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How Free is the Media ?

The New York-based Freedom House which
monitors the status of the press in different
countries in the overall context of human rights
has been more than generous to Bangladesh in
rating it as “free". This commendation should
certainly boost the morale of the authorities,
especially of the Ministry of Information. which

claim that the restoration ol democracy nearly

two years ago had removed the authoritarian con-
trol over the media. At the same time, the testi-
monial from the Freedom House may be used by
our communication-related institutions, such as
the Press Institute and news agencies, to gener-
ate international assistance, especially from
UNESCO, in support of training facilities and ac-
quisition of equipment, to raise the level of pro-
[essionalism in both the print media and the
electronic network.

However, all said and done, the question that
cannot be avoided is, how [ree is the media in
Bangladesh today? In giving the country an un-
qualified testimonial, the US-based body obviously
used ils own yardslick which we should know
more about when its [ull report is published in
March, 1993. However, on this and other issues
connected with human rights, democracy and
[reedom and responsibility of the media, we
should be able to use our judgement.

In our view, the media in Bangladesh has in-
deed come a long way In its journey towards
freedom since the restoration of democratic sys-
tem, but it has not yet reached its destination.
Here, we would differ ‘with the Ministry of

-Information as to what constitutes a free press.
While the autherities would look at the scenario
only in the context of privately-owned newspa-
pers, we see Lhe radio/television network as very
much an essential part of the media. We appreci-
ale several new programmes, such as panel dis-
cussions and dramas, which have improved the
feature side of our television coverage. But we
must repeal our criticism that the government
control over BTV's news presentation remains
wholly unprofessional and almost stifling. In its
newscasls, In Bangla and English, most aclivities
of the opposition parties are blacked out. while
such events as pubic rallies addressed by gov-
ernment leaders are treated with extraordinary
care and generosily rarely seen even in a gov-
ernment-owned TV station in any other develop-
ing country in Asia. The same approach of under-
playing or even keeping out news which does not
put the government in a favourable light has be-
come something of an unwrilten guideline for
BTV. This is where press freedom stumbles and
falls Mat, notwithstanding the certificate from the
Freedom House.

There are other areas in the media operation
that call for drastic changes. The so-called na-
tional news agency, Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS) survives largely as a mouthpiece of the gov-
ernment, and that too as a poor one, in an age
when most news agencies are striving to ofler
their clients a balanced and diverse coverage of
national aflairs. In some ways, it is worse with the
government's support for and control over the so-
called Trust newspapers which, a legacy from the
aulhoritarian regime ol the past, cost a hefly sum
of the taxpayers' money in the form of subsidies
paid by the government, in one form or another,
to these publications.

In all these areas, it is high time that the gov-

ernment modified its position and, hopefully,
changed its policies altogether if Bangladesh has
to live up to the testimonial from the Freedom House.

Memorial for Shaheed
Jo ; |

The publication of a commemorative album on
the martyred journalists, who were killed by the
Pakistani army during our liberation war, was a
commendable initiative by 'Raktareen’', a private
organisation dedicated to raising public aware-
ness about the liberation war. This is the third in
the series of the organisation's commemorative
albums, the first two being dedicated to martyred
engineers and doctors respectively. While we fe-
licitate the members of 'Raktareen' a question
that we cannot refrain from raising is why such
an initiative was not taken by any of the highly re-
spected journalistic bodies such as the BFUJ and
DUJ. Why the Press Club itself did not come for-
ward (o bring out such an album? In fact these
two bodies weré conspicuous by their absence
even in the publication ceremony of the album
that took place last Monday. A publication such as
the one brought out by 'Raktareen’ should actually
have been brought out by the representative bod-
ies of the profession which would have been a
befitting tribute from the fellow journalists to
their fallen heroes. This is not to suggest that
those outside the profession or belonging to
other professions should not pay tribute to jour-
nalists or vice-versa. In fact, 'Raktareen’ can
justly be credited with having set a very laudable
trend — something that others should pick up.

A very important suggestion was made during
the discussions on Monday pertaining to the
erection of a memorial, in the Press Club
premises, in whatever form architecturally suit-
able, for bur Shaheed Journalists. These journal-
ists who laid down their lives for the success of
our liberation war, definitely deserve our highest
respect. It is only befitting that the Press Club
which they frequented, and the institution of free
press to which they brought so much honour and
dignity by their supreme sacrifice, should show
them due respect by giving them a place of
honour in the premises of the Press Club. In ad-
dition, there should be a gallery of their portraits
with life-sketches in permanent display at the
Club to act as inspiration for younger journalists.

We urge the BFUJ, the DUJ and the Press Club
oflice bearers to immediately look into the pos-
sibility of implementing the above proposals and
show, however belatedly, appropriate honour to
those but for whose sacrifice our nation would not

be free today,

eminent Dr

T takes a Government an

I extra-ordinary titude
in conductin

to unite all political

orces in a neighbouring

| country against it this is

precisely what the

Government of India has

succeeded In l:hlwqu_:y its
"Operation Push-back” of the
so-called illegal entrants from
Bangladesh. When the lssue
was debated recently in the
i‘.::;:hduh Parliament, the
n acltion was universally
condemned. Shetkh Hasina,
the Awami League leader,
called it “fllogical, inhuman
and against the spirit of
SAARC". The Parliament
adopted a resolution which
characterised the measure as
“fllcgal” and "unfriendly.”

The way the operation was
carried out will disgrace an
nation which calls itsclf
civiliscd. Beginning from
Scptember, a few thousand
Bangalee-spcaking persons
were hounded out from differ-
enl places in India, including
Delhi, taken to selected border
posts in batches, tonsured so
that they could be identified
incase they tried to infiltrate
back and pushed into the
Bangladesh territory. Following
massive protests in Bangladesh
and outrage in India, the en-
lire operation was s
in the third week of October.

In the process, a new ma
irritant was created in Indo-
Bangladesh relations just at the
time when they had started
looking up in the wake of
Begum Khaleda Zia's visit to
India and the successful leas-
ing out of the Tin Bigha corri-
dor. When the Indian Prime
Minister goes to Dhaka later
this month for the SAARC
summit and has his bilateral
meeling with Begum Zia,
Opcration Push-back will be
the major issuc staring at their
face. By singling out the mem-

| bers of only onc community for

this inhuman treatment and

T is a ycar since Lhe

Sovict Union, the world's

first socialist state, broke
into 15 sovereign countries.
On New Year's Day, Czechos-
lovakia, which gave us the
phrase "velvet revolution,” will
go through a velvet divorce be-
tween- the Czech and Slovak
republics. The dissolution of
Yugoslavia, however, has bcen
lar from smooth. The civil war
there has claimed thousands ol
lives and caused Europe's
biggest refugee crisis since the
end of World War Two.

; In all three countries com-
munism has been replaced by
an_ assertion of national and
cthnic identities. The
toward nationalism in the for-
mer socialist countries has led
in many cases to chaos and

| bloodshed. On a current count

there are 32 major internal
conflicts worldwide. Arising
out of ethnic, economic or re-
ligious dispules, Lhese con-
flicts have led to the displace-
menl of millions of people.
Thousands have died in politi-
cal violence, nearly 90 per
cent of them civilians. There.
are now 40 million displacced
people in the world. Nearly
hall arc refugees in their own
countries.

Many commentators saw
the break-up of the Soviet
Union as a process of de-
colonisation, with new nation-
states claiming independence.
A huge movement of people
threatens, with 25 million

'Russians living outside the

Russian Federation.
Countries formed alter the
dissolution of the union have

many Russian citizens, notably
in Kazakhstan [ncarly 40 per

| cent of the population) and

Latvia (34 per ccnt). They face
and uncertain fulure and want
lo return to their [atherland.
With inflation running at more
than 2,000 per cent many are
grimly reminded of the hyper-
!n[lalfnn during the Weimar

drive

INDIA'S "OPERATION PUSH-BACK"

Inept Handling of a Sensitive Issue

then giving a communal twist
to the whole aflair, the gov-
crnment has played into the
BJFPs hand.
What we have witnessed re-
cently is yet another
of non-issucs being raised by
the BJP to whip up chauvints-
tic emofions for serving its
narrow political end and of the
short-sighted opportunistic
response of the Government to
such moves, This is one more
instance of political expedt-
ency getting better over the
m:ﬂu which alone can
nation together. This
is unfortu the tragic syn-
drome in which the entire-po-
litical process In India s
trapped — be it Ayodhya, or
the singing of Bande Mataram,

of the ssues of Tin or fl-
legal migration. That the
Government of India's re-

sponsc is motivated by political
expediency is also borne out by
the [act that the Governments
of the two States directly afl
fected, 1c. Assam and West
iengal, did not request the
Central Government to come
lo their rescue and one of
them fc. West Bengal
Government, actually opposed
this Operation.

There §8 no doubt that
there 1s a one-way Lraflic of il-
legal entrants from Bangladesh
into India. But the figure of 15
millions emanating from BJP

sources s a gross cxaggeration.

As illegal migration is a clan-
destine afTair, it is not possible
directly to ascertain its magni-
tude or level. The data that
Government agencies have
been collecting relate to the
rfumber of persons intercepted
at the border and sent back
and the number of those who
enler India with valid docu-

by Muchkund Dubey
The truth about the illegal migration from

mhlﬂhhﬂutlhlmd’m
from a poor to a less poor country. Only a dynamie

Mﬂﬂﬁi[ﬂhmhﬁzhﬁh

ments and do not go back.
With the exception of the years
of great political upheaval, the
figure under the first category
has varied between 8,000 to
20,000 and that under the
second category between
6,000-8,000. Il we assume that
the number of those who cnter
clandestinely is twice the
number of those who are in-
tereepted, the total number of
fllegal entrants will not exceed
50,000. At this rate, it will
take 20 years for the number
to reach one million. Thus, the
figure being given by the BJP
sources may under closer
scrutiny, turn out to be as gi-
gantic a hoax as the pitiable
plight of the residents of
Kuchlibari painted by BJP be-
fore leasing out of the Tin
Bigha ;

Anather tendentious twist
given to the whole tssue of fl-
legal migration has been to
impart it a communal charac-
ter. This is not only factually
incorrect but also a very dan-
gerous game to play because it
strengthéns the communal
forces on both sides of the
border. It will have the effect
of shattering the dreams of
those in Bangladesh and India
who have been working hard
to build a genuinely pluralistic
socicty in their respective
countrics. In the beginning,
communal elements in India
perpetrated the myth that
most of the illcgal entrants are

Hindus who are being forced
out of Bangladesh because of
the atrocities to which they
were subjected by the mafjority
community. The religion-wise
breakdown of the figure of
those who were intercepted
and sent back told a different
story altogether. The propor-
tion of Hindus to Muslims
among those who were inter-
cepted along the
Bangladesh/West Bengal bor-
der was roughly 60-40 and
along the Bangladesh/Assam
border 25:75. Now the same
clements are asserting that
Muslims [rom Bangladesh have
flooded the nd[]nintng districts
of West Bengal and Bthar and
spilled over as far out as near
Delhi. This also has very slen-
der {actual basis. Moreover, the

two assertions cancel each
other out.

The real truth about the fl-
legal migration from
Bangladesh to India is that it is
a movement of people from a
poor to a less poor region. Just
as water finds its own level,
similarly people try to move
from regions of no oppertunity
to regions where they see at
least some opportunity await-
ing them.

So long as there is an
asymmetry of opportunities,
this kind of migration will con-
tinue to take place, It is only
through the growth and dy-
namism of the Bangladesh

economy thal such a migration

by Daya Kishan Thussu

mﬂu"h&-m‘h n
analysis, the prob-
lem of migration can be tack-
led only within the framework
of bilateral and co-op-
eration between India and

Begum Zia has categorically
rejected the Indian contention
that a large number of
Bangladeshis are staying in
India illegally. Some of us in
india have felt disappointed,
and even [rustrated, by this
stance. But f we place our-
sclves in Begum Zia's position,
we will clearly see that she had
no allernative to the position
she has taken. The conse-
quences of accepting the fact
ol illegal migration eof
Bangladesh to India can be po
Htically and economically dis-
astrous for her country. She
simply, cannot afford to take
back the millions who are al-
leged to have crossed over to
India. Moreover, even f the
allegation is true, no self-re-
specting government can ad-
mit publicly that fts cittzens
are running away because they
scc no opportunity of secking
out a livelthood in their own
country.

Finally, by asserting that
there has been no large-scale
illegal migration of
Bangladeshis into India, Begum
Zia is simply adhering to the
position taken by successive
Governments of Bangladesh
right from the time of
President Ziaur Rahman.

Despite this formal posi-

' New Nations Add to New World Disorder

On New Year's Day Czechoslovakia splits into two new states — one year after the dissolu-
tion of the Soviet Union (Anniversary of break-up of USSR is December 31). Dismantlement
of the socialist states in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union has brought in its wake ethnic
and religious conflict. And at a time when new states are being created in Europe, the very
concept of a sovereign state is under threat, argues Gemini News Service's Associate.
Editor. More and more decisions are being made at a supranational level.

1S ONn the

Republic which led to the rise
of Nazis in Germany. Russian
President Boris Yeltsin has
warned ol the dangers of cx-
treme nationalist forces taking
control. This has already led to
an cxodus of Russian Jews to
Israel, -

The Russian Federation
[aces its own border conflicts,
where they cut across ethnic
and religious communities, no-

tably in the Chechen-Ingush .

region in the Caueasus and
Talarstan in Russia’'s heartland.

Valery Tishkove, former
chairman ol Russian State Co-
mmittec on Nalionalities
Aflairs, told an international
seminar on confllict resolution
in London that borders were a
"resull of historical accidents”,
He said: “You cannol draw cth-
nic borders ... there are di-
vided people. transborder eul-

Iimove

turcs and cthnic trends,”

In the developing world,
most borders werc created by
colontal powers with scant re-
spect for tribal, ethnic or lin-
gufstic considerations. The na-
tion statcs cstablished were ar-
tificial creations, with power
structures imposed from out-
side. As the imperial rulers
withdrew, thecse collapsed,
causing bitter conllicts to re-
eslablish ethnic and national
identitics.

New driving forees have
filled the ideological vacuum
lelt by the ending of the Cold
War. Nationalism, tribalism,
religious [undamentalism all
seem to provide cértainty in
the ' new world disorder.
Although in many areas people
have greater freedom and re-
pression, the demise of the

lacking

Sovict Union has been a big
blow to progressive ideas
worldwide, and secularism is
under threat from Poland to
India. Religion is 1n¢:r:anlnﬁ
becoming a rallying point

ethni¢ and national identity.
Islamic lundamentalism is on
the increase in the new coun-
tries of Central Asia, where al-
ter decades of indoc¢trination
of an alien ideology people are
now discovering their Muslim

roots.
In the Middle East, in
Maghreb countries, in

Afghanistan, and in Sudan,
Islam is gaining ncw ground.
Orthodox Christlanity has seen
a revival in Serbia, Russia and
the Caucasus. Catholicism is on
the risc in Crotia. In many de-
veloping countries ‘cvangelical
churches are gaining more
converts than ever before. The
lanaticism of Hindu fundamen-
talism was evident in the de-
struction of a historic mosque
in Ayodhya.

Yet the break-up of. the
Soviet Union has been hailed
by the West as a victory for
democratic ideals. It is said
that the one condition for
democratisation is that a large
majority of the people share a
political identity. This was the
basis for the nation-states
which evolved in Europe alter
the French Revolution. Today
that condition is noticeably
in many countries. In
the recent elections in
Lithuania, the Russian-speak-
ing minorily was denicd the

volo.

As carly as 1990 President
Vaclav Havel of Czechoslovakia
warned that "pluralism may be
throwing open the gates and
unieashing a phenomenon that
it may be unprepared and im-
potent to check.”

In parts of the developing
world, there is a virtual ab-
scnce ol central state control.
In countries like Liberia,
Somalia, Sudan and Alg-
hanistan swathes of land are
held by different warlords
linked by ethnic or tribal
bonds.

The weakening of the state

has meant that there are calls

for a greater role for the
United Nations. Since the
ending of the Cold War blue
helmets are in evidence in
many world crisis spots. There
is much debate about how far
the UN should intervene in
sovereign states. Violating the
savereignty ol lraq, Western
nations sent in troops In 1991
to form a "sale haven” in the
northern Kurdish arcas of Irag.
And in August 1992 the West
created a "no-fly zone” in
southern Iraq. ‘

The UN is considering us-
ing Nato forces to check
Serbian expansionism. Many
fear that this may create a
precedent for using Nato — a
Western defence alliance and
Cold War relic — to act as a
military wing of a US-domi-
natcd UN. The Americans arc

now in Somalia — their biggest

miitary involvemoent in Alriea

Lhe Buily Star 4

in arvesting illegal
infiliration. Begum Zia's

Trovernment was also extend
ing us such co-operation With
unilateral

indim and set
thing down here cver since the
hibe ration of . They
hale become de if not de
jure citizens of

they are
Bangladeshis and net

brbt-lpnhh‘lm
Iﬂ-nthmm

chalicnge posed by BJP head-
long in co-operation with Mke-
minded polilical forces in the
country, and not by stooping t©o
their g"ﬂ!’l -

Migration is going 1o be a
major international fasue by
the tum of the century and be-

yond Both India and
Bangladcsh have a greatl deal at
stake in Lhis issuc. They
should, therefore, co-operation
and co-ordinate for -
Ing their inlerest.

The writer, a former

Foreign Secretary of India is
currently assoctated with the
Jawaharial Nehru Universtty in
New Delhi. This article is re-
produced with courtesy to the
Hindu, Madras

— in what characterisii-
cally defined as a “friendly in-
vasion.” The ostensible aim Is
lo guard and distributc hu-
manilarian aid to the

Somalis. (The diseov
ery of oil there may just be a
|rlﬂﬂ{;1d|'.'l'lcl‘l.

Critics who deteel nceo-
colonialism in Western actions
ask who decides where and
when to intervene? What s the
nature of decision-making in-
side the UN Security Council?

It rcmains a privileged club,
dominated by the US, which is

quite capable of highjacking ft,
as was witnessed during the
1990 Gulf erisis.

With the Russian “defec-
tion” to the Western camp, the
developing countries have lost
a valuable ally in the Security
Council, while the West has
cliectively gained onc more
velo,

Other Western-dominated
intcrnational instilutions arc
also undermining the sover-
cignty of Third World states.
Major international economic
and political decisions are
being made in a highly
undemocratic wa al a
supranational level exceuy -
tives of the International
Mone Fund, the World
Bank GATT.

In effeet, it is these execu-
tives who dictaje to the Third

World, often in with
multinational what
they should v, how much
o spend on or educa-

tion, and how to “reform” their
cconomies. Few commentators
seem to have noticed this as-
sault on democracy and on
slale .

The optimism for a post-
Cold War new international or-

der of and tolerance
sadly has had a very brief exis-
lence. And in a world
which has 170 sovereign sialcs

speaking 4,000 languages, it is

- very much needed,
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Research workers

Sir, The other day, while at-
tending a scientific seminar, |
heard rather articulate partici-
pant emphasising the need for
encouraging persons with
proven aptitude for research
work.

Listening to him, | remem-
bered that in Pakistan days
there was a system ol awarding
merit prize for inventor by the
Special Technical Committec
of ‘the CSIR (Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research). '

Press announcements were
made every f(inancial year
inviting technical research
workers or inventors to submit
their research ideas (with dia-
grams, ete.) for the award ol

prizes. The applicants used to
be interviewed and their ideas

screened by a commiltee of
scicntists (which included the
Muhammed
Qudrat-i-Khuda) for objective
::unum and awarding prizes

financial grants for dewel-
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opment of the innovations fi-
nally sclected by the commit-
Lee. :
Many a. Bangladeshi scien-
tific intellectual [cels that this
award should be re-instituted
and | would like to draw ‘the
attention ol the Public
Relations Officer of the CSIR to
urge the reclevant governmen-
tal authorities to introduce
these incentive prizes for
technical research workers.

This act will, in the long run, .

contribute indirectly to the in-
dustrial development of

Bangladesh.

Syed Mahbub Ali,
Dhanmondi Gout. Residential
Area, Dhaka

Less known to China!

Sir, At the invitation of the
Chinese People's Association
for Friendship with Foreign
Countries, Beijing and under
the auspices of Bangladesh-
China Friendship Association,
Dhaka recently | had the for-

provinees and its

tune to visit the People's

 Republic of China as one of the

members of the seven mem-
bers good-will delegation led
by Julmat Ali Khan, scnior vice
president of BNP.

We had been to Beijing,
Shanghai, Xiamen, Guangzhou
neighbouring
places. It included visits to
primary school, university,
medical university, hospital,
women fedcration, prison, vil-
lages and few joint venture in-
dustries.” We met cross sec-
tions of people. Many of the
commonmen including the
persons scrving in the admin-
istrative hierarchy at such
cstablishments and the trav-
cliers we met in the planes,
buses, raflways had not as yet
heard the name of Bangladesh.

We had the opportunity to
meet Liu uing, the popu-
lar TV and film heroine in
China who was Ltravelling to
Shanghai with us in the same
plane. Her innumerable fans
crowded Shanghai airport to
recetve her. Yet she managed
time to meet us and talked to
us individually and [reely
through our interpreter.
Unfortunately she also did net
know the name of Bangladesh.

The history of war of libera-
tion in Bangladesh, the natural

‘Lhe

calamitics at par with indc-
scribable sorrows and sufler-
ings of the Wanghoo river in
China, role of Bangladesh in
the polity .of third world na-
tions and neighbouring coun-
trics of ‘China arec still un-
known to the Chinese com-
monmen who are our ncigh-
bours. The commonmen in-
cluding many intellectuals
wrongly treated us to be the
people from India. They, how-
ever, know the namc of
Pakistan, India, Bhutan, Ncpal.
Most unlortunate was that the
tclephone operator at the 5-
Star Hotel where we stayed
did not know the name of
Bangladesh and so she failed to
connect a member of the team
at Dhaka over telephone since
code number of
Bangladesh was nolt known to
her. The code number of over-
seas too the Public Oversecas
telephone of Bangladesh had to
be collected from our guide. In
Singapore too the Public
Overseas Trunk cal booths
have no h eode. | had
to telephone Bangladesh
Biman Office in Singapore to
know it.

China is a great country, the
third largest in the world, with
the largest population. China is
sixtyeight times the size of

h. The' Chinese peo-
ple are extremely social, hos-

. pitable, intelligent and hard-

working. They den't know
English. The barrier is ofl lan-

guage, The vasiness, the
tremendously rich — resources
— exploited and ununplu!lm‘l

and phenomenal developments
— cconomical, political, social,
cultural — due to open door
policy call for introducing
Bangladesh to the common
Chinese pcople. Unlortunately

sh in still unknown to
them. Would the Government,
spccially its appropriate agen-
cics .take measures to do the
necdul in this regard.

Md. Anwarul Afzal,
Raninagar, Naogaon

Arm for peace

Sir, Bangladesh has pro-
posed a UN tribunal to try the
violators of human rights in
war-torn Bosnia-Herzegovina.
At the special OIC Foreign
Ministers’ meeling in Saudi
Arabia recently, Bangladesh
has urged the UN to allow
arming the people of that
troubled country (for thefr
sclf-defensc).

When her own Anti-terror-
st Act is underfire, this stand
of hers over this (East)
European nalion she recog-
nized without fail can be justi-
fied by one or all values of pre-
scil civility chicfly beeause
her sympathy for the vielims

oul ol the innoecnt cilizens.

A similar expericnce during
her independence struggle for
about a year has been persuad-
ing her to be the Switzerland,
while her strategic location,
surrounded by Indian and
Myanmar borders, has re-
mained a threat to her lerrito-
rial sovereignty.

Nevertheless, for an LDC
like that 1s
hard to be capable of de -
ing hersell against fon
from her neighbours,
maintaining impressive armed
forees can be luxuriously
offensive to her average ci-
lizens.

A number of countrics iIn
such a condition, i nol worse,
have preferred other disci-
plincs (favouring larger pro-
portion of their budgets for
development) 0 mil ne-
cessities, and Swi may
be one that has vir-
tually no regular military

power. .

As regards the Bth mesi
pepulous slaile Bangladesh,
:mbably the best use of her
uman resources can be a
well-trained multipurpose

force ever ready to combat any
natural as well as 0

take part in national develop-
menl.

M. Rahman
Zida School Road, Mymensingh



