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A Welcome Visit

British Home minister Kenneth Clarke, now on
a visil to , has been accorded a warm
reception on his arrival here. We also take the
opportunity to welcome the minister. The visit by
the British politician shows the interest
of Britain in dealing with problems and matters of
common concern with members of south Asta —
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. Such high-level
contacts reflect the continued endeavour for
maintenance of a healthy state of Dhaka-London
affairs. But this is only natural because, as mem-
bers ol the Commonwealth, the two countries
have the roots of their ties spread further down
the history.

Currently, however, Britain and Bangladesh
have no outstanding problems. Still there are
su ts for discussion such as iImmigration, d
t cking, economic co-operation and cultu
exchanges. The number of Ba i settlers in
Britain, including the second and third genera-
tions, has passed a million mark. So it is under-
standable that Britain, now going through one of
its worst post-war recessions, should naturally
maintain a legitimate curb on the flow of people
from Bangladesh. This does not, however, mean
that the British immigration laws ought to be un-
necessarily tough. What we would like to see is a
liberal policy of the British government to enable
the nearest dependants in joining the migrants
from Bangladesh in Britain. On balance, we find
Brittsh immigration policy quite helpful.

In this connection, it is highly satisfying to
note that the majority of the settlers from the
sub-continent have absorbed the liberal human-
ism which provides a strong undercurrent in
British society. An increasing involvement of so-
cial workers in socio-cultural activities in Britain
will certainly help the educated elite of the mi-
grants to merge in the mainstream British poli-
tics. Signs so far have been quite encouraging. To
overcome the racial tensions, now becoming in-
creasingly manifest in some of the European
countries, an appreciation of mutual contributions
between the local population and the settlers is
most necessary. Britain has demonstrated an ap-
preciable amount of tolerance, no doubt, but
more understanding of each other's problems will
be in order.

Drug trallicking has for long proved to be a
sore issue for both the countries, for it is now
widely known that Bangladesh has turned into a
transit point of the Golden Triangle — one of the
largest opium-producing zones in the world.
Britain's concern in this matter too is justified,
because one of the natural destinations of the
opium passed through the transit point is the
United Kingdom, Co-operation between the two
countries can enforce effective vigilance both at
the supply and end points. Elimination of such
clandestine and illegal deals naturally proves
favourable for increasing economic co-operation.

Last but not the least, with Bangladesh attach-
ing more importance to the le of English,
new possibilities in cultural exchanges have
opened. In raising the level of teaching of English
in Bangladesh some assistance through the
British Council would certainly be appreciated.
This is one of the areas not likely to figure in the
current deliberations at the ministerial level. But
if Kenneth Clarke's talks with the representatives
of our government even lightly touches on the is-
sue. he would be able to report back on return to
London. We wish the two sides all the luck for
successful negotiations on all matters on the
agenda.

Homage to Three Great
Men "

The birth anniversaries of painter Zainul
Abedin and poet Jasimuddin and the death an-
niversary of singer Abbasuddin fall within this
week. The nation observes these three occasions
through exhibitions, song recitals and seminars,
highlighting the contribution they have made to
our culture. Though their fields were different,
yet they were woven together by a deep
commitment to rural Bangladesh. It is remarkable
how these artists — writer, painter and singer —
literally spoke in one voice about the trials and
triumphs of the rural men and women. Zainul
Abedin's paintings on the Bengal famine of 1943
remain as the most harrowing testimony of the
agony and misery that our people had to suffer as
a result of the machinations of a colonial power.
Volumes of books or journals cannot match the
intensity and depth of feelings brought out in
those immortal paintings. To singer Abbasuddin
belongs the credit of giving our folk songs a
critical push that not only raised their standard
but endeared them to a far larger crowd than
ever before. He gave our folk songs a new and
dynamic form making them popular to the city
folks, as well as to the rural areas. Till this day
Abbasuddin remains unmatched in the superb
rendering of those heart rending tunes. Frankly
nobody has ever sung our ‘Palligeet!’ (folk songs)
as Abbasuddin did. Poet Jasimuddin's poems and
dance dramas remain the most authentic and
touching depiction of our rural life. Together,
these three giants, have enriched our culture
tremendously.

However, a question remains as to whether we
have delved deep enough into their works to reap
the maximum benefit from them. The research
on their works remain sparse. Availability of their
works is sporadic. Books on their lives and works
are not yet easily available. Abbasuddin's songs, |
Zainul's paintings and Jasimuddin's writings
should all be made accessible to the public, es-
pecially our students.

Frequent exhibitions, song recital and seminars
on the lives and works of these three artists
should be held. An annual national folk song and
art festival may be organised in Abbasuddin's and
Zainul Abedin’'s names. Something similar can be
thought of to make Jasimuddin's works better
known. Whatever measure we decide to take, the
fact is that greater initiatives are called for to give
due respect to these towering personalities of
our culture.
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The Philippines Experience:

by Satyendra P Gupta
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T disaster prone arcas of
the world. The country is
by cyclones
(typhoons), landslides, storm
surges, earthquakes and veol-
canic eruptions. On an average
19 to 22 tropical cyclones en
ter Philippines area of respon-
sibility (PAR) annually, while
five to nine actually make land-
fall each year causing
widespread damage. Flooding
often results from rain-
fall associated with tropical cy-
clones, Coastal arcas
gets inundated and severely hit
slorm surges genecrated by
t %cinnﬂ and communi-
ties suller.

The Philippines is a devel-
oping country. There is grow-
ing scarcity of due to
rapid family formation, in-
creasing land and construction
cost and financial inability of
many families to own a house.
Traditional houses which are
most common in rural and
coastal areas and made (rom
locally available materials lack
basfc cyclone-resistant fea-
tures. ‘Millions of families live
in these houses and several
thousands of them get de-
stroyed year after year in cy
clone rendering the flamilies
homeless and making them
victims ol cyclone disaster.

Cyclone Sisang hit the
Philippines on November 25,
1987 with a wind speed of
about 220 km per hour and
destroyed 207,000 houses and

| alfected 490,000 [amilies.

Several towns and
areas were severely

o

‘This was the most devastating

during 1987 and peo-

ple were caught absolutely un-
prepared. '

After this disastrous cy-

the Asian Disaster
Preparedness Center (ADPC),

Asian Institute of b
.Bangkok, in cooperation with

many government and non-
government organisations in
the Philippines arranged for
its Senior Research Scientist
(now Senior Consultant) to
visit the cyclone battered ar-
cas. The recommendations ar-
rived after a visit to the af-
fected areas and one of the
main recommendations was
that in any rehabilitation pro-
gramme emphasis must be
given to the construction of
cyclone resistant houses.

EVOLUTION OF CORE
SHELTER ASSISTANCE
PROJECT: The Department of
Social

T secms that the econo-

mists (and politicians) of

the world are searching
for an "engine” that will pull
the economies of the world
out of the recession that
afllicts us today. They have
begun to call it "an engine for
growth" as it is hoped that it
will revive flagging econo-
mies, restore lost jobs and
then create new jobs. The
search is an unrelenting one
and is being carried forward
by experts in a subject that is
as reliable a guide to the
future as the reading of the

‘entrails of animals, since it

has as little to do with
common sSense or a
ledge of human nature.
' The engines for growth
that have been the traditional
means of economic propul-
sion were not invented delib-
crately and specifically for the
achievement of preconceived

goals; but tnda!

politicians and economists

should be made to

invent a purpose-built
"engine” that will restore a
recent level of prosperity that

1he advanced economies had

begun to take for granted. It is
also felt that the new inven-
tion should offer a painless

' . it must not demand a

‘sacrifice of inflated expecta-
I+ tions. It must, on the con-

Sir, As foreigners in your
country my wife and | are al-
ways on the lookout for inter-
esting entertainment. Since
we are also movie-lovers, we

. were quite excited to see the

announcement in your paper
last week of the Dhaka Film

Festival, sponsored by the .,

Rainbow Film Society.
Unfortunately, your article did
not provide enough informa-
tion. For instance, it said noth-
ing about what movies would
be shown, when they would be
shown, or how to get tickets,
only that the films would

screened in four places. -

We started around
among our friends (both for-
eign and hi), but we

could find no one who knew
any more than we had learned
from the Star. Undaunted, we
went to Allilance Francais, one

of the screeing locations, to
see {if tickets. They
- didn't, nor did they know the

names of the movies being
shown, but they knew the of-
fice of the Film soci-
ety was somewhere on
Elephant Road. Hoping for a
little more s fic informa-
tion, we went to another of the
screening sites, the Goethe
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Long-term Rehabilitation of Disaster Victims

Government of the Philippines
is specifically tasked with ex-
tension of emergency reliel as-
sistance and social services to
disaster victims, helping re-
habilitation and eventually re-
turn them to a normal life

DSWD's long expertence in re-
itel operations has conclusively
proven that majority ol people
are victimised due to destruc.
tion eor exiensive damage to
their structurally inadequate
shelters. Secondly most of
these weak houses are also lo
cated in high risk areas like
the shoreline. The responses

generated by Cyclone Sisang

devastation brought donations
that were allocated for shelter
assistance. [ts timing coin-
cided with DEWD's interest in

were incorporated to enable it
to withstand a wind speed of
180 km per hour. The drawing
and specifications were fi-
nall through consultations
between DSWD and Asian
Disaster Preparedness Center.
The units were built by the
people themselves under su-
pervision and pilot tested In
the high cyclone prone arcas
of the Philippines. Infually 450
units were constructed in
1988 and these houses f[aced
two typhoons in the same year
with wind speeds reaching
160 to 175 km per hour in
successive cyclones in two
mentha. AH shelters success-

its sheiter services
epartment created an

emergency shelter committee.

improvin
and the

The core shelter assistance
project is a result of the com-
mittee’'s eflort in improving
housing standard in cyclone-
prone areas. The main philos-
ophy was to design ang build a
low-cost cyclone resistant
house. This would not .only
help the disaster victims to
rebuild their destroyed homes,
learn a new skill but would also
have the long term benefit of
mitigating the impact of future
cyclones.

Design of Core
Shelter Unit

Under the expert guidance
and advice of ADPC's scientist,
the DSWD developed a core
shelter unit for the cyclone
victims. The design was such
that it used only locally avail-
able indigenous material for
construction. Traditional build-
ing skills of the local people
were to be emp and all

~ good cyclone resistant features

Sauce for the Economic

trary, once again make both
possible and desirable the
material goals immortalized in
song by people with ironic
names like Madonna, the
"material girl."

. Such an engine has not yct
been found and it is just pos-
sible that it does not exist in a
form that is wholly acceptable
lo advanced societies: but
these are hard times and a
degree of comfort and conve-
nicnce must be sacrificed il
recessfon is to be arrested
and reversed.

While the first and second
worlds seek a new but so far

elusive engine, the politicians
of the third world, egged on

by elderly, slightly out-of-date |

economists taught by social-
ists when socialism was intel-
lectually fashionable, are still
for an engine that will
satisly the needs of large,
hungry populations without ol-
fending bureaucracies that
keep politicians in power,
These engines, in the form of
large, ego-boosting projects
are still quite easily available
to the public sector in third -
world economies although
they may have proved eco-
nomically unsuccessful in pre-

A New Ap

has been
in this project. Cost-effective-
rrcpurednt.n Center, Astan mess s very effectively
natitute of Technology, achieved providi for
made of ind and
Aims and Objectives materials. Emmmm:

The aims and objectives of
the project are: to assist in the
safe rehabilitation of disaster
victims: to progressively re-
duce the number of families
rendered homeless every year
by providing a structurally
strong (cyclone resistant] core
shelter unft to withstand a
wind force of 180 kph: to de-
velop and promote sell re-
Hance among the beneficiaries
and community; and to max-
intise the participation and

fully withstood the cyclone on-
slaught, where other village
houses collapsed as usual.

UNDP Technical
Assistance

The government of the

~ Philippines attached high pri-

kil Core Shelter
sistance Pro through its
Department al";:u!.\ﬁ:ll‘nrt
and Development and sought
UNDP technical assistance to
expand the pilot testing work
further in the three regions of
the country mest regularly
struck by cyclones. UNDP
technical assistance would fa-
cilitate the identification of
most suitable technology
transfer process suited to the
conditions in the Philippines.
Under this UNDP pilot scheme
5,613 cyclone resistant core
shelter units in 16 provinces
and four cities were planned to
be constructed. UNDRO-
Geneva was invited to join this
program as a cooperating
agengy o facflitate the partici-
pation ol Asian Disaster

ority to the
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(left) and houses occupied by inmates afer

e the commitment ol the
beneliciaries and neighbor-
hood in the construction of
structurally strong houses.
The expected outcomes of
the projects are: a habitable
and structurally strong core
shelter; more conscious and

prepared f[amilies who are

y to assume responsibility

for repairing and upgrading
their ﬁ:uulf if another cy-

clone damages; uisition of
skills and knowl by the
beneficlary families and others
in the community through on
the job training and demon-
strative constructions; and
promotion of a collaborative ef-
fort among the beneficiaries
who are organised into work
teams and neighborhood asso-
ciations, Further developing a
spirit of cooperation and mu-
tual help.

Project Implementation

The minimum require-
ments of cyclone resistant
construction must be met if a
house or any structure has to

by S Alam Rashid

vious expcriments elsewhere.
Their chief merit would ap-
pear to lie in Lhe creation of
cxpanded bureaucraecies in
the name of expanded
economies. Other notable fea-
tures include increasing the
nalional debt;: inflation
through masterful inefli-
ciency: inflation through very
private enterprise in the pub-
lic sector; over-employment;
under-employment; imaginary
employment; [rivolous inclu-
sion of project costs in bal-
ance ol trade, balance of pay-

meni, and GNP calculations
and so on and on.

~ An engine that serves the
purposes ol third world rulers

is inapplicable or even obso-
lete outside the third world;
inside the third world itself it

'is probably more politically

than economically relevant.
The world, it would seem, is
facing a problem that defics
both astrology and eco-
nomics. What is obviously re-
quired is a new, courageous,
radical, scientific approach;
and prejudice must be the
first sacrificial offering at its
alter.

An enginc is immediately
available. It will, in the coun-
tries of itls adoption, do the
following things: bring about a
transfer of technology: create
new capital investment op-
portunities in industry; create
ncw jobs for industrial and
transport’ workers and law

enforcement agencles;
generate more revenue for
the state; encourage

investment by the state in the
construction of correctional
facilities; invigorate the
construction industry, thus
creating mor¢ new jobs for
construction workers,
engineers, archilects, plant,
equipment, steel and cement
manufacturers and a wide va-
ricty of service companies and
support industries,

It is clear that a boom will
result; but, as experience has
taught us, booms give rise to
social expectations that are
summed up in the phrase "a
better quality of life.” Again,

- experience has taught us that

this phrase means "the right

to get paid for doing nothing

against the public intcrest”.
The proposed cngine for

‘manufacture/import,

gradual subsequent core shel-
ter upgrading to suite benefl-
claries Income potential. Lhe
design involves selfl contained
modules, namely:

Module A: Provision of a core
shelter unit consist-
ing of foundation,
wood post and
framing. roef
framing and trusses,
gravel fill for toilet
and with
indigenous local
material for roofing
siding, doors and

Upgradting and im-

provement through

of cement

block ({CHD)

walls and concrete

slabs for main floor
and

toflet.
mmww
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Module B:

ing.

Module D: Upgrading
provision of GI
corrugated roofing
sheets, gulters,

ete.

This modular incor-

porates all features of a good
ing it on the beneficiary. On
the positive again side, moti-
nlﬁd bly an improved percep-
tion ol the impeortance of
housing, the beneliciaries
learn a new technology that
will permit them to sequence
Lhe upgrading ol the units.

An issue t has been con-

ing necds and identifying ex-
isting resources with capabili-
ties. This has ensured that the
type of shelter is ex-
actly whal beneficiaries want
and their needs are not exag-
gerated. It guarantees building
up of human capabilities,
which il ignored, will give risc
lo dependence.

The estimated construc-
tion cost of materials for the
core unit is about USS$ 200.
Cost of provision ol walling and
roofing using indigenous mate-
rial is assumed to be $40 (Peso
900). These are based
on 1988 cslimafecs. With the
increase ' cost of construc-
tion materials eve ar the

Goose

growth allows for this. It wdill
initially enable workers in the
transport sector to use intim-
idation fn ensuring their
quality of life by doing nothing
against the state as long as the
technology they control is not
superseded by new technol-
ogy. It will also enable state
employees to reinforece the
private sector through per-
sonal investments of public
capital and time, thus improv-
ing their own quality of life.

A new political equilibrium
will come to pass, bringing
with it new leisure opportu-
nitiecs and scope for the cre-
ation of a “leisure industry”
which s, again, a great em-
ployer as it is based upon that
dream of modern man, the
serious pursuit of triviality.

It may be thought that this
engine lacks traction, that it
will provide only a feeble
nudge where a healthy push is
needed; but this view would
be short-sighted as adoptive
economies would be benefit-
ted in the following additional
ways: Reduced motor vehicle
bult:
greater consumption of fossil
fuels. Therelore, greater vol-
ume of inlernational trade;

Lhe Baily Ster 4
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Project Strategy
it has been well recogrised
that there is a large existing

gap n the provision of shelters
for disaster victims as thetr

number is really very h
Thus w0 channclise the e :
tive use of scarce resource, 1o
buifld up a streng foundation
for the programmes o devisc
good methodologies, the pro-
ject has adopied the following
basic strategies:

Consullants lone InteTna:
ional, one national and

four regional) provide ad
vice on planning, refining

and inierpre physical
design and fmu trans-
fer skill through training
and demonsiration work

Preparation of a h—nru
plan and development

all speetfications with im-
plementation guidelincs
and ration of other
useful materials for pro-
ject implementation, [a-
cilitating beneficiary par-
ticipation in the
Establishment of commu-
nity organisations lo in-
volve beneficlaries in the
project in planning and
deciston making as well as

unit construction with fu-
ture maintenance and up-

mm‘&:mﬁdm

The funding avaflable with
the government necessitaed
establishment of stringent

[a)

(b)

(e)

phi “Itﬂm.“
poorest of the poor who can-
not raise help be given benefit

upon quality control and
training, and the modular ap-
proach to construction.

To be concluded tomorrow

Dr. Satyendra P Gupta has
led several missions on disas-
ter mitigation to several coun-
tries and (s Consultant to

UNDP, UNDRO. His innovative
work on rehabilitation of

Typhoon victims in the
Philippines ([Core Shelter
Project through DSWD) weon
World Ilabitat Award last
. He is currently at-

. tending a workshop on Coastal

Zone Management in Dhaka
Dec, 27-3

Increcascd stale revenues
from import dutics, taxcs, su-
per-taxes, sales taxes, value-
added taxes, octroi, levies,
fces, dues and cesscs;
Increased state revenues from
the vastly increased import of
spare parts; Steadily growing
demand for new healthcare
facilities with special empha-
sis on trcatment of respira-
tory and cardio-vascular com-
plaints, resulting in: a reinvig-
orated pharmacecutical indus-
try. shrill demands for more
doctors, more medical col-
leges, more female employ-
ment in nursing.

The domestic implications
are, as can be seen, truly vast.
The international dimensions
of the transfer of technology
involved in launching this new
engine for growth can only be
Prophesied in these words:
advisory and admonitory dele-
gations of the future will re-
verse their direction of travel
and McDonald's all over the
world will change over to
Italy” — style meals.

It is not difficult for the
rickshaw to be the engine for
growth, to eam the grateful
thanks of a troubled world, In
the words of generations of
writers of letters to the edi-
tors of our local preds, "Wwill
the concerned authorities

take necessary action in this
regard and oblige?”
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Institute, They too didn't know
the names of any of the
movies, but they gave us the
address of the Rainbow Film
Society.

It seemed as though every-

" where we went that Thursday

we saw huge blue signs adver-
tising the Film Festival, but
none of them provided any
useful information about the
event. Even more surprisingly,
there were no signs for it any-

where on Elephant Road. Not

only that but we couldn't find -

the address we had been given.

. Finally, we asked our driver teo

walk around the street and see
if he could locate the place. He

- did — after about 20 minutes.

Scurrying over to the office,
which was actually in an alley
on Elephant
Road at all, we found it was
closed. Bad luck. But,

luck, there was a list of the
movies on the door. Still no
dates or times, but at least we
could figure out which ones we
might want to see. There also
were instructions in Bangla
that the driver translated for
us : Get a registration form
from the Public Library, fill it
out, and return it, along with a
photograph and 100 taka. This
would get us into any movie we
wanled.

The Public Library was
closed that day, a government
holiday. The next day was
Friday and Christmas to boot,
so we didn't even try to see {f
it was open. Because of other
commitments we were unable
0 do anything more until
Sunday, the day after the film
festival started. We asked our
driver to pop over to the li-
brary in the morning and
round up a couple of registra-
tion forms. He came back in a
little while. "Seorry”, he. said,

"They don't have any registra-
a large

tion forms. :
book they will sell you and

then they will give you tickets

to see three movies.”

know what the movies were or
what time they would be
shown. There was also, of
course, a new mystery. What
was this book they wanted us
to buy? Hoping the Rainbow
Film ty might be open on
a normal work day, we asked
the driver to go around there
and see if they had any forms.
Once again the offlice was
closed, but he had decided on
his own to go back to the li-
brary, where he learmed that
the deadline for submitt'ng
registration forms was
December 24. That, of course,

Once
- again., however, they didn't

was the day that we had first
gone to the office and found it
closed.

I realize that you have no
control over how people con-
duct their businesses, but it
would be most helpful if, when
you print information about any
upcoming event, you insist be-
fore publishing the information
that the peo
vide you will all of the details
of the event and how to get
tickets, Had my wife and 1|
known all of the requirements
enough in advance we {and
many of our friends) might
have been able to attend the
Dhaka Film Festival.

Bill Hurlbut
Gulshan, Dhaka

West Bengal invests
in Bangladesh

Sir, Bengal Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of
Calculta {Indta) is investing (n
dairy, power, aluminum fefl,
cargo, and jute {items of
Bangladesh.

Indian products have al-
ready occupled a large portion
of Bangladesh markel
"illegally” causing losses to the
domestic productions. .

Indo-Bangla joint venture

ple involved pro- -

projects will cxpand coopcra-
tions promoting neighbourli-
ness in line with SAARC molto.

The advantages of traders
with the nearest neighbour in-
clude substantial savings on
foreign exchange and time.

A market mechanism based

on preferential trades can de-

velop lasting partnership be-
tween these South Asian na:

tions.
Bilateral trade imibalance

can be minimized with Indian
market made available to
Bangladeshi goods and en-
Lreprencurs.

Competition over quality
and price ol the commoditics
can offsct the smuggling syn-

drome.
M Rahman

Zlla School Road, Mymensingh

Joint venture projects

Sir, The floating of indus-
trial projects under joint ven-
ture scheme is a modern con-
cep! in the world economy. i
is likely to stem from the idea
that no one can go alone in
this age of interdependence.
This may be the reason why
the popularity of jeint venture
enterprises, particularly in the
private sector Is gaining
ground from day to day mosty
in the developing countries of

the world. Usually, it takes
place through a formal agree-
ment between the interested
entrepreneurs ol two different
countries based on mutual un-
derstanding. It is needless lo
say that the setting up of this
kind of projects entirely de-
pends upon the mutual benefit
of the concerned. They
tend to identify the areas ol
cooperation on the basis of
their avaflable resources and
technological know-how.
However, it should be al-
ways borme in mind that a
[avourable economic policy
especially on investment, in-
dustry and fiscal matiers is of
vital im for such in-
ternational eollaboration. In
view of this fact we can
that our state policy In
to these matiers (s
and hmlhmlh enough for
the entreprencurs.
Actually, what we badly
need in is an insti-
tutionali political system.
Yes, 1 honestly feel,
political stability that can only
create a u:-!nhl climate for
the Emh investment and
development of joint ventures
in our eountry,

Mitin
quir::ol.m



