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Time Running out for Rao

Tension is said to be brewing once in the
town of . This tn:eulmultwthrm
by the Hindu zealots to launch a mass demon-
stration i they are not allowed to pray at the
makeshift temple which they have built at the
site on which the recently razed 16th century
Babri mosque stood. According to reports. the
Hindu priests and n are demanding public
rights for worship at the disputed site.

Much criticism, and justifiably so. have been
heaved on the government ol PV Narasimha Rao.
for not having antictpated the plans of the RSS
and other Hindu organisations. He tried to miti-
f,al: some of his critical lapses by t some
ough actions afterwards, like banning the fun-
damentalist political organisations, arresting
some of the leading res of Hindu fundamen-
talist movement and dismissing four state gov-
ernments ruled the BJP. Clearly, Prime
Minister Rao saw t to be the only option he
had before him, both for the future of his
and more importantly for the survival of the
nrinciples on which modern India was founded.

¢ had to meet head on the forces of communal-
ism. With this in view, he can be credited to have
moved, though belatedly. against Hindu funda-
mentalist forces. But given his personal traits,
which always tended to seek a consensus, or at
least a position of compromise, he did not move
fast enough. decisively enough and far enough.
For example, after having sent the security forces
lo take over the disputed site and having driven
all the so-called 'ker sevaks' out of the demol-
ished mosque site. Rao should have immedjately
removed the makeshifl temple and placed # at
the site where already some platiforms were
erecied earlier as a part of the proposed Ram
temple. For each extra day the makeshilt temple
was allowed to exist, its removal became more
and more diflicult.

The new demand of the BJP to allow the
' Hindus to pray in the disputed site, is a cleaver
. move by the communal forces, the possibility of
' which the Rao government should have foreseen
and should have quashed in the bud. —

After winning the no-confidence move by the
BJP, the Indian Prime Minister said that "It was
time to create new history.” He further said that
for the first time all secular forces have become
united against the communal forces. If it be so, it
is indeed a good news. The big
will Mr Rao and his Congress Parly do with this
massive coalition. To paraphrase a Chinese
proverb, embedded in every crisis, there lies an
opportunity. The opportunily for Mr Rao, and for
the Congress lies in a%nlng or an all out offensive
against the communal forces. The vast majority of
the deeply religious Hindus, and the secular
lorces do not want the type of politics that they
are being led into by the RSS, VHP, BJP and the
others. Having being shocked into the awareness
that the very integrity of India is being threat-
ened, they would be willing to listen to the
Congress and other like minded parties if the lat-
ter launches a massive campaign for strengthen-
ing the fundamental principles — of democracy
and secularism —
founded and principles that have served India
well in making
power that it has become. Middle class India
“would know well the price of chaos, destruction
and communal violence. Through this campaign
the Congress and its Left Front allies will in all
probability, emerge stronger. |

But for all this {o happen, the initiative and the
offensive must come from the Congress and espe-
cially the Prime Minister. He cannot continue to -
be seen only as reacting to events and not being
able to take decisive action. The matter of con-
cern is that time is not in Mr Rao's favour. He
must acl belore il runs out.

Dhaka— Moscow
Cooperation

Russia’'s emotional link with Bangladesh — or
the vice versa — dates back to the heady days of
1971. This link the breakway republic of the for-
mer Soviet Union shares with other republics
each of which is an independent state now. But
on the same token, and even on concrete terms,
Russia and adesh ap te be ready enough
to give a new lease of life to the mutual co-opera-
tion between the two countries. A protocol signed
between Dhaka and Moscow provi for consul-
tation at the level of senior oflicials of the foreign
ministries of the two countries at least once a

ear looks to be a very good beginning. Russian

ederation Deputy Foreign Minister Georgi
Fridrikhovitch Kunadze, during his four-day ofli-
cial wvisit, expressed optimism that the
‘compatible economies' of the two countries
would offer enormous opportunities for mutual
co-operation between them. His interest in im-
porting manpower from Bangladesh, for example,
is an indication of the willingness to expand the
areas of co-operation.

On its part, Bangladesh really stands to enor-
mously benelit {rom such co-operation and joint
eflorts. Russia is already a big buyer of our tea,
jute and leather. With the opening of Russian
market to private entrepreneurs, transaction at

~the private level is expected to receive a tremen-
dous boost. Already such a deal has been finalised
for supplying 15,000 metric tons of raw jute and

question is what -

on which modern India was '

it the industrial and economic .

60,000 metric tons of jute goods to a private -

Russian agency. The area of export from
Bangladesh can surely be expanded with the in-
clusion of items like medicine and food-stuff.
Similarly, Russia has some cheap technological
expertise and industrial goods to offer in return.
Given the range of mutual transactions, co-opera-
tion and collaborative ventures, there is enough
scope for strengthening the relations between
the two countries. |

Both Russia and adesh are going through
a process of political and economic transition.

Although they are placed at v

ve nt, their economic and social challenges
are almost equally daunting. It is this economic
option that should bring their lot together for a

concerted drive for their respective na-
tional economies stronger. Howevermuch they
can help each other in this crucial time of their
economic rebuilding effort, will ultimately in
their own favu;mi‘ e task ttljt;::h:{ consultative
body ought to be the identifica as many ar-
eas as pgnl;siblt for mutual co-operation. The fact

that broad-based relations depend on concrete’

and mutually beneficial ventures has to be recog-
nised before aiming someth really ambitious.
For both Russia desh, economy — and

Fcunomy alone — will prove to be the binding
orce.
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‘tragic happenings — namely,

ITHIN the European

' Community, there are
Wt‘."‘ tendencics on the
Ei:-tbn of how to organise its
ture military system. Some
propose ltmn]thlmng the
‘European pillar within a

reflormed ATO. Others

believe that the timie has come -

to r a more autonomous

E: nee system around the
estern European Union

(WEU). :

These ﬂll‘lm rs T
tives surfaced most ?nnp:ft
cally on 22 May 1992, when
French President Francots
Mitterand and Chancellor
Helmut Kohl announced the
creatfon of a 35,000 strong
French-Cerman  joint foree,
the European Corps, to be de-
ployed in Germany beginning
in 1995, They invited other
European countries to con-
tribute to this embryonic
‘European army.’

This French-German ini-
tiative was not well received by
the Americans and the British,
who criticised it strongly at a
NATO meeting a week later
- On the same day of the
Mitterand-Kohl announce-
ment, NATO Secretary-General
Manfred Worner declared that
NATO forces could act as
peacckeeping forces in
Eastern Europe on behall of
the Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe.

NATO ministers ratified this
stance on 4 June 1992,

The pro-NATO' camp — the
United Kingdom, the

Netherlands, Portugal, Norway
and Turkey — support a NATO
in which the US maintains
leadership, but with increased
European military spending
and céntrol, They also support
increasing NATO collaboration
with the former Warsaw Pact
countries.

Official NATO texts still in-
sist that NATO is the basic sc-
curity structure: EC military
plans should complement it
rather than challenge it, This,
of course, also suits the ‘sole
supcrpower’ stance of the
Pentagon. The UK, for its part,
wants to preserve its role as
Washinglon's ‘'main ally’, a role
which the Gulfl war reallirmed.

The sceond tendency sees
the US as a strategic ally of
Europe, but advocales a sepa-
rate EC ‘'defence identity’,
with its own armed forces co-
ordinated by the member
countries. This would include
modilying the responsibilities
of the EC and integrating
Ircland, Greeece and Denmark
into the WEU. Mitterand and
Jacques Delors, president of
the European Commission,
have advocated ing French
nuclear forces at-the disposal
of the EC.

Since the Eurocorps, not to
mention the Euroarmy, have
yet to be translated into real-
ity, Mitterand and Kohl have
no problem saying they are
still committed to NATO. What
is left unsaid is that they antie-
ipate a time when the US will
be unable or unwilling to play
so greal a leading military and

political role. This is certainly
the implication, though. of
Mitterand's reference to the
Los Angeles rebellion as evi-
dence t the US has its own
problems to which it must at-
tend.

The débate on out-of-area
operations thus alternates be-
tween those who pro “re-
orming the 19049 Treaty of
Washingtlon 1o allow such op-
erations, and those who be-
leve thesc rations be
Inlh:hln:r:nftht“.
Washingion and London heoid
that the WEU be allowed to
take oul-ol-area actions, but
only under NATO command.

This ‘would give Europe
both more influence within
NATO and the c to re-
spond with the US to world
events', says Brilain’'s Minister
for Foreign Aflairs Douglas
Hurd. "We could build on the
WEU's experience in the Gull
when looking at how a
European military role could
be further developed.

An alternative approach
would subordinate NATO to a
US-dominated UN Security
Council. In cases of perceived
threats to a NATO country,
Article 53 of the UN Charter
would be applied. This stipu-
lates that the Security Council
can make usc of ‘regional
agreements and organisations’,
if the need should arise, to ap-

ply coercive measures under

UN authority.

The UK would most likely
support the US on this, with
France in an ambivalent posi-
tion and Russia and China ab-
staining. This path would lend
UN legitimacy for military in-
tervention on behall of inter-
ests defined primarily by
Washington and London, as
was the case in the Gulf war,

In January 1992, France
proposed to the UN General
Assembly the creation of an in-
tervention force under UN
command. This is France's way
of restraining US intervention-
ism and at the same time rein-
forcing the idea that there
could and should be other in-
terventionary (AKA peacekecp-
ing) forces.

A report to the North
Atlantic Assembly by NATO
member country parliaments
promotes reinforcing the se-
curity ol the Mediterranean
region through cconomic aid,
coordination ol asylum and
immigration policies, and
Middle East arms control. [t
also includes 'the capacity to
respond rapidly to the military
challenges that may present

themselves, particularly in

Pmﬂﬂ“ AT N
ckping is rubric '

under which cach at-

tempts to consolidate its pesi-
tion. For the US there is the
cover of UN Security Council
resolutions, In 1991, France
and Germany proposed send-
ing a WEU peacekeeping force
to Yugoslavia, largely to but-
tress the concept of European
armed force. The Netherlands
also proposed scnding a

Negotiations are going on among the Northern
mmhwhﬂhmmm
mmmwmmmm
military interests in the Third World, the
Middle East and East Europe, etc.

peacckeeping force, but under
NATO command. No doubt
fcaring for its position in
Northern Ireland, the UK re-
jected that proposal outright.
British and US forces, to-
gcther with those of eother
European countries, inter-
ven in northern lraq in
199] to protect Turkey from
Kurds fleeing Iraq. This action
was a continuation of the war,
but it opened the floodgates on
the debate over national

sovereignty and human rights.
Rapid Reaction Forves

While the tssue of out-of-
area operations is debated, the
potential military structures
for future interventions are be-
ing organised. During the
1980s, the UK, France and
italy each created their rapid
deployment forces, following
the US example. Spain ac-
quired its own in 1991. In May
1991, NATO reorganised the
structure of its force and cre-
ated is multinational Rapid
Reaction Forces.

According to Gen Peter
Heinrich Carstens, comman-
der of NATO's Allled Mobile
Forces (the embryo of the
Rapid Reaction Forces), The
Gull War demonstrated the
extremely risky and dangerous
crises may arise which must be
countered ... The means of
conflronting them must be
forces which can be deployed
rapidly outside the country of
origin ... It's quite clear that
the more multinational the
make-up of the force, the
greater the political impact of
cmploying ft.'

Referring to NATO's Rapid
Reaction Forces, Gen John
Galvin told Congress that
among thc important issues
NATO would tackle in the fu-
ture are ‘instability in the
Southern Region’, and ‘out-ol-
arca contingencies.’

A good example of the
practical application of the
combined reform of NATO in
rclation to the 'Southern
threat” is NATO's planned
maritime lorce structure. This
will be based on the principle
of a modular multinational
naval task force, and a its
lasks will bg

defences against such prolil-
crated threats; suppression of
the narcotics trade’. All of this
would happen without! regard
to the claims of many coun-

'trics o 200 nautical mile Ler-

ritorial waters, or 'cconomic
cxclusion zones'.

NATO's New  Sirategic
Concept indirectly considers

destruction, disruption of the
low of vital resources and ac-
tions of terrorismm and sabo-

Lage

The WEU is, for Washing-
ton, London and the Hague, a
concessfon to the other
Europecans, in return flor
military contributions for in-
tervention in Eastern Europe
and the Third Weorld that
would augment those of NATO.
During the Gulfl war, the WEU
member countries conducted
joint  patrols (n the
Mediterranean, the Red Sea,
the Gull of Oman and the
Peesian Gull. In the summer of
1991, the president of the
WEL proposcd formation of a
WELU Rapid Reaction Force
that would share equipment
and lorces with the proposed
NATO Rapid Reaction Forces.

NATO Secretary-General

"Worner, cnmmentlﬂ‘ on the

proposed Eurearmy, said,
‘Maybe this new body could as-
sist NATO... In this case we
would undoubtedly support its
formation. Il it could take out-
of-arca actions, all well and
good. NATO forces could also
be assigned to assist them un-
der the umbrella of the WEU.

From these various propos-
als, the idea taking shape is
thal in this period ol transition
the US and Europe could share
military resources and appara-
tuscs until roles solidify. In
some cascs national armies

" will take action on Lheir own.

In other cases action will he
coordinated by the WEU, o
NATO may act on its own. This
system of multinational forces
and intervention resources
with multiple commands for

diffcrent operations is known
as 'double hatting'.

‘We advocate a "transatlantic
conlractl”,’ states Willem van
Eekelen, secrctary-general of
the WEU, 'A new kind of
‘"double hatting” of lorces will
become possible, allowing
forces assigned o the Central
Region lo act as a rapid de-
ployment force for the entire
European Lheatre and in some

prolifer-, . cases lor out-of-area contin-
ation of threa weapons -

as well." He goes on to
explain that 'Europcans will
want to limit joint NATO ac-
tion lo the defence of the
treaty area... In ouj-of-Europe
contingencics, European coun-
Lrics should play a larger role
lo protect their security inter-
esls bul Lhis should be pro-
scnled as a two-pillar approach
with appropriate liaison ar-
rangements with the US.

India Counts the Cost of Hindu Fanaticism

DK Joshi writes from New Delhi .

NDIA f aces an uncertain
I luture after demolition of

the historic Babri Masjid
in Ayodhya which tore apart
the country's secular fabric.

Prime Minister PV
may have
averted the danger to his gov-
ernment by handling the af-
termath with a firm hand, but
this reprieve is politically
temporary. The future will
largely depend on the manner
in which he tackles the politi-
cal, economic, social and emo-
tional fallout of the traumatic
events.

His government's credibility
has been rudely shaken by the
drift and indecision that pro-
ceeded the mosque demolition
on December 6. The biggest
issuc for Rao is not merely Lo
maintain law and order bul to
restorc popular faith in the
secular values of India as en--
shrined in its constitution.

He faces a greater challenge
in future because of his gov-
crnment's commitment to
build another mosque at the
disputed site and the resolve
of Hindu communal move-
mernts to prevent that.

Rao treated the Hindu or-
ganisations commitied to
construct Ram temple at the
disputed site with kid gloves
because of fear of a Hindu
backlash and the loss of elec-
toral support from religious

- minded Hindus. :

It remains to be seen
whether he and the ruling
Congress Party have learnt the
bitter lesson [rom the recent

Sir, Several hundred
"Bougainvillea” plants were
planted along the footpath on
both sides of Kazi Nazrul Islam
Avenue between Sonargaon
Hotel and Sheraton Hotel
Unfortunately, the same peo-
ple who planted them have
just removed all those plants
aflter a fortnight! Those plants
were [ixed by boring holes on
concrete slabs and reconcret-
ing works have n recently,
Similarly, sort of pine tirees
have just been planted -on
Motijheel-Fakirapool DIT
Extension Road and the plants

= = — ——

that communal and fascist
forces, if appeased, become a
danger to a democratic and
civilised society.

Five communal organisa-
tions, three Hindu — Rashtriya
Swayam Savak Sangh (RSS),
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and
3ajrange Dal — and two Muslim
— Jamait-e-Islami and I[slamic
Savak Sangh — have becen
banned.

large-scale arrest have been
made of members of these
banned orga
ing that of Lal Krishna Advani,
parllamentary leader of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJD),
the biggest opposition parly in
parliament,

Rao's critics inside and out-
side his party [ear that the ar-
resls may become counter-

- productive unless backed by

firm administrative aetion and
mass educational programmes,

The communists and other
secular parties have offered
their-co-operation in fighting
the Hindu communal menace
as represented by the BJP and

- its allies, particularly the RSS.

This may lead to a new align-
ment of forces and an éntirely

~ new political scenario.

The communists will be
wary of giving the impression
that support of Rao's govern-
ment implies tacit a acquies-
cence in its ¢conomic liberali-
sation policy. Whether Rao will
be inclined to modify this pol-
icy to secure communist sup-
port to fight the BJP is not yet

‘Clear,

have been [ixed between con-

crele slabs of road islands’®

There s hardy a clearance of
25-30 centimetres between
the two slabs and thus within
3-4 years the bottom girth will
touch the concrete slabs re-
quiring demolishing and [ur-
ther reconstruction or uproot-
ing of the trees.

Under the above backdrop
and ‘muntnhmt‘f as repeat-
edly uttered by all top brasses
ol the present govt, who |s

thus accountable for what is

indicated above.
' Sadig Alee
Maghbazar, Dhaka

|

nisations, includ-

A balance shecet of the gains
and losscs [rom the Lragic
cvenl shows that, as well as
learing apart India's secular
[abric, it humiliated the nation
before the world. It has been a
serious blow Lo the liberalisa-
lion policy and weakened the
government and its moral au-
thority, besides killing more
than 1,100 people and de-
siroying property.

However, it has also pro-
duced trends that can prove an
advantage in repairing the

- damage, Hindu fundamentalists

are on the defensive and the
BJP morally mauled. The
cpisode has prompted soul-
searching among educated
Indians and a realisation that
loss of ideology and commit-
ment by the Congress and
other secular parties was re-
sponsible for political drift and
a lust for power,

. Going deeper into recent
cvents produces the realisation
that the Indian political soul is:
nolt dead. The killings aflter
December 6 were not commu-
nal riots. No religious shrine,
Hindu of Mauslim, was de-
stroyed in the mass frenzy.

The ‘Prime Minister
blamed BJP for the tragedy at
Ayodhya. His crilics are not
prepared to give him the alibi
that he was betrayed by the
BJP, which ruled the state of
Uttar Pradesh, in which
Ayodhya is situated. They be-
lieve his failure to anticipate
the events was largely due to

BTVtelop

Sir, This refers to a BTV
telop usually shown after Azan
which depicts a Quranic verse
— 'Prottek Atta ke Mrittur
Shad GCrohon Korte Hobe'
tEng! soul must have taste of
death) Al-Quran, Sura: Al-

Ankabut (The Spider). The
question is whether a 'soul’ re-

“ally dies? In the o Arabic
mu.themrdmhnm

referred. According to the
Holy Quran, there are three
states of man's life viz. his life
in this world, his life in
‘barzakh' and the great manit-
festation of all spiritual real-

has -

ars s

scnsus and fnaction — and
greater concern for his own
political survival than the fu-
ture of India.

They argue that from the
very beginning he had relied
on BJP support in parllament.
He saw it as a cushion against
any onslaught [rom the lelt
partics. He ignored the advice
of Human Resource Minister
Arjun Singh and others and
tricd lo counter Singh's criti-
cism by insinuating ft was dec-
signed to dislodge him. Singh,
a contender for prime minis-
tership, was always suspect in
Rao's eyes. Rao tried to isolate
him.

Now Singh turns round and
says: "l told you so.” He told a
party mecting how he was sub-
jected to "Jibes and taunts”
during the last five months for
advocating an anti-BJP ideolog-
ical line. Rao's indecisiveness
and tendency to procrastinate
is no longer considered an as-
set and a sign of maturity. It is
seen in terms of weakness and
lack of leadership.

The silver lining in the oth-
erwise bleak horizon is that
Indians are, by and large, polit-
ically secular. The atmosphere
was vitiated only when Hindu
revivalism, with the Ram tem-
ple as its symbol, was allowed
to infiltrate into the political

system. '
India faces a s [u-
ture. Congress is in no danger

of losing power but Rao's fu-
ture is.a different matler.
— GEMINI NEWS

DK Joshi is a senior I'nelian
journalist, :

of '‘barazakh' the inter-
mediate state in which the
soul lives after death till the
greater resurrection. So , it
implies that the soul actually
never dies. What actually hap-
pens through
his state of life

Well, let the Islamic schol-

on m m- I I“'

vite xplanations.

M Zahidul

s P
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute

Sher-e- Bangla Nagar, Dhaka

death is a man .

NATO o implement out-of-
area acrtions -

The purpose of achieving a
hanson between these two or-

=ﬂntp.l|- :-
Iﬂl‘!ﬂUl‘nt“Iﬂﬂ"'

in outl-of-arca coeperation,

whibe cxisl-
wummu.. is tn-

creasingly clear that the WEU
natens alone would find it very
diMicult to mect the dual chal-

cans appreciale it or not, the
involvernent of the US military
could be crucial In worst case
scenarfos. and very welcome

indeed in less t:h‘lhw

contlingencics.

In May. NATO ataged
Operation Dragon Hammer
92, a major air, land and sea
excroise in the Mediterranean.
The commanders involved
cited Algeria. Libya
Turkey, as w~!l as Yugpsiavia,
as potential lrouble spots re-

quiring NATO capabilities.
Centres of Power

The debate over the future
of European military forces is
not about different approaches
to security, development or
access 10 resources, but about
whether there will be one or
scveral centres of power, and
where those will be. In early
Jyne 1992, Washinglon made a
point of calling attcntion to the
war in Yugoslavia and the fact
that the Europeans and the UN
are incapable of stopping it.
The implication is clear: the
US is neccssary to keep the
pcace in Europe. via NATO.

With regard to the Third
World, the tendency is to es-
tablish special relationships
with some countries and
zones, while leaving the rest to
the margins of the global
economy, To malch and to
preserve this emerging pat-
tern ol 'discriminate’ eco-
nomic Uties, the rich countries
are debating the most appro-
priate means of coordinating
‘discriminate’ intervention.

The Persian Gull and the
Maghrib arc two kcy arcas of
traditional confol, sometimes
contested, by the powers of
the North. Along with Eastern
Europc and the former Soviet
Union. the Middle East is a re-

US. Europe and Japan will
continue 0 be both econamic
rivals and military allics
Washingion. supporicd mainly
by London wants o magntain a
preeminent role in the Perstan

Cull, while the Maghrit
to ﬁirﬁptmhﬂl:-nn
countrics. Even in the Quif
though, the US necds
European assistance — finan
matic support and economic
aid to specific Third World
countrica

Government, mfiitary and
media elites in Europe and
IJWI.I'I percefve a eontinuing
need for a military allance
with the US, but many also
percetve that Europe is accru-
"11 the economic and
poiitical potential 1o stand on
its own by the beginning of the
next decade. They do mot want
to break with Washington dur-
ing this period of transition.

The Middle East — the
Persian Gull in particular — is
an arca of intersection for US,
Europcan and Japanese Inter-
csts. [y exiension. the debate

over oul-ol arca’ intervention
is also one of interseetion be-

tween current military strue-
tures and projects such as
NATO and the WEU. In the
military arena. Europe and the
US (and to a lesser extent
Japan) are negotiating the
most appropriate means of
maintaining Western (or more
appropriately Northern) con-
trol of the Persian Gulf into the
next century and beyond.

— Third World Network
Features /Middle East Report

MARIANO AGUIRRE s
Director of the Centro de
Investigacion para la Paz in
Madrid, and Associate Director
of the Transnational Institute
in Amsterdam.
by Penny Fischer)

OPINION

Let Our Leaders Weigh
their Words Carefully

Onc of the sancest things |
have recently read (s Mr S M
Ali's Commentary published in
The Daily Star on December
20, | must make it uncquivo-
cally clear at the very begin-
ning that | place on record my
tolal agreement with his views
cmbodied in the Commentary
not because | am a votary of
the BNP or an opponent ol the
Awami Leaguc, but as a volary
of sanitly, sobriety, decorum,
lolerance and circumspection
in all walks of life, particularly
in the turbulent political and
social condition ol our country
when stability is the erying
need of the hour.

It must be ruefully admitted
that most of our public leaders
do not weigh their words
properly before using them in
public, before making state-
ments and speeches and ex-
pressing sentiments. Personal
animosity and lack of a gener-
ous sense ol appreciation and
assessment drive many of us Lo
say things which are oflen
misleading, untrue, confusing
and unrcasonably contemptu-
ous. When ordinary people ut-
ter such words, the impact is
nol [ar-reaching, although they
may lead lo serious personal
conflicts and squabbles: but
when important people or
people holding important po-
sitions in life and society speak
incautiously morc harm is
done Lo the country than can
be perceived immediately.

But when leaders betray
immaturity in their speeches a
country has reason to be de-
spondent simply because they
arc not leaders in the true
sense of the term, fit and wor-
thy enough to lead the country
and the nation to the desired
goal ol stability, peace, happi-
ness and prosperity.
Immaturity seriously points to

deficiency tn understanding

and assessing a situation, in
discriminating between the
proper and the improper, in

| determining what is to be said

and when 10 be said. how to be
said and o whom to be said.

You have very ri asserted.
A leader must avoid the temp-
tation of making political

statements on the basis of
gucsses, hecarsays

such siatements expose intel-
lectual bankrupicy and lack of
political wisdom, acumen and
alertness. Francis Bacon has
truly said, "Mens Thoughts are
much according to their
Inclination: ﬂﬁrmmm“m
and Speeches to
their and Infused

Opinions; But their Deeds are

aficr as they have been

Accusiomed”. A leader must
always remember — "A Mans
« Nature rones either to Herbes,

and ,

. hunches”. Needless o say that

or Weeds: Therelore et him
scasonably Walcer the One, and
Destroy the Other'. (Bacen).
This implies an alert scnse of
judgement which is secldom
refllected in the slatements
made by many a people at the
helm of affairs.

One can casily trace many of
our woes and ills and weak-
nesscs to incompetent leader-
ship which is refllected in
weak slatlements and
spueeches. Alter all, a compe-
tent leader will manifest cir-
cumspection in all his or her
deeds, desires and disposi-
tions. [lis or her steps will be
mecasurcd and ,luncd to the
principles and Philosophy he
or she. or his or her party
stands lor. Remarks which are
nol prompled by any dcep
scnse of responstbility  will
tend to point to the uncer-
tainty in the principles and
philosophy of a party or an or-
ganization and thesc will scare
thos¢ who are committed lo
the serviee of the coultry and
the nation as a whole.

Nobody, much less a leader,
has any right 1o lead "tens of
thousands ol people” or an un-
enlightened “cheering crowd”
o believing something which
is, both in essence and in
spirit, not backed by evidence
or fact. There is already a great
crisis in matlers of leadership
in our country. If time and cir-
cumsiance prove that some of
our leaders are not reliable
since they are prone to delib-
eratcly concoct things to dis-
credit those whom they op-
pose, the saner and wakeful
section of the society will be
thrown into a crisis of trust
and faith. "Unsubstantiated
charges” nn:iv diminish one's
stature and destroy one's
credibility and make one Hable
o be rejected by the alert sec-
tion of the people, by those

- who attach due importance to

veracity and propriety.

There has always been,
there is now and there will al-
ways be, rivalry in politics. But
it should be remembered that
rivalry is nol enmily and
should not lead to unpleasant-
ness or bascless accusations:; it
should lead to healthy compe-
titlon harnessed to ﬂ:ﬂ-:;
being of the country
terest u
all nﬂmnﬁmﬂh
principles of sanity,  sobriety, -
gbodsense, jud t
good tasie be to pre-
vidil in all matters at all times.

M Abu Taher Mojumder
Prefessor, Department of

Jahangtmagar University,
Savar, Dhakea




