fernandez)

5. France ([ Guy Forget/
Nathalie Tauziat)

6. Switzerland ( Claudio
Mezzadri/Manuela
Maleeva-Fragniere)

7. South Africa ( Wayne
Ferreira/ Amanda Coetzer)

8. Austria { Thomas Muster/
Judith Wiesner]

(Petr

‘Czechs, Slovaks go separate ways

BRATISLAVA, Jan 1: Czechs
and Slovaks will go their own
ways politically and econo-
mically on new year's day,
leaving the former Zechos-
lovakia's sporting structure in
a state of some confusion,
reporis Reuter.

A single Czechoslovak soc-
cer team will still continue
paying at least for a year in the
world qualifications and even
longer if the team qualifies for
the 1994 finals.

The position is similar in
ice: hockey where Czechos-
lovakia, one of the world's top
tcams, will play as a single
cntity until the 1993 World
Championships in Germany.

On the domestic scene,
however, arguments rumble
one. The emerging sports fed-
erations of the two new re-
publics have failed to agree on
a single territorial compctition
in vither soccer or ice hockey,

and decided, to the dismay of
[ans and experls; to organise
their own local competitions.

Both new republics will set
up new soccer First Divisions,
with most of the top teams,
such as Sparta Prague, Slavia
I'rague, Olomouc or Ostrava,
remaining in the¢ Czech repub-
lie.

Only a minority, ineluding
Slovan and Inter Bratislava,
will be involved in the new 12-
tcam Slovakian First Division.

"We will no longer be able
to watch matches of the greats
such as Sparta versus Slovan,
or Ostrava against Inter
Bratislava. It will be a loss for
us all,” said respected ris
writer Jamsav ﬁaP;i g

The situation in ice hockey
will be similar, with most to
leams remaining in the Czec
republic.

Imternationally, however,
the Czech republic has been
designated as the successor to
Czechoslovakia in thc World

Championships, on the basis
that the national team has had
more Czech that Slovak players
over the past five years.

Slovakia, on the other hand,
will have te start from the
bottom rung. playing for quali-
fication for the lowest™C Group
in October 1993.

Even given the quality of
Slovakia's ice hockey players,
this will not be quite as easy as
it seems. The qualification
group will also include new
countries from the former
Soviet Unfon in the form of
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and
the Ukraine. All, at one time,
contributed players lo
Soviet national squad.

The ‘cdse of "bAsketBall
neatly sums up the difficulties
created. The Czech men's
team and the Slovak women's
team have been nominated as
the "successor”™ teams, relegat-
ing the Czech women and
Slovak men to Jowly qualifica-

tion dng fights.

CINCINNATI, Jan
1: Carl Pickens
will be upset if he
has another sca-
son like the one
that earmned him
Press Offensive

Assoclated
Rookie-of-the-Year honours,
reports AP.

Except for two moments —

a 95-yard punt return and a
clutch 22-yard touchdown
catch — the Cincinnati Bengals
receiver had an unremarkable.
‘first year.

"Basically, there's only been
two big plays, the punt return
and the catch,” Pickens said.
“That's basically the only thing
that I've done.”

It was good enough to let
him edge New Orleans’ Vaughn
Dunbar by two votes for the of-

Two very precious moments

won three gamcs, so | didn't
come in expecting to win the
conference or even go lo the
layolls.”

1 didn't really set any goals

. because | didn't know how

much playing time | was going
to get. 1 didn't even know |
was going to be returning
punts. These things happened
unexpectedly, so I've just had
to go with the flow.”

The expectations begin
next year. The Bengals (5-11)
will be well into their rebuild-
ing, and Pickens will become
cither a big part of the offense
or a bust

“I'm going to set my goals:
make a certain amounts of
catches and touchdowns and
try to be one of the top five or
six in differcnt calegories,

The Bengals expect the

sauTc.

"We think he has a very
bright future as he continues
to learn the offense and the
defences,” coach Dave Shula
said. "He has shown the nbﬂlty
to make spectacular plays. |
believe he’ lre st get better.”

Week-in and week-out,
Pickens wasn't that noticeable.
He had just 26 receptions for a
12.5-yard average and the one
touchdown, and averaged 12.7
yards on punt returns.

But he had two stunning
moments in his rookie ycar.

The first was Sept 20 in a
24-23 loss at Green Bay. He
made the mistake of fielding a
punt on his own 5-yard line,
but turned it into a highlight-

the |

Graf, Stich tipped

to win Hopman Cup

PERTH, Jan : German su-
pcrstars Steffi Graf and
Michael Stich are strong
favourites to win the 482,000
US dollar Hopman Cup mixed
teams tennis event starting
here tomorrow, reports AFP.

Graf, the reigning Wimb-
ledon men's singles crown in
1991, will not be in action in
the 12-nation contest at the
Hursowood Superdome until
Tuesday.

They clash with the lner
of Sunday's meeting between
Austria, represented by
Thomas Muster and Judith
Wiesner, and Andrei Medvedev
and Natalia Medvedeva of the
Ukraine.

Graf was partnered by Boris
Becker in last year's Hopman
Cup, but a viral ailment re-
moved the sting from her
vame. The tournament, seen as
i useful warm-up for the
Auslralian Open event later in
the month, starts Saturday
morning with a clash between
South Africa and Australia.

Australia's Wally Masure
and Nicole Provis seem to face
a tough job against rising stars

Wayne Ferreira and Amanda |

Coetzer. J

Other teams in the tour-
nament are: Czech Republic
(Petr Korda, Jana Novotna),
France (Guy Foreget, Nathalie
Tauziat), Israel (Amos
Mansdorf, Anna Smashnoval,
Japan (Yasafumi Yamamoto,
Kimiko Date), Spain (Emilio
Sanchez, Arantxa Sanchcz),
Switzerland (Claudio Mezzardi,
Manuela Maleeva-Fragnierc],
United States [Malivai Was-
hington, Mary Joe Fernandez].

Bonner gives his

a win to remember

EL PASO, Texas, Jan 1:
Record -setting flanker Melvin
Bonner caught two touchdown
passes and Baylor beat No. 22
Arizona at their own defensive
game Thursday, presenting
coach Grant Tealfl with a ca-
reer-ending 20-15 victory in
the Hancock Bowl, reports Al

Tealf, doused with ice and
lauded at midfield by the jubi-
lant Bears, is leaving the side-
lines to become the school's
athletic director. He ended a
2]1-year coaching career in
Waco with a record of 128-
105-6.

The 6-foot-3 Bonner, who
finished with a Hancock-
record 166 yards on 5 recep-
tions, wrecked and Arizona
defense that was No. 2 in the

nation this season while
up an average of jast 9’
game.

Bonner caught a 61-yard
SCO pass off a halfback op-
tion throw from reservq
Brandell Jackson and shook
loose on the sideline for a 69-
yard TD run.

Arizona got a 7-yard scoring
run from quarterback George
Malauulu and field goals of 22
and 20 yards by Steve
McLaughlin.

Bonner burned corner back
Keshon Johnson on both of his
scoring plays. A beaten
Johnson fell down at the
Arizona 40 on the Jackson-to-
Bonner connection with 4:50
left in the half. With 14:10 left
in the game, Johnson was un-
able to wrap up Bonner on the
sidelines, allowing him to
streak untouched into the end
zone to put the Bears in. front

for good 14-13.

Bonner also bailed out the
Bears alter Baylor (7-5)
slop an Arizona [6-5-1)
drive at the goal line early in
the fourth quarter. With the
nose of the football touching
the | line and Baylor facing
a third-and-10 situation,

Sport
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Barkley fires up Phoenix Suns

PHOENIX, Jan O1l: Charles

Barkley has a new zest for the .

game, Kevin Johnson is
healthy again, and the Phoenix
Suns are close to becoming the
team Barkley envisioned when
he asked to be traded to a
contender, reports AP,

"The biggest difference, |
think, is that this team is a lot
hungrier than any of the ones |
was with in Philly,” Barkley
said after the Suns scored 78
second-half points Wednesday
night in a 133-110 win over
Houston.

"I got to the sixers after
they had done it all,” Barkley
added. "There just wasn't
much else to accomplish. But
this team hasn't won it, and we
want it real bad."

An NBA title is nearly the
only honour which has eluded
Barkley, a six-time All-Star and
the top scorer for the Dream
Team at the Barcelona
Olympics.

After Phoenix acquired him,
Barkley said he neo longer
cared about personal goals.

So far, however, he's ahead
of his career averages at 25.9
points, 13.4 rebounds and 4.8
assists a game, and the Suns
121 4) have won 14 in a row,

The streak lasted all of
December and tied Phoenix
with the 1971 Los Angeles
Lakers for the third-best
monthly record ever. The
Lakers were 14-0 in November
1971 and went 16-0 the next
month.

Baston's 15-0 in December
1959 s the second best
record for a month.

Perhaps more to the point,

the talent surrounding the best

player in Phoenix history is so
good that the Suns are gener-
ating more offense. in less
time, a sort of nuclear reaction
in hoops.

Barkley played only 35 min-
utes, Johnson 36 and Majerle
40.

"When | get doubled and
can pass to a guy who's making

his shot ... that makes the
double-team hesitate a bit. It

makes my life a whole lot

easter,” Barkley said.
"l think my job is going to
be a lot easier it has been

the last four years,”
Johnson, whose late-season in

juries have been blamed- for
the team's early playoff exits. "]

won't have to play 40 minutcs,
1 won't have to bring the ball

up the court every time, and |

said

won't have to be involved in
every play.”

It was a convincing perfor-
mance to the Rockets.

"He's a totally different
ballplayer,” said _llakeem
Olajuwon, who came into the
NBA in 1934 the same year as
33 'l AIT)
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CBARKLEY .

new arena, fantastic team-
mates. He has all a guy could
want. There's all this new en-
ergy. They're looking al a
championship if they do it
right.”

Johnson has played in just
seven games this year and
scemed to be in form for the
f[irst time. He hit 10 of 13
shots and also had 10 assists,

"He's a deadly weapon we
try to take advantage of,” said
Barkley, who in late June
named Johnson as the key tp
exploiting his ability.

[t didn't work that way at
first, coach Paul Westphal put
Barkley, and Johnson on op-
posing teams during training
camp, and Johnson's injury
problems began during the
preseason.

Houston <¢oach Rudy
Tomjanovich said he thought
fast breaking, smaller teams
may be the wave of the luture,
and nobody does it as well as
Phoenix, he said.

"You've got to make them
play a five-on-five game so the
advantage is to your height,
because if they get into the
transition game, the big bodie.
Hare always going 10 bt a step
behind.” Tomjanovich said

Yeovil may become an Arsenal nightmare

LONDON, Jan 1I:
Arsenal could
hardly have been
landed with a
more awkward FA
Cup third- round
lic as they try to revive their
ailing season than Saturday's
trip to giant- killing specialists
Yeovil, reports AFP.

The Somerset minnows
hold the non- league record
for the most Cup wins against
league opposition and arsenal
look prime material to become
victim number 17 after their
recent dismal run.

Monday's 1-0 Premier
League lpss at Aston Villa was
their fifth defeat in seven
games and forced gunners
manager George Graham to
read the riet act to his sufler-
ing sq uad.

l left the players in no
doubt about how I felt,” fumed
the Scot. "It is my job to re-
mind them very quickly about
the standards that 1 expect. |
have to make sure that the
players who go out for Arsenal
have the necessary self-desire.”

Graham will have England
defenders Tony Adams and Lee
Dixon back for the Yeovil trip,
but the Arsenal boss knows his
side still face a tough test to
avoid what would be the most
cmbarrassing defeat in the
chub's history.

"We are under no illusions,”
he said. "This is the real David
and Goliath scenario; and ev-
eryone wants David to win.

"What I'm hoping is that the
FA Ciip may provide us with a
dll'ﬂ*u nt environment in
which we can thrive. At the
momcent we are in a low, bul
we can get out of it.”

Arsenal's north London
ncighbours, Tottenham
Hotspur, also take on non-
league opposition in Marlow,

British sprinter
gets 4-year ban
for steroid use

LONDON. Jan 1 [British
track officials Wednesday
banned sprinter Jason

Livingston for four years alter
he was found guilty ol taking
steroids, reports AP,

The 21-year-old runner was
seni home from the Barcclona
Olympics in August aftcr he
had been caught in a random,

outl-ol-competition test.

but their task has been eased
with the switch Hart Lane.
Even Marlow manager Dave

Russell admits: "In my heart of

hearts I can't see us winning.”

Unusually not one of his
players has any league experi-
ence and they currently lie
near the foot of the Diadora
Premier Division, well
the non-league hierarchy from
Yeovil, who are in the Vauxhall
Conference.

"We're seen as the carrot-
crunchers from the river,”
assistant manager
Craker. "Unfashionable — the
Wimbledon of non-league soc-
cer, if you like. _

*“If we were to win, it would
be the biggest upset in the
history of the Cup bar none.

Think about it. Really you're
talking about what is no more

than a village side taking on
one of the biggest clubs in

Europe.”

Nevertheless, they are the

only club to have played in ev-
ery edition of the FA Cup —

they reached the semi-finals in
1882 — and even chipped into

help buy the original trophy.

Bristol Rovers Boss Malcolm
Allison 1s considerably more
upbeat about his side's chances

of upsetting high-flying Villa.

"I've already said we'll win,”

said the 65- year-old, who
guided Manchester City to FA
Cup success in 1969.
"Experience tells me that.”
Form shows

game to sink back into the

First Division relegation strug-
gle, while Villa are third in the
Premier League and expect to
welcome back 13-goal leading
scorer Dalian Atkinson on

Saturday after a two-match ab-
sence with a stomach injury.

Two other Premier League
to have their top
marksmen back after injury to
help ward off the possibility of
surprise home defeats by

clubs ho

Second Division opposition.
England striker
Shearer faces a late test on a

damaged right knee before
with
Brian

Blackburn's tie
Bournemouth, while
Deane is expected to be given
the all-clear to play in
Sheffield United’'s

carried off with concussion
against Manchester City five
days ago

MEHI.IWh”t‘

down

says
Laurie

otherwise.
Rovers have lost their last two

Alan

game
against Burnley after being

Bulgarian

striker Nontcho Guentchev

will play for Ipswich against

Second Division Plymouth de-
spite having six stitches in-
serted in a shin wound during
the 2-1 win over Blackburn on
Monday.

In-form Crystal Palace are
not so fortunate, however.
Midfielder Gareth Southgate
misses the trip to Second
Division Hartlepool aflter
breaking a bone in his right
foot. He faces four weeks out of
action.

That is a blow for Palace, as
Southgate has been one of the
young players who have in-
spired the London club to a-
six match winning run.

Hartlepool manager Alan
Murray, who has steered,Pool
from bottom of the football
league to fourth in division two
in less than three seasons, be-
lieves Palace could be in for a
shock.

"They were here in the
League Cup last scason when
we drew 1-1," said Murray.
"We were hammered in the
second leg, but Palace know
they will get a game

"I know they're the form
team at present, but this is one
of those matches top teams
dread. It's a small ground and
the crowd is limited 'to less
than 7.000. I'm sure Palacc
would rather be at home.”

The same could be said for
Sheflield Wednesday, who visil
First Division Cambridge
United, where they wert
hammered 4-0 in the [ifth
round of the Cup two years ago.

However, Wednesday man-
ager Trevor Francis insisted:
“This match offers us the
chance to atone for the disap-
pointment that we suffered in
one of our poorest FA Cup
performances in my lime
here.”

A First Division side with a
better chance of beating
Premier opposition arc high-
riding Tranmere, who travel to
relegation threatened Oldham.

Tranmere manager John
King said: "Not many sides are
going to go to Oldham and get
a result. But this is the FA Cup
dnd anything can happen.
We've got to go out and give it
our best shot.”

Leeds should see of
Charlton at Elland Road sinee
the FA Cup offers the champi-
ons their only chance of glory
after a dreadful lecague cam-

. sports eventl

paign.

Although lLeeds have man-
aged only one goal in the last
three games, Charlton have
also gone off the boil after a
superb start to the season.

They can boast only three
wins in the last 20 league and
Cup games, and Chariton
player- coach Steve Gritt ad-
mitted: "It will be a difficult
trip for us.’

Not bad for a start

BANGKOK, Jan 1: Nearly
100 foreign runners will com-
pete in this weekend's Hanot
Marathon, the f{irst major
held in the
Vietnamese capital, the official
Vietnam News Agency re-
ported Friday, reports AP

About 200 Vietnamese from
all over the country will join
runners from Britain, Russia,
Australia, Hong Kong. Thai-
land, Japan, the United States,
Canada and other countries,
said the repert, monitored in
Bangkok. World-class mara-
thoners are competing. it said

Also taking part are 15 for-
_eign diplomais posted in Hanoi
and 11 members of the UN
peacekeeping operation in

“ Canfpeting in"the 10-kilo-
meter (6 mile) whecichair
race is Graham Edwards,
Western Australia's Minister
for Sports and Recreation. who
lost both legs to a land minc
in the Vietnam War, the report
said.

The competition is mainly
funded by the San Miguel
Corp., a Philippine brewery

“This is the first time that
we have organised such a ma-
jor sport event in our capital’
said Hoang Vinh Giang, direc-
tor of the Hanoi  Sports
Department. "The government
of Vietnam views this event as
an oppeortunity to create an
atmosphere of international
good will through sports.”

The event marks another
step in Communist-ruled
Vietnam's attempt to break the
international isolation that fol-
lowed its late 1978 invasion of
Cambodia.

The country's first major
marathon was run in the major
southern city of Ho Chi Minh
in February 1992. A British
lawyer living in Hong Kong,
Tim Sauter, won the race.in 2
hours, 43 minutes, 26 »c¢
onds.
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