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NEWS BRIEF

UK Home Minister
arrives today

British Home Minister
Kenneth Clarke arrives in
Dhaka today on a 4-day oflicial
visit. Clarke will call on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman and Home
Minister Abdul Malin
Chowdhury and exchange
views with them on fssues of
mutual Interest including im-
migralion and narcotics con-
trol, reports UND,

Hasina protests
L | & L]

Rahman's killing

Awami Lcague President
Sheikh Hasina yesterday regis-
tered her strong prolest
against the killing of her
pnr:f‘s Avoynagar thana leader
Siddiqur Rahman. She de-
manded immediate arrest of

the killers of Rahman, reports
UNDB.

RU subsidiary |
exams postponed

RAJSHAII, Dec 28: The
subsidiary examinations part |
and part 2 under Rajshahi
University (RU) scheduled to
be held on December 29, 30
and 31 have been postiponed
for unaveidable circumstances.
Controller of Examinalions of
RU said the other examina-
lions scheduled lp be held
from January 2 will be held as
usual, reports [3SS.

Jamaat Rukon
confce today

Jamaat-e-Islami will hold its
Rukon (Member) conference
today at Jamea Islamia al
Tongl. Acting Ameer of
Jamaal-c-Islarmd Abbas All Khan
will inaugurate the conference
al 10 am, reports UNB. :

i -

Repatriation of stranded |
Pakistanis hits snag

With only three days to the
end of the year, the agreed
deadline for start to the

stranded Pakistanis' repatria-

tion, the home-going of even a
token 50 families is clearly
unceriain, leading to frustra-
tion among the hopefuls living
in shantics for 21 years.

Officials at the Bangladesh
Foreign Ministry and the
Pakistan High Commission
here yesterday gave ample
indications that. the symbolic
repatriation of 282 people of
the 50 families by December
31 was far from a possibility.

The leaders of the refugees
who wore black Sunday
fearing a setback said yester-
day that they were still hoping
for the best

‘I won't say that there is no
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By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

uncertainty,” said a Bangladesh
official. -

"We are waiting fer word
from Islamabad,” said 1ligh
Commissioner Anwar Kemal,
who refused to confirm last
night that the repatriation
would not take place.

Kemal, reached by phone,
however, sounded noncommit-
tal as he said that with only
three days leflt "we have logis-
tical problems".

“I don't say that it will not
take place (by the stipulated
December 31)", the High
Commissioner evaded a direct
reply but said that the re-
ported visit of Punjab Chief
Minister Golam Hyder Wyne
was unlikely within the next
two days.

Wyne,

whose province

would be home to the re-
lurnees, lold a delegation of
the stranded Pakistanis
December 12 that he would be
in Dhaka to witness the sym-
bolic repatriation of the 50
familics.

Prime

Minister Nawaz

Sharil also sald the same day .

that the process would start by
this ycar end as promised ear-
ler.

Because of what Pak author-
ities termed domestic prob-
lems, the first batch of would-

be returnees was reduced to a

* token 50 families from 3000

families, as announced during
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia's visit to Pakistan of a total
238000 refugees staying in 66
camps across Bangladesh.

The token repatriation was

planned to give credence to
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Hindus, Muslims reject Rao formula
Ayodhya admn allows
puja at makeshift
temple

NEW DELHI, Dec 28: Hindu

the commitment by Pakistan's | protesters clashed with police

highest political leadership
lhfl the process of l'.ahlnF the
recfugees to their cherished
homeland would start by this
year,

Islamabad said in August
that 3000 families would be
taken inftially for whom hous-
ing f(acilities were being made
in sclected arcas of the Punjab
province.

Pakistan officials now say
extensive [loods in the
province have delayed the
completion of housing settle-
ments and therefore the repa-
triation in [ull swing would be
deferred by a few months.

Such as announcement in
Islamabad by a Pakistan minis-
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hcre today as Hindu and
Muslim leaders rejected an
atlempt by Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao to forge a com-
promise over a tloppled

mosque in Ayodhya, reports
AFP

The Press Trust of India
(PT1) reported mecanwhile that
the autherities in Ayodhya had
allowed a first batch of Hindu
holy men to pray today at a
makeshiflt Hindu temple
erected on the rubble of the
Babri Mosque.

MPolice arrested some 2,000
activists of the pro-Hindu
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP,
Indian People’'s Party) as the
protesters turned a New Delhd

. district into a virtual battlefield

o step up their anti-mosque

Nine BJP activists and sev-
cral officers were in
the two-hour :h-ww
which police used water can-
nons and tcar gas to disperse
the protesters.

BJP saidd today's action
was also to protest the arrest
of party leader Lal Krishna
Advard, who had been In cus-
tody since the Moghul-built
mosque was toppled on
December 6.

The clashes came in the
wake of a government an-
nouncement Sunday that ft was
taking over the disputed site
in Ayodhya and that two trusts
would be set up shortly to

bufld a mosque and a lemple

Saifur sees

FFinance Minister M Saifur
Rahman ycstcrday said, excel-
lent investment climate has
been created to which the
banking sector should respond
lo crcate growth in the real
scctors, reporis [ISS.

Nationalised Commercial
Banks (NCBs) and Develop-
ment Financial Institutions
(DFls) have been advised to
reduce [urther their lending
ratcs commensurate with the
nceds of the eco :

The Finance Minister was
presiding over a review mect-
ing on overall investment situ-
ation of the country with con-
cerned secretaries, members
of the Planning Commission,

“Chairman = _anpd lemﬁl‘i
Direc-tors of banks and gﬂ

officials at the conference
room of the finance division. L
K Siddique, MP, A T M
Alamgir, MP, Amir Khashru
Mahmud Chowdhury, MP and

'Governor, DBangladesh Bank,

were among others present.

- are expected in s

The mecting had an iIn-
depth discussion on the pre-
vailing investment situation of
the country and noted with
salisfaction that export and
import had registered signifi-
cant OVET CoTTES .
ing period of last year. It was
also noted that remarkable
success had been achieved in
containing inflation (CPI) at 5
per cent, sizeable surpluses
of de-
velopment expenditure and
the structural benchmarks for
revenue collection, both tax

and non-tax, had been
- achicved.
The meeting noted that

E:wlh ol curremt wdilure
‘been o less

Development Product (GDP)
and cxternal current account
deflicit has been redueed to 3
per eent of the GDP. '
The Finafce Minister di-
rected the banks to shun old
Sce Pagge 12 Col 6

Major parties bracﬁlg themselves

~ for pourasava polls

Major political partics in-
cluding the DBNP and the
Awami League (AL) are atlach-
ing special importance to the
forthcoming clections Lo the
country's pourasavas (munici-
palitics) that the Jatiya Sang-
sad has recognised as ad-
ministrative units.

The JS in its last session
passed a bill making each of
the municipalities and the
union parishads ol the country
administrative units of the
government.

With the boost to the status
and autherity of the poura-
shavas, the mainstream poli-
tical parties have meantime
stcpped up efforts aimed at
gaining political advantage by
participating in the polls,
scheduled to be held January
J0 ncxl year.

According to sources, both
the BNP and thc AL have al-

- ready begun frantic searches to

find suitable candidates for the
clections with a view to estab-
lishing their dominance over
the urban-based local govern-
ment units as well as testing
their popularity in the munici-
pal arcas. .
According to rcports re-
ceived in Dhaka, electioneer-

ing is going on in 92 of the

106 pourashavas where ballot-
ing is scheduled for January
30. Intending cdndidates for
the posts of Chairmen and
Commissioners are campaign-
ing in their respective arcas.

By Nazmul Ashraf

Volers are being approached

ane graffiti appearing in lavour
ol candidatles belonging to dif-
ferent political partics and also
the independent candidates.

The ruling BNP, sources
said, had asked its local units
at the pourashavas to list
prospcclive candidates,

A meeting of the BNP cen-
tral leaders recently empow-
cred the MPs and local leaders
lo finalise the list ol candi-
dates. The meeting also dis-
cussed disciplinary action
against the violators of party
decision. BNP wiil adopt mea-
surcs for a widespread cam-
paign at the January 20 meel-
ing of its central committec,
party sources said and added
that ministers, MPs and other
leaders of the party would visit
the municipalitics soon.

As per instruction of the
central committee, district-
level leaders of the Al have
meantime sclecled Lheir can-
didates in many places,
sources said adding that the
task would be completed soon,

The AL has placed utmost
importance to thc pourasava
polls to maintain its previous
records in such clections,

Having won back scats that
fell vacant following deaths of
some party MPs, Al i{s now
conflident of winning public
support. Central leaders and
MPs have decided to tour the
pourashavas soon, sources said.

Jatiya Party is also choosing

candidates for the electfons
with a vicw to reactivaling the
party and strengthening it.
Jamaat-c-Islami may also lield
candidates for the pourasava
polls where the party has rea-
sonablc strength.

The Election Commission
has drafted a set of proposals
for the government to cnsure
frec and fair elections, EC so-
urces said adding that the pro-
posals would be submitted to
the higher authorities after the
Chiel Election Commissioner

- returns home January 4.

The proposals include: en-
suring adcquate security at the
polling centres, keeping the
administration neutral and free
from political influence and
strict implemenlation of the
code of conduct.

Out of the 106 pourashavas,
clections will be held in 92
January 30. Polls in the re-
maining 14 pourashavas arc
not being held due to disputes
over arca-selection and ward-
division.

This will be the [ilth
pourasava polls in the country,
the last being held January 3,
1989,

January 6 has been fixed for
submission of nomination pa-
pers that will be scrutinised
the following day.

According to the election
schedule announced by the
Election Commissioni, candida-
tur¢s can be withdrawn Ja-
nuary 13 at the latest.

Maintain campus
peace, PM asks
RU teachers

The Syndicate members
and leachers of Rajshahi Uni-
versity called on Prime Mi-
nister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her office Monday evening, re-
ports UNB,

led by Vice-Chaneellor Prof
Anisur Rahman, the delegation
apprised the Prime Minister of
dilferent problems of the uni-
versity.

Begum Zia assured that the
problems will be solved in
phases and sought cooperation
of the teachers in implement-
ing dillerent development
programmes of the govern-
ment.

She urged them to maintain
congenial and peaceful atmo-
sphere on the campus.

The Prime Minister also
announced that an ambulance
will be provided for the uni-
versity.

Education Minister Ba-
rrister Jamir Uddin Sircar was
present during the mecting,

Mongla port
strike
called off

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 28: Loading
and unloading of goods re-
sumed this morning at Mongla
Port here aller a six-day strike.

The union leaders called ofl
the strike following assurance
by the authorities to meet the
workers demands, according
to sources.

Dhaka to set up int'1

science centre

By Staff Correspondent

The International Centre of
Scicnee, Technology and En-
virenment for Densecly Po-
pulated Reglon (ICSTED) will
be sct up in the capital next
year,

This was disclosed yester-
day by Profl Nascerm Rahman,
coordinator of the Inter-
national Centre of Science and
Technology (UNIDO), Trieste,
Italy, at a press briefing at the
Sheraton Hotel

"Bangladesh has been se-
lected as one of the site for
selting up 20 such centres
around the world,” he said
“and the preparatory work is
ahcad of schedule.”

The government has agreed
to provide land and building to
house the centre in Dhaka and
the loundation stone will be
laid sometime in Fcbruary, he
said.

Two possible sites have
been  offered to house the
cenire, one in Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar while the other in
Uttara, by Works Minisler
Raliqul Islam Mian, he added.

"The Prime Minister will
likcly lay the foundation stonc
and Professor Salam has
promised that
present,” he added.

Terming his current visit to
finalise the formalities to set
up the ccntre as a "very suc-
cesslul experience”, he lauded
the government support pro-
vided for it. ~'

Prime Minister DBegum

he would be-

“that initially

Khaleda Zia expressed Bang-
ladcsh's interest in  hosting
the centre in letters to Prof
Abdus Salam, director of the
centre in Trieste, he said.

“The Minister for Energy
and Mineral Resources Dr
Mosharral Hossain personally
attended the last meeting of
the centre in Kuwait, chaired a
scssion and strongly presented
Ba sh's case.”

e proposed centre’'s pri-
mary objective would bg to
deal with problems of dense
populated countries threu
applied research, he said.

“The main concern will be
specially geared towards the
problems of the densely pdpu-
lated countries and it is only
natural that such a centre is
set up in Bangladesh, one of

the most densely rﬁrpulltnd
countries in the world.”

No fundamental research
would be donc at the centre,

he said, which is too ﬂruhre
and would be impossible to

susiain.

"However, results ol ad-
vanced research done in de-
veloped countries would be
applied here and we hope that
not only Bangladesh bene-
fit from it but also other
densc pulated regions of
the wz'ltr':

Prol Rahman pointed out
five broad arcas
have been selected for re-
scarch by the cenlre in
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US sends warship

WASHINGTON, Dec 28 :
The United States is dispatch-
ing the aircralt carrier Kilty
lHawk [rom Somali coastal wa-
ters to the Gull in response to
Iraqi attempis lo penetrate
the no-fly zene over southern
Iraq, Pentagon officials said
Monday, reports AP,

Irag, meanwhile, Monday
vowed to retaliate for the
downing of its jet and the govt-
controlled media termed US

aggression as insolent aggres-
slon. :

A US fighter plane shol
down an lragi MIG which was
Nying below the 32nd lel
over Iraq on Sunday, the first

incident of its kind since the

no-fly zone was established last

Augfusl.

The United States normally’
has had a carricr stationed in
the Gull-Arabian Sea arca bul
none has been present since
the buildup of US forces in
Somalia began earlier this
month.

The Kitty Hawk was sent to
Somali coastal waters recent
and is returning to the Gulf
area, with arrival expected in
the next day or two, said the
officials, asking not to be iden-
tilicd. The carrier normally has
about 70 combat aircraft
abroad along with 5,600

Lroops, they said,

Meanwhile, President Bush
and President-clect Clinton say
they are united in their de-
tcrmination to enforce the
UN-imposcd no-fly zone, and
that it would be a mistake for
Saddam Hussein to test their
resolve,

“We are not threatening
anybody, but we must enflorce
those resolutions. He (Saddam
lHussein) must comply with the
UN resolutions,” Bush said
Sunday after US F-16 jets shot
down an lraqgi warplane in the
resiricted area.

The Pentagon said the inci-
dent was sparked when two

f as Iraq

Iragi planes "turned to con-
front” two US planes patrolling
the arca. The fate of the Iragi
pilot was not immediately
known, but the Americans
were not injured, US military
officials said.

Clinton called the incident
"Part of a series of tests” of the
resolve of the international
community to make I[raq
comply with the UN reseolu-
tion.

"Saddam Hussein is mjr.

taken if he believes the United
States or the United Nations
lacks that resolve,” Clinton
sald in Little Rock, Ark. "l
support efforts to bring Iraq

VOWS 1O

into compliance.”

It was the first Iragi atrcraft
downed since an Aug. 27 UN
resolution created a no-fly
zone for Iragi warplanes south
of the 32nd parallel to protect

- Iraqi Shi'ite Muslims from re-

pression by Saddam. There is a
sccond no-[ly zone in northern
Iraq to protect the Kurdish
minority.

Mcanwhile, Iraq vowed
Monday to retaliate for the
downing of one of its military
atreraft by US F-16 fighters.

Baghdad's government-
controlled media deneunced
Sunday’'s Inl:_ru'tlll[ as

"insolent aggression.

retaliate |

But most Arab countries,
which have been aligned
against lraq since am
Hussein invaded Kuwait in
August 1990, were silent.

The official | News
Agency, monitored mu-.
T.\ou:d Baghdad's state-run Al-

umhouriya daily as saying.
This in !

afrcrafl attacked nobody.’

The Iraql army daily Al-
ey o 2 i o
47" s d

Earlier Report on Page 8
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The Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Commitice obscrves
‘National Hatred Day’' today to
prolest the declaration of

a rally in front of
the Jatiya Press Club at 3 in
the afternoon.

The committee has

Scc Page 12 Col 3

Observe 'hatred

in-

Leader of the Op
Parlament Sheikh
called on the
‘national hat

ports UNB,

The day was called by the
Nirmul Committee to register
people’'s anger and hatred
against detained Jamaat leader
Golam Azam.

In a statement, Hasina said
Jamaat-e-Islami which had op-
posed the 197] Liberation War
and helped the Pakistani oc-
cupation forces commit
kﬂm arson and rape was in-
Vo in a "dirty conspiracy
against the national Indepen-
dence and sovereignty.”

The Awami League Pre-
sident charged Jamaat with
violating the country’'s Cons-
titution by declaring "Pakistani
citizen” Golam Azam as its
Ameer. This "fascist communal
quarter” has been killing the
pro-liberation forces indis-
criminately, she alleged.

Ilasina observed that indif-
fcrence and negligence of the
BNP government in imple-
menting the 4-point agree-
ment that envisaged the with-
drawal of so-called sedition
case against 24 personalitics of
Gana Adalgt had gradually
turned the situation critical.

The opposition leader said
politics of coup, killing and
treachery was introduced in
the country with the assassina-
tion of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in 19785,

The Ziaur Rahman .

ment, she alleged, re ili-
See Page 12 Col 8

sina has

le to observe

Dhananjoy
dead

CALCUTTA, Dec 28: Noted
Hengali singer, Dhananjoy
Bhattacharya, whose devdtional
songs enthralled hearts of
many over the decades, died at
a city nursing home yesterday
afler a protracted iliness, ac-
cording to h;:n!'-ﬂn He was

Izr brother of late

70,
E

Pannalal %‘M

singer of the 60s, .
[Ihattacharya earned wide ac-

claim both as a musictan and

music director. He shol into
e with his golden volee as a
playback singer in “Mahap- '
rasthaner Pathe”, a Bengall

See Page 12 |



