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Inside Today

rticle

The Decline in Con-
sensus, an Increase
in In-fighting Mar-
red Politics in 1992

PLO chief Yasser Arafat
and UN Secretary -
General Boutros-Ghali
" smile for the photogra-
phers prior to their
meeting in Geneva

Y'slav leaders have
warned that western
military intervention

in Bosnia will lead

all-out war

Page 5
Business

Child labour in garment
sector : BGMEA, AAFLI
to solve problems in
constructive way
Page 6

Special
Supplement

1992 : A Year in
1 Retrospect
Looking Ahead to 1993,
With Hopes and Fears
by S M Ali
Pages 8,9,10, 11

Metropolitan

Lest We Forget

Zulfagar Ali : An emin-
ent educationist, writer
Page 3

Our regular feature Dhaka
Day by Day has been held over
for today due to unavoidable
circumstances. It will, how-

ever, appear tomorrow. The P
inconvenience is tled.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Clarke calls on
Khaleda Zia

The visiting British Home
Minister Kenneth Clarke ca-
lled on Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia at her office
yesterday. During the meeting
the British Minfster apprised
the Prime Minister of the
bilateral talks he had with his

counterpart Abdul
Matin Chowdhury, other
ministers and high officials,

- Feports BSS.

Hasina's tour
programme

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina will go to Brah-
_{:"barla, thiganj Moulvi-
and Sunamganj on a two-

day organisational tour on
January 7 and B. She will add-
ress public in Brah-

manbaria, Habiganj, Srimangal
and Moulvibazar on January 7

=i o = — e m————

POUSH 18, 1399 BS,

e T — .

DHAKA FRIDAY JANUARY 1 1993

N LW N AT e O —— e g — s e ———

Writ to stop namiaz in Ayodhya dismissed

Curfew clamped as police,

NEW DELHI, Dec
Authorities clamped an lndl:ﬂ
nite curfew on a north IndiAn
town today after Muslims
marching to offer rs at
the site of a demolished
mosque clashed with police,
domestic news agencics rec-
ported, says Reuter,

They said a group of Muslim
youths turned violent after
they were beaten back by
mounted police in Faizabad
town, some scven km (four
miles) from the disputed site
in Ayodhya, centre of vicious

Hindu-Muslim riots ecarlier
this month.

The Press Trust of India
(PT1) said ncarly 1,000 Muslim
devotees who gathered at a
mesque in town courted arrest
after they were barred from
marching to

The United Hm of India /

(UNI) said police fired tear gas
shells to disperse the crowd of
about 2,000 Muslims and
added that several dl: were
‘lnjurcd It did not give details.
The Ayodhya site, where
militant Hindus pulled down
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an lnr:it:nt
December 6, g a wave
of utllriln nee  across
India, 'i1s sacred to both Hindus
and Muslims. Some 1,200
people died in the religious
rois.

PTI from Lucknow says, the
Naib Imam of Delhi Jame
Masjid Syed Ahmed Bukhari
left here for Ayodhya to offer
Namaz at the disputed site.

He told PTI shortly before
his departure that t his
entry in Ayodhya has been
banned, he would go ahead

mutqun on

Muslim marchers clash

with his scheduled programme
and defy the prohibitery
orders.

of namaz is a fun-
damental right of a Muslim,’
Bukhart said adding that ‘it
was strange that the other
community has been allowed
darshan at the site while mi-
norities were being prm-rm:d

from namaz .’
‘If offering of namaz is {lle-
gal, then the demolition of the
and darshan is also il-
legal,” he said.
Sce Page 12 Col 6

B

o e = o — o

to

L-et tha m:h as bn‘htn its turrnndmg. permﬂ, ﬂarm:ghnut the | year-- 1993 — Star phut.o

Cost of hvmg up
by 14.6 pc

By Staff Correspondent

Prices of essentials during
the 1992 increased 6.29 per
cent in Dhaka city, according
to a Consumers Association of
Bangladesh (CAB) report.

In the same period, the
cost of living increased by
14.60 per cent. The CAB re-
port also said that the prices of
essentials had increased 7.58
pereent in 1991.

In 1992, costs of {ish, cloth,
house rent and water had in-
creased the highest.

Fish prices increased 16.15
per cent, cloth 14.53 per cent,
house rent 13.43 per cent and
water 14.86 per cent

UNB adds: The CAB report

wis based on a comparative
Sstudy of prices of essential

" commodities on December 31

and the corresponding day in
1991.

The price of powdered milk
also rose sharply over 15 per
cent though the cow milk rate
remained comparatively static,

Price of different kinds of
pulses like lentil, gram, mug,
and kheshari increased by
12.27 per cent.

Price of industrial and im-
perted goods made steady
rises. Prices of agricultural
commodities like rice, veg-
etable and spices, however,

showed a downward trend.

Licence for VCP
introduced, VCR,
TV fees raised

The annual licence fee for
television and VCR used at
residential premises and the
commercial ii::r:m':e fees for
the same jtems have been
raised with ¢flect from January
1, 1993, reports BSS.

At the same time licence
fee has also been introduced
for Video Cassette Player and
satellite television receiver
sets with effect from the same
date.

The annual licence fee for
black and white television has
now been refixed at Taka 200,
Taka 400 for colour television
and Taka 750 for VCR.

The annual licence fee for
Video Cassette Player has been
fixed at Taka 500, whije the
annual fee for single connec-
tion of satellite television re-

Sce Page 12 Col 3

Malaysia's new visa
rules effective

from today

By Staff Correspondent
The new visa regulations for

i ter Malaysia
angmhr:;?mm.

Under the new rules,
ladesh citizens will have
visas in advance and

need Malaysian sponsors for
the purpose. The Malaysian
High Commission in Dhaka will

issue visa after from
the autherities in Kuala
The Malaysian High

Commission sources,
informed that some mﬁiﬂh
in the mew regulations
ve been made to facilitate
visit of Bangladesh diplomats
and government officials.
According to modified
rules, the High Cnmlﬂn

m‘T“'

i | will issue visa to

of the nuthﬂﬂﬂu
Lunqmr Others, holding

M hwn::r
m after neces- l
wr}'*- . me
' |
The new visa of
Malaysia for' the citizens of |
. | Bangladesh, India, Pakistan

and Shri Lanka came into ef-
fect since Decemmber 16, but

remained relaxed until yester-

day, during which Bangladesh |
issued :

citizens were

arrival in Malaysia.

Hasina greets
people

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina
greeted the people from all
walks of life on the occasion of

happy new year, reports UNB.

visas on

" In a message on the new.

year's eve, she wished that
1993 would bring unimpea-

chable peace, progress and ,

wellbeing to all, ending un-
happiness, conflict and con-
[rontation.

The Awami League Pre-
sident said commencement of

a new year is the occasion of
taking a renewed vow for
saving the pation from the

| hands of evil forces.

i the

Political
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Britain to help combat
drug trafficking

By Staff Correspondent

Britain is ready

Bangladesh ﬂ'lhlnu' fts capa- |
bility to combat drug traffick- mhlm:m.
ing, visiting British Home the recemt brought in

Minister, Kenneth Clark said

yesterday.

Ex serious concern
over the rise in interna-
tional drug trafficking, he said
that the issue came up during
meeting with his
Bangladesh counterpart Abdul
Matin Choudhury and that they
had discussed the ways the

two governments coop-
cerate to deal with ft.

Clarke also said that his

{ country would continue to ex-

tend asylum to those facing

to help - pnlmmluld religious persecu.

”thlimmn
litical uylum That rem-;:
sacrosanct.”

He said that in the last few
years there had been a sudden
increase in the number of

ﬂCompu]sor.; free p_r;_
edn from today

Compulsory free primary
education will be introduced in
all schools throughout the

country from today, reports
BSS.

This was decided at a high
level
day with Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia in the
chair.

The meeting reviewed the
progress of compulsory pri-
mary education and expressed
satisfaction over the perfor-
mance during the current year.

Expressing satisfaction over
the progress of compulsory
primary education
during 1992 the Prime

Minister called for turning it
into a social movement.

The meeting was told that
mass awareness had been cre-
ated at various levels including
diatrict, thanawwwends . ...

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman, Education Minister

in Dhaka yester-

Minister Zahir Uddin Khan,
State Minister for Education

Principal Yunus Khan,
Principal Seccre to the
Prime Minister K Mblnl

and additional Secretary |

dﬂrﬂul'?rhuqlrdﬂtu
Education Division were pre-
sent.

The compulsory frec pri-
mary education was introdyced
in 68 thanas in 64 districts on

January 1, 1992, .

The meeti was told
quoting a UNICEF survey re-
port that the in
30 per cent school: was
100 per cent s as all

the children of school going
age were attending schools. It

" was further informed that the

performance in the

areas was 91 per cent success-
ful.

The miesting #lsa mhnd'

“satisfaction over the perfor-
mance of mass littmcy pro-

Jamir Uddin Sircar, Planning gramme.

Communal harmony

procession today

By Staff Correspondent

The All-Party Communal
Harmony Committee will or-
ganise a procession in the ci
today (Friday) in a move to ng
store communal harmony
disturbed due to demolition of
Babri Mosque in India.

The procession is sched-
uled to start from the
Bangabandhu Avenue at 4 pm
which would parade major
streets of the city, a commit-
tee press release said.

The committee also urged
to form its wings upto the
union level and to hold rallies
and processions on January 3,
1993. The committee would
hold a rally at the hu
Avenue on that day, the press
release said.

Banks now have substantial liquidity: Saifur

The commercial banks are
expected to step up their
lending programmes to acti-
vate the country's economy,
Finance Minister Saifur Rah-
man has said, rts UNB.

"The banks have now got
substantial lquidity ... there
should not be any problem in
prandinf lending,” he told a
group senior journalists
during an informal exchange of
views on Wednesday.

‘He said as part of their ef-
forts to lending opera-
tion, some banks have already
rcduced interest rates to en-
courage commercial borrow-
ers.

Rahman said the Sonali and

Janata banks have already an-

nounced cut in their lending
rates while other banks are
expected to follow them.

The Finance Minister said
banks have been asked toc pro-
vide liquidity support to the
agriculture sector. "We are en-
couraging the agro-sector.” He
sald free import of fertilizers,
pesticides and seeds will be al-
lowed in the private sector.

He said banks have been
asked to "be creative and pro-
molional” in their approach
and competitive in their oper-
ation,

On the investment situa-
tion, Saifur Rahman said in re-
cent months more than
Tk.500 crores had either been
invested or in the process of

investment in the industrial
scetor. Nearly 55 per cent of it
was going for rehabilitating the
closed or sick industries.

"l am hopeful of a good pri-
vate investment in the coming
months,” Rahman said opti-
mistically, adding that envi-
ronment for investment was
important.

He underlined the need for
“co-operational politics instead
of confrontational politics" to
bolster private investment. He
also stressed the need for good
labour-management relations:
and a quiet labour front for
promoting investment.

Rahman said it was not fair
to blame the Finance Ministry
for any setback in the economy

whose over-all improvement is

dependent on a number of .

other ministries.

Rahman said there has been
"substantial {mprovement” in
the power sector which was in
bad shapes as a result of sys-
tem loss and other problems.

He said despite the World
Bank restrictions on credit for
the power sector, some devel-
opment programmes in the

sector will go ahead with the

help of internal resources to
the tune of Tk.300 crore,
Replying to a question,
Rahman said tied conditionali-
ties imposed by the donors
sometimes hampered pro-
curement of materials and
implementation of projects.

BCL activist
shot dead

at Rauzan
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 31: One
person was killed and five
others injured in a gunbattle
today between the activists of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) and National Democratic
Party (NDP) at Rauzan, 25
miles off the city.

Emdadul Huq, 20, a BCL
activist, received bullét injury
during the eight-hour fight at
Fakirtila Bazar of Yasin

village in the moming. He suc-

cumbed to Injury on way to

hospital. - %
The fight ensued following

previous rivalry between the

gz_'oupa.

Crlmnl and violences in the
capital as well as all over the
country increased alarmingly
in the year — 1992,

spite the existing law, felt the
necessity to introduce a spe-
cial law to curb crimes and vio-
lences.

According to statistics ml-
lected from news
ports, a total of T-

| were killed in dlﬂ':rnmt t:rl.'ln:
irlr:ldmt- of which 119 were

| 1992, which began

murdered in the capital in
a dou-

Even the government, de-

ble murder at a former minis-
ter's house on January 1.

Qf the others, 384 people
fell victim to reckless driving
in the Dhaka metropolitan area
which is covered tinder 14 po-
lice stations.

- A total of 127 pcople were
found mysteriously dead dur-
la.-lit 12 months in the city.
the 127 victims B8 report-
dly committed suicide,

Besides a other erime inci-
dents, extortions and mug-
gings recorded a sharp In-
crease. Of the total murders,

~ tortionists. Some of the peoliti-

By FParid Ahmed

many werc committed by
muggers and extortionists.

Ta curb such crime inci-
dents, the government intro-
duced the Anti-terrorism Act
on September 14, 1992,

Police also conducted spe-
cial drives all over the country
to check crime incidents.
However, observers noted that
all these measures for control-
ling crime incidents had failed
o & extent.

Even the VIPs werc not
spared by the muggers ‘and ex-

Jo

cal leaders, MPs and-their
wives [ell victims tor muggings
and exlortions. ~

cers were also
on duty to nab
nts. In several Inci-
“ police officers were
of their cash, belong-
even their rife, pistols,
unition and motorbikes in
capita. :

Miscreants, on several oc-
sions, attacked police, left
and snatched ac-

persons from police cus-

Crlme and violence increased alarmlngly in '92

= .0On December 21, hundreds

of people laid sfege to Mirpur
police station and forced po-
lice to release 14 persons ar-

rested on the previous t in

a special unf in mnzlh;:ﬂnn

with various charges.
Observers and ex

thought that unless the

istration was impartial

forcisig

ertl

tnl:n-
ﬂm:ﬂ:un'hncm

" incidents could net be brought

under eontrol.
in a daring attempt,

Workers Party leader Rashed
See Page 12 Col 4

|

The new programmes were
chalked out at a meeting of the
committee at Awami League
Central Office which was al-
tended by Abdus Samad Azad,
Abdul Mannan, Mohiuddin
Ahmed, Sajeda Chowdhury,
Zillur Rahman, Amir Hossain
Amu, Abdur Razzak, Tofael
Ahmed, Mohammad Selim,
Nurul Islam Nahid, Khalequ-
Zzaman B Bimal Biswas,
Alhaj Abdus Samad, Moham-
mad Afzal, Moinuddin Khan
Badal and K M Jahangir.

Meanwhile, the Five-Party
Alliance has postponed its
programme of Demand Day to-
day (Friday) in view of the
communal harmony ssion

See Page 12 Col 8 &

10,

Religion-based politics
ALLP-ﬁ discusses
bill seeking:

ban tomorrow

By Nazmul Ashraf

The Awami League has ini-
tiated a joint move of all oppo-

sition partles excluding the
Jamaat -e-Islamt for the intro-
duction of separate bills in the

next session of nt o
ban fundamentalist politics in
the country, competent

sources said.
The AL has already drafted
its bill seeking ban on three
fundamentalist parties —
Jamaat-e-Islami, Freedom Par-
ty and the Hindu
sources said adding that the
draft bill would be placed for .
discussion at tomerrow's
meeting of the AL Parliamen- |
tary Party (ALPP).
The AL has meantime
started talks on the
bill with its allies in
— the Commuriist Party of
ﬂimghdﬂh (CPB), Canotantri
Party. Jatlys Samajtantrik pa.l
See Page 12 Col 8

Repatriation may
start Jan 5,
says SPGRC

By Staff Correspondent

Stranded Pakistanis General
Repatriation Committee |
SPGRC)] chief patron Nasim
Khan has deferred his earlfer
programme of self-
in* 'a spirit of goodwill and
mutual confidence,’ says a
SPGRC press release.

Lord Ennals, Chairman of
Stranded Pakistanis Resettle-
ment Project, London and S H |

Shareef, Secretary General of |
Pakistan Citizens' National |
Committee for gl'

Stranded Pakistanis have been
assured by Anwar Kamal, High

Commissioner for Pakistan tn-—

Bangladesh, that under the
Resettlement Programme re

patriation of the first bl-.tth nf
3000 Pakistanis would pro--
bably take place on January 5
or 6 but not later than January

1993, the press release
added. .
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