A Step Backwards

. HILE rallies ol madr-
assah boys have ralsed
the tenor of protest at

the vandalisation of Babri

Mas
seems to hang over similar

eruptions in Bangladesh. The
organised manner In which

temples were assaulted within
hours of the news f[rom

Ayodhya would scem to suggest

that it was not an act of fervent
god
ing acts of violence since 6
December have represented a
planned vindictiveness which
are certainly not in

with the Islamic advice o
"lukum din a kum."

jid. a curtain of silence

men. The continu-

By Hameeda Hossain

following day on 50 housecholds
of poor labourers, carpenters,
rickshawpullers, fronsmiths be
with picty. How
ol us can believe that
this reflected a spontancous
shock reaction to what hap-
pened at Babri? If it was so
spontancous, how is it that
protection monecy is being ex-
tracted from Hindu families in
some neighbourhoods, even 20
days after Babri? Is it more
likely a deviously planned op-
eration to spread terror and to

assert the rule of lawlessness? .

Women have to face and
added threat of physical as-

sault, of sexual attack, of kid-

continuum of viclence in the
recent t. Only a few weeks
m:.d ¢ buming of the
fa Mosque with a
of the Holy Quran was an
example. This catalogue
of lawlessness starts from the
systematic attacks in the uni-
versities of Chittagong and
Rajshahi, the recent incident
in Keraniganf, threats against
freedom of speech.

We need to take serious
note of this moment ol crisis
in South Asfa. for as it threat-
ens to engulf the very basis of a
democratic, secular order, ft
will undermine the struggle
for gender equity, for peace

Women have to face an added threat of physical assault, of sexual attack, of
kidnapping. Such fears have induced a very different reaction_from women in
the threatened community. Whereas at times of natural disasters, women are
known to stay in their homes till the last moment in order to preserve what
they can, during moments of such sectarian, man made disasters, the first

rumblings send women to seek the shelter

An anatomy of recent events
reveals the special dangers
faced by women and the over-
whelming insecurity they have
to lve with, only because of
their assumed religious alfilia-
tion. the demolition of fisher-
men's huts in Bhola,
Mirasarai, Moheskhali, or simi-
lar settlements of occupational
castcs have overnight made
entirc familics homeless, Can
such acts of vandalism be at-
‘ributed to genuine religious
sentiment?

How can honestly the
vvnom of those who on 7
December attacked an old
Wi dlc a' Shonir Akhra, only a
few milcs away from Demra or
their subsequent attacks the

Busily making ‘Pithas’, one of the delicacies of winter.
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napping. Such [ears have in-
duced a very different reaction
from women in the threatened
community, Whercas at times
of natural disasters, women are
known to stay in their homes
till the last moment {n order
to prescrve what they can,
during moments of such sec-
tarfan, man made disasters,
the first rumblings send
women to seek the shelter of

anonymity.

The dogmatic ambition
which drives sectarian forces
today threatens to take socfety
back into modicval violence, to
divicic 11 ainong lines of danger-
ous rcligious intolerance. Babri
Masfid has been a pretext in a

A Different Angle
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— Photograph by Salma Siddique

This column will give you-a chance from time to time, to see
photographs taken by young women photographers of the

country. -

of anonymity.

and development. Women are

in the vanguard of a progres-
sive struggle for structural so-
cial change; this is only possi-

ble in a civil society. refore
we can no longer be satisfied
merely with deflining a slice of
the development cake. We
have to recognise the dangers
inherent in the portent of
sectarian violence, in the ruth-
less assertion by organised
street mobs. Because women
represent the voice of reason
and tolerance we must speak
out against the divisiveness be-
ing created in our society.
Indeed il women are to move

forward, they cannot allow re-
liglous chauvinism to shackle
their feet.

R
7 =\
To all the readers

and contributors of
this page — wish a
happy New Year,

— The Editor
hkszcup,-l:fl on the Move
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'Equal Pay for Equal Labour

" HE government will
soon sct-up a National
Council for women, in
order to deal with the present
or problems”, said Sarwari
Rahman, the State Minister for
Social Welfare and Women's
Affairs Minist During an
exclusive interfview with The
Daily Star’, this 565 year old
politiclan did not mince
words or brush ofl the critical
issucs now [acing Bangladeshi
women. In her oflice at the
Sccretlariat, she calml
discussed the problems nm]Y
put their 'not-so-casy’ solutions
on a platter. Her appropriate
choice of words, spoke of her
convent cducation — both In
India and Bangladesh. She
said, "halfl of our population is
women. And this hall cannot
be left out {f we truly want
development of the country.
To put it more clearly 85 per
cent of the women live in
villages. So to educate and
mobilise them is the prime
concern. And we have to break
the barrier of gender bias.”
Economic inequality is
possibly the most significant
“factor that, in turm, leads to
social inequality. Lack of op-
portunities for women to enter
into various types of employ-
ment, equally with men, re-
stricts them to be significant
contributors to the [amily in-
come and national progress.
This puts limitations on the
full use of women's potentiali-
tiecs. Women are not given
proper training in all branches
of technology and equal op-
portunity in all kinds of non-
jraditional employment. In
many jobs they are not even

patd equally. Although the laws
scck to establish the principle
of equal righ
employment, iack ol proper
a education, train-
ing and the discrimination
nst them in some jobs and
high rate of unemployment
tends te leave them out. The
college or university education
for the girls is not a guarantce
for jobs.

Inspite of all these handi-

caps in recent years, ft has

ts for women in °

\

Interview of Sarwari Rahman

By Rahat Fahmida and 8. Bari

been observed that economie,
social and phychological incen-
tives play an important role in
our women's lives to take up
gainful jobs. But quite olften
women of well-to- families
also take up a career o en-
hance their family and social
slatus.

The state minister said, ed-
ucation and employment help

should not be undermind.

it came out during the in-
terview, that the built-in
mechanism in the soctaltsation
me:n of girls is such that
rom early childhood they do
not learn to decide for them-
selves. Dectsion making start-
ing from choosing of food,
clothing upto ltfe partner fs
predominantly decided by par-

Thus, for example, 78 per cent
of families, according 1o a
study, would educate their

sons but not their . |
the [(nantes are limited.
Another stu showed that

S0TS arc more ly to be edu-
cated but that girls' chances of
education increase I their
parents are in a high socio-
cconomic group.

The proportion of total women engaged in gainful work outside their homes is very
small. The economic dependence of the majority of women population obviously af-
fects their social status. Low rate of literacy, lack of skill and technical know-how,
absence of opportunities for training and education limit their scope of gainful
employment. In the changing social conditions, their traditional knowledge is not

sufficient for better home -making as well.

a woman to a great extent to
sce through her own sell. She
went on to say, understanding
of her own | . own identity
and individuality as a total unit
only can be felt and realised
when she independently earns
and can have the option to live
by her own earning if situation
demands so. The psychological
[actors bechind employment

Soan tolaunch a Nutionul Council for wamen

cnts. Growing up through this
proccss tends to put con-
straints on their undertakin

higher executive posts or hold-
ing top positions where

prompt and quick decision -

making Is necessary.

Anolher factor which re-
duces women's ability— men-
tioned carlier— 1s social prey-
udice against girls’ education.
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Not only are Lhere fewer
girls recetving education, but
even those who do, receive a
different type of education
from boys. Girls are always en-
couraged to follow subjects re-
lated to home, the family, arts
and social sciences, in order to
be qualified to take up jobs as
secrciaries, nurses, teachers,
catcrers, and so on — Lhe ac-
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nities for women's gain‘ul
work which required arduous

physical labour like, digging
earth or carrying big

load. Traditionally, such heavy
physical works have so long
been regarded as the male job.
But at present, the economic
pressure compels the rural

women to participate in such
non-conventional physical
work. Economic also

necessity
appears to have realised the
redundancy of traditional so-
cial sanction nst women's
physical work in the ficld.

Yet the proportion of total
women engaged in gainful
cart outside their homes s

ry small. The economic de-
pendence of the majority of
women population obviously al-
fects their social status. Low
rate of literacy, lack of skill
and technical know-how, ab-
sence of opportunities for
training and education limit
their scope of gainful employ-
menl. In the changing social
conditions, their traditional
knowledge is not suflicient for
better home -making as well.

“The government has taken
serious note of the very low
lcvel of women's participation
in economic activity,” said
Sarwari Rahman. A work on
this issue initiated by making

- education f[ree for girls till

class eight. She stressed,
women be given both
formal and non-formal educa-
tion. More so, as formal pduca-

tion for adult women diffi-
cult.
The State Minister con-

cluded, “if all of us work to-
geither, 1 hope we will be able
to achieve this, and demand —

'eqqual pay for equal labour’ — as
mentioned in our labour low.”

From the [Publishing [Flouse

Published by Narigrantha
Prabartana

l. Jader Rakte e Andolan
(Those at the cost of
whose blood, this move-
ment was possible)] — Lutfa
Haseen Rozee

2. Mahila = Muktifjoddha

(Female freedom fighters)
— Edited by Farida Akhtar

3. Bangladeshe Hindu Narir
Adhikar O Paribarik .Ain
(Rights of the Hindu

women in Bangladesh and
family laws). . .— Nibedita
Dash Purakayastha.

4. Begum Rokeya: Arjaner
Itthash (Begum Rokeya:
History of attainment). —
Shameema Islam.

6. Ekush O Muktijuddher
Galpa (The 2lst and the
stories of liberation war).

— Magbula Manjur.

6. Jwali Na Udhim Kittei
(Rukhe Darabo Na Kena?)
— Why shan't we resist? —
Kabita Chakma.

7. Uparfflan ©O Samajik

Abasthan: Nilganjer Mahila

(Earning and Social
Position: Woman of
Nilganj). — Nazmir Nur
Begum.

8. Stri Jatir Abanati

(Degradation of the female
society or class) — Begum

Rokeya.

9. Lal Golaper Rakhi [Wrist-
band of red rose}] —
Fatema Farid.

10. Sultana’s Dream — Begum
Rokeya.

11. Depopulating Bangladesh —
Farida Akhter., .

12. Indigenous Abortion
Practitioners in Rural
Bangladesh — Shamima
Islam. i

13. RU m&m-epumm an
Renate n
Myths and Morals — J G
Raymond L J Dumble,

14. Women Heads of
Household in Rural

Bangladesh Strategies for
Survival — Mahmuda
Islam.

 People visit shops for vari-
ous purposes, some out of
sheer necessity, some for a bit
of spree and some just to
walch women from close quar-
ters — the latter being jar
to Bangladesh only. term
"shopping” is commonly asso-
with women for they do
have a passion for it — a pas-
sion shared by women throu-
ghout the world. Unfo
in Bangladesh shopping seems
to be the only source of
recreation for women and thus

inspite of the poor condition of

the markets, women in their

free time go for shopping just
to indulge in some recreation.

We often hear men compl-
aining about their wives sho-
Epin‘ unnecessarily, overloo-
the fact that shopping is

ps the only easy outing
women as having a stroll in

a park or in a lonely street/
place may prove dangerous,
and, to many, unthinkable.
They seem to forget that
women here do not have the
same extent of freedom of

moyement as enjoyed by them

elsewhere.

s, shopping scems

to have lost its recreative
value for most of the markets
in Dhaka, including the popu-
lar New Market and Gausia
Market are not only infested of
pick pockets, but also of such
elements who loiter about
solely to in mischief
with the female shoppers.
They are those who enter a
thick crowd in order to push
or nudge a female passerby
disregarding her . just teo

get some pleasure
out of it se obnoxious men
and even teenage not only

pass comments on appear-

ance of the women but also in-
dulge in physical harassment.
They do not think for a mo-
ment that their mothers,
wines, sisters or even daugh-
ters might go through similar
experiences — such is the
depth of their moral degrada-
tion. A girl/woman with a
modern or dilferent look is
criticized and tcased whereas
in the case of a man/boy ft

deal. Gone are the days when
one risked his safety to protect
a woman when the situation
necessitated it, It 1s a dismal
situation which has only. one

opening, i.e. these people must
bcpe:ccg:;ted and not allowed to

escape so that this kind of out-
rageous behaviour is not re-

peated. _

Women must brace them-
sclves and spcak out against
such licentiousness and auda-
clous harassment — it is their
inherent right!

— by Shaily Fatima, a Student of

English department Undversity of
Dhaka. |

if there is any particular
problem that vou face as
a wonman, we would hike
ou to share it with us
through this colomn,

Mail it to -~ The Editor,
Women on the Move'.
The Daily Star. House-11,
Hoad- -3, Dhanmondi-R/A,
Dhaka.

LL mothers, especially
A working mothcrs were

in a state of panic just
about two weecks ago, and
gucss why? THE FINAL EXAMS
WERE HERE! and who else,
but mother, after a long hard
day at the office had to come
back home to teach her 9 year
old the fintricacies of the
digestive system.

And talking about systems,
what system the many little
schools that have mushroomed
latcly are following is a mystery
to me, One hears about KG2
kids studying two kinds of
sciences, natural and physical,
First Grade kids arc suppose to
know the 13 and 17 times ta-
blcs! a sccond grader has to
study social studics, geography
and history. If you had gone to
any parly or had one at home,
hall the invited ladies probably

did not turn up because their

children, age ranging from 6
to 16 were having their exams.

Diary of a Working Mother

By Shaheen Anam

Onc wonders whether the kids
sit for the cxams or their
mothers. This of course has lit-
tle effect on the social life of
the father, who will tell you in
all seriousness that his wife
could not come because their
daughter still some had some
essay memorizing to do.

The father who has worked
all day is certainly not ex-
peceted to tulor the children
and il by some fluke he did sit
down with them you can count
on hearing shouts, screams,
tears and tantrums after fifleen
minules which means end of
studies for the time being. (No
offense mcant to lathers). The
mother, who also had a tiring
day, at home or al work cannot
allord such luxurics. She has to
swilllow her anger and her
pride even when her 5 year
old points to the alphabets and
demands to know il these are
letters or numbers! [This is a
true story). The working

" Nations which has

mother has lo take leave from
her office because God forbid if
the child lails to get promoted
it will all be her fault. Even if
she has appointed several

_ teachers the ultimate respon-

sibility is hers to see that the
children do wcll in school. She
gets very little support at
home and less support from
the schools the children go to.
Parents days, and other school
aclivitics are planned with no
consideration for the fact that
many mothers might be work-
ing outside the home. If she
fails to attend any school activ-
itics than she is labelled as a/
mother who puls her career
[amily responsibilities. If soci-
cty is discriminates against
working women, than
working mother is much more
discriminated upon and this

culs across country, culture
and socicties. Even the United
passed

many resolutions prohibitin

the .,

discrimination against women
in any from is guilty of this. A
close friend of mine did not
get a  promised contracl re-
newed once the office found
that she was pregnant. [t was
just assumed that once she had
a baby she would not remain
elMicient.

But coming back to schools
and exams, there should be
some kind of standarized sys-
tem which all schools should
follow, both in the curriculum
taught and the system in
which they are taught only
then such aberrations as two
kinds ol sciences for KGs and
17 times tables for [irst
graders can be stopped. A
close friend of mine who runs
one of the schools hersell said
that because of very hcavy
competition they are com-
pelled to raise there standers
meaning that schools with dif-
ficult curriculum are perceived
to be better and thereflore at-
tracts more students. In the
process, children are bur-
dened with extra work and
have little time for extra cur-
ricular activitics.

This is an important issue
and | would appreciate if
mothers would use this col-
umn to express their views on.
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