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Pressure on China

Even before ass his office, the US presi-
dent-elect, Bill Clinton started sending .
icant to China, indicating that his admin-
istration will human rights concern ahead
of trade. In this t. by far the strongest sig-
nal came during the election campaign when the
Democratic candidate had suggested that the
most -favoured-nafion (MFN) trading status for
China should be linked to the country's record on
human rights, a record that Washington regards
as unsatisfactory. With &13:13 enjoying a massive
trade surplus with the Uni States. as much as
$18 billion in 1992 up from about $13 billion last
year. the possible refusal of the Democrat-domi-
nated Congress to renew the MFN status for
g:un: in June would ce be a blow on

ing's economic programme.

ahm': concern over the new US administra-
tion's attitude towards Beijing goes far beyond
trade matters. Reports from impartial sources
suggest that there is suspicion growing in the
Chinese capital that the West, especially the
United States, may be trying to destablise the
country’'s socialist system. This suspicion is fu-
elled by the sale of arms to Taiwan by the United
States and France, the move by Britain to in-
crease democracy in Hong Kong and meeting be-
tween exiled Dalai Lama and some Western lead-
ers. There is little doubt that some of these
moves, es the arms sale to Taiwan, are
provocative, w others, like the pro-democracy
measures in the c ., should have taken place
alter due consultation between London and
Beijing.

ow strong is the suspicion in Beijing about
Westlern intentions is indicated by Lee Kuan Yew,
the senior Minister of Singapore. and a frequent
visitor to China. According to this astute observer
of Asian affairs, the authorities in Beijing "believe
that the West want to break up China, like the
Soviet Union.” The Singapore leader considers
China's suspicions about a Western conspiracy as
“paranoiac” but he is convinced that nothing
should be done to weaken the unity in the vast
socialist state. As he put it in a recent interview
to a Hong Kong paper, "If that unity is broken,
they (leaders in Bcum%ebcllm China would split
up. And they may well t."

It is far [rom clear if the US president-elect
Bill Clinton and his team appreciate the possible
consequences of strong they are sending
to Beljing on human rights issue. If they don't,
they may well be making things dillicull in
Washtngiun—Bcgu-tg relations even before the new
administration has taken office.

How China will react to these signals remains
to be seen. There is a fear that if il is convinced
that the West is determiined (o0 undermine ils sys-
tem, say, by arming Taiwan, it may take the road
to confrontation the West and its allies in

and move a from ional co-operation.

Sln thif nd alonc,umbt;n fes in Asia, from
apan to Pakistan, wou opposed (o attempts
by the United States to dictate to Beijing on its

internal matters, d perhaps using subtle se-
crel persuasion mglha to E:

_ 8 human
rights record. While we may all want China to
move on the road to democratic reforms, no one
should overiook the success achieved by Beljing
in the [field of market-oriented economic
changes, the kind of success which the former
Soviet Union failed to bring about before embark-
ing on its history- making political reforms. It is
important that nothing is done from outside Lo
weaken the process.of on-going changes in China,
because such a move would only s en the
hardliners in Beijing who are still trying to put
the clock back in political and economic fields.
Clinton should give Beijing a year or two to de-
cide on its own time schedule for political
changes, before putting on pressure on the
Chinese leadership.

Sporting Glory

If smashing ol cFamcs records is any indication,
the [ifth Bangladesh Games that concluded on
Friday can be considered quite a success. No less
than 49 records. including one South Asian
Federation Games record in swimming, were set
in the eight-ddy sports meet. Compared to the
standard achieved by our sportsmen and
sportswomen at the last meet, this year's is defi-
nitely an improvement. But figures may also be
misleading. The shattering ol just one South
Asian mark is what really matters in a significant
way: for all the other records fall way behind the
international standards. We have had our own
brand of spuﬂlnﬁ queen and king to emerge at
the competition but the key question is if their
standards are anywhere near the Asian marks, let
alone the Olympic or World marks. |

It is on this count that our sports arena cuts a
really sorry figure. Sure enough, any occasion of
the tumbling of old records is comforting not
only for the performers but also for all who watch
them to fall. The falling of our national marks are
no exception. But at the same time it is equally
true that we cannot find enough to cheer about
when we pit the best of our performances even
against the mediocre of the sporting nations'
athletes. Our failure to excel in even a single
discipline is indeed pathetic. Athletic skills
are not cvcr[\;thing; genius, training and
perseverance play a great role in the m of
super stars.

Now the question may be asked if athletes in
the West, East Europe and Africa have a natural
superiority over their counterparts in the East.
That it is not has been amply proved by the dom-
ination of players from China, Indonesia, M
and the two Koreas in sporting
minton and table tennis. In squash too it is the
Pakistanis who have reigned supreme for a
time. The sub-continent had, moreover, bask
in hockey glory for a long time until the initiative
was wrested others with the introduction of
the astro turl. But the most tangible proof
against the myth of any racial or other superiority
is the Chinese assault in the Barcelona
Olympic on the disciplines so considered a
European and American— or at best Pacific

IEphymélﬁtmnhﬂmMut.mdoﬁrath-

letes can surely achieve it through tough

and systematic mmmm-g?m
brll:gthebeotnutof e players and athletes
do that we must have a national policy t
elaborate sporting . Catching th
is what remains at the root of all sporting

and the best use of the potential i
for bringing fame in sports for the
the nation.
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HE ment  of
the summit is
taken by many people
@ a minor irritant, a passing
phase which will be forgotten
once the summit is held iIn
January. The dazzling cere-
monies and the rs of
state functions will, it is
expected, create the fllusion
that we are back to the normal
state of aflairs. One wonders if
such optimism is justified. In
my view, something very basic
has been missing from SAARC
and the Babri mosque episode
and its repercussion throug-
hout South Asia has brought
this missing factor into sharp
focus. This, therefore, may be
the right time for a funda-
méntal and objective review of
the regional body. We must not
declude ourscives into believing
that what we need is a few
more summits. The pomp and
circumstance df a conference
of heads of governments
cannot be a substitute for
mutual trust. This, | am afraid,
is what is missing from SAARC
today. In the absence of trust
there is no genuine goodwill
and spirit of cooperation. The
Babri mosque destruction,
brutal as it is, is a cruel
reminder that there is a gulf
still separating the nations of
the region which our states-
ma and vision has not yet
been able to bridge.

As the Foreign Secre in
the late seventies when :Im
was born | had written the
original paper setting out the
rationale for a region a organi-
zation in South Asia. Earlier, in
the middle sixties, | had
served in Teheran as a
Director of RCD —Regional
Coopergtion for Development.
This organization was set up by
Iran, Pakistan and Turkey
when CENTO, the US-spon-
sored anti-Soviet military al-
llance collapsed. RCD (now re-
named ECO) has been, until it
was transformed recently with
the admission ol the central
Asian republics ol the former
Soviet Union, a failure but the
experience of serving for two
years in its secretarial was
most valuable for me. | had also

LGERIA'S Islamic "terr-
A orists” have been given
until the end of the year
to “repent” or face the
conscquences. The message
from the Algerian uvathoritics
is: lay down your wcapons,
renounce membership ol Lthe
illegal organisation you support
and all will be forgiven, Only
those whose aclions have led
to serious injury or loss of life
will now be pardoned.
..The amnesty move comes

‘as part of a campaign by the

authorities to end months of
violence between the security
forces and groups like the
Islamic Armed, Movement
(MIA) and Taycb .cl Afghant,
which have gone underground
to join the fight for an Islamigc
state in Algeria started by the
now outlawed Islamic Salvation
Front (FIS).

As the country struggles to
relurn to some kind ol politi-
cal normality, and the govern-
ment gets to trips with the
protracted economic crisis, a
religious civil war is simply a
luxury Algerians cannot afford.

Until recently, FIS was by
far the strongest political
movement in the country and
the strongest Islamic move-
ment in the Maghreb region.
As Algeria moved from a one-
parly 1o a mulliparty sysitem al
the end ol the 1980s, FIS
forced the pace to the disquicet
of the then | regime of
President Chadli Bendjedid
and the French government,

wary about the possibie impact -
+on France's Muslim population.

The movemen| was led by
Abassi Madani, a powerful ora-

the opportunity to witness,
during my assign’
ment in Jarkarta, the opera-
tion of another such bedy-
called IPEC. This was
formed by Pakistan and
Indonesia in the middle six-
ties. This one also faded away
in a few years' time. So | had
no lllusions about Lthe difficul-
ties and complexities of har-
monizing national interest and
building up regional consensus
on cerlain issues ol common
concern. While bilateral rela-
tions can change with the pas-
sage of time and the changing
alignments in international ra-
tions, regional cooperation has
to be based on more enduring
foundations. Such ration
is usually rooted in a common
gcographical arca, perceptions
of long term common interests
and historical and cultural
aflinities. It is relatively easy to
prove by academic analysis that
economic cooperation will
benefit the countries. But that
is not good cnough for
successiul regional coopera-
tion. Centurics ol bitterness
and distrust cannot disappcar
simply because of. the expee-
tations of some malcrial
benefits.

However, late President
Ziaur Rahman was not discour-
aged. He gave his full support
to the concept and encouraged
me and the then Foreign
Minister Prof M Shamsul Huq
to pursue the matter earnestly.
The quest for consensus was
not an easy one. The smaller
countries such as Nepal, Sri
L;:ka and Bhutan expressed
their support for the proposal
readily and with enthusiasm.
But it was a different matter
when the concept was pre-
sented Lo Pakistan and India.
They has different geo-political
perceptions bul the absence of
mutual trust, in their view, was
a mosl important impediment.
I recall the days of patient and
often frustrating discussions
with my counter-parts from
India and Pakistan to persuade
them that trust will follow co-
operation il we begin the pro-
cgss ol cooperation in some
stlected ficlds. | pointed out

SAARC at the Crossroads: Need

the exampie of the Hundred
Years War between England
and France and yet how they
have agrced to work together
within EEC. The case of
Germany and France coming
80 close to cach other is an-
other striking example of the
wisdom and [arsightedness of
their leaders. Once | had a five
hour marathon session with
Mr Riaz Piracha, the visiting
Pakistani Foreign Secreta

discussing only this .
Similarly. | spent long hours
with Mr Sathe, the then Indian
Foreign Secretary, arguing the
same points. The central
question for both the diplo-
mats was: can there be genuine
cooperation when there is no
mutudl trust? Late President
Ziaur Rahman was an opti-
mistic sort of a n and to

his credit | have (o say that he

did not lose faith. Prof Shamsul

H a wise and a patient man,
wa.-:d nstakingly at the
political | to bring about an

understanding on the :
Finally, after a period m
sive diplomatic effort, the first
meeting of the Foreign Secre-
taries of the seven countries
was organized in Colombo in
April, 1981. 1 had the honour
to attend this meeting
representing Bangladesh.

" History tends to magnily
the success and ore the
[rustrations and setbacks one
faced on the o success.
The Colembo meeting— the
first of its kind, was perhaps
the most difficult diplomatic
exercise that | have gone
through. It was not certain, till
the last moment, that we
would .succeed in issuing a
joint communique at the end
of the meeting. However, our
patience paid off and we
reached an agreement on the
basis of a common minimum
programme. Some of the most
important subjects were ex-

SAARC. Trade and ;

et cbarrs
for consideration
non-controversial subjects
h as
agricultural
chosen for cooperation.
The logic which motivated us
was simpile. [t was our beltef at
the time that unless the pro-
cess of cooperation begins, the
spirit of c will net
to meet as a group o deal with
some issues of common con-

cern, this will gradually buitld
up confidence and eventually

i
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more substantive ia

Su events have un
fortunate proved that the
strategy
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numerous mectings at the
level of Ministers, senior offi-
clals and technical officials the
achicvements are really very
few and perhaps not worth the
effort made by the m-
ments. In fact, the only suc-
cess that one can talk about
SAARC s that 1t is there; it is
still able to hold summits from
time to time. However, Lhe
summits have become protocol
events full of ‘'sound and fury
signifying nothing.’ The lead-
ers make t and states-
manlike speeches but do they
really mean what they say?
There is no conecrete evidence.
There {s a deep mist of dis-
trust clouding the vision of the
leaders. The last two summits
were preceded by situations
which left no doubt that the
member countries do not ac-
cord a high priority to SAARC.
They all pay lip service to it
but the commitment is just not
there. Over ten of meet-
ings seminars and the six
summits have not had the ex-
pected result either in terms

rescarch ete-

for Fresh Thinking
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basic pillar of state policy.
Unfortunately, however, onc
that the forces of
comymunalism have eroded the
spirit of secularism in both

opposition in the Parllament.
Until recently several impor-

lani siale governmenis were in

Algeria Gets Tough with its Fundamentalists

Chris Simpson writes from Algiers

Islamic militants killed five police officers in Algeria. The authorities clamped a night-
time curfew on the capital Algiers and gave an ultimatum to the militants to disarm. The
militants have gone underground to continue the fight to build an Islamic state in Algeria
started by the now outlawed Islamic Salvation Front. Gemini News Service reports on what

has led to the latest political erisis in Algeria.

Tweive year prison sentence
tor with a PhD from DBritain
imprisoned by the French dur-
ing the Algerian war of inde-
pendence. Madani developed a
massive lollowing. His perfor-
mances at mosques drew hun-
dreds. :

FIS grew in popularity as it
successfully exploited the
growing hostility in- Algeria to-
ward the National Liberation
Front (FLN), which had held

power since independence.

The fierce blend of militant
Islamic teachings and virulent
attacks on the regime, com-
bined with the promisc of a
betier Algeria, held obvious at-

tractions for the thousands of-

voung uncmployed, who be-
came ils main supporlers.
More than ¥5 per cent of
Algertans are under 30. The
FI.LN rolc in the war against
French colonial rule meant lit-
tlke to them. FIS took on the
mantlc of the old, revolution-
ary IFLN,

FIS looked unstoppable. [t
won strongly in municipal

~ clections in June 1990 and

looked set to repeat the vic-
tory in legislative elections in
late-1991. It would have been
the first time a radical Islamic
movement had taken power
through the ballot box, with
repercussions throughout the
Muslim world. FIS was to be
denied its fincst hour.

The military stcpped in, the
elections were cancelled and a
new High Counoil of State
(HCE) was formoed as President
Benjodid stepped down after

13 yvars.

The new regime banned
FIS. Somc¢ B.000 of ils sup-
poricrs woere senl Lo spocial
deiention contres withoul any
trial, whilc 12-ycar prison
sentences were  given Lo
Madani and his lcading licu-
temant, Ali Bel Hadj. Thosc
mosques which FIS had come
to dominate were closed.

The "HCE,

first under

' Pruesident Mohamed Boudialf,

who was assassinated in Junc,
and then under President Alj
Kali, has madce it clear it
wanis (o return Algeria to
some¢ kind of democracy, to
revive the process aborted in
January 1992. With this -
tive in mind, a lentative dia-
logue has becn started with
the main political parties, in-
cluding the moderate Islamic
movements. FIS, however, re-
maing banned.

The HCE has made it clear
there is no place at the ncgoti-
ating table for Islamic radicals
who do not accept the new
grovme rules: they must modily

‘Dhaka WASA billing’
Sir, In reply to a letter pub-

lished in The Daily Star on
November 30, 1992 titled

"Dhaka WASA billing' written by

M K Nabi of 86 Swamibagh
Lane, we, the concerned au-
thority, like to state that long
before the publication ol this
letter Mr Nabi was well ex-
plained about his 'Asahi’ water.
meter on July 8, 1992 by our
Executive Engineer {rom ghe
Meter Department on his ap-
plication on April 7, 1992,

After that he applied on August
26, 1992 to pay his pending
WASA bills in twelve instal-
ments. With a view to recover-
ing the arrear dues, ten in-

- stalments were allowed in his

favour and accordingly bill was
sent to him. Bul instead of
paying the bill, he again raised

| complaint about meter read-

ings system on October
10,1992 . So it becomes clear
that he did not apply with the
intent of paying his pending

| bills, rather he adopted this

tactic to avoid disconnection of
line.

It has also been apparent by
record of this Authority that
Mr Nabi has long been avoiding
lo pay his WASA bills with the
excuse of meter reading sys-
tem. It may be mentioned that
till 1.9.92, the WASA arrcar,
including excise duties,
with lien stands at Taka
56,954.556. In the mean time,
on October 24, 1992, he was
requested by the Revenue

‘Zone-1 to pay his arrears.
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their views or face continued
isolation. Il they reosist and
continue the armed struggle,
the HCE is committed to de-
ferating the fundamentalists
through force of arms. .
But the outright victory the
regime wants, and has pinned
such hope on, has yet proved
clusive. While comparatively
lew former FIS activists have
taken up weapons, the under-
ground movements have posed
a permancnl security threat.
The violence has mostly
becn fairly small-seale, but
worryingly persistent. Scarccly
a day by without seme
kind of incident being re-
ported in the Algerian press: a
shooting at a road-block, a
late-night gun-battle, a bank
raid, a bombing.
papers arc full of up-
dates on the sccurity forces'
pursuit of wanted terrorist
leaders and endless specula-
tion as to who is behind the vi-
olence. There have been re-
peated allegations that Iran,
Sudan. Pakistan and Saudi
Araliia are involved, Franee,

T G W e e ——

the letter also Lold.
line would be dis-
and certificalc case

Dﬂ'u:rndaé,
his water

connected
would be

arrcar.

Dhaka WASA hopes that Mr
Nabi would refrain [rom fur-
ther wasting time and rclieve
himsell of the debt by paying
the total arrear in time and
thereby save his water line
from being disconnected.

Syed Altaf Hossain

~ Public Information Officer

Dhaka WASA

Save the youth

Sir, Now-a-days, therc's
[ound a mixed f[eeling, with
hopes and aspirations of suc-
cess, among the present you-
ths. We consider the dark
alleys we see as their destruc-
tiveness to the highest magni-
tude.

The reason behind it is
the increasing evils like addic-
tion to drugs, terrorism, hi-
jack, and murder as well as yet
existence communication gap
between opposite sexes. On
the other hand there are ways
to overcome these evils over-
riding the youths. If we con-
sider the practical side we find
that the political and patriotic
social workers can contribute
greatly to the character boost-
ing of the present day youths.

If they can be kept away from
political arena and encouraged
to study sincerely then the

present youth will be able to

filed to realisc tLhe -

" bereaved mother
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locate the recal good of life.
Therelore, it should be Lhe

joint responsibility of the pre-

sent political | leaders, social
workers, parents and the

tleachers in the educational in-

stitutions to groom the young
boys and girls to facc the [u-
turc challenge of sumvival in a
world of ever increasing popu-
lation. The young generation
should be taught the ways and
means of facing the challenges
of life, which will be more dif-
ficult in future than are today.

F M Mehedi Hasan
Pallabi, Mirpur, Dhaka

Heartless

Sir, "Does a mother cry 21
ycars after her son's death” is
the heading of a report pub-
lished in the Star . of 7.12.92.
The person, Maulana Abul
Kalam Yusuf, who ridiculed the
rhaps has
not heart to u stand the
sentiment of a mother and of
human being. The said Mau-
lana, unders . has nei-
ther fathered any children nor
felt empathy for a berecaved
family because ly per-
sons like him and heart-
less [followers engincered
killing, looting, raping and
burning millions during the
Hberation war violating all
norms of humanity. Such per-
sons are not humans to say the

lcasi a Muslim. Islam is a reli-

Enn of peace, harmony and
rotherhood and only person

. children during the

with the head and heart of a

human being can be a true
Muslim.

| owe duty to all mothers of
Bangladesh who lost their
1871
Libcration War to hang my
head in shame for such utter-
ances of the so called Maulana
of Jamaal in a public meeting
on 6.12.92. It is Ume for all of
us to rise & a man to fight
such molives,

Syed Siddique Hossain
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Beauty parlours

Sir, Beauty parlours have
once again become an issue of
newspaper reports and edito-
rial reviews. What is very much
alarming and unfortunate is
that some or such shops
in the country are functioning
virtually as massage parlours
and allegedly promoting im-
moral activities in the society.

The police in the recent days
have however succeeded in ar-
resting quite a large number of
persons engaged in the mas-

sage parilour services.

There are of course some

- genuine beauty parlours exclu-

sively for ladies. But the activi-
ties of the fctitious beauty -
lours have :rllhdnh:.lnt:-
ing situation for those who are
running genuine business.

We would urge upon the
concerned authority to take

appropriate actions in order Lo
protect the good-will and rep-
utation of the genuine beauty

pariours.

M Zahidul Haque
Assistant professor,

Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka

Practical planning

Sir, Scvcral economists
played a significant role during
preliberation days in respect of
finding out disparities existed
in the then two wings ol
Pakistan in respeet of indus-
trics, services, infrastructures
cte. These cconomists became
Planning Commission mem-
bers, advisors (o policy plan-
ners and so on. Thus large In-
dustrics ltke Machine Tools
Factory, Dry Dock, paper
mills, disel plants ete were sect
up in the country. Now the

wages, .
:n‘p@t‘d\lﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂm
months. The sale volume was
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belleved in secularism but Gen
Zmul Huq pushed the country
further away from the spirit of
the modern times Extremists
and fanatics are not sitling idie
in other countries of the
region In my view, it s this

phenomenon which must be
addressed by the lenders of the
SAARC countrics if they
what they say in terms of

they can bring
back goodwill and trust among
the nations and communities.
Only then can we look up to
SAARC 1o fulfil its promise.

oo, has been altacked for al-
lcgedly harbouring known FIS
sympathisers. The bombs have
mostly been directed at icke-

phonc booths or empty build-
ings., bul civilans have also
come under attack.

President Ali Kali has
warned that Algeria is “facced
with a situation fraught with
violence and terrorism”™ and
has urged that “society must
.:5?“'1 the ltq*‘c and defend
itselfl against the fonces of sab-
olage and death.” He has =
hinted at outsidc powers hav-
ing an interest in promoting
violence in Algeria echoing the
linc taken by the Algerian
press.

The government has set up
an anti-tcrrorist unit at the
Ministry of Defence, headed by

Muhammcd Lamari, a
man with a tough reputation.
it has also set up special courts
to deal with thosc of
being members of under-

nd Islami movements or
with arms.

General Lamari's men have
already sprung into action with
a series of high profile raids on
known flundamentalist strong-
holds, scizing large supplies of
weaponry and mass
arrests. It has been clear

that those who choose to
ignore President Kafli's
amnesty will [ace long prison
scnitences or even

CHRIS SIMPSON is a free-
lance journalist and broad-
caster, specialising in Weslt

African politics. Ile recently
vis iterel Algiers.

larger projects but they had no
practical experfence in re-

speet ol management. Under
the above , whe is re-
plant man-

 ager or the planner? And what

further plan can actually save
the cconomy?

Sadig Alee
Moghbazar Dhaka

Rules of syntax

Sir, With reference to the
article, titled “Nations must

refer o the following excerpts
with a view o knowing

“Coeoperalion among the
stalcs is the bpirit of the time
in the ‘unipolar world" at large
after the fall of communism”;



