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84 saboteurs
arrested in
Algeria

ALGIERS, Dec 28: Police

Nearly one rnr after can-
clections

violence that has ki
than 250 police and soldiers.
The now-banned Islamic

and corruption for high un-

employment in this oil-rich .

North African nation.

Several took refuge In a
nearby forest, where police
kiled twe and arrested seven,
it said.

Iraq to accept
UN guards in
Kurdistan

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 28:
iraq is willing to let UN guards
accompany convoys bringing
humanitarian atd to Kurds in
northern Iraq, iragi Ambassa-
dor Nizar Hamdoon said Sun-
day, reporis AFP.

Hamdoon told AFP that he
had informed Jan Eliasson, the
head of all UN reltel opera-
tions, that

ot

ng the bombings of
several reliel trucks this
month, UN and Iragi negotia-
tors have been holding talks
for the past week on to

mt aid shipments to the

Amnesty for 2
Filipino rebels

MANILA, Dec 28: A gov-
ernment commission has rec-
ommended amnesty for two
two Communist rebels con-
victed of killing an American
colonel despite objections by
US authorities, an official said
Monday, reports AP.

Assistant State Prosecutor
Nilo Mariano said he made the
recommendation to Justice
Seeretary Franklin Drilon.
Mariano said he expeccted
Drilon and President Fidel

Ramos to approve the recom-
mendation.

They were mﬂ rebels
reccomunended for amnesty,
Mariano said. ;

The Hn—Dum m
te and Juanito Itaas — were
sentenced to double life
senlences for the 1 1989
assassination of James
"Nick™ Rowe

International

US fighter warned Iraqi Mig to leave 'no-fly zone'

Saddam has made a 'big mistake": Bush

HOUSTON, Decc 28;
President Bush said Sunday
that Saddam Hussein made a
‘big mistake’ by allowing his

. warplanes to enter the no-fly

rone over southern lraq, re-
ports AP.

One of Iraq's warplanes was
shot down Sunday when it
confronted two US F-16 jets
south of the 32nd parallel that
marks the UN-restricted

over southern Irag,

whole international
community told him not te (y
below the 32nd parallel, and
he did it,” Bush said as he be-
gan his annual Texas vacation.
“l don't know what he's doing,
but he's made a big mistake. .

“Fve heard that it might be
some test of our will ncar the

" Bush
"But those F-Ilu sent

end of my
added.

he will occupy following his re-
lirement. About 200 meters

yards) away in the city's ex-
clusive Galleria scction, Bush

also visited the rented home In
which he and his wife Barbara

will lve.

Reuter adds:
fighter warned an lruqi Ii;
fighter to leave . no-fly zone
cstablished over Iraq h:fﬂ-rt
shooting it down, a US military
spokesman said on

Licutenant Colonel Robert
Donnclly told the British TV
nctwork, Sky News, [rom

repo
the top-floor suite m

Washington. “The F-16s did
Ml!ﬂhmln'lnthn
iragi alrerall before they were

cngaged.”
Asked if the US planes be-

lieved they were in he
salid: “I'm sure IM:-FWI
thcy were in danger. They did
not establish twn+“y radio
communications,”

On whether he knew the
condition of the Imaqgl pilot, he
said: "No. | do know the air-
cralt was shot down. An Iraqgf
scarch and rescue helicopter...
was permitted to fly to the
crash site. However we have no
information concerning the
[ate of the pilot.”

It was the first time a US
plane shot down an Iragi plane
since a no-lly zone was estab-
lished over southern Iraq ear-
lier this year.

lraq said om Sunday re-

scrved the right to respond te
‘this criminal act” in a suitable

manner al an

from the Pen s Central
Command, said had "ne In-
formation” on whether US

planes in the area were now on
extra alert.

Questioned U!l- planes
would continue to fly normal
patrols in the no-fly zone, he
said: "that's correct.”

The United States, Britain
and France rd two no-fly
zZonecs, one low the 32nd
parallel to prevent Iraqgi planes
and “ helicopter gunships at-
tacking dissident Shf'ites in
the southern marshlands, and
the second in the north above
the 36th parallel to proteet
the Kurds.

Expulsion decision irreversible,
Israell leaders tell UN envoy
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JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rah.:n aﬂ-
dressing press after his meeting with UN Under Secretary

General James Jondah December 27 in Jerusalem.

Rabin

reiterated his refusal to let the Red Cross bring aid to the

deportees through the security zone.

ERIERLY

Clinton backs sanctions on Iraq

‘Prestdent-elect Bill Clinton on Sunday

said hec fully supports

inicrnational sanctions against Iraq and warned Iraq against
mistaken tests of international solidarity, reports Reuter from

Little Rock.

“This is part of a serics of tests of international resolve Lo
Iraq into compliance with United Nations resolutions,”
Clinton said in a statement issued alter a US fighter jet shot
down an lragi plane in a no-fly zone in southern Iraq.
"{iragi leader) Saddam Husscin is mistaken if he believes
. that United States or the United Nations lacks that resolve.

“I support éfforts to bring Iraq into compliance.”

Ramos to visit China in A"Pl‘ll

President Fidel Ramos plans to visit China next A

speculation that he muld
was

despite

pursue closer ties w!th Ta!wan. it
reported Monday, reports AP from Manila.

The Philippine Times Journal quotéd unidentified sources

in the Department of Foreign Aﬂairn as saying

the two

government were discussing a visit in late April,
According to the newspaper, Ramos, whu took office last

June 30, also hopes

to visit J

the United States and the

other countrics of the Assoclation nf Eoull-lcast Asian Nations

next year

Ramos has alrcady visited ﬂrum:i and Thailand. Othcr
ASEAN countrics include Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore.
A decisfon to visit China carly in his six-year term is

considered significant because of Ramos’

personal lics to

Taiwan and the Philippines’ growing trade relationship with

Taiped.

| Quake Bhﬂ.keﬁ Jﬂ dIl: A strong carthquake

shook northern Japan carly

Meteorological

Monday, the Cecntral

said. There were no reports of injurics

or danger of scismic waves [rom the temblor, reports AP from

Tn?:t :

quake, with a preliminary recading of 6.2 on the

Richter scale, struck at 1:20 am (1620GMT Sunday) about 30

kilometres (18.6 miles) below the sea floor off the coast of
Iz‘agi Prefecture, about 400 kilometrs (248 miles) northeast

On the Japanese scale of one to seven, the tremor
registered a four in Ofunato and Miyako, both cities in Iwate

Prefecture, a nearby state.

The Japanese scale measures intensity at various locations.
it is not convertible to the Richter scale, which measures the

magnitude of a quake at its epicentre according to ground
motion as recorded on seismographs.

14 killed in Kerala bus mishangy

Fourteen peo
when a bus

were killed and 35 others injured Su
Il into a ravine in the southern most state of

_Kerala, the Press Trust of India (PTI) said, reports AFP from

" New Delhi.

The accident occurred outside Kasargod down, state
mn-t umcl-l- were quoted as saying.

hhﬂrtnnﬁunthy-hrlmm

Harry Connick held: sing-

Eunnich Jr was arrested at Kennedy

International

was found in his carry-on bag as

he was about to bpard a plane, police said, reports AP from

New York.

. The ®mm weapon, which wasn't loaded, was seized by a
gnﬂrd at a security checkpoint, said Sgt Stephen Pmpcru a

Authori pnhut
Connleh.g-im

Irlth fourth-degree possession of

a weapon, a misdemeanor. He was taken to a police station in
Hndlylhumuﬁufﬁumhrmﬂ‘ﬁmpemuﬂ

— AFP/UNB photo

JERUSALEM, Dcc 28: A UN
envoy char with persuading
Israel to ¢ back more than
400 Palestinians deported 1o
Lebanon was blocked by Isracli
lcaders Sunday who told him
their decision was irreversible,
officials said, reports AFP.

James Jonah, the special
envay of UN Secretary General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, held an
hour of talks with Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres and
later met with Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin.

Before meeting with Jonah,
Rabin said he would not allow
the deportees to return or
supplies to reach them via
Isracl.

"I will not permit a single
Israeli citizen to be in contact
with the expélled,” he told a
delegation of 200 Arab-lsraeli
mayors and municipal officials
who were demonstrating agai-
nst the expulsion.

Alter his talks with Jonah,
Rabin said he held the Leban-
¢se government responsible
for the blockade of needed
supplics.

“l explained to my inter-
locutor that the (Isracli) gov-
crnment has decided to fight,
without mercy, the terrorism

ol Islamic extremists,” Rabin
added.
Peres accused the UN

“Council of FWaving

taken a unilateral decision that

ignored "the crimes of Hamas
and Islamic Jihad.”

lHe was rclerring to Islamic
resistance movements of
which the 415 dcportecs have

claimed membership.

Peres nevertheless llh:l
Jonah was a goodwill emissary
and voiced his government's
wish to cooperate with the
United Nations, adding that
the expulsions were limited to
between three months and two
yCars.

But Jonah got no reply on a
request that Isracl allow pas
sage of humanitarian aid to the
Palcstinians.

The Israeli government on
Friday endorsed Rabin's refusal
ol a request by the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) to send supplies
to the deporiees through arcas
of south Lebanon under Israeli
control,

Two ol the deportees,
stranded on a snow-swepl no-
man's land between the Isracli
and Lebanesce armics, are seri-
ously {ll and could dic il they
are not evacuated [rom their
camp.

Israeli officials have vowed
not to comply with a UN
Sccurily Council resolution
demanding the immediate and
salc return of the deportees,
who are suflering from cold
and dwindling supplies.

The deportees can appeal
their December 17 expulsion
before military commissions in
the 60 days fellowing their de;,
poftation but only ene of the

men has so lar done se.

The Daily Maariv said at
least 40 of the expelled — in-
cluding six who were deported
by mistake-- might securc
their return through the ap-
pcals process.

Hamas to join

PLO body to
deal with

deportees’ 1ssue

TUNIS, Dec 28: Three
of talks in Tunis between
PLO and its main rival in the
Israeli-occupied territories,
the Islamic fundamentalists
Hamas Movement, have helped
to bring down the "psycho-
logical wall,” separating them,
senior Hamas official Mohamed
Nazzal said Sunday, reports
AFP. -

One practical outcome of
the talks i{s that Hamas has
agreed to join a "high commit-
tee” led by Palestine Liberation
Organisation Chief Yasser
Aralat to deal with Israel's con-
troversial deportation of 415
Palestinians, most of them
|lamas members.

Colombian troops
kill 12 rebels

SANTAFE DE BOGOTA, Dec
28: Army troops killed 12
rebels in southern Colombia
and two police offlicers died in
a scparate clash this weekend,
a military spokesman said
Sunday, reports AFP.

Soldiers killed 12 Colom-
bian Revolutionary Armed For-
ces (FARC) rebels near the
southern oil town of Orito,
following a rebel attack Thurs-
day which left nine soldiers
dead and eight injured, said
army Colonel Luis Hernan
Silva.

Troops alse captured large
quantities of weapons, ammu-
nition, explosives, maps and
documents to be examined by
Colombian intelligence ser-

No-fly zone over Bosnia

US pressing for military
enforcement from Jan 1

GENEVA, Dec 28: The
United States is still pressing
for military enlortement of a
no-fly zone over Bosnia to be-
gin on January |, according to
US Sccretary of State
Lawrence Eagleburger, reports
Reuter.,

He told reporters travelling
with him from Washington to
Geneva he believed the United

Nations Security Council would .

pass its long-delayed resolu-
tion by the end of this week,
though he could not be sure,

"One of the questions that's
still up is how long before
strict enforcement begins, We
have suggested and continue to
believe the cutofl ought to be
January 1 but we may have to
compromise,” Eagleburger said
on Sunday.

The United States has run
into opposition in the Security

Council from Britain and

France which want a longer

.warning time belore enforce-

ment of the resolution begins.
They are worried 'their
peace-keeping
Bosnia may become a tlarget of
Serbian revenge attacks if the
resolution results in Serb
planes being shot down.

The UN passed a resolution |

imposing a no-fly zone in

October but established no

mechanism to enforce it. Since
then, Bosnian Serbs and their
Belgrade allies have largely
halted bombing raids against

Soviet breakup was not necessary :

MOSCOW, Dec 28: Former
Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev said Sunday that the
disintegration of the Soviet
Union was a "t mistake”
and defended Russia’s hard-
line Congress as setting the
right -course for the country,
reports AP.

"l think it was not neces-
sary,” Gorbachev said of the
Sovict breakup speaking on
Moscow's Channel One televi-
sion. -

“It had very hard conse-
g.:encei for the whole country,

r all of the republics. | have

thought and | ltlll think that it
was a t mistake. We will
face Lhe consequences of it for

troops in

their Muslim forces in Bosnia.

But they have violated the
resolution hundreds of timces
with helicopter flights carrying
troops, cquipment and sup-
plies [rom place to place.

The proposed enforcement
resolution has become a sym-
bol of western cflorts to take a
tougher line against Serbia. But

the difficulty strong allies like

the United Stales and Britain

have had in agrecing what to
do has highlighted their reluc-

tancc to take any action

Japan to develop reactor |

vices, Stlva said.

alternative to Monju

TOKYO, Dec 28: As envi-
ronmentalists planned
protests for the arrival of a
shipload of plutonium, an offi-
cial on Monday said research
has begun to develop a new,
more eflicient plutonium-fu-
eled reactor, reports AP,

The official at the Japan
Atomic Energy Rescarch
[nstitute, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, said the re-
scarch is to develop a high-
conversion reactor that could
be an' alternative to the contro-
versial fast-breeder reactor
Monju.

Tokyo had already acknowl-
edged a need to review its plu-
tonium programme because of

a backlash ol international
criticism sparked by the con-
troversial shipping of the
dcadly radioactive material
from France. Even so, Monju is
still expected to begin opera-
lion next year.

Opponents have also
charged that by developing a
[ast-breeder reactor, which
produces more plutonium than
it consumes, Japan could
stockpile plutenium.

RAW&LPINDI Pa;kjst.an A Hindu f‘amﬂy gnther hnr:ks to rebulld the temple dest.myad hera
during violent protest against demolition of Babri Mosque b}v Hindu extremists in Ayodhya.

— AFP/UNB photo

a km; long tome,” Gorbachev
Gnrhuchw denied accusa-

tions that he left behind a

legacy of erumbling economy
and ethnic conflicts, blaming
his successors for the trouble.

"There have been. promises
that the Commonwealth (of
Independent States) will give
us the possibility to resolve all
the problems,” he said. But
its problems "were not only
left unresolved but became
even more acule.”

Gorbachev, 61, resigned on
Deec 25, 1991, following the
collapse of seven decades of
central Kremlin authority. The
Soviet Union's demise was

‘nwealth countries

brought about by many of the
political reforms that Gorbac-
hev himsell unleashed aflter
coming to power in 1985.

Gorbachev remains popular
abroad but is widely criticized
al home, with the hard-liners
blaming him for the collapse
of the Soviet system. Liberal
critics say he had failed to ad-
dress pressing political and
economic issues, only making
current free-market reform
harder to achieve.

But Gorbachev defended his
tacties of limited reforms,
saying: "What is
in Russia and the Comme-

proves that
our line, that tactics that we

adhered to, were necessary ....
"Whatever began in 1985 is
continuing,” he added. "Do
think that the Gorbachev
epoch is over? No, it was only
the dawn, not even nm:
would not have today t
what was started in 1985."
Gorbachev accused his
litical rival, Russian Pres
Boris Yeltsin, of losing control
over himselfl at this moth's
Congress nl' 's Deputies.
Russia's Em
body, dumin:t:d by former
Communists, forced Yeltsin to
accept painful compromises
and abandon his reformist
acting Prime Minister Yegor
Gaidar, the architeet of eco-

The Butly Sor S

Off the Record

Marshall and 11
Christmas at Camp David.

other Bush grandchildren spent

Man-made earthquake

HONG KONG: Residents in Hong Kong and Macao felt
slight tremors Menday that apparently emanated from the
man-made "carthquake” in southern China to level a small
mountain as part of an airpori expansion project, reports AP

There were no immediate reports of damage or i
Hong Kong's government -owned Radio Hong Kong -?um

There also was no immediate confirmation that the
tremors were caused by the scheduled 1. .80 pm (05850 GMT)

detonation of 11.120 tons of
in Lthe southern city of Zhuhai.

te to clear Potai Mountain

But Hong Kong's Royal Observatory said it recorded

tremors

that were “consistent with the scheduled major

blasting works at western Zhuhai," lasting lcss than one

minute.

A resident of the nearby Portugese colony of Macao said
the "Water in my tea cup moved a lttle bit" and that others

felt slight vibrations.

"But some

people called radio stations asking if it had

happened. They didn't feel a thi
In the British colony of Hong

the resident said.
few people walking in

the downtown Central and Wanchai districts reported fecing
any tremors amid the din of jackhammers and construction

work.

The Beijing-funded Hong

said the 43 kilometers (27 miles)

The blast had been

newspaper Ta Kung Pao
Hong Kong .

billed as Asia's largest man-made
‘earthquake,” with a a force nearly

equal to that of the

atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima, Japan, in World War 1.

Robbery of the century

BUENOS AIRES: Newspapers are calling it Argentina's

‘robbery of the century” and
crime, reports AP

Three men posing as Central Bank ins
oflicials at a regional depository

so far it looks like a perfect

tors convinced

to ha over 30 million

dollars worth of worn-out austral bills worth 50 dollars each
that had been collected for incineration.

The robbery last Tuesday went olf like clockwork. No one
was threatened or injured. A security guard from the

depository,

located 200 kilometers (124 miles) north of

Buenos Aires in Rosario, watched the money being loaded

onto two small
The money —

pounds)

that flew to Buenos Aires.
600,000 bills weighing 650 kilos (1,330
—reportedly was transferred to a white yen at

nuburbnnhnli‘trnl.ndnlirport Where it is now, only those

who have it know,

Central Bank and Economy Ministry officlals made no

Euhlic comment on the robbery

during the long Christmas

weckend. Byln:hndqrm police reportedly
had no one‘tmder arrest and few clues.

A Central Bank s

pokesman cited by the

La

Nacion said it looked like an inside job. The bogus ins

knew the australs were at the

in Santa Fe

Province Bank in Rosario. The documents and procedures
they used to identify themselves seemed legitimate.

US, Russian officials
for missile-cut
- treaty before Jan 20

GENEVA, Dec 28: Senior
US and Russian officials are
holding last-chance talks to try
to conclude a new nuclear
missile-reduction treaty before
President Bush leaves office,
reports AP,

Eager to set the stage for a
summit signing with Russian
President Boris Yeltsin, the US
side hopes concessions on two
key issues will produce an ac-
cord for signing after New
Year's Day.

"l can’t believe at this stage
it will take more than 24 hours
to get it all settled il we are
going to get it all settled at
all,” US Secretary of State
Lawrence S Eagleburger said
Sunday on his flight from
Wash

He rated his chances of
success as better than 50-50,
but said, "I can perso see
no way, if we don't get it set-
tled this time, that there's any
chance of getting it settled in
time to do a summit in early

January.”

Two sessions were sched-
uled Monday. Joining Russian
Foreign Minister rei V

Kozyrev at the table for the
first time is Russian Defense
Minister Pavel Grachev, an in-
dication Moscow {s rl:lliy to
make a deal.

"l have to take that as a
earnest (indication) of
President Yeltsin's intentions

Gorbachev

nomic reforms. Gaidar was re-
placed by Viktor Chernom-
yrdin, a conservative industrial
manager. |

Gorbachev said the Con-
gress offered the welcome
centrist alternative to impul-
sive Yeltsin and the radicals on
both sides.

"I think the has

m&-m he said.

to portray it as
retrogrades

to get the issues setiled this
time,” Eagleburger said.

President Bush's national
security adviser, Brent
Scowcroft, said in Washington
that "the odds are somewhat
favorable” for nailing down a
treaty before Bush leaves office.

“It's a very short treaty, and
| think we'll make it, but it's
going to be close,” Scowcrolt
said Sunday on NBC-TV's
"Meet the Press.”

Kim may seek UN
help to resolve
inter-Korea
disputes

SEOUL, Dec 28: President-
elect Kim Young-sam said
Monday his new administra-
tion may ask the UN Security
Council to help solve inter-
Korea disputes over nuclear
inspections, reports AP,

"Il the {ssue continues to
remain unsolved, we should
take it to the UN Security
Council,” Kim told a breakfast
meeting of Christian leaders.

Kim also said he expects
four
il abdl st St -
United States, Russia, China
and Japan — to play a role in
solving the issue.

Kim, 65, was elecied as.
South Korea's next president
in the December 18 elections.
iie begins his single five-year
term on Fi 25,

Kim said the rival Koreas

must foster trust for unifica-

tion and that dojng so wou ld
not be possible without selving
the nuclear disputes.

The Koreas, bititer enemies
since the division of their



