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Dhaka, Monday, December 28, 1992

A Twist in the Rohingya
Issue

We féel a deep concern over the latest a devel-
nt in the relations between the UN High
ommissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the
Government of sh, which casts a shadow
over co tion between the two and threatens
to create new complications in what is already a
complex exercise, the repatriation of Rohingya
refugees to Myanmar. True, at this moment, the
damage is largely caused by an exchange of
statements between the two, with the United
States government, rather surprisingly, taki
the side of UNHCR in accusing Dhaka o
"Coercing” the refugees to return to their home-
land and of "Preventing the UN body from fulfill-
its international mandate.”
at makes the development particularly seri-
ous is a_kind of an ulttmatum from the UNHCR

Chief Sadako that her organisation would
EI] out of the refugee management process if

authorities did not review its repatri-
ation . It is, In effect, a veiled threat from a
UN body that no member state of the world body
can take tly, no matter how serious are the
differences between Dhaka and the Geneva-based

organisation. One cannot recall if any such state-
ment had been issueéd by UNHCR to Britain over
the treatment, meted out to Vietnamese refugees
in Hong Kong last year, a treatment that many
human rights bodies regarded as unacceptable or,
for that matter, to some Southeast Asian coun-
tries which, in the eighties, often pushed back
the so-called boat people into the open sea; in-
stead of m them even temporary sanctuary.
Refugees other places, including from Haiti
trying to land in the United States, have also been
victims of indifference of governments. Compared
to these cases, Bangladesh has done reasonably
well — not certainly to everyone's satisfaction —
in handling the issue of repatriation of Rohingya
refugees — despite its lack of resources, political
ures, unhelpful attitude of the Myanmar au-
rities and the deteriorating law and order sit-
uation in the :
Here, we should comment the spirited but re-
strained and dignified defence provided on
Saturday by Foreign Secretary Reaz Rahman of
the government's position, especially on the alle-
gations made by Ogata. It is possible to find a grey
area in Rahman's detailed explanation, but it cer-
tainly makes one wonder il the UNHCR Chief
could not handle the situation without going pub-
lic, B‘Sdpma"'{l when, as the Foreign Secretary re-
vealed, the UN body's South Asia Chief Werner
Blatter had "appreciated" the efforts of
Bangladesh in hand this problem and that too,
only four days earlier. If Blatter was just being
lite, he was ce misleading the authorities
ere, leaving it to his to commit a breach in
the standard dipl that governs the UN's re-
lations with a member state.
What happens next should be a matter of con-
cern [%rcs?ldgahman UNHCE anr? tl;; Gﬂv:rnmcnt of
. ectly right in suggest-
ing the two sides nhouhfe maintain their dialogue.
We will go further and recommend that Dhaka
should be ready to change the modalities re-
lating to the UNHCR's participation in the pro-
mme. Both sides may be guilty of lapses, but
th share the common concern for the safe
repatriation of all the Roh a relugees to their
homeland, under the watchiful eyes of the UN
body. There should, therelore, -be no question of

UNHCR walking out of the scene, thus abdicating
its responsibility for the welfare of nearly quarter
of a million people, the refugees from Myanmar.

Unsavoury Meat

Latest studies in dietetics tend largely to wean
people away from meat-eating. If they knew how
the residents of Dhaka get their daily portion .of
meat, they would taway ban this as poison.
The Daily Star of Sun exposes, albeit superfi-
r:lallﬁ. the problem of meat in the capital city.

Dhaka is going to be one of the most populous
cities of the world in possibly a decade's time.
Which is hardly a happy outlook. The big cities
around the world have E{en resorting to ever new
devices to cope with this snowballing effect in
urban population. Dhaka is lagging far behind in
preparing for the great challenge and, in the bar-
gain badly failing to cope with the needs and
problems of its present anything-beyond-seven-
million population. Nobody is warning that there
is grave danger there and everybody is busy either
in anti-social self-aggradizement or in cowardly
giving in to bu and all kinds of exploitation.

That Dhaka is capitally unfit to take off as a city
befitting the first century of the third millennium
is convincingly proved by the fact that the resi-
dents of the city hardly have any feeling for the
city as their very own and take pleasure in
breaking every law and flouting all regulations
geared to keep such a large mass of people going
about their business of eking out a living with a
sense of satisfaction. The hawkers of the migra-
tory birds are committing crime with impunity
and even felicity. The whole city population in-
cluding those belonging to all the authorities that
have mecrs over people seem not to be dis-
turbed by this open violation of law — rather they
possibly feel grateful to those criminals but for
whom they couldn't have Siberian fowl on their
dinner table. Similar is the case with meat.
Although on the papers there were one or more
meatless days in a week, in practice there was
none for last so many years.

The blame must first go to the municipal au-
thorities who have not been able to provide am-
ple abattoir facilities to cover the meat demand of
a supposedly cig‘ht million population. And they
have not enough enforcement manpower either.
No one can be blamed for suspecting that rather
than making the three meatless days of the week
truly meatless they are more interested in col-
lecting fine money that only infringements of law
can generate. :

The bird offenders are seasonal culprits but the
butchers slaughter animals round the year on any
point of the road network they please, foul uﬁ
whole areas of the city for years on end. “
meat that comes from such spot is sold without
the health seal it must carry the municipal
veterinarian. As in the case of the migratory
birds, both the criminally actug butchers and the
meat patrons join each other in making an
unfit-for- hole of this city.

The bottom-line for all eaters of meat should
be: Don't buy meat on the three meatless days —
whatever the pressure from the family and, don't
buy meat that doesn't carry the proper seal.
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Kuwail. Eve appea-
red to be sy with
something or the other

connected with Lthe first-ever
election to choose a -
resentative Legislature. u..J’y
anyone was brooding over the
[act that only two ycars ago
this efl-rich emirate, having an
area of 6877 miles
ly the size of one
cighth of Bangladesh, was un-
der the occupation of the in-
vading lraqi army and that
some months later it became
the theatre for a full-scale war
which was one of the Rercest
since the Korean and Vietnam
wars.

| reached Kuwail City on
October 02 to be in time to ob-
serve the election procecdings
of October 5. As we moved
around the cily we were sur-
prised at the casc with which
the people had reconstructed
their war- torn life and at the
robust confidence with which
they were looking at the fu-
ture. What worked behind that
sense of security was the
thought that they were not
alone in their hour ol peace as
they were not alone in their
dark hours of horror. They had
riends, real (rends.

In fact, as | soon found out,
the sense of security the
Kuwaitis were enjoying was
psychological rather than real.
They were literally living on
top of a live volcano made up of
hundreds ol thousands ol tons
ol mines, explosives and body
traps planted by the Iragis to
secure their occupation and

Bangladesh Army Engineers

Making Kuwait Safe for All

unexploded. An estimated onc
were el
Iraqts before
quitting a view of this
volcano when Col. Abdul Halix
Bangladcsh Army

me e visit on

8 a large desolated
sector of pure sand about 78
kilometer northwest of Kuwait
city 1o see how the three guest
battalions of our army wecre
clearing dangerous explostves.
The contingent drawn mainly
from the Corps of Engincers,
to which our chiel of army stall
General Nuruddin Khan him-
scif belongs, has been as-
signed, under an agrcement
signed between the two gov-
ernments on 10 November
1991, an arca of about 3300 sq
KM soulth of Iraqi border and
wesl of Kuwait-Basra highway
to be cleared of explosives by
March 1994, The very topog-
raphy ol the area made it obwi-
ous that this was a very strate-
gic picee of land from the Iraqgt
point of view and perhaps 1o
use it as the linal batteground
it was duly prepared by dump-

by Enayetullah Khan who recently visited Kuwait

Exclusive to The Siar

ing a huge quantity of logistic
ammunitions and explosives
lor the armoured divisions of
the much publicised Repub-
lican Guards.

Although apparently awe in-
spiring the terrilory’'s danger
was hardly reflected on the
laces of our-troops. What was
rellecied was fhe work of the
extreme desert weather — 56

degree centigrade of heat
during day dropping to zero
degree al night with sand
storms lashing them all the
time. In answer (o my anxious
queries the soldiers said the
weather looked inhospitable in
the beginning but nething
compared to the risk and dare
involved in their task. So
quickly they learnt to ignore
the weather and down to
the dangerous of clearing
the explosives. They showed
no emotion in cxplaining to
me that what matiered to
them then and now was the
honour ol the fag they were
carrying and cven the risk of
death would not deter them
[rom discharging their as-
signced duty.

Commander Mallik said the
hazard involved had increascd
manilold because thousands of

cluster bombs and mincs and
thousands of tons of ammuni-
tions and expiosives had been
under cxposure of exireme
wealher ronditions for a long
pcriod and many of ithese
itcms had sunk in the ground
duc 1o drifting of sand. But he
hastcned to add that his offi-
cers and men were deter-
mincd to fight all ndds of the
?:r:rlthn and make area safc
r the brothe people of
Kuwaft. =
During the day-long visit |
was first taken to Al-Jahra, 40
Km from Kuwait city for a
bricfing at the Bangladesh
Army Clearance Operations
headquarters and then to
Regsah, 22 km northwest of
Jahra, to see same activities of
an Engineer battalion
central demolition, ammuni-
tion bunkers, missiles and
launchers, underground tanks
and iunl and searching and
breaching. Next | was taken to
Umm Al- Guati, 4 km further
[rom Regsah to see more ex-
plesives clearance operations
and visited some Iragi under-
ground bunkers and water
lanks. Col Mallik and the local
commanders readily answered
my querics. In the company of
robustly confident Bangladeshi

:
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ry | wondered

western nations but they
unaware of the traning and
competence of our Corps of
Engincers and their expert-
ence al home and abroad.
When Bangladesh was liberated
in 1971 after a 9-month war
thcy had to undertake a  simi-
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The writér (s the Chief
Bangladesh (UNB] and of the

lar Lask over a much bigger Dhaka Courfer.

dropped by the allied forces to
ENTILES and Jows, in
the finnermost corner

G of your heart, are you

honestly displeased at what is
happening in Bosnia-
Herzegovina? | think not. Are
you not a little apprchensive
about the possibility of a
Muslim majority state in the

_heart of Europe? | think you

are.
Have you deluded yourself
into thinking that there is
nothing you can do in that an-
archy-ridden country that will
make a difference? | think you
have.

You made sure that this
would be a onc-sided war by
cmbargoing arms shipments to
Bosnia, knowing full well that
the Serbs will turn all the for-
mer Yugoslavian [irepower—
heavy artillery, warplancs — on
the Bosnians, as they have.
This is a fundamental error you
refusc to correct 1o this da

dollar mania seems to

have gripped Burma
which is in despcrate

need of foreign exchange.

Maintaining a foreign cur-
rency account or buying goods
with dollars has become a sta-
tus symbol in this country, now
officially known as Myanmar.

The dollar mania allects
both the citizenry and the gov-
ernment. The junta-led gov-
ernment plans to lease its em-
bassy in Singapore to a devel-
oper and will instead rent a
ncw building for its mission in
the island
Unconfirmed reports, never
denied, have it that it has also
sold part of ils embassy in
Tokye.

And after 26 years of
"socialist reconstruction,” the
government has turned to the
privatisation of many of its as-

| scts in a bid to turn around

unproductive factories into

dollar-earners.

Recently, a new Ministry of
Tourism was established with
an eye on dollar-bearing visi-
tors, Myanmar plans to lure
200,000 tourists into the
country, an ambitious pro-
gramme given the current
20.000 tourist arrivals each

year.

The ruling State Law and
Order Restoration Couneil
([SLORC) is determined to earn
as much foreign exchange
amidst a suspension of foreign
aid and an external debt of
USS4 billion. Foreign donors

have suspended all aids and

loans after the SLORC staged a
coup in 1987 that ended not

| only a rigid onc-party rule but

republic. ¢

Don't Ignore Muslims' Cries in Bosnia

by Fakhruddin Ahmed

AS THE SERBS violale
ceasc-fire aflter cease-fire, flout
onc UN resolution afller an-
other, you purport to punish
them with yet another unen
forced, oothless resolution. As
you become more and more
crealive in suggesting ways to
punish Iraq, it probably has not
oecurred to you thal the Serbs
also merit some punishment.

Genltiles and Jews, how
would you feel if your daugh-
ters and wives were raped and
then held captive until they
gave birth o bastards? Why,
then, this deadly silences as
the Secrbs violate Muslim
women to their hearts' con-
lent? Where is Elie Weise? Or
is your eloquence rescrved
only for the defense of your co-
rcligonists? low ironic that
Islam's holy book, the Korcvan,

Dollar

also a pro-democracy move-
ment which toppled the
former regime. :

Donor countries are

still

- dissaltisflied with the way the

military has handled the pro-
democracy movement, forcing
hundreds il not thousands ol
sludents and other actlivisls
into the underground or into
scll-exile, mainly in Thailand.
There have also been reports
of forced labour used as
porters in military anti-insur-
gency drives and other alleged
human rights violations which
are always denied by the mili-
tary.

None ol the donor countrics
has resumed aids and loans
except for seclected ongoing
projects. And these countries
arc still calling for the release
of political detainees, includ-
ing Nobel laureate Aung San
Suu Kyi, and the speedy trans-
fer of power to a still uncon-
vened legislature elected in
1990.

Myanmar's estimated ex-
ternal debt of USS4.2 billion
has gone down to just around
US$4 billion as Japan, which
has converted all loans prior to
1978 into outright grants, has
been turning Myanmar's re-

payments into debt relief
grants,
France has cancelled

Myanmar's outstanding debt of
about USS83 million. Germany
has also decided to turn
Myanmar's outstanding debts
into outlrighl grants.

tcaches us to respect the
Christans and Jews as the de-
cent “People of the Hook,”

Gentiles and Jews, would
you nol go berscrk il you had
evidence that 3,000 of your
own men, women and children
were massacred by Lhe savages
in the concentration camps?
Well, the Serbs have done this
lo the Muslims.

And whal docs the Siate
Department of the most pow-
erful nation on Earth do?
Fearlessly, it passes on the in-
formation to the United
Nations. No moral outrage
shakes the Earth. No action is
demanded by the president of
the nation "ugder God.”
Europc points toward the
United States; the United

Slates  points  toward the
United Nations., The buck is
passcd.

President Bush, when
someone mentlions lraqg lo you,
you turn into a roaring liger.
When Bosnia- Herzegovina s
menifoned you are a helpless
"Chicken George.” All the
United States and the United
Nattons arc willing to do is
[ced the Bosnians until such
time when the Serbs sec it fit
to butcher them.

When you were finding 1t
difficult to stomach the im-
pending gull war, Margarelt
Thatcher had supposcdly
steadicd you: "This 1s not time
lo  get wobbly, George”
Thatcher was not quite suc-
cesslul In convertin ou, ft

scems. Bush has ignored her
plea to arm the Bosntans for
s¢if-defense.

Everyone is giving up any
hopc that the Mudlims can be
saved, 11 is so casy to give up
when  the  people being
butchered are not your own.

The West rules the Earth
with cconomic and military
power. Is the West forgelling
that while it ean subduc people
with force and seduce them
with moncy, it can only win
them over with moral power?
Tolerance of sueh barbaric acts
by your own kind is chipping
away at your moral authority.

Third World, in the hcight
of Supcrpower rivalry, you
strutted with such naive and
refreshing idealism. Nowadays,
you cxhibit an ineredible ca-
pacily for sclf- destruction.

Mania Hits Myanmar

Minn Thu writes from Rangoon

While foreign exchange reserves are reportedly low,
analysts wonder where Burma got US$ 1 billion to
pay for arms and equipment bought from China

Still, critics arc quick to
note that while the country's
forcign cxchange reserves are
low, Myanmar has bought over
US81 billion worth of arms
and equipment from China and
also some helicopters from
Poland, according to still un-
denied reports. Diplomatic an-
alysts in fact are wondering
where the country gets these
funds.

Still, under an open-door
policy, the SLORC has long en-
couraged citizens to open for-
eign currency bank accounts
with the state-run Myanmar

"~ Foreign Trade Bank. Prior to

the coup, this was a privilege
enjoyed only by seamen serv-
ing abroad and official delega-
tions.

Today, local companies have
foreign currency accounts. So
do citizens who have sold
gems al state-run emporiums,
landlords who charge their
rent in dollars and employees
working with foreign firms.

Cars, motorcycles and other
consumer goods sent on con-
signmeni basis are sold in for-
eign exchange as well as in ky-
ats calculate, at the unoflicial
ralc of exchange. The official
ratc has flNoated at around six

Sir, Subsidy to dillerent
seclor corporations has be-
come a routine feature in
Bangladesh. Every year gov-
ernment is subsidizing crores
of Taka to the losing sector
em-
ployees, officers and trade
unions take the subsidy for
granted .and do not feel any
urge o work hard Lo overcome
the loss and carn profit for the
corporations.

" While the government has
withdrawn subsidy [from the
poor [armers whosc contribu-
tion to national income Is max-
imum, continuation of huge

subsidy (o the losing soctor.

corporatlions makes no ceco-
nomic and moral scnse. Unless

—— e ————— — B

kyats to the dollar which
fetches about 20 times more in
the black market.

Those who do not have the
foreign currcney buy the dol-
lars from those with the dollar
accounts, paying the black
market rate which varies ac-
cording to the type of com-
meodity being bought.

When the government re-
cently announced in October it
will install telephones faster
for those who could pay in
dollars, there was a rush for
the currency and the black-
market rate shot up 30 times.
Some 3,774 people applied for
ttlephones in the first two
days of the olfer alone, despite
the still US81, 100 installation
fee.

More significant, after 26
years of "socialist construction”
which saw hundreds of enter-
prises turned into statc prop-
erty, Myanmar is now turning
to privatisation. About a hun-
dred [actories and mills have
been leased to the private
sector on a joint venture basis,
with options to buy. The move
comes at a time when the
SLORC, now in its fifth year of
power, designated 1992 as the
vear of ceconomie developmwent.

Since it came to power, Lhe
SLORC has declared an open
door policy now being empha-
sised as a market economy.
The private sector has becn al-
lowed to participate not only
in the export and import trade
but also in the production
sector, an area [rom which it
was banned by the former
regime.

Fishing rights in Burmese
waters have been granted to
foreign firms while the privale
sector has been urged to take
up fish and prawn production.
According to Livestock and
Fisheries Minister Maung
Maung, an air force brigadier, a
ton of selected fish could fetch
up to USS 3,000 while a ton of
prawns USS$ 7,000.

Timber logging concessions
have also been granted to Thai
firms. Along the Thai-Burmese
border, some 14 foreign oil
companies have been allowed
to explore and exploit both
land and offshore ofl deposits
under production sharing
agreements.

In addition to two private
banks, Myanmar has permitted
the Thai Military Bank to open
a branch iIn Yangoon
(Rangoon), the capital, making
it the first forecign bank to get
an nperafg licence. Myanmar
nationali 10 foreign banks
and 14 national banks in 1963,
followed by the nationalisation
of industries, schools, hospi-

Lils and even big slores in

subsidy is withdrawn, cxisting

lethargy, indiscipline and
mismanagement will centinuc
lo plague the scctor corpora-
tions. ;

Hence, without further
delay, all subsidics te scctor
corporations should be with-
drawn and they should be paid
on the basis of the earnings
made the relevant corpora-
tions r mecting other fixed
cosis, |

After careful scrutiny
and analysis, targcts should be
fixed for each corporation.

They have to reach a minimum
larget for drawing [ull salary, if
they can exceed Lhe larget
t be allowed bonus and
Tt ail Lo reach the target,
they will get proportionately
less pay. Some such arrange-
ments will induee Lhe workers

and management to put in
their best and make the cor-
porations cconomically viable,
Just because trade unions are
strong and volalile, corpora-
lions cannot be paid huge sub-
sidy from the public exchequer
which is virtually dealing a
devastating blow to national
economic development.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment.

Gas connection to
Sir, Of late Petro Bangla un-
der instruction from the Prime

Minister has laid gas pipe lines
in the nearby villages of

Kailastila gas field. We highly

appreciate this ure as Lhis

is going to fulfil a pleged of the
honourable Prime Minister.

But most ol the homesteads
are situated at a distance from
the pipe line. This is unlfke
urban areas where kilchens
arc within a few yards of the
gas line and that it costs very

little to take gas connection.
People in the rural ‘arcas arc
moslly poor and it will be diffi-

I

cult for them o spend around
Taka twenty thousand for tak-
ing a domestic connection. So
the purpase of laying the gas
line around the villages of
Kailastila will not be scrved
unless the lines are extended
further and taken within a few
yards of the houses. .

May | therefore request the
Petro Bangla to be thoughtful
enough to extend their pipe
lincs to atleast ten yards of the
houses Lo facilitale gas con-
neglion to Lhese village home-
sicads. Gas from Lhis arca is
feeding far Mung arcas of
Ashugoni, Dhaka ctc. And if the
local people are not helped by
cxtending the gas line a little
it will be very unfortunate. Will
the relevant authoritics look
inte it?

Kanita Ridwana
Fulbari. Golapganj
Sylhet.

Political unity
Sir, The nation has cele-

brated 2Ist Vietory Day on
December 16, 1992. On Lhe
day | read a lot of statements

Jitieal conlroversies and

in the newspaper from our cs-
tcemed  political leaders of
both the sides. [I seems Lhal
even afller restoration of
democraecy in. the country
there still exists a sort of polit-
ical racism between the main
political parties which is seri-
ously hindering our smooth
movement o prosperity and
development.

Can't we fix the status of the
late leaders Shieckh Mujibur
[thman and Ziaur Rahman to
the right places o bridge po-
con-
Nicts? National unity is ihdis-
pensable for making our cver
weeping poor Bangladesh inlo
a smiling, happy and prosper-
ous socicty.

M Zahidul | h
Assistant l':.lllr
Bangladesh Agricultural
College, Dhalka.

that four hundred Palestinian
have been expelled Inrael
and they have been deported
in a no man's land bordering
srac] and Lebanon. All the four

Astan- Alfrican stalwarts such as
China. India and Zimbabwe
have opposcd cvery UN mowe
o help Bosnta- |Hicracgovina.
This is not a good lime to
be a Muslim. Al a time when
the Muslims have sold Ltheir
soul to the West for a pittance,
Time magazine picks the
Crusadcs as the most impor-
tant cvent al the last millen-
nfum. Somali Muslims languish
in starvation. Floods drown
Lthousands ol Pakistanis. An
carthquake dcevasiates Cailro,
Muslims continuously fight
Muslims inconclusively, and
destroy cach other with the
help of so-called allies. |
Humanity, why don't you
declare Bosnia-lle na a
"No Ethnie Cleansing Zone?”

Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed is a
member of the Islamic Soctety
of Central Jersey. As scientist,
Ahmed lives in West Windsor
Township.

1964 .

IFactories now available for
Icase include those making
tiles, fcc, wheat, metals, ec-
ramics, umbrellas, fountain
pens, painis and jute. Four
flour mills were auctioned off
for USS 4.765 million and four
ice [actories fetched about US$
I million.

Privale participation has
also been permitied in the
mining of jade, gems, tin and
tlungsten. The state-run soap
factory has also begun accept-
ing orders from the private
scctor, enabling it to earn
US810 million in the last
three years or so.

During Myanmar's socialist
days, literally none of the
state-run establishments was
able to supply consumer de-
mands becausec ol inefficiency,
worn out machineries which
lacked spare parts and the
shortage of raw materials, ana-
lysts say.

Rationing and quota sys-
tems e , and most con-

sumer s went to [avoured
persons and to ernment
officials. Some q:E LE'hcl:rlu
which had no r

Rastiiity stative whils Toaat

fictent energy supply led to
production decline, analysts
point out.

Even government depart-
ments had to buy and
fuel oils from the mar-
kel. "Socialist construction,” in

fact, encouraged s £

and the black market which
ran parallel to the economy
literally right throughout the
socialist days. '

— Depthneus Asia

hundred Palestinians have
been suspected to be eon-
nected with the radieal fun-
damentalists Hama and Islamic
Jihad cn;:m.uon. Depor-
Lalion on basis ol suspicion
is inhuman and clear Lion
of human rights. Israel could

have (ried the suspccted
pcrsons kecping them Inside

~ lsracl.

This Lype of deporiation
will surely hamper the
progress of Lthe ongoing pcace
talk. | would request the:
Amnesly International and
other governmenis of the
world o pul pressure on lsracl
to lake back the 400
Palestinians in Isracl and allow
them to live there in a civilised

WAy,
Mahbubul Hagque Chowdhury
Sonali BBank, Dhaka.



