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People of Barisal
thank Khaleda

A joint meeting of eleven
socio-cultural organisations ol
greater Barisal district yester-
day hailed Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia on the eve
ol her oflicial inauguration of a
new division' in Barisal on
January 1. They hoped that the
government would also im-
plement other demands of the
people of Barisal in phases, rc-
ports UNDB.

LALMONIRHAT, Dec 29:
Bogic ol a running passenger
train dcrafled near Patgram
on Lalmonirhat-Burimari scc-
tion this (Tuesday) efternoon.
Officials here said some pas-
sengers were injured in the
incident. But they could not
immediately give any figure

reports UNB.

Chinese hmhnmdur Chen

Songlu and his wife held a re-
ception yesterday evening al
the Chincse Embassy to say
good byc on complction of his
tenure in Bangladesh. The re-
ceplion was attended, among
others, by Speaker Shaikh
Razzaque Ali, Law Minister
Mirza Golam Hafiz, Leader of
the Opposition Sheikh Hasina,
ministers, parliamcnt mem-

bers, diplomats, editors and
the elite of the city, reports
BSS,

61 more held on
various charges

" Police arregted 61 pcople
from dillerent parts of the city
yesterday on various charges,
a DMP press release said. Of
the arrested, six were wanted
criminals, one under Anti-ter-
rorism Act, two accused of
robbery, five for stealing and
two for burglary, reports UND.
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Ties begin to worsen

ISLAMABAD, Dec .29
Pakistan ordered India today
o cut stall at its consulate in
the southern port of Karachi in
a move likcly o worsen already
poor rclations, Reuter.

The Indian Deputy High
Commissioner was called to
the Foreign Ministry and asked
to reduce the mumber of stall
at the Karachi Consulate
General to 20, 1 four
diplomats, the

All extra stall must leave by

‘Janudry 31, 1903, the

Ministry said. A total of
pecople of whom eight are
diplomats, now work at the

Consulate General,

In comparison, Pakistan

APP

cmploys two diplomats and
one non-diplomatic official at
its Consulate General in
Bombay, APP said.

The announcement was
made a day aflter Pakistan
protested to India aghinst
whalt it called highly objcction-
ablc remarks’' made by a
spokecsman last week about
Pakistani D’resident Ghulam
Ishaq Khan, ollicials said.

Indian Hlfh Commissioner
fambassador ) 8 K Lambah was

wealled to the Pakistan Foreign

Ministry and told of
Islamabad's shock and disap-
poiniment at remarks on

- Friday by a New Delhi Foreign

Ministry lpohcmmn

Paklstan asks India to
cut consulate staﬂ'

tan said the Indian
man used in temperate
language while referring to a
speech by lshaq Khan to par-
liament last week that criti-
cised India over the raxing of
an ancicnt mosque by Hindu
revivalists earlier this month.
[Relations between the two
countries, which have lought
three wars since their inde-
pendence [rom  Oritain  in
1947, are tense because of a
three-ycar-old revolt in the
Indfan-ruled part ol Kashmir.
Relations deteriorated this
month after Hindu revivalists
demolished the mesque in
northern India and the two
eountries expellcd each others
diplomats on spying charges.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addrrmng a puhhc maﬂtmg at Khagrmhhnri Htgh

School ground yesterday.

—PID photo

CHT issue has to be solved within
constitutional framework: PM

KHAGRACHIIARI, Dec 29:
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia today gave a clarion call to
all the pcople of the arca to
take part in the peacg process,
initiated by the rmment to
attain the desired devglop-
ment of the region, reports

BSS. :
- “Sinking all the differences,

we have to sit and discuss the
problems ol the region and
work together for solving them
ceffectively”, the Prime
Minister told a publie rally at
the local high school ground
herg.

Bcgum Zia said the prob-
lems of the region had to be
solved within the constitu-
tional framework. Resorting to
violence, marr:hy and destruc-

tive activities would not help
in removing the problems of
the area.

The Prime Miniatcr said "It
is not important whether any-
onc is from hills or plains. All
ol us are people of Bangladesh
and we arc Bangladeshis.”

Reminding the pcople that
pecace, stability and harmony in
socicty are the pre-requisites
for development, the Prime
Minister called upon the peo-
ple to help the present gov-
crnment in  its efforts to bring
prosperily and progress in the
region.

The Prime Minister said
the government had consti-
tuted a parliamentary commit-
tee to find out solutions to the
problems of the hill tracts.

“the pcople to hclp

The Prime Minister urged
the com-
mitlee function :I’I'ecu'.rtly

Begum Zia said the ele-
ments, who had misled the
people on the path of de-
struction, did not want the
wellare of the massecs.

She also ur the pcople
to help the law enforcing

agencics in the arcas in main-

taining law and order,

The Prime Minister said
her government believed in
the balanced development of
the country and with this aim
in view, it had initlated nu-
merous development pro-
grammecs, |

The meeting was also ad-
dresscd by Communicalions

See Page 12 Col 7

BRASILIA, Dec 29: Facing

[aces prosecution for corrup-

qults durmg‘ trial

='. " near-certain removal from of-

Cﬂl or de Mello, —AFP phnm

fice, impcached President Fe-
rnando Collor de Mcllo ab-
ruptly resigned Tuesday as his
corruption trial was starting in
the Senate, - AP,

Collor, 43, who was accused
of profiting [rom a huge influ-
cnce-peddling scheme, had
been suspended since Sept 29
on corruption ch

He had often called the
proceedings a "kangaroo court”
and vowed through the eve of
the trial to never quit. There
was no immediate explanation
for his sudden turnaround,
since his removal has been a
foregone conclusion for weeks.
- The resignation strips

Collor of his immunity. He

tion and criminal association.
crimes which carry up to eight
years in jail.

Chiel defence lawyer Jose
Moura Rocha read a handwrit-

ten note from Collor announc-

ing the resignation. Collor was
not at the Senate but said he
would speak to reporters later

"By this instrument, I re-
sign my mandate as President
ol the republie,” Rocha read.

Senate president Mauro
Benevides suspended the trial

and called a joint session of |

Congress. At that session,
Benevides declared the presi-
dency vacant alfter a vote of ac-
clamation and asked acting

Emhﬁelﬂﬂnlﬂ

t dependence governments,

| Dhaka-Yangon

12th round of
talks today

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Detc 29: The
twellth meeting belween
Bangladesh and Myanmar offi-
cials on the Rohingya refu
supcrvision issuc will be held
at Il am tomerrow at the
Chittagong Circuit House.

Chittagong Divisional Com-
missioncr and Refugee Repat-
riation Ceordinalor Al-lla
Mohammad Omar Farook wi
lecad the 11-member Bangla-
desh team at the mecting

Director General of Myan-
mar Manpowcer and Immi-
gration [Department U Maung
Aung will head the 11-member
Myanmar tcam.

Offlicials said Bangladesh is
likcly to hand over a fresh list
of 15,000 Rohingya refugecs
for repatriation.

Both the countries might
put forward their fresh plans
and programmcs (o strengthen

Sec I'age 12 Col 7

No alternative to
Muslim national
identity: Jamaat

TONGI, Dee 29: Jamaal-e-
Islami lcader Abbas All Khan
yeslerday asked the party
workers and the people at
large to forge national unity for
fofling designs against the
country’'s independence and
sovereigntly, reperts UNI.

“Try to promelc a Muslim
national identity. This is the
only way to [rustrate the de-
signs of the expansionist
forces and build up a happy,
prosperous and truly indepen-
dent Bangladesh,” he said,

Khan, the acting Amcer of
Jamaat was speaking at the
opéning function of a three-day
I kan (memiber) m ﬂl

across the cou niry.

Criticising all the post-in-
he
said sclfishness, narrow parti-
san spirit and creating rift in

national unity have driven the

counlry into a crisis.

The political lcadership of
the pcople of Bangladesh,
during the last 21 years, has
increasced many limes the sul-
lcrings of the people, the cco-
nomic stagnation and pelitical
backwardness, he observed.

The Jamaat leader stressed
the need for an "Islamie social
order” Lo ensure people’s wel-
fare, peace and seccurily.
Islamic  wvalues, Islamiec con-
sciousness and character can
only help guarantee indepen-
dence and sovereignty,

Iarly Sccretary  General
Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, Shamsur Rahman, Prol
Yusufl, Makbul Ahmed, Ali
Ahsan Mohammad Mujahid,
Quamruzzaman and Abdul
Kader Mollah were present at
the inaugural session of the
conference, held- every third

Sce Mage 12 Col 4

"Peer’ Sadruddm
held in Fem
sent to Dha.ka:

Central Jail
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested the 'so-
called' Peer Sadruddin Ahmed
Chisty and sent him to the
Dhaka Central Jail Tuesday.

As tcam of police on
a tip arrcsted the said peer
[rom a 'Urs’ pandle at Baroigabi
village in Feni at around 3:30
am Tuesday and later sent him
to Dhaka under Keraniganj po-
lice escort.

Two people were killed and
over 100 injured when mob
clashed with police last

-Saturday over the demand of

eviction of the 'Khanka' (a

Sce Page 12 Col 6

he said. -

1

the I'fyﬁ'nm [

@The Baily Star

RAJAB 5, 1413 HIJRI

—r— o e

PUBLICITY

17%-8. Purana Paltan. Dhaka- 1000
Tel 238935, 405898

12 ACES: PRICE TAKA 400

British Home Minister sa says

Dhaka transit point

Britain will seck Bangha-
desh's cooperation in comba-
tling -drug traflicking, British
Home Minister Kenneth Clar-
ke said tn Dhaka yesterday,
reports UND.

“Dhaka, we fecl in Britain, is
growing as a strong I(ransit
point for drug traflicking, but
we wanl teo resiriet this,”
Clarkc told ncwsmen on his
arrival here on a four-day visit.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury greected Clarke at
the airport yesterday afler-
noon. Hritish Iligh Cemmi-
ssioncr Sir Colin Il Imray was
also present.

The DBritish Minister said
thal he would also seck Dha-
ka's cooperation In resisting
lerrorism. “DBangladesh, 1 acce-
pt. has donc good In curbing
terrorism”, Clarke obscrved.

Ile also lauded the striet

for drug trafficking

arvt- d'rl.l‘ w and mea-
surcs introduced in Dangla-
desh.

Clarke. who arrived here on

his first visit, deseribed Br-
tain’s relations with Bangla-
desh as “excellent.”
v During his stay here, Clarke
said thal he would discuss with
his Dangladesh counterpart bi-
lateral matters, including im-
migration and pelitieal eooper-
ation.

Clarke -said that he would
lake the opportunity lo visit
the immigration scection of the
British [ligh Commission hcre
to sce ils cfficiency and [air-
ncss in performing fts job.

“We want a good and effi--
cicnt working svstem in visa
scetion in the High Commi-
sston”, he said.

[Responding o a question,

Sec Page 12 Col |
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A p1 ocession with an effigy nf Gﬂlnm Azam in the city

yesterday.

—Star photo

Nirmul body observes
' Hatred Day

y Staff Correspondent

More than a Ll'musan de-
monstrators converged in the
capital Tucsday sr:r.ling ablaze a
huge effligy ul' controversial
Jamaat*chicl Golam Azam and

demanding his trial for 'war
crimes’,

They spat on the 25-foot

high cffigy and threw shocs

and sandals at it before torch-
ing it ncar the National Press
Chub.

Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nir-
mul Committce organised the
demonstration as part of its
"National Day of Hatred” which
marked one ycar of Golam
Azam's becing clected Amceer
(chicl) of the Jnnﬁnl*e-hhnﬂ

Bangladesh.

The day was obscrved in
some other parts of the coun-
try, commiliee sources said.

Azam is mow in i!aﬂ under
the Forcigners' Act lor becom-
ing chiel of Jamaat in spite of
being a loreigner.

Earlier, the Commillce neld
a rally in front of its Topkhanha
officc and rciterated its de-
mand for implementation  of
the pcople's cnurt verdicl.

The people’'s court March
26 convicted Azam on 12
counts and dclivered its ver-

~dict that Azam deserved death

for the erimes he committed
See Page 12 Col 4

'US-Russian negotiators reach nuclear arms accord

GENEVA, Dec 29 :
Sccretary of State Lawrence 5
Eaglcburger on Tuesday an-
nounced agreement' wilh
Russia on a Start Il treaty to
sharply reduce nuclear mis-
siles maintlained by the two
countrics, reports AP.

Under the treaty, hundreds

1 of the weorld's deadliest nu-

clear weapons — long-range,
land- missiles with mul-
tiple warheads — would be

banned and stockpiles of US
and Russian strategic warhecads
would be pared to about one-

‘third current levels.

it would be President
Bush's third major arms con-
in ~1990, he

signed an Easl-West agree-
ment to cut troops nnd tanks
in Europe. Last year, he signed
a Lreaty with Russia to cut

strategic nuclear weapons by
about one-third.

Eagleburger made the an-
nouncement following a 90-
minute meeting with Russian
Foreign Minister Andrei V
Kozyrev. "We have made wvery
good progress,” Eagleburger
said as he prepared to [ly back
to Washington. "We now have a

text we can put to the two

presidents.”

Eagleburger said Bush and
Sovict President Boris Ycelisin
will review the agreement and

hopefully “we'll have news for
you in the next few day's” about
plans to sign it.
In Moscow, the indepen-
dent news agency Interfax,
uoting unidentified "well-in-
ormed sources,” said Lhe
treaty would be signed at
summit in Geneva or Paris.

In Washington, early reac-
tion was positive. Congress Lee

Hamilton, tncoming chairman
of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, called the agree-
ment " a great gifit to the na-
tion and to the world," -
Hamilton, speaking on Fox
Morning News, said "it ccr-
tainly gives a good sendofl for

President Hulh as hc leaves
the presidency

F.‘.ngk-hurgcr left open the
possibility of further n:guua-
tions to line tune the agree-

ment.

"It's up to the nts to
look at the documents and sce
il we've made sufficient pro-
gress to sign an agreement,”
he said. "If there are changes
they would want to suggest,
obviously, we'd have to come

back together again.”

v said B.Fbt‘l
had given reporters "an aceu-
rate description” of the situa-
tion. "So p now, wait for
ncws - from President Bush and

President Yeltsin,” he said.

Neither Eagleburger nor
Kozyrev provided details on
how the last technical prob-
lems were rl:s-ulucd

Leading up to the agree-
ment, E.ngltl:mrg:r and Kozyrev
had a working dinner until
midnight while experts on the
two sides discussed the re-
maining issues and brought

perfodic reports to them.

Eagleburger met at the
mission for more than

e hours M with
Kozyrev and m%m
r Pavel Grachev, and

had lunch ther
m-mrm

%i;

sides held a working session.

Grachev's
negotiating for the first
time had seemed to indicate
Moscow was ready (o make a
deal,

Kozyrev, in particular, had

. expressed optimism all along,

Asked hours before it was
announced whether he ex-
pected an qreeﬂmlt.
said : "1 am bet a
Ue of whiskey. We . b vk
work here to make it possible
for our presidents to have the
right decision alter the negotl-
ations heve.”

The foreign minisier

say: "positive decision.”

nee at the |
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R rs alleged.

PADNA, Dee 20: AL keast O
prople were fcared dead

cngine boats collided and cap-
sized in (he FPadma, 3 km
south of Shujanagar thana. re-
ports UNB.

Pollce and survivors sald
the (wo boats with about BO
passcngers abomrd, one head-
ing towards Pangsha [rom
Shujanagar Ghat apnd anothcr
coming from op te direc-
tion, collided overturmed
in the midstream of the river
due to dense fog at about 7 am.

Of the injured, Ramzan Al
(32), Saidur Rabman (12).
Alcya Khatun{25) and Hatem
Ali (40) of Shu and
Mojibar (I15) of Pabna were
admitied to Shujanagar health
complex.

Welfare trust for
Shaheed families
demanded

By Staff Correspondent

Projonmo Ekattor, an or-
ganisation of the children of
the Liberation War martyrs,
has demanded a parltamentary
committec on setling up a
irust for the welfare of the
shaheed families.

Spcaking at a press confer-
cnce at the Jatiya Press Club

Tucsday, Icaders of the
Projonmo Ekattor s ted
that the parliamentary be

formed to asscss Lthe economie
condition of the familics of the
matrtyrs and rehabilitate them
on a priority basis.

“A process has begun in the
country to humiliate the fami-
lics of lakhs of martyrs,” the
chilkdren of the Liberation War

nariyred
Hossaih,
shahced Dr Abul Kalam Arad,
shahecd Alal Mahmud and
shaheed Malizul Huq had al-
rcady been evicted frem the
houscs earlier allotted to them
by the government, they said
and a move was on (o evict the
family of shahced Zahir Rafhan.
Projonmo Ekaltor leaders
accuscd the ruling party of
breaching its pledge to uphoid
the spirit of the 1971 War of
Indcpendence and by-passing
the popular demand o punish
Golam Azam. |
Howcver, they appreciated
government steps including
gallantry awards to the [ree-
dom fighters, tal stamp on
the martyred intclicctuals,
special gallery on the shaheed

at the National Muscum and

construction of a memorial at
Rayer Dazar.

President of the Projonmo
Fkattor Saidur Rahman spoke
at Lthe press conference while
other Icaders: including
General Secrctary Touhid Reza
Noor, Shovan Haider Chow-
dhury, Babul Chandra Dey, Asil
Munir and Nujhat Chowdhury

Shampa were present.

Hasina thanks
people

Awami League President
and Leader of the Oppositioh
in Parliamcnt Sl'll.ikll: llasina
thanked the people for observ-
ing the Huunnnl Hatred Day”
throughout the country Tucs-
day, reports UNI.

The programme was spon-
sored by Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Commitice as part of ils cam-
paign to press [or the trial of
the dctained Jamaat leader
GColam Azam for his crimes
during the 1971 Liberation
War.

In a statement, Iasina said
that by observing the “"hatred
day” spontancously, people
once again demonstrated 1
verdict against "war eriminal®
Golam Azam and politics of
fundamentalist forces.

Zeenat may be
inducted nto
JP presidium

By Asiuzzaman

The Jatiya Party presidium
holds a crucial meeting today
o discuss a num-

ber of blistering issues includ-
ing selection of a new acting
secretary general and a new
committee for fls woman

front, party insiders said
The presidium I.'I'.Ij' discuss
the inclusion of a '‘powerful

lady Zeenal lhihﬂuilnlh

Pﬂuidlum mrii

order of jailed

H M Ershad, ﬁlmnﬂ-
The source added that
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