for varsity autonomy

By Staff Correspondent

The Federation of Bang-
ladesh Unive Teachers
Associations A) Saturday

demanded the immediate for-
mulation of a u act

full autonomy to the
Agricultural, Engincering and
the islami universities.

This was adopted in a reso-
lation at an  executive council
moeting of the Federation heid
on Friday al the Dhaka Uni-
versity Club, according to a
statement fissued by the
Federation. '

Presided over by Professor
SMA ' President of the
Federation, the meeting also
expressed concern at the
move to amend the Unive
ordinance and called for the
immediate 1 tation of
the scale and allowances

of the teachers.

The noted that a
‘democratic mance’ was yet
to be formulated for the
Agricultural and Engineering
universitics tho a. govern-
ment decision to that effect
was taken in 1986. However
none has yet been formulated
for the Islami University.

The meeting also noted that
lhc teachers associations of

the respective universities

have already formulated draft
ordinances.

“The federation of the uni-
versity teachers associations
strongly demanded of the gov-
ernment nt‘hc immediate for-
mulation of a university act, in
light of the present democra-
tic system, incorporating full
autonomy to the aforemen-
tioned universities,” the reso-
lation read.

The Federation also ex-
pressed concern at thé move
taken by the Education Minis-
Lry lamentary Commitiee
to amend the University
Ordinance of 1973.

"Amending or changing the
University Ordinance of 1973,
without any discussions with
the respective university tea-
chers. association and the
Federation, will not be accept-
able, under any circumstances,
to the university teachers,” the
resolution warned.

The meeting also called for
the immediate implementation
of the demands, regarding
teachers’ allowances and re-
moval of wage-scale disparities
of professors, already placed
with the wage commission.

UNHCR,US charges

From Page |1 Col 4 :
we would ask whether you (the
refugees) want to go or not.”

Under the agreement, he
-said, two small batches — 63

~ people on October 12 and 104

peoplc on Oelober 3] — of
refugees were sent back home.
The crisis arose when the
third batch was being sent on
November 28.

Earlier, the repatriation be-
gan symbolicglly with 49 going
home out of some 300 willing
Rohi waiting in the tran-
sil camp, he said. } :

But, the Foreign Secretary
wondercd, aflter the third
batch was repatriated with
oint monitoring by both

ngladesh government and
UNHCR officials, a UNHCR ol-
ficial charged that some of
them had been sent forcibly.

Of the total 932 people sent
in the baich on November 25,
Rahman said, the UNHCR offi-
cial claimed the next day that
42 (amilies were repatriated
against their will and insisted
‘we must interview them (the

n:ﬁl[cul hlq:ndmﬂf’
a slage when

a larger
numhcr of people expressed
their willingness to go back,
Gurge Chapunda, the number
two man at UNHCR here, came
with the suggestion, "We must
rencgotiate this understanding
[October 8 accord) an annoyed
Rahman said.

With less than 200 people
repatriated out of a quarter of a
milllon of refugees, some
*UNHCR officials unncecssarily
raised a huc and cry creating a
stalemate”.

"Il we were 1o send them
forcibly, we could have sent

them in large numbers”,
Rahman '

The Foreign Secretary,
however, replied in the nega-
tive to a question whether
Bangladesh would bdgc any
formal protest against any of
the statements saying “We go
on the basis of —
will conlinue to talk™.

"We have always pursued a
constructive and moderate line
in our forcign policy,” Rahman
added. '

He said that he was
“hopeful” about an carly end to
the stalemale caused by
UNIICR's unilalcral back-out
from the October 8 agreement
that stipulated joint interview
of the refugees prior to. their
return. ' :

Rahman also alfirmed that
the repatriation would con-
tinue “since il is purely on vol-
untary basis”, = .

On Wednesday's UNHCR
statement, the Furclgn
Secretary ex surprise
since he only three days
age, on December 23, a
UNHCR letter "appreciated”
Bangladesh's efforts in the

ling of the refugees, when

Werner Blatter, the UN body's -

South Asia chief, left Dhaka.

Bangladesh is a democracy
with a representative pariia-
ment and a frec
none has ever said that a
refugee has been pushed back
forcibly, the Foreign Secretary
asscried.

Giving a chronology of
events since the influx began,
Rahman listed Bangladesh's ef-
forts to ensure the well- hcing
of the refugees and said "every
possible step has been made by
the government of Bangladesh

. We have raiscd every single
pn‘lnt during our periodic

- meetings with Myanmar aflairs

. even whether the Rohingya
Hulliﬂ'll would rhe allowed to
eall for rom mosques”.

e from the
crises in different
of the world, Rahman

© slon,

million US dollars in terms of
forestry, said for a "huge man-
power deployment” —-#nll for
the refugees. A total 438 Class
One officers are deputed to
take care of the refugees.

. The government of
Bangladesh did not do any-
thing to stop the refugces
coming as they were fleeing

persecution . . . every refugee
was given I'reem:d,unhmdcmd
access to sh”, Rahman

reminded, "then we applicd to
UN . . . we approached all the
parties . . . the ASEAN, China
to put pressure on Myanmar to
change the situation”, For two-
and-a-hall months,- we took
care of the refugees with our
scarce resources . . . then
UNHCR took charge of the re-
lief operation . . . Jan Eliasson
came”.

During the Myanmar
Foreign Minister Ohn Gyaw's
visit that resulted in a bilateral
accord, Rahman said,
Bangladesh sought a tripartite
agreement involving the
UNHCR. "We had kept pres-
sure on Myanmar for any im-

partial presence on beth
sides”. o
When the May 15 deadline

was set, the Foreign Secretary
recalled, the UNHCR said that
"May 15 was too earlier a date”.
“Then June went by, July ..
. August . . . until September
not a single refugee returned.”
“We had our internal pressure.
. political pressure . . . but
not a single refugee was
pushed out . . . not one”, an
angry Foreign Secretary re-
minded.
Describing the repatriation
process a “complex situation”. |
he referred to the killing of a

willing wife by a reluctant hus- |

band on November 9. "When
husband wants to go back, but
wife doesn’t or vice versa . . .
how would you describe it".

Refuting the UNHCR allega-
tion on security situation in
the refugee camps Rahman
asked , "Can you cite any in-
stance in the world
where law enforcing k:fenr:y
men have been attac
there has been no reaction?”

"A magistrate who tries to
maintain law and order is
beaten unconscious 1"

The UNHCR statement said
that “"beatings, violence,
demonstrations and other in-

eidents” had taken place in the

camps resulting in deaths,

Whatever steps had been
laken were driven against very

few criminal clements " as

_you all know there were peu-

ple cartying arms.

re were many diverse

clements who are w:tl:d in-
terests,  smugglers, political
activists . and ol coursc
there are , innocentl
ple . . . how would you deal
with such a situation?” -

On the charge that UNHCR
personnel were denied access
o the camps, he said, “There
is total transparency en our
side . there was pressurc
from our own people . . . why
was there no pressure on
Myanmar ?°

Hotel work:ars
attack Daily
Azadi office

CHITTAGONG, Dec 26: A
group of hotel workers al-
legedly atfacked Dainik Azadi

with bombs at Momin
Road here this afliternoon and
threatened the working jour-
nalists of the paper with dire

consequences, reports BSS.

.\ccurding to th: m-nngc
ment of the Daily, a group of
hotel workers attacked the
Azadi office and sel I;Iyr: 'ﬁ:
some co of the dai
n'lemhcr:':f' the hotel workers
union, ‘white passing by the
ncwspaper office in a proces-
also threalened

working journalists on duty.

b Ghe Emlu ,ﬁtar
BFUTA demands act|[

=

ime Hliﬂﬂ Btfﬂln M lil M a plbht meeting at Eidgnh Hluhn in

essore yesterday.

PM: Terrorism

From Page |1 Col 4

places with equal im
Earlier, Tariqul Islam plea

ded for upgradation of Jessore |

M M College, setting up of
youlh training centre, impro-
vement of Jessore-Magura
road, improvement ol Jessore
Sadar Hospital and finding
solution , to watcr-logging
problem of Beel Dakatia.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister
laid the foundation stone of a
reformatory school for juvenile

' delinquents on over [ive acres

of land here today.

Armed forces
From Page 1 Col 5
a [lypast by air force planes,
Ministers, MPs, diplomats,
Air and Navy Chiels and senior

civil and military officials wit-

ncssed the colourful parade
and llypast.

I"light Cadet Under Officer
Mohammed Shariful Islam of
thc GD Pilot Course won the
Sword of Honour as the best
all-round cadet.

The Comrnander's Trophy
for best in gencral service

training of the GDP went to |

Flight Cadet Wing Under
Officer Syed Masud Hassan
while the Osmani Gold Medal
for best performance in educa-
tion was Flight Cadet
Sergeant Mohammed Sharif
Mostafa.

Scrgeant Enamul Huq of the
29th Ground Course received
the ‘Best in Academy' award.

BSS Adds: Addressing the
~officials of Air Force

ithe Prime Minister said Tej-
gaon air ficld would be handed -

over 1o Bangladesh Air Force.
She said, Barisal, Cox's Ba-

zar and Shamsher Nagar air

fields will be developed for the

use of the air force.

— PID photo
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dnd allegation.
She said, "1 have carned
with deep conecern and dismay

that the United Nations High
Commissioner for reflugees has
issued a pubie statement mak-
ing serious allegations about
the handling ol this issue by
the government of Bangla-
desh.”

Hasina said United Nalions
and Bangladesh have had ex-
c¢llent relations cver since
the country achicved indepen-
dencg in 1971. The Office of
UNHCR has been cspeeially
helpful to Bangladesh on many
occasions.

"Bul il is a matter ol great
regret that the prescnt gov-
ermment has failed to maintain
the traditional ecordial relation
with the humanttarian arm of
the world body.”

Quoling the stlatemenl of
UNHCR chiel Sadako Ogata,
Hasina said Madame Ogata has
vxpressed deep concern aboult
the deterforation of sceurity in
the rcelugee camps. “She
(Ogata) has gonc so [ar as to
say that the UNHCR will be
forced to reassess the organt-
salion’s role if the UN mandate
cannot be carried out satislac-
torily.”

The opposition leader said
the UNHCR's statement had
brought out a serious situation
in the refugee camps. Alter the

signing of the agreement with
Myanmar, less than one per

cent ‘ol the refugecs has been

sent back to their homeland,

she pointed out.
The Awami lLecaguc presi-

| Hasina's demand

dent said BNP governmen! had
nol only [atlcd lo send back
the . refugees lo Myanmar but
the government has also
“exposed Bangladesh Lo serious
criticism from the UN and the
internatfonal community.”

Water level
From Page 1 Col P

underdtanding) in May 1988
and unilateral withdrawal of
walcr by India since then.
Several Dhaka-Delhi waltcer
sharing talks have so far failed
g reach a [resh agreement.

Officials said 10 to 1] feet
waler is needed for smooth
ferry movement in the two
rivers but the water level now
fell to 6-7 fect. WDB sources
said the Jamuna was flowing at
3.30 metre at Aricha point
against 3.64 metre at this time
ol dry scason last year. ~*

The river is [alling a 6 cen-
timetre a day at Aricha, and
navigation may have to bc
stopped before the peak of
currcnt dry scason if the re-
cession trend continues, ofli-
cials feared.

Morcover, walcer conserva-
tion capacity ol the rivers has
reduced due o massive defor-
estalfon, increasing rate of
landslide, lack of re-excavation
of rivers and loss of natural
water resistant belt in Nepal,
resulling in massive siltation of
the rivers.

Unplanned embankment
construction for flood control
and irrigation is also cited as
another causc of loss of navi-
gability ol the rivers. Desides
navigation, agriculture, pisci-
culture and environment are
being alarmingly affected.

———

Press Note

From Page 1 Col 7

Additional Supcrintendent of
Police of Dhaka district were
injurcd when the crowd at-
lacked them with cocktails
and deadly weapons.

According to the Press
Note, the Imam ol Chunkutia

[3ara Masjid along with some

other people were injured
Friday in a confrontation with
the followers of Sadruddin, a
sald Pecer of the localily,
following previous rivalry.

olice arrested four persons
in conncction with Friday's in
cidenee and a case was filed
with Keraniganj thana tn this
regard. Apprehending further
confrontation, a platoon of po-
lice force under a Magistratce
was deployed there.

In protest against the attack
on the Imam a crowd ol about
5000 pcople attacked ycster-
day morning the residence of
the Peer and other adjoining
houses armed with sticks,.

cocktlails and other deadly

weapons and sct the houses on
firc. They alsd looted the
houscs. Police tried to dis-
perse the crowd by making

. lathi charge and using tear gas

shells. But the crowd became
more violent and atlacked the
police with brick bats and
hand bombs. They put on fire
two motorbikes and other arti-
cles of police, snatched away a,
wirclcss set, and tried to
snalch way arms. Al this time
firc was also shot at policé, the

I‘inﬂing no other alternative
tn bring the situation under
conirol and in sclf-defence po-
lice at the order of a
Magistrate on duty opened
several rounds of shots. As a
result Badsha (13) and Belayet
Hossain (28) were killed.

Local MP*, Deputy Commi-
ssioner of Dhaka district and
Additional Depuly Inspector
General of Police visited the
arca and the situation is now
under control. '

The government has for-
med a one-member en
commitlee consisting ol
tional Divisional Commissfoncr
of Dhaka to jnvestigate the
incident and lawful actions
would be taken against the

Bgrmgt nonpg.rf:l‘fnﬁhr fﬂ"n“

uart:rs with the law en-

reing agency in maintaining
law and order in the arca, the

Press Nole said.

Burned down Khﬂnkn of deruddm -

F

(SsEMCI1), haka Mecdical
College Hospital (DMCH), Su-
hrawardy Hospital and other
private medical centres while
the injured policemen were
taken to the Rajarbagh Police
Hos pital.

In protest against the police

attack, a dawn-to-dusk hartal

has been called at’ Keraniganj
today (Sunday).

Breaking the police cordon,
agitated people nel fire to the
'khanka' and av:vﬂra] houses of
the followers of 'peer’ Sad-
ruddin Ahmed Chisly at around
noon, witncsses said.

The violence crupted when
several thousand furious pco-
ple assembled at Chunkutia
following a previous call by
Maulana Abu Zafar Kascmi, lo-

people said.

Thf mob attacked police

and the 'khanka’ with coun-
trymade w:arponl and blasted
hundreds of crackers during
the hours-long clash.
. Local pcople allcged that
Sadruddin Ahmed Chisty had
been living in the area since
independence in '197]. He
claimed himsell a 'son of god’
and wrote a number ol books
‘that contradicted the Muslim
faith, they added. ’

Local people earlier de-
manded eviction and punish-
ment of the ‘fake peer' several
times but the authorities con-
cerned did not pay heed, they
alleged.

On Friday hundred
ple held a rally at the Ekrm
field at Jinjira addressed by
‘Maulana Abu Jafar Kascmi who

. denounced the activities of

Sadruddin Ahmed Chisty and
called upon people to evict the

- S'I;ﬂl' phnt.n

ngr migan): 2 kalled

Khanka', pcople said.

Local people also said that
the State Minister [for
Religious Affairs carlier inter-
vened in the matter assuring
them that he would, solve the
dispute. "But the minister
broke his commitment,” al-
leged the people.

Our SSMCII correspondent
rcports: Of those wounded
during the clash most of them
sustained bullet injuries.

Critically wounded Mostala,
30, Maulana Sarwar llossain,
27, Ponir Hossain, 22, Joynal
Abcedin, 35, werc admitted at
the SSMCH, Giasuddin
Chaudhury, 40, a police in-
spector, Mujibur Rahman were
admitted to the DMCH and
Nurul Islam Nannu, 22, was
admitled to the Suhrawardy
Hospital.

Thirtynine policemen in-
cluding an SP were wounded
in the mob attack.

Many of the wounded were
given [lirst afid al the Sir
Salimullah Medical College
Hospital (SSMCH).

MLunwhilehJcnplc from
Keranigan to the Jatiya
Press Club in a procession car-
rying the body of Saidul Halder
and held a rdlly there in the
afternoon.

Police .also cordoned off the
Sir Salimullah Medical
Hospital where the dead bod-
iclwcre kept so that the agi-

ple could not storm | ______

intn L

l!enw contingents of police

were de at Keraniganj to
avert fresh violence. A tense si-

tuation was prevailing there,
people said.

hospital, witnesses

office: Three on
police remand

By Staff Correspondent

Three arrested in
conneclion with the attack on
the head office of Multipurpose
Cooperalive  Association * of
Dhaka Hawkers at
RAJUK Avenue Friday were
remanded in the Motijheel
Police Station fer a day
Saturday

The arresied persons Farug
Hossain, Mohammad Mannan
und Mohammad Yunus Mia

were produced before the
Chiel Melropolitan tra-
le's Court yesie and Lhe
magistrate gran one-day

police remand for each, said
police.

A gang of armedmen al-
legedly led by the members of
the Newspaper Hawkers
Wellare and Multipurpose Co-
opcralive Association Limited
alltacked the RAJUK Avenue
office of Multipurpose Coope-
rative Assoctation of Dhaka
Newspaper Hawkers -
lernoon, ransacked the X
beat the oflice-bearers and
damaged old TS Wor-
th about Taka 2,500.

lcaders of the Dhaka News-
paper Hawkers Association
Ixlged a case with Molijhecl
police i conncction with the
incident.

Mceanwhile in another state-
ment Newspaper Hawkers
Wellare Multipurpose Coopera-
live Association Limited de-
nied the charges and claimed
that the case lodged involving
their members was molivated
and fabricated.

CHT talks

From 1 Col 7
omy lo three hill districts, cox-
pulsion of Muslm scttlers
from the region and formation
ol independent police forees.

Earlicr, Shantu Larma and
his: aides cam¢ to the
Dudukchhari frontier village
from where Lhey were flown
aboard a government heli-
copler to Khagrachhart Circuit
House, the mecting venuc.

The meeting started at
around 10-30 am and contin-
ved until 4-15 pm with Junch
and tea breaks, the oflicial
said.

The government-sponsored
Committec includes MPs Kal-
paranjan Chakma, Mustaq Ah-
med Chowdhury, Abdul Matin
Khusru, Shajahan Chowdhury,
Sycd Wahidul Alam, Barka-
tullah Bulu and Mohammad
Shajahan. The other member
of the Committeé Rashed Khan

Menon MP, now .out.of,

| country, was not present at

meeting.

The PCJSS team included
Rupaiyan Dewan, Goutam
Chakma, Raktaulpal Tripurh
and Sudhasindhu Khisha.

They were flown back to
Dudukchhari aftcr the meet-
ing.

EBSS adds : Col (Retd) Ol
Ahmed told journalists at
Khagrachhar! afler the talks
that the government would not
hesitate to accept the rcason-
ablc and logical demands ol
the tribals and: that a cordial
approach was nceded to solve
the long-drawn problems.

He said when the tribal
refugees, now in Indian camps,
return to Bangladesh, they
would get back their lands.

IHe also said the govern-
ment would agree to postpone
clections to local government
parishads for one ycar on the
request of the PCJSS leaders.
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The Midnight File
British army officer hurt in

morter attack in Bosnia

VITEZ (Bosnia-tierzegovinal. Dee 36 A Brittsh army officer
scrving with UN forces in Dosnia was wounded today when
Scrh

Justin Freeland, !&nl’tht'lfﬂlmn,_ﬁﬂmh
RO mm mortar bombs landed closce 10 s Seimwitar armoured

vehicle near the Serb front e ouitside the

Hnﬂhl:rnﬂulnhn. town of Tuzla, reports Hewter. ®

Bush to release secret notes
on Iran-Contra affair

WASIHINGTON, Dee 26: The White House sald oday that

Presudent
on the [ran-Contra aflair in
volved in a cover-up
House s

Bush would relcasc

SCC el notcs

responsc o charges he was in-
of the arma for-
Scan Walsh satd Lthe notes would be made

deal. White

pubic, along with Bush's 1988 testimony to the lran-Contra

spccial prosecutor, as soon as a transeript of the statement
was returned to him by the prosecutor, repoerts Reuter.

Diana leaves brother's home

LONDON, Dec 26: Princess Diana

brother's home Saturday but it was unclear whether she was

headed for a reunion with her two sons who
with their father, Prince Charles. British media
year-old Princess, who sc

the 31-

Christmas
that
from Charles carlier

this month, declined an invitation from Queen Elizabeth 1) 10

spend Christmas at Sand

m. her Norfolk csiate. 98

miles (150 kms) north of London, reports AP.

Menon returns

home Jan 9
By Staff Correspondent

Five-Tarty leader and Wor-
kers Party Gencral Secretary
Rashed Khan Menon will
return home from Bangkok on
January 9, says a Workers Party
press relcase Saturday.

Menon was shot by some
unidentified miscreants on

August 17 in front of his office

in Purana Paltan. He was
trcated at the Combined
Military |lospital (CMH), Dhaka
then shiflled to Kings College
Hospitlal in London in a critical
condition. lle was later taken
to Dangkok fnr [urther treat-

menl.
Menon undcerwent  two
major opcrations. Bullets

picrced his liver causing vari-
ous complications.

The parly pruess releasce said
that Menon had recovered
completely but his physician
asked him o take rest for few
more days.

Mcanwhile, a workers
meeting ol Lthe party was held
yesterday to chalk out public
recepltion programmes for
Menon's homecoming.

The mectling presided over
by its President Amal Sen was
#dl'tuad by [laidar Akbar

Rano, Tipu liswas, Fazle
llmnin Badsa, Nurul Hasan

Five injured in
Globe Factory

fire in Tongt
From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Dec 26: Five por-
sons were injured in a fire at
the Globe Insecticide Faclory
here late Friday night. .

According to the Firce
Scrvice, fire started at the
factory located at Board Bazar
under Sadar Thana at around
9:30 pm. Fire Service person-
nel rcached the spot within
ten minutes andrl::{\:: 1:30 am
brought the fire under control.

The fire is suspccted to
have originated from a gas linc
lcakage and the damage has
been estimated at around Taka

I 10 lakh.

AL leader
Habib dead

City Awami League leader
and frecedom fighter Khan-
daker Habtbur Rahman died of
prolonged fliness yesterday. He
was 55, reports SS,

lle was from can-
cer and jaundice for a long
time. .

Rahman left behind his

wife, two sons two daughters
and a host of relatiors and
friends to mourn his death.

Awami League president
and leader of the opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad Sheikh
Ilasina visited the. residence of
Ralhman to pay her last reppect
to the departed soul.

Meat sales
From Page | Col 3
sulficient lo mect the total
demand of some cight million
residents of Lhe capital, a DCC
source admitted.
The Co has em-

ployed mmm peoplc

including veterinary surgeons
to supervisce the slaughter

houses, the DCC  source said
adding that five of the 10 city
corporalion geoncs have no
houses, ..
The source said that a
o construct a s
se in Khilgaon area had
been approved recently but it
was yel to be implementied be-
cause of fund shortagt.

Mere than 2.,75,000 ani-
mals were slaughtered during
the last fiscal mostly 1o five
slaughler houses around the
capital, according to the DCC
slatistics. The Corporation has,
however, no dala of unautho-
riscd scliers. ~

The PCC somctimes laun-
ches drives against the illegal
meal sellers and during the

r 1991-92 the Corporation
{:::"léd [incs of about Tk
1,70,000.

During the period DCC
served 1,148 notlices on the
unauthorised scllers and filed
837 cascs.

But the punitlive measures
have fatled to control fllcgal
salc of substanidard mcal, the
DCC source said on condition
of anonymily.
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