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Poor response to BTMC
self-retirement scheme

By Inam Ahmed

The woluntary retirement
;::.rm of the Bangladesh
xtile Mills Corporation

{BTMC) s ng results
as the -u::'.n.r:.,mu
arc opposed to the terms and
conditions in i, concerned
sources said.

The authorities had issued
three circulars at different
times informing the employees
about the retirement scheme.

_ However, unilil now only
about 300 employees and
workers of BTMC have rc-
sponded positively. Of the total
applicants, about 250 are
workers from different BTMC
units, the rest from the admin-
istration, according to the
SOUTCes.
In the retirement scheme

offered by the Corporation, in-
employees

terested would be
entitled to their tuities,
provident funds accrued
earncd leave

But the offer does not In-
clude any extra financial bene-
fits as in the "golden hand-
shake” programme.

The “golden handshake’
programme was initiated by
the government for retrench-
ment of excess workers ol dil-

ferent sector corporations. Un-

der this programme, a package
of financial and other beonefits

was be
ding cmployces. The golden
handshake s now being exe-
cuted in the raflway, some
other co are awail-
ing implementation of the

rogramme. |

Initially, the government
had announced that Taka 30
crore had been earmarked for
the retirement scheme of the
BTMC. It was expected that 10
per cent of the total workforce
of the Corporation would be
brought under the programme.
The BTMC now has about

‘45,000 workers and employ-

ecs.

However, as the ofler of the
BTMC does not include the
"golden handshake” facilities,
the employecs are reluctant to
come forward. Moreover, those
who had applied for retire-
ment, are near their normal
retirement age, sources said.

BTMC employces charged
that the authorities had failed
to ask the ministry for reim-
bursement of funds for the
"golden handshake” pro-
gramme for which the finan-
cial facilitics could not be

given.

SDR 38116000 ADB loan
for flood project

MANILA, Dec 28 : A loan
agreement for the secondary
towns integrated flood protec-
tion for an amount of
SDR 38,116,000 was signed
here recently between the

rnment of Bangladesh and

Asian Development Bank,

reports BSS.

Bangladesh Ambassador to
the Philippines Mohammad
Abu Hena and the ADB Pre-

sident Kimimasa Tarumizu
singed the agreement on be-

2 killed as bus,

truck collide

MYMENSINGH, Dec 28:
Two passengers were killed
and 15 others injured when a
minibus collided with a truck
on the Dhaka-Mymensingh
highway near Boiral in Trisal
thana today, reports UNB.

An unidentified man, aged
about 35, died on the spot
‘while another identilied as
Rafiqul Tslam (37) succumbed
to his wound shortly alter be-
ing admitted to Mymensingh
Medical College  Hospital
(MMCH).

Two of those injured were
admitied to the hospital in
critical condition were identi-
fied as: Abu Syed (18) and
Modhusudhan [15). Others had
first aid at hospitals at Trisal
and :

Police said the Mymen-
singh-bound minfbus collided
head-on with the truck at
around 6:00 am during hcavy

“ :
Zainul's birthday
today

The 78th birth anniversary
of Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin
will be celebrated today in a
befitting manner, reports BSS.

Bangladesh Shilpakala Aca-
demy, Ban Charu Shilpt
San and Bulbul Laitkala
have taken up various
programmes in this
connection.

Day's programme will begin
with placing of wreath at

Shilpacharya's g adja-
cent to the Dhaka University
Mosque by these organisations.

.Members of the Shilpakala
Academy and Charu Shilpi
will also offer fatcha at
his ide in the morning.
' academy will also hoid
a discussion at its auditorium
in the afternoon and accord a
reception to eclderly artists
Junabul Islam, Syed Jahangir
and Mustalfa Monwar. Elderly
painter Shafiuddin Ahmed will
attend the reception as the
chief t in which the artists
be awarded with 'Charu
w Award'.

- B Academy will hold a
discussion at its auditorium
and organise a colourful rally
from Wiseghat to the National
Press Club. The members of
the academy will also go to the
mazar of the Shilpacharya and
offer fatcha there.

Dhananjoy
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Dhananjoy Bhattacharya had
about 500 discs to his credit,
.which included modern’
Bengali songs, Nazrul songs
and 'Shyamasangeet.’

The singer is survived by
three sons, his wile having
.pre-deceased him in 1987,

Dhananjoy Bhattacharya,
who also acted in five Bengali
films, including 'Nababidhan',
‘Paser Barf’ 'Ladics Seat,’
recorded his first disc in 1940
with the Bharat Pioneer

7;‘ hﬁ'l second son

Bhattacharya said the

Dipankar

fed by acu

diabetes complaints. -

ing to rebufld the

half of their respective sides.

The project is aimed at
establishing and upgrading fa-
cilities for flood protection,
drainage and environmental
improvements for the towns ol
Khulna, Dinajpur, Kurigram,
Panchagarh, Habiganj and
Moulvi Bazar. The specific
works to be undertaken under
the project will involve con-
struction and upgrading of
embankments, flood walls,
regulator structures, construc-
tion and gehabilitatfon of
drains and culverts, construc-
tion of latrines, provision of
facilities for solid waste man-
agement and sum improve-
ments.

The project will be exe-
cuted by the Bangladesh Waler
Development Board under the
Ministry of Irrigation, Water
Development and Flood Con-
trol and the Local Government
Engineering Department un-

der the Ministry of Local
Government, Rural Develop-

ment and Cooperatives.
The project is expected to

be completed by December 31,

1997.

Puja at temple
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on the land. -
The BJP, which has spear-

headed the six-year campaign

which led to the destruction of
the Babri Masjid, has warned

Rao's government against try-
mosque or
relocate the makeshift Hindu
put up on the site.
Hindus believe the toppled

Ayodhya Mosque was built by

Moghul invaders in 1528 after
razing a temple there to war-
rior-king Lord Rama. Muslims

dispute the claim.

The December 6 destruc-
tions of the mosque sparked
Hindu-Muslim rioting which
left more that 1,150 pcople
dead across India.

Rao denied today that he
had granted permission to
Hindus to visit the makeshilt
temple in federally-governed
Ayodhya saying the town ad-
ministration had taken the
decision, PTI said.

A court in Uttar Pradesh
state, where Ayodhya is lo-
cated, is to decide whether to

let Hindu devotees visit the

temple, although PT! reported
that 75 people, including 15
Hindu holy men, had been al-
lowed to pray there for an hour
today. |

"It is not up to us to decide.
It is for the court,” Rae said in
the southern ecity of Trivan-
drum as the BJP, communists
and Muslims rejected his

compromiise over the disputed
site

"This will not solve the dis-
pute, it will only complicate
the matter further,” said the
BJP, referring to the acquisi-
tton of the sitc by New Delhi
and its plans to build beth a
temple and mosque there. -

"Hindus will not be satisfied

with a temple at any spot. They

want a temple on the same
site," the BJP added. @ .
. Ahmed Bukhari, a deputy

Imam or priest of New Delhi's
biggest mosque, the Jama
Masjid, said the mosque
should be rebuilt at the same
site.

"We arc shocked and sur-
prised by the decisfon,” said
Syed Shahabuddin, a leader of
a panel espousing the Muslim
cause.

The Islamic panel in a reso-
lution today said it would chal-
lenge in court New Delhi's de-
cision to acquire the site
-ddlr:’ that Rao was backing
out of his pledge to rebuild the
mosque by allowing Hindus to
offer prayers there.

offered to Lhe inten- -
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ee Social Welfare

Association at Faridabad High School ground on the
occasion of its 12th founding anniversary yesterday.
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Bangladesh. se include con-
vironment and natural disaster
prolection, population control
and bio-technological re-
scarch, computer software de-
velopment, human resources
development and rescarch in
malerial science, which would
include development of the
natural products like jute and
also semi-conductors and
other solid-state technologies.

At least 15 senior scien-
tists, both local and foreign,
would be working in each of
these five arcas, with a number
of junior scientists working
under them, he said. The total
workforce at the centre would
be around 150.

All the scientists would be
under five-ycar contracts and
the centre would have five di-
rectors, onc of whom weuld
become the dircctor gerieral
on a rotating basis.

With the government
agreeing to provide land,
building and local stafl for the
centre, he said, "We expect 80
per cent of the expenditure to
come as donations f(rom
fricndly countrics and that all
rescargh would be done
through intcrnational con-

Science centre

tract.” He added that the
United Nations Intcrnational
Development organisation
(UNIDO) and the World DBank
are likely to finance the cen-
tre's projects.

Prof Rahman noted that the
Italian Ambassador in Dhaka
during a recent meeting as-
surced us of strong support to
make the centre a success.

A contract research worth
50,000 US dollars would be
initiated shortly with the local
universities, he satd.

The 20 countries sclected
to be sponsored as networks of
centres include Pakistan, Shri
Lanka, Malaysia and Egypt.

A Bangladeshi, Prof Rahman
is currently teaching at the
University of Trieste and has
worked with Prol Salam for
the last three years in the cen-
tre at Trieste.

Dr A M Choudhury, director
of the Space Resecarch and
Remote Sensing Organisation,
Amir Hussaih Khan, chicl sci-
entific officer of the Atomic
Encr Commission,
Khalilur Rahman, Profcssor of

Bio-Chemistry, Dhaka Uni-
versity, who is currently

working at the Tricste centre,
were also present at the press
bricfing.

Somali warlords appeal

to end factional strife

MOGADISHU, Dec 28: Rival
Somali warlords Ali Mahdi
Mohamed and Mohamed Farah
Aidid embraced one another
before thousands of their
countrymen here today and
appealed for an end to the
country's brutal factional strife,
reports AFP. '

Shortly afterwards the bat-
tered Somali capital was re-
united, as workmen cleared
away physical barriers that
had kept certain districts and
key access roads inaccegsible
during fighting that crupted
November 17, 1991,

The two lecaders, the heads
of rival wings of the United
Somali Congress, addressed a
public rally to. demonstrate
their commitment to a US
brokered peace accord
reached at the weckend.

Hand in hand before a
crowd outside the parllament
building, they called for unity
in a nation that had deseended
into bloody anarchy, leaving

tens of thousands of Somalis to .

die of disease and starvation in
the past two years.

They had earlier begun a
march along the city's so-
called Green Line, a hellish
free-fire zone between north
Mogadishu, controlled by
fighters loyal to Ali Mahdi and
the south of capital controlled
by Aididi partisans.

In the virtual absence of
mass communication in Moga-
dishu, a peace march and
demonstration along the Green,
Line was judged the most el-
fective way of informing the
population of the weckend ac-
cord and of the two lcaders
willingness to work for its im-
plementation.

As the demonstration gol

underway, US marines —

members of a United Nations-

. mandated international force ]

to restore order in Somalia —
were patrolling the streets of
north Mogadishu for the first
time since their landing here
December 9,
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structed all its city units to as-
semble belore the 'ress Club
carrying efligics of 'war crimi-
nal’ Golam Azam to burn.
Central leaders of the Nirmul
Committec will address Lhe
rally.

The committee also di-
recied its branches in districts
and thanas to carry out similar

programmes.
Stripped of his Bangladesh

" citizenship for staying outside

the country for a long period,
Golam Azam returned to
Bangladesh with a Pakistani
passport in 1978. The Jamaat
declared him its Ameer pub-
licly for the [first time
December 29 last year. '
The Jamaat action caused
widespread reaction among
the pro-liberation forces. The
Nirmmul Committee, with pro-
liberation political parties and
personalities, was formed iIn
January Lhis year with to press
for trial of Golam Azam and his
'71 associates for war offences
and resist the rise of the anti-
liberation forces in the coun-
try. The Nirmul Body, later ex-
anded in the form of
uktijoddher Chelona Basta-

—=——= "

Hatred Day

bayan O Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Jatiya Samannaya
Committec with representa-
tives from diflerent political
parties and socio-cultural and
student organisations and it
arranged Azam's public trial in
the city March 26 the samec
year.
The government arrested
the Jamaat leader under the,
Foreigner's Act two days beldre
the scheduled public trial.
Since then, he has been in the
central jail of Dhaka.
Meanwhile, different politi-
cal parties, socio-cultrual and
student bodies and  noted
intellcctuals have supported
‘Hatred Day’ programmes and
m upon the people of all
s of life to make them a
SUCCCSS.

Ganatantrik Chhatra Olkya
has decided to demonstrate
near the Bangladesh Seccre-

 tariat at 11 am to
demand the banning the
Jamaat-Shibir.

Samajtantirik Chhatra Front

and Projanme '71 in separate
statements also called to make
the National Hatred Day pro-

grammes successful.

and -
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ﬁraﬁm leaders claim

12 textile mills shut,

30 face closure
By Staff Correspondent

Twelve ment textile
mills have ceased operation
due 1o lack of cotton supply

while another 30 mills are

Sramik Karmochari Fede-
ration.

The f(ederation in a press
conference held at Topkhana
Monday sald while these 42
units require aboul | lakh 60
t bales of cotton annu-
ally, which is cntirely im-
ported, the Bangladcesh
Textiles Mills Corporalion
(ITMC) — the importing au-

thority can supply only 2500
bales. :

The press conference ad-
dressed General Secretary
of the ration Igbal Maju-
mder, was atltended among
others by Badrul Alam Khan
(President), Abul Mansur,
Samsuddin Ahmed, Md Hiron
Mia, Samsuddin Pradhan, A
Rahman, Sahidul Islam and
others.

The federation demanded
immediate action by the gov-
ernment to keep the mills
run

They also called on the au-
thority to meet the federa-
tion's six point charter of de-
mands and demanded imple-
mentation of the wage board

awards,

The federation said, condi-
tion of 42 government mills
and about 40 private mills is at
stake due to the government's
policy, rampant smuggling of
yarn and clothes, unrealistic
taxation, large scale import of
cotton clothes, and high inter-
est of bank loans.

The federation said that the

ment in July had bilat-
crally agreed to mect the fed-
eration's six-point charter of
demands, but now by-passing
the agrecment was taking
moves to hand ever 10 mills to
the private sector.

The leaders of the federa-
tion alleged that the Textile
Ministry was responsible for
the total mess in the textiles
scclor.

They said, the minisiry in

Police nabs JCD
leader from
RU campus

RAJSHAHI, Dec 28: Police
in a pre-dawn swoop arrested
a top lcader of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal @JCD) [rom
Rajshahi University campus
today, reports UND.

Babul Akhter Bablu, Vice
President of JCD's "Rajshaht
University unit and VP of
Madar Box Hall, was arrested
under Anti-Terrorism Law and
was scnt to the jail hajat.

Campus sources said Bablu
lcads a JCD [faction that
clashed scveral times with the
rival faction. The RUCSU clec-
tion was postponed early this
month due to flactional fcuds
between JCD in which Bablu
played the main role, it was
alleged.

Protesting the arrest, sup-
porters of his faction barri-
caded the road today causing
disruplion in communication
between Rajshahi and other
districts.

Sylhet Fertilizer
Factory resumes

production

From Qur Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 28: Produc-
tion in the Natural Gas
Fertilizer Factory at Fen-
chuganj resumed at 9 pm
Sunday after being shut for 19
hours.

The stoppage in the fac--

tory's production was causcd
by the failure of clectricity as
two generators went out of
order at the same time at 2 am
Sunday.

Bus workers in
Khulna continue
strike

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 28: Bus
workers including those of
long-route coach services con-
tinucd their strike today to
protest yesterday's incident.

Mcanwhile, one of the 10
injured in yesterday's clash
Aminul Islam (35)
tonight at the Khulna General
Hospital here.

At least eight buses were
damaged yesterday during a
clash between two rival groups
of the workers of Khulna
Motor Transport Workers
Union over possession of a
union office.

A faction of the workers
union continued their hunger
strike for the third consecu-
live day today In protesi
against forcibly taking over of
its office by the rival organisa-
tion.

A tri

rtite mcttll;’ be-
tween the leaders the

unions, district administration
officials and police was con-
tinuing here tonight to resolve
the issue,

died

mid ‘91 enmhanced the price of
cotton for five times in & single

in the 92 budget, the au-
thority imposed 7.5 per cent
fresh tax on the raw cotlon,
whilc the tax on the
cotton was reduced from 30
per cent to 15 per cent.

As a resull the cotlon mar-
ket in the country was af-
fected, the lcaders sald, leav-
ing cotton clothes worth 300
crores unsold at the mills
godowns.

The BTMC and the Textiles
Ministiry when contacted by
the federation said that the
import of coljon is low due to
lack of fund, the lcaders said.

Cabinet okays 3
draft bills

The cabinet the
drafl of the bills relating to the
amendment of Dhaka City
Carporation Ordinance- 1983
Local Geovernment (Zila
Parishad) Act- 1988 and Local
Government {Union Parishad)
Ordinance- |983, reports UNB.

The approval was given al
the regular weoekly meeting of
the cabinet held at Bangabhan
yesterday with Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia in the
chair,

The proposed amendment
to the relevant laws have been
made in line with the deci-
sions taken by the government
after considering the report of
the commission set up to re-
view the local government
structure.

The cabinet also was ap-
prised of a report of the official
visit of the Information
Minister in Dahrain last month
at the invitation of the
Inlormation Minister of that
country.

Pakistams

Froni Puge | Col B
ter Thursday triggered frustra-
tion among the relugees.

According to the
Bangladesh government offi-
cial, the authorities here are
prepared to send the 50 [ami-
lies off by December 31 and
they are awailing a response
from the Pakistan government.

Until yesterday, there was
no - positive word from
Islamabad, said the official
spcaking on condition of
anonymiity.

"But it is still possible to
honour the deadline .. . . all 1t
will require is only one special
flight and that can be arranged
by Pakistan,” the official said,

On Wync's visit, the official
said, there was no confirma-
tion ycl but “the invitation is
there if he wanls to come.”

Nasim Khan, the leader of
the refugees, claimed that a
prominent journalisl in
Pakistan had given him inti-
mations Sunday that Wyne was
cm}nlng Wednesday (December
30).

He said that he had spoken
to Majid Nizami, the Editor of
Nawae Wagqat and a member of
the Citizens Commiltee
formed to
by phone Sunday. _

Mcanwhile, the stranded
Pakistanis have what
Nasim' Khan described "very
colourful and meaningful” pro-
cession today to press Home
their demand for early. repatri-
ation. :

"Everybody will have some-
thing en his or her back,”
Khan emphasiscd his words —
"colourful and mecaningful.”

Saifur

From Page 1 Col 7
habits of busincss-as-usual and
to pear up their activitics to
the demand of present gov-
crnment's reforms pro-
grammes and policies.

He instructed the banks to
cstablish promotional units
which would closely maintain
linison with Board® of
Investment (BOI) to identily
prospective arcas of invest-
ment guide and advise en-
trepreneurs in taking up pro-
jects in industry, agriculture
and agro-based scclors. They
have been also advised to give
special attention to develop-
ment of Hvestock, dairy, fish-
ery. poultry and small seale in-
dustral investment, which will
help gencrate employment and
boost cconomy. Banks have
been advised to take up erash
programme of identifying in-
vestment opportunities -for
disbursement of investible
funds.

The meeting after thread:
bare diseussion recognised
that one of the primary causcs
ol low investment in the coun-
try is the high cost of borrow-
ing and lack of adequale pro-
motional activity on the part ol
financial institutions. The
mectling underscored the need
for effectively rectifying the
existing impediments.

it was decided that perfor-
mance evaluation of bank man:
agers and other personnel
should be based upen the qual
ity and quantum of frvestment
they achieved.

greet the returnccs, -
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The Midnight File

Reuter.

Lebanon won’t allow UN
envoy to visit deportees

BEIRUT, Dec 28 Lebanon
said loday #t would refuse a UN
cnvoy permission (o visil
Palcstinian deportecs trapped
in South Lebanon's no-man's
land through government-held
territory. repoerts Reuter.

Prime Minister Rafitk Al-
Hariri told Reuters UN envoy
James Jonah, expected to ar-
rive in Befrut from lsrael on
Tuesday, could only visit the
deportees through Isracli lines
in South Lebanon,

Asked Il the Lebanese gov
ernment would allow Jonah, a
UN Assistant-Sceretary Gene-
ral, to visit the deporiees
through its territory, Hariri
said: “He has to go through
Isracl territory.”

Asked il troops at the last
lebanese checkpoint before
no-man's land would thcrefore
stop him visiting the depor-
tees, the Prime  Mintster
added: "1 den't think he will
go ¥ he does not have our au-
thorily and we won't give him
our aulbority.”

| larir! saud the same applicd
1w ernard Kouchner, French
Minister Jor Humanitarian
Allatrs, and a French medical
lciem who were expectied to

Leather exports
fetch Tk 500 cr

- Commerce Minister M K
Anwar ycsterday sald thHat
Bangladesh had carned about
Taka 550 crore last year from
lcather and goods cxporis
which was only Taka 22 crorc
in 1974-75 year, reports [3SS.

He said during last [ive

months (July-November /92}-

the country carned about Taka
250 crore [rom exports of
lcather and leather goods. )

lle was addressing the sixth
annual gencral mecting of
Bangladesh Shoc Merchants
Associalion as chiel gucst in
city.

arrive in Belrut to visit the de-
porices,

Mcanwhile, lsracl bordct
police blocked a convoy of
Isrmcli Arab leaders from car-
rying food and medicine today
to Palestintan

border

The -l
pouﬂ.‘h - a border fence at
Rosh H ra at
lsracl's mﬂh:rim'“hﬁrﬂ
stood in the road to block the
conwoy (rom entering South
Lebanon. s

About 100 Isracti Arabs, in-
cluding parllament members,
Islamic leaders and local coun-
cil heads, lefl their cars with
food parcels on their shoulders
but were L*'mlﬂ from
crossing the by foot.

AFP adds: The Isracl army
wrongly expelled seven Pales-
tinians to Southern Lebanon
and is trying to find of
bringing them back. military
sources said today.

The seven, from the oceu-
picd Gaza Strip and West Bank,
included a 16-ycar-old ar-
rested for painting Palestinian
slogans on a wall in his village.

Hasina
From Page | Col 8
tated “infamous’ Oelaw Arams,

_religion and ban-
m:gﬂl and values of
Hasina allcged the killers of

‘71 and '75 assembled on a
single platform and have been
showing audacity destroying
the achievements of the 1971
grcal war.

The ruling BNP has been
dtiving the country towards
confrontation by g shelter
to Jamaat-Shibir-Freedom
Party-Jubo Command, the AL
leadcr said and called for
building united resistance by
all pro-liberation forces against
the ill motive of the govern-
ment.
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