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mmcdan Sperting Club taking
l:ln Iiﬂht-rl Unton. Each side

play a maximum of 75
Mrl with the match spread

with Dhaka Moha-

over two days.
Abahani Krira Chakra, the
reigning ¢ had ecar-

ler marched to the final with
huge 209 victory against the
Greater Mymensingh Cricket
Club (GMCC).

This year's Damal champi-
ons bnttcd ﬂr:t to pile up a

A beautifull

gy B
oflf 60 balls by
Gautam pl'wcd

4

) invaluable in thc
end when City
Chub registered a 31-run

viclory against Dhanmondi
Club in the Milnars Fist
Division cricket lcague at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium
yesterday.

Put into bat by Dhanmondi
captain Babar, City collected
192 for five wickets from the
possible 42 overs oul of the
stipulated 45 and then re-
stricted Dhanmondi to 161.

Former nalional cricketer
Samiur Rahman, who is one of
the few oldies harboured jn
Dhanmondi this year, gave his
sid¢ an encouraing start in
the seventh over of the match
when Dulu caught City opener
Ujjal oflf the robust medium
pacver for Lwo.

Tinku, the other opener,
then teamed up with one drop
Moni to take the score to 86
from 23 overs. Both these
batsmen, however, left in
quick succession with the
opencr falling for 43 made
with the help of six boundarics

Sports Reporter
massive 395 for five with Ak-

- ram Khan and Ziauddin Ahmed

Shoven neolching up (wo
hundreds. Akram scored an
unbeaten 107 while Shovon
rode his luck to score a fortu-
ftous 128. GMCC were all out
for 188 in their turn with
Indtan opener Raman Lamba
making 43. Tight ficlding and
accurate spin bowling led to
the anticlimactic collapsc of
GMCC.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh
Cricket Control Board (BCCB)
has announced the ratc of
tickets for the match. VIP,
Cale No 1 tickets will cost
Taka 50 each, Gale 3A Taka 20
and 38 Taka 10 while the rntr.

Sports Reporter

and Moni for a sedate 37, in-
clusive off two hils to the
fence.

Mecanwhile, Gautam had ar-
rived at the wicket and with
wicketkeeper Zakir around as
the new entrant after the fall
of Moni's wicket, the top
scorer ol the City innings
braced himsell to the challeng-
ing task ahcad.

"~ He hit the ball with elan,
never forgetting the singles for
a momenl. The number four
batsman sent the ball across
the fenece on three occasions
and hoisted it over [or two
mighty sixes. When overs ran
oul Gautam was still uncon-
gquered at the wicket with a
priceless 57 runs to his name.

Although Zakir could not
trigger off any fireworks like
his senfor partner at the
wicket he worked the ball
around for a uscful 21 off 32
balls and togcther they put on
77 runs for the fourth wicket.

City finally raised 192 for
five wickets from 42 overs.

Mithu, who joined Dhan-
mondi from Moham ans
only this yecar, bagged two
wickets for 39 runs. Sohel,
however, proved to be the

MSC-BU semis from today

of the tickets has been
fixed at Taka S,

The final of the tournament
- A aflflair with each
sidc 75 overs — will be
played on December 30 and
J1.

PLAYERS PARDONED

Meanwhile, the BCCB has
absolved two ecricketers of
Khilgaon Government High
School following their appeal
for mercy to the board. Imtiaz
and Mamunur Rashid had tlle-
gally taken part for Khilgaon
Government High Schoel in

the tenth Nirman schools
cricket championship.

Dhanmondi left in the cold

most cconomical ofl all the six
bowlers used by the Dha-
nmondi skipper. He bowled
nine overs giving away 19 runs
for his one wicket.

Bappi upset the Dhanmond|
apple cart carly on when he
sent back Sumon and Dulu
cheaply with the total on 26,
Shri Lankan Rajkumara and
Belayet Hossain Belal, the burly
veteran, then halted the slide
for some time.

With opener Adil gonc at 53
for a patient 22, the fourth-
wicket partnership advanced
to 83 before Rajkumara lelt for
26 stumped by Kamu off Ujjal.
Belal fell with the addition of
just one run and a possibility of
Dhanmondi victory vanished.

Skipper Babar hung around
for some time o score 23 be-
fore Dhanmondi were [inally
stranded at 161 for nine wick-
cls.

Ujjal, the City opener, who
fajled with the bat showed fine
work of fingers to finish with
three for 29. Then there was
Bappi, the new ball bowler who
opened up the Dhanmondi
batting, with two fer 15. Sujan
also look two wickets while
Tinku and Al Amin bagged one
apicece.

Indians struggle to 197 for 8

PORT ELIZABE-
TiH., South Alrica,
Dee 26: South
Affrica’s last bow-
ling wreaked ha-
voc in India’s first
innings Saty Iﬂl\!‘lng the
visitors on 197 for eight alter
90 overs on the first day of the
third cricket Test, reports AP,

Allan Donald seized four
wickels yielding 50 runs
in 24 overs for Africa on
a warm day and lively pitch.
Brian McMillan grabbed three
wickcls for 41 runs in his 20
OVCTS.

Indian caplain Mohammad
Azharuddin led the batting
with 60, while the rest of the
wickcts tumbled to.the South
African attack.

- Sanjay Manjrekar tallicd 23
and Woorkeri Raman 22 for
India, who lost the series of
scven onc-day internationals to
South Alfrica by a 5-2 margin
on India's first-ever tour of
South Alrica.

Two previous Tests on the
tour, the first between Lhe na-
tions, ended in draws because
of rain.

India has been critlicised for
indifferent play during the
tour, but Azharudding said the
final two Tests would deter-
mine the visflors’' success.

But Saturday's opening bat-
ting by India was weak and un-
sure, while South Africa baited
confidently in the one-day
scrics Lthat ended last week.

South Africa returned to in-
ternational cricket last ycar
altcr being banned for two
decades because of apartheid.

Ex-FA secretary
Ted Croker dead

CHELTENHAM, Eng’lnnd.
Dec 26: Ted Croker, secre
of Britain's Foolball Association
from 1973-88, died on Friday,

his son said. lle was 68, re-
ports AP.
Croker, who had cancer,

died at his home in Chel-

tenham, s uth England,
Andrew Crol r said.
Croker v ‘5 also involved

with soccer  Iministration in-
ternatfonalh s a former mem-
ber of the competitions com-
mittec of the European soceer
Federation, UEFA, and of the
technical commitltee of the
world body, FIFA.

An tx-pilot turned success-
ful businessman, Croker had
only a brief carecr as a profes-
sional soccer player in the
early 1950s.

He owned an enginecring
and concrele business, but
remainéd a soccer enthusfast
and became Football Asso-
clatfon sccrciary after an-
swering a newspaper adver-
tisement for the job.

He took over nt a time of
increasing holigantsm among
zcr:;::ah:rﬁ and falling atten-

S al ganws.

Corker developed sponsor-
ship, and the Football Asseo-
clation's annual turnover rosec
six fold to ® million pounds
(then dirs 18 million) while he

was sccretary.

tary | ﬁ‘.'.13"3§e

Skipper Mohammad Azhar-
uddin, who made 60, cashed
in on a double escape o keep
India’s batting alloat.

Azharuddin, dropped on
cight, was 37 not out at (ca
with his team 118 for four.

The captain, thinking hc
had been caught behind, was
on his way back to the pavilion
as wickctkeeper Dave Ri-
chardson aticmpled unsuc-
cessfully to throw down the

.4fn;5ﬁ

A DONALD ..

stumps after spilling the catch.

It was a momenl's cxcile-
ment after a desperately slow
first session with India erawl-
ing to 43 for onc at lunch.

Allan Donald and Drian
McMillan toek two wickels
cach beflore teca. McMillan
madc the breakthrough, having
Ravi Shastri [10) caught at
Omar Henry who also
catch that saw ofTl

‘Sanjay Manjrekar for 23.

In between, Donald claimed
Woorkeri Raman scventh ball
after lunch for 21 and Sachin
Tendulkar for six. Both were

caught by wickctkeeper
Richardson.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the first day
af the third cricket Test be-

Kapil Dev ¢ Kirsten

b McMillan. 12
M Prabhakar ¢ McMillan

b Matthews 11
K More not out 15
A Kumble not oult 5

Extras:; (Ib-12, w-4, nb-7) 23
Total: (for eight wickets) 197

Fall of wickets: 1-43; 2-49;
3.-59; 4-98; 5-143; 6-152; 7-

1680: B-186,

To bat: V Raju
Bowling: O M R W
Donald 24 10 50 4
Schultz 18 4 30 O
McMillan 20 9 4] 3
Matthews 17 7 34 |
lHenry 11 2 30 O

SOUTH AFRICA: K Wesscls,
A Hudson, P Kirsten, J Rho-

| des, H Cronje, B McMillan, Dr

Richardson, O Henry C Matlth-
ews, A Donald, B St:hull:f

PARIS, Dec 25:
Whether or not
AC Milan arc the
world's greatest
team is no longer
an issue. The qu-
cstion now s whether Lhe
tcam cpitomised by the
brilliance of Marco Van Basten
is the best the world has ever
scen reports AFP,

On the evidence ol 1992,

the answer is probably yes.
They won the [talian champi-
onship at a stroll and by the
end of the year their unbeaten
run in the world's strongest
lcague had reached a record
48 maltches.
. Eight points clear in the
lcaguc, this scason’s European
Cup looks equally sown up. So
crushing has been their supe-
tiority in their semifinal pool
that UEFA is rcthinking the
format to give other lecams
more chance.

Silvio Berlusconi's millions
have allowed Milan to buy the
best. Even afller the champi-
onship mph in May, he was
prepa to shell oul more
than 300 million dollars 10 add
Jean Pierre Papin and Gian-
luigi Lentini to his extrav-
agantly-talented squad.

But there is more to the
Milan dream tecam than the

[w:,:,n South Africa and India | depth of Berlusconi's pockets.

IHDIA.: First innings
R Shastri ¢ Henry

b MeMillan 10
W Raman ¢ Richardson

b Donald 21
S Manjrekar ¢ Henry

b McMillan 23
S Tendulkar ¢ Richardson

b Donald 6

M Azharuddin ¢ Richardson
b Donald 680
P Amre ¢ McMillan b Donald 11

BSJA's AGM
today

The annual general meeting
of the DBangladesh Sports
Journalist's Association (BSJA)
will be held at the offiee of the
association today at 11 am, re-
porls [ISS.

All members and offlicials of
the association have been re-
quested to attend the meeting,

First under Affigo Saachi, who
left to make over Italy, and
now Fabio Capello, the club has
distilled the esscnce of most
successiul styles in European

football from the last two
decades,
Mixed liberally with the

outstanding individual skills
typified by Van Basten, voted
Eurppean player-of-the-year
for the third time in five year,
the Milanese [inishing school

'has produced and irresistible

cocktafl of beauty and strength.

Inevitably, with the Dutch
trio of Van Basten, Frank
Rijkard and Ruud Gullit, the
side has the cflortless lexibil-

ity that typified the great Ajax -

Amsterdam and tolland teams

of '%ﬁ“"ﬁ?l: Dutch tech-

nigue has been blended with a

‘pressing’ siyle thal owes much

to the method Liverpool used

to nominate Europe in the late

1992 AC Milan

Sport

Mark Waugh nf’ Au:tralm Fvndﬂ a hﬂer I'mm “Psl Indlan
paceman Curtly Ambrose on the first day of the second
Test between West Indies and Australia at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground yesterday. Waugh scored a defiant 63 as
the Aussies made 227 for four at stumps.

HAMBURG, Dee
26: Franz Bee
kenbauer, who
« vached Germany
to the World Cup
litle in 1990, says
defending champions should
not automatically qualify flor
the [inal round in [luture
lournaments, rcporls Al

In a story for the Welt am
Sonntag newspaper released
Saturday in advance of its pub-
lication Sunday. DBeckenbaucer
said automatic qualification
was an honour given to Lhe
world .champion.

“But during lour ycars, a
tcam goes through [undamen-
tal changes,” Beckenbaucer
said. "I think it would be a
good thing if the defending
champion is not given a bye.”

"This raises the. dangcr
that the world champion s
unable to defend its title, but a
tcam unable to gain qualifica-
tion does not deserve to play
in the elite final round.”

Under the current proce-
dure, the defending champi-
ons and the host team arc
given automatic berths in the
24-tcam final round, whilc
other countries atlempl Lo
gualily in rcgional competi-

‘tions over a two-year period,

IBeckenbauer said the coach
ol the defending champlons is
sparcd the tension ol qualify-

sevenlies and carly cightics.

Even Van Basten is ex-
peeted to tirelessly run and
harry delfenders into mistakes
for the benefit of the team.

And as with Liverpool at
their peak, Milan know that
staying at the top requires
ruthlecssness.

Gullit made Milan tick in
the late eightics but that will
count for nothing when his
contract expires in May and.
the sings are the dreadlicked
star will be looking for a new
club. Papin came to Milan as
the 1991 Europcan player -of-
the-year but Capello hasn't he-
sitated to lcave him in the

-stand. '

With the Milan three,
Barcelona's Ronald Kecman
and Ajax's Dennis Bergkamp to
call on, Holland started as the
June Europecan Champinnshlp
[avourites.

But, not for the firsl time,
in-fighting and arrogance cost
the Dulch dear as Denmark

. pulled off a triumph that could

have come straight [rom a
lHlans Christina Anderson [airy-
The Danes shouldn’t even
have been in Sewden. Their
veteran coach Richard Moller
Neflsen was contemplating a
summer building a kitchen for
his wile and his players were
mostly headed for the beach
when UN sanctions f(orced
UEFA call Denmark as a substi-
tute for excluded Yugoslavia.

And when their best player,
Barcelona's Michael Laudrup,
declined to interrupt his holi-
day plans, the Danes looked
like just making up the num-
bers.

A group win over France
and a draw with England
earned a semi-final place, and
that's when the Dutch put
their foot in it. Confident of
victory some of their players
reportedly offered to buy the
Danes tickets for the final off
them,

Moller Neilson hardly nee-
ded a team talk after that and
his side ran their hearts out lo
earn a 2-2 draw and the
chance for fortune to smile on
the brave in the lottery ol a
penalty shool out.

Beckenbauer's view

— AFP photo

ing but also ends up with a
leam untested in real compe-
tition.

‘'When the tourmament be-
gins, Lthe coach doesn’t know

.......

by
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FRANZ BECKENBAU ER
the real  performancee level of
his 1cam,” he said.

[Jeckenbauer resigned as
coach of the German national
team, after winning the 1990
World Cup in laly and was
succeceded by DBerti Vogls,
whose contract includes the
1994 World Cup in the United
Stales.

y the final, the red and
whil:: steamroller was unstop-
pable and the world champi-
ons Germany surrendered
meekly as the heroic Vikings
secured their nation's greatest
sporting triumph.

Unlike fairytales, live is not
happy-cver-afller and by the
end of the year the Danes were
in severe danger of not qualily-
ing for the 1994 World Cup.

In that they were in good
company. In Group Six, headed
by Sweden, France were strug-

gling aflter a defcat by Bu

Haly had to go to Malta and
scrape.a 2-1 victory for their
first win .in Lhrt:f: gamces in
group Onc. With Switzerland
ht.ldlm., th.'_ group dl'lLr a grtdl

the redoubtable Ruund Gullit.

start and Portugal also looki
Tpmﬂvc. The 1982 wor
champions could stru Lo
"‘ﬂ"ﬂlﬁf trip to the ﬁ'm
States.,

In the same group, Scotland
arc still without a win and
scem (o have blown their

%

from the 50,000
Cricket Ground crowd.

Curtly Ambrose, after early
rhythm trouble, was the
Windies' best bowler, at one
stage taking two wickeils for
10 runs oll 13 overs.

. He ended with two for 29
runs of 20 overs.

EarMer, with Australia in
trouble afler winning Lhe toss
and clecting o bat,
captain Richie Richardson
prepared for a possible carly
innings by leaving the field for
thigh strain treatment.

MNesmond Haynes took over
as skipper and 12th man Gus
Logic took to the field.

The wickets to fall toda
were opencers Mark Taylor
(13) and David Boon ([48),
Steve Waugh (38) and Damicn
Martyn (7) ng Australia on
a [ragile 132 for four wickets
al lca.

Taylor was first vietim of
the day, snicking a catch to
Brian Lara at first slip when
lry‘lng to cut Courtncy Walsh. It

Windics

DHAKA SUNDAY DECEMBER 27, 1‘”21

Border steadms Aussie innings

was Walsh's S50th Australlan Simmons.

wickel.

Waugh was next o
ing Aomirene to Lo ol ot

A R BORDER ... 51 no.
IHivms ofT Walsh.
Martyn went when he

popped a rising ball to Phil
Simmons at gully oflf Ambrose.
The West Indies gambled by
scleeting three instead of their
usual four paccmen — lan

"Bishop, Ambrosc and Walsh,

plus Phil

medium pacer

D Boon ¢ Williams b Walsh 46

S Waugh ¢ Lara b Ambrose 38
M Waugh not out 63

D Martyn ¢ Simmons b
Ambrose 7

A Border not oult -] |
Fxtras:({7h, | nb, | W 9
Total: (lor lour wickeis) 2327

To bat: G Matthcws, | Healy,

M Hughes . C McDermott, S
Warme.

Fall of wickets: |1-38; 2- 100
3-104:. 4-115
Bowling 0O M R W
C Ambrose 20 9 29 12
| ishop 17 1 53 O
C Walsh 24 8 S 2
C Hooper 19 3 48 0
J Adams 2 0 B 9
P Stmmons 10 2 23 ©

WEST INDIES: Richie
Hirhardson. Desmond Haynes,
Phil Simmons, Drian Lara,
Kcith  Arthurton, David
Willlams, lan Uishop, Jimmy
Adams, Curtly Ambrose,

Courtncy Walsh, Carl Hooper.
| 2th man: ﬂul Logic.

S Bima crush Evergreen

Sadharan DBima
Krira Sangstha
outplayed Ever-
green Club by
scven wickets in
the Milnars First

A

Division cricket league at the
Mirpur Pallabi cricket ground

yu ‘I-lLfdil}'
On a chilly morning Ratan

proved to be the bane of the
Evergreen batsmen dismissing

three top order batsmen.
Evergreen, who were asked to
bat, struggled all along to
muster a two-bit 96 from 31.2
overs.

A fighting 40 by Mo
[atled to stem the rot. Momin
played 57 balls and struck six
boundaries. Munna and Liton
with 12 and 15 rcspectively
were Lhe other notable scor-
Crs.

Ratan, the velcran left-arm
paceman with a highly suspccl
action, bagged three wickels
for 22 runs. David two
for 13. Nakib, Babu and llalim
[3abu were the other wickel
takers claiming a wickel
apiccee.

A sensible 37 by oppener

transcends from

chances of reaching a sixth
consceulive finals.

In Group Three, Norway's
win over Holland in Oslo and a
draw with England at Wembley
will make it diflicult for both
he English and Dutech to go
through.

The Dutch were weakened
by Gullit's refusal to play for
the national team in the open-
ing qualifiers. Whatever the
problem was, it was resolved
and Gulit ended an unhappy
year with a superb scoring
comcback in Holland's 3-1 win
over Turkey in December.

Ilis international revival in-
creased Lhe chances of him
slaying in Europe aller his
Milan contract cxpires. Real
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AC Mllani fearsnme Dutch thraunml From ]cft !rlnk Rijkaard Marco van Basten and

Madrid are {avourites to sign

him although Gullit has admit-
ted a fascination with
culture that take

him to the new league there,
The Dutch man was not the

only fallen star in 1992. His

new clubmate, Papin, went

Soprts Reporter

Kiron ruled oul any chance of
Bima hiccups that might have
arisen from the carly dismissal
ol Shaheen.

Indian movie
stars to play
in Sharjah

ABU DIIABI, Dec 26:
Famous Indian actors will ex-
change glitlering costumes o
white flanncls when they play
in the "Star vs Star” cricket
malch in Sharjah on Jan 185, it
was anneuneed Saturday, re-
poris AP. |

The organiscrs said 22
indian stars conflirmed they
would participate.

They sald those
Dilip Kumar, Raj Babbar,
Sharuk Khan, Mithun
Chakraborty, Aditya Pancheli,
Anupam Khor, Shashi Kapoar,
Randhir Kapoor, Amrita Singh,
Reena Roy, Bhagyashree and
Farah.

There are thousands of
Indians and Pakistanis living
in the Unttr:d Arab Emiraics,

from guiding Marseille to a
fourth consecutive French title
to the ignominy of the substi-
tutes, Benmchj. But for him
too, the year ended with the
promise of a two month run in
the first team alter an injury to
Van Basten.

It was a also mixed 1992 for
the brilliant Argentinian Die
Maradona. At least the wor
can sce him play again. After a
15 month ban lor cocaine use
ended in the summer, he fi-
nally freed himsell from Napoli
and moved to Sevilla where he
has helped revive the southern
Spanish club's fortunes.

The downside is that the
wrangling over the transfer
lonks scl to drag on thmu gh

— Btar file photo

t ultt get
in the way of his in-
ternational return.
Alternatively it could all be re-

1993 and

Two more wickels were
:.h:] Jowe| hui and Kiron
played 65 balls including

four hits to the fence — before
I3ma scored 96 for the loss of
three wickels in 29.5 overs o

take home a cosy 7-wicket
win.

Afzal was the pick of the

Evergreen bowlers with figures
of onc for 26. Azim and Momin
picked up one wicket aplece

I'u; the losers.
TODAY'S MATCH

Agrani Bank vs Lialmatia
Club (Mirpur Pallabi)

Sadek Hossain off
to Malaysia

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadek Hossain left
ka yesterday .on a week-
long official visit to Mlluyﬂ.
reports [ISS,
The State Minister will lead
a three-member delegation
during the visit. The delega-
tion Includes Scerclary,

Ministry of Youth and Sporis M
.ﬂ?b"ﬂl 1 l«tq

the real to ideal

Cup finals in 1994,

in the European club com-
putitions, Barcelona took the
Champions Cup, beating Italy’s
Sampdoria 1-0 at Wembley. A
ferocious [ree-kick from Ro-
nald Koeman made the dif-
ference in the most entertain-
ing linal since Milan beat Steau
Buchrest 4-0 in 1989.

Barcelona held on to the
Spanish Championship thanks
to an extra-ardinary final day
collapse by real Madrid but
they were no match for South
America's best. Sao Paulo took
the world Club C
back to Brazil with a 2-1 win in
Tokyo.

In terms of quality, the
UEFA Cup final, which Ajax
edged over two lcgs against

Torino, provided the best
matches.
Torino, inspired by Bel-

gium's Enzo Scifo. were emer-
ging as serious challengers to
AC Milan before the power of
moncy lured Lentini, who
promised he would never lea-

ve, 1o Milan, and Ralacl Mar-
tin-Vasquez to back to Real
Madrid via Marseille.

In the Cup Winners Cup,
Werder Bremen triumphed
over Monaco, leaving France
still without a European club
trophy. Sings arc however that
1993 coujd be the year when
the French finally break their
inx.

: Auxerre and a revilalised
Pam Saint Germain play UEFA
quarter finals in March
PSG alrcady clai-
mcd the scalps of Napoli and
Anderlecht in carlicr ruurﬂ"-.r

Champions olympique
scille "hl;lht' hllL saved their
best performances for Eu
They top their semi-final pol
in lht Champions Cup and are
favourites for the unenviable
task of facing AC Milan in the

final in May.

in the long run,
the most significant win of
scason was Japan's triumph in

the Asian Cup in November.
The 1-0 win final win over
Saudi Amabla gave a huge boost
o football in the country and
consolidated Japan's stalus as
the fuvourites (o host the 2002
World Cup.



