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Police arrested JP Secretary General Khaledur Rahman
Tite from near JP central oﬂ!ﬁce in city yesterday.

JP Secy Gen arrested
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porters that the government
was suppressing the JP work-
crs and supporters for the past
scveral months.

He that a conspiracy
was being hatched against JP
and scaling ol the olfice was

part of that conspiracy. -
Tite ecriticised the other

opposition political parties for
not protesting the repressive
activities ol the government

3 newsmen sent
to Rangpur jail
hajat

LALMONIRHAT, Dec 24: A

istrate court today re-
jected bail petitions and sent
three journalists to Rangpur
jail hajat when they surren-
dered to the court in connec-
tion with an anti-corruption
case, reports UNB.

The journalists are editor of
weckly Janajani Sultan Ahmed.
correspondent of Radio

Bangladesh and daily Sangbad
Gokul Roy and correspondent

of daily Dinkal Golam Mustala.

BCL wins Badre
Alam College
union polls’

From Our Correspondent
GAZIPUR, Dec 24: Bangla-

desh Chhatra League fBCL)

won all 15 ‘posts in- the
students union election of the
Bhawal DBadre Alam Gowvern-

ment College today.,

End of the world
not in a

billion years

LONDON, Dec 24: The end
of the world is nowhere near
night, aecording to research
published today, reports
Reuter. ,

A sludy by Ken Caldiera and
James Kasting of Pennsylvania
State Universily reported in
the British Scientific Journal
Nature said the planct had
about a billion years left,- 10
times more than [orecast by
other éxperts a decade ago. -

"Our prediction ought to be
encouraging to humans,”
Caldicra and Kasting wrote.

"We can breathe easy for
aboul a billion, more years,”
said Tyler Volk of the earth
systems group at New York
University in a companion ar-
ticlc commenting on the re-
search.

The same journal reprinted
a forccast by scientists James
Lovelock and Martin Whitlield
10 years ago that mankind
would die out in 100 million
yecars,

The latest study says the
end will come when atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide levels
drop below' the minimum level
nceded to support photosyn-
thesis, the process by which .
plants gencrate [ood and lib-
crate the oxygen required for
human fife.

The collapse of the bio-
sphere may be a long way ofl,
but liture gencrations can ex-
pect a bumpy ride,

“We certainly have more
immediate problems during
"the coming century in trying
to prevent our awn selves from
ravaging the biosphere,” Volk

"Caldiera and Kasling's
work raiscs issues that are
hauntingly familiar: The role of
carbon dioxide as a greenhouse
gas, a possible need for plane-
tary engineering in maintain-
ing the earth's habitability — or
rather its comfort for humans
— and fundamental questidbns
about the ullimate persistence
of life and the pace of evolu-
tion.”

- — Star photo

against JP.

Former minister and JP
Presidium  member  Sirajul
llossain Khan along with a
number of mid-ranking JP
lcaders was present when the
incident otcurred.

JP in a press release con-
demned the arrest a de-

" manded immediate release of

its secretary general. The JP

~would observe December 27 as
prolesi day, the press release

saud.

UNB adds: Acting Chafrman
of Jatiya Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury yésterday con-
demned the arrest of his party
Secretary General Khaledur
Rahman Tito and called upon
all democratic [orces to resist
the repressive actions ﬂf the
government.

Alliance panel
sweeps JUTA
election

B}' JU Correspondent

‘Alliance pancl won all the
scals save one in the Jahan-
girnagar Universily Teachers'
Association (JUTA} polls hcld
yesterday.

A total of 202 outl of 205
volers. turned oul at the
Tecachers-Officers Club to elect
Lthe JUTA Execulive

Committee lor the year 1993 L

.frum‘ the ¢ t.ﬂ‘.lll..
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Prof Dr Sharif Enamul Kabir
els. ' |

* Incumbent JUTA President
Professor Khandaker Musta-
hidur Rahman has been re-
elected President. The other
clected members -are:

Vice President, Dr Jasi-
muddin. Ahmed, Professor of
Chemistry; Treasurer, Mrs
Shaheen Mahbooba Mahmood,
Associate DProlessor of the
Department of English; Sec-
retary, Dr Sharil Enamul Kabir,
Prolessor of Chemistry; Joint
Secretary Abdul Mannan
Chowdhury, Assistant
Professor of Physics.

Dominated executive mem-
bers from the alliance panel
are— [Dr Mohammad Imam-

uddin, Professor of Physics, Dr

“ Mirza Aminul Hoque, Proféssor

of Chemistry AFM Daniul
Hoque, Professor of Bengali A
K Azizul Hoque Bhuiyan, Pro-
fessor of Geography: Samsul

~ Alam Salim, Assistant Profe-

ssor of Governmerit and
Polities. : :

The sole member elected
from the other panel is Sheikh

Ferozuddin, Assistant Prole-

. ssor of Pharmacy who secured

@ one vote lead over his rival.
Meanwhile, Election Com:
missioner Professor Maliz-

uddin thnnlu:d all concerned

for the' peaceful holding of

~election.
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Pope John Paul 11
joy for the birth of Christ as he
celebrated Christmas
Midnight Mass but lamented
the il will that prevents peace:
on earth, reports AP.

any

Hasina greet
Christians

President Abdur Rahman
Hrl-.lwnn mt:rﬁ:; said that the
sell- sacrifice
lh: wel and services to
the mankind left behind by
Jesus Christ would act as a
source of i ration for estab-
lishing peace and brotherhood
in this trouble-torn werld of
today, reports BSS.

In a message expressing
warm greetings and goed
wishes to the Christian com-
munily en the eve of Christ-
mas, the President said the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ would
inspire mankind through the
ages o work for the welfare of
humanity and rise above all
kinds of malice and jealousy.

" The President said a demo-
cratic government has boeen
¢stablished in the country for
achieéving the objectives of cs-
tablishing rule of law and
keeping the pace of develop-
ment  uninterrupted. The
democratic system has to be
cstablished on firm footing for
fmproving the living standard
of the people, he added.

The President hoped that
the nation would succeed in
huflding a self- rellant country
by cnsuring participation of
the people of all communities
in the devclopment activities,

In another message Prime
Minister Begum Khalcda Zia
also wished welfare, happiness
and peace of the pcople and
members of the Christian
community on the occasion of
Christmas Day.

The Prime Minisler sin-
cerely congratulated the mem-
bers of the Christian Com-,
munity and hoped thal they

‘would continue to play their

constructive role in. the wel-
lare-oriented @and nation bu-
ilding actjvitics as I;l'm.."_vflr did in
the past.

She said, olerance, wellarce
of mankind and pecacc are the
basic principles of all religions.
Pecople of all religions have
been living in harmony in

-Bangladesh imbued with these

principles [rom time im-
memorial, she recalled. She
said, we have to devote to na-
tion building activities uphold-
ing the tradition.

- Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
has conveyed her warm greet-
ings and good wishes to the

Christian community.

In a message on the eve of

X'mas Day, Sheikh Hasina said,
Awami League believes in equal
;lﬁ:hl.s privileges and status of

uuu”nih

Wl o iy v

as the essence of all religions
is wulfan: of the humanity.

Sheikh Hasina recalled the
supreme sacrifices made by
the people of all religions dur—

ing the 1971 War of Liberation,

Bangladesh emerged as a secu-

lar state through the victory of
the independence war burying
all communal sentiments, she

added.

- Pope celebrates
X-mas Eve

Midnight Mass

VATICAN TITY, Dec 24 :
proclaimed

Eve

“Tonight, the church looks

to you, Jesus Christ, who are

| the mighty God and the prince
of pecace — and implores from

you peace for all redcemed

humanity, John Paul declared.” -

"This peace is your name.’

Pilgrims and tourisis

‘packed the basilica lor Lhe
scrvice that was broadcast (o
millions at home in 43 coun-

trics.

A 30-metre (99-fool)

Christmas tree from the-ltalian
Alps and a nativity scene with
life size figures decorated St

Peter's Square in a tradition

begun by Polish-born John
Paul

The Pope began his homily

quoting Luke: "Glory to God in

the highest, and on Earth
peace among men with whom
he is pleased.”

The Pope did not mention
specilic conflicts in his

homily, but cipants in the

scrvice included Catholics
. from two of the world's lcading

trouble spots — Somalia and

Cma!:ig.

DUTA
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ycslcrday afternoon said that

the postponed election would
be rearranged as early as pos- -
sible. No new date for the polls

has been announced.
University Club sources said

that the polls began on sc hf:d
ule at 10 am.

Three ballot boxes were ar-
ranged in three sCcparate
places.

Sources said that after a

couple of minutes of polling,
when about 15 votes were cast
the errors in the ballot sheet
‘was detected.

Soon after the election

- commission along with the

panel leaders affter a short
meeting announced the post-
ponement.

r.
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Prime Mirister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a peasants’ rally in Chuadnnp town

football u'ruund ﬁlterday

Stranded Pakistanis
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clearance dome in the ¢amps.

Transit camps will however
be set up later before the pro-
cess of sending the rest of the
3000 families begins. The
2,38,000 rclugees are shel
tered in some 66 camps across
the country.

Speaking on the process of
return to and the rehabilitation
in Pakistan, Nasim Khan, the
Chiel Patron of the SPGRC,
said that the returnees would
first be flown to the provincial
capital Lahore [rom where they
would be taken to dilferent re-

{ ception centres in Punjab.

The repatriated Pakistanis
would be given monthly al-
lowances and other [acilities
for 18 months on their return,
Khan said. They would later be
included in the voters' list of
the Punjab province.

Khan met Wyne December
12 when the latlerr was in
Dhaka accompanying Prime
Minister Sharil.

With the announcement of
repatriation, the would-be re-
turnces began sclling their
properly and other belengings.
Many of them have alrcadv left
l.hcirjnbs

"l have already left my job
and sold off some of the
household goods . . . I'm now
waiting for a go-ahead,” said
Muhammad Islam, a securitly
guard in the Adamjecc Jute
Mills.

AFP [rom Islamabad says :
The first bateh of 18,000
stranded Pakistanis known as
[3tharis are Lo be repatriated
[rom Bangladesh within a few
months,
menlary Aflairs Amir Hussain
lold the 1louse Thursday,

Arrangements have alrcady
been made o provide housing
lacilitics [or some 3,000 fami-
livs in Punjab province where

the Biharis are m be scttied,
he said.

The minister said the cxact
dale of their arrival would be
fixed later as the construction
work in Punjab’'s Mian Chunnu
district is to be completed in a
few months time.

He said the governmént had

allocated 130 million rupees -

(more than five million dollars)
with the help of the Jeddah
bascd Rabita Alam-e-lslamd
(World Islamic Congress) for
thefr resettiement

The Urdu-speaking Bihari
community migrated from the
Indian state of Bihar afier the
partition of the subcentinent
into Independent Pakistan and

Indi in 1947,

After, the - ereation of
Bangladesh in the former
province of East Pakistan, the
Biharis refused o become part
of the ncew state. They have
bven stranded in camps in
Dhaka sinece the couniry's in-
dependenee in 1971,

Minister for Parlia--

— PI1D phote

PM: Peasants
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they wanted the anti-terrorism
bill and they answcred ful-
throated in the alfirmative,
raising their hands in support.
Begum Zia said Lhe
and aspirations of the people
for which the nation fought the
liberation war are yet to be ful-
filled.

People have voted BNP to°

power because they believe
that it is the only -party which
van solve their problems and
(ulfil their hopes, she said.

Presided over by Gener
Sccretary of the Hri:hak

Shamsuzzaman Dudu, the rally
was also addressed among
other by its President Labour
and Manpowcr Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan and Foreign
Minister
Rahman.

loeal leaders Rafiqul Hasan
Tripti, Ahmed Alf and Shahidul
Islam also spoke on the oceca-
sion. s

The Prime Minister during
her
also addresscd ‘a conference of
pecasant represcnlatives ol
Khulna divisfon at Sreemanta
Town Hall in the morning.

Speaking on the occasion, -

Begum Zia called upoh the
representatives to go and work
beside the farmers and motl-
vate them for panlcipntlng in
the nation bulldin%m

She reminded t the p-t
autocratic regime was respon-
sible for thc certificate eascs

against the larmers.

Awami League President Sheikh Hasina speaking at a public meeting at Manikganj

}v-.-.u: rday.
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f-‘mrn Page 1 Col 8

proper, impartial and judicial
exceulion of both the laws.

The Home Minister was ad-
dressing the law and order
session of the two-day confer-
ence of the Deputy Commi-
ssioners at the conference
room of the cabinet in the
Secretarial here.

The conference was ad-
dressed, among others, by
State Minister for Law Aminul
Haque, State Minister for
Establishment M Nurul Huda,
Cabinét Secretary M Ayubur
Rahman, Principal Scerctary to
the Prime Minister K M Ra-
bbani and secretaries of home,
eslablishment and law minis-

" trics.

Deputy Commissioners of
the 64 districts and divisional

commissioners attended
meeling.

Emphasising the need for

- holding regular meeting of the

' distriet law and order commit-

" lee, police-magistracy and ju-

dicial conference, he asked
them to evaluate the proper
execution of law and effective
judicial praetices in criminal
proeecedings.

The Minister instructed
them to visit and supervise po-
lice stations, magistrate courts

and jails regularly.

He stressed ensuring trans-
parency and accountability in
every tiers of administration.

Dwelling on smuggling
Chowdhury asked them tlo
take stern actions to curb
inst the smugglers smug-

which is eating into the

of the national economy.

the'

- Communal violence

'PTI report
motivated,
baseless'

A Foreign Office spokesman
termed as “motivated, mislead-
ing,and bascless”™ a PTI news
itcm claiming “widespread
damage” was caused due to
communal violence in
Bangladesh following the de-
molition of the historic Babr
Mosque in [ndia, reports BSS.

When his  attention was
drawn to the news ftem the

ke n said despitc such
?}?‘gw‘igmjﬂnn: the pcpﬂph- and

the government remained

- stcadfast in their firm resolve

lo maintain communal peace
and harmony in the country at
all .costs in accordance with
Bangladegh's long established
practice and ethos and its tra-
dition of tolerance fnjnined ‘by
Islam.

He undﬂrlinf.‘d that Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
from the very outset following

. the Babri Mosque incident in

India specifically and repeat-

edly urged the people to main- |

tain peace and communal
harmony in the country at all
COsls.

The law enfoercing agencies
were deployed all over the
country and they were put on
maximum alert to contain any
act of communal violence, he
Besides, he said, the politf-
cal leaders and members of
parliament were active in or-
ganising peace rallles and
made efforts te méintain
peacg, calm and restrain

throughout the country.

— Star phm

‘Hasina
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lenee. opposition partics had
constituted commitiees  all
over the country in a bid to
maintain peace and goed rela-
tions among dillerent religious
scets, the Awami League
President said.

Assuming power on “false
commitment” to the elec-
torates, the opposition leader
said, BNP could neither give
peace nor security to the peo-
ple in the last two years.

Presided over by former MP
Malizul 'slam Kamal of Awami
League, the all-party meeting
was also addressed by Abdul
Mannan, Kazi Aref Ahmed,
Iasapul Haq Inu, AFM Mah-
bubul Hag,
Abdul Mannan Chowdhury,
Maulana Ahmedur Rahman
Azmi, Golam Mohiuddin and
Igbal Hossain.

Earlier, Hasina addressed
wayside gatherings at Gheor,
Baniajuree, Garpara, Dasora

and Betila, badly affected by
recent troubles.

At Gheor, supporters of
Awami League and JSD
shouted slogans and counter-
slogans when Hasina reached
there around 12:15 pm. This
led to a brief scuflle, injuring
Mainuddin Babul of Devendra

Govt College.

Christmas
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Meanwhile, a special
Christmas High Mass will be
offered at National Major
Seminary, Catholic Mission
Banani. The Christmas High

Mass has been arranged
Cyril Palmer, an employve tzl'
American Embassy (LGP for

the wellare of all at 9 am today ..

ASM Mostalizur |

day-long tour of Chuadanga |

Abdus Samad, Prol -

private

Defeated forces of 71 behind
communal violence: Kamal

NDr. Kamal Hossain. con-
venor of the Democratie Forum
said. the defleated forces ol
197] were res ible for the
incidents of communalism™ in
Bangladesh following the de-
molition of the historic Babri
Mosque and said Lhat forces
had becn trying to be rehabili-
tatcd in the socikely and con-

spiring against democracy, re- .

ports HBSS.

He said Lhe peace-loving

- peoplc of this country had not

responded to the provocations
of that defeated forces but re-
sisted the attempts of disrupt-
ing communal harmony in the

country.

Dr. Kamal was addressing as
the chiel guest a discussion
mecting organised by Tuhin
Smriti Sangsad yesterday in
obscrvance of the Victory Day
ncar Silverdel School at Warl

Presided over . by
Chowdhury Mahbubur thn'lln
the mecting was also ad-
dressed. among others, by
Demeocratic Forum Leader

Dawn-to-dusk
hartal observed

at Biswanath

From Our Cmupondent

SYLHET, Dec 24: A down-
to-dusk hartal was observed at
[3iswanath loday to press for
several local demands.

The demands other
include immediate repair work
of Biswanath-Jagannathpur
rnud .Rashidpur-Biswanth- |

tampasha- Ln:mlkm Road, na-
linnatlutinn of Biswanath

College and su of natural
gas in Diswa thana area.
The day-long hartal was
called hjr Chhatra Gano-+

Unnayan Parishad.

AII educational institutions
were closed during the hartal.
All types ol vchicles were off
the streets. Government and
offices were eclosed
while transactions in banks
were lolally stopped. .

IHTowewer, there was no re-
port of any untoward incideny.

Several mecti were h‘«:kl

al the thana hul:lqmlﬂm

2850 evicted
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The sources, said that DCC
had carlier urged thesc
shopowners several tlinwes o
give up their illegal scssion
on footpath and plots in the
market on which a criminal
circlec was said to have been
thriving, but the shop owncrs
ignored the call.

As a result, the Mayor ol
DCC Mirza Abbas MP yesterday
ordered such dr.um: mea-
Surcs.

Prior to this operation, a
detailed plan had been chalked
out considering the problems
that might threaten the evic-

- tion operation in one of the

city's biggest market— Kawran
Bazar,

Since a number of criminals

thrive on collecting tolls from

these illegal shops, the DCC
sources said, it d taken all
precautlionary measures o

avoeid any resistance from “toll
collectors” against the evic-
Lions.

DCC officials said, as part of
the precaupfonary measurcs,
the police had carlier arrested
13 such "toll collectors” I'mm
the arca.

"This criminal cirele I'.l,kt
an toll of about Taka
2000 from each of the 150
wholesale shops,” said a DC
official, “they also take no less
than Taka 100 per T th
shops, cloth Taka 15 to
30 per sma mﬂ! lhn]n
the officials "they
take Taka 2 for each 'n-od-
carrying rickhaw-vans.”

The plan of the operation
was m into three phascs.
sources informed, they were
planning and arresting crimi-
nals, secondly, the eviclion
operation and finally the per
manent measures which the
DCC olflicials did not disclose.

- non-communal country by

[darrister Amirul lslarh and

Mustala Mohsin Mentu,
Chairman of his [action of
Awanmd Jubo Ll‘.'w

Dr Kamal, also an interna-

tionally rrputrd lawyer, urged

the people 1o mainiain
Bangladesh's reputation as a
mw-
sisting the designs of those
qua lers which were out to
disrupt communal harmony,
creale division ameong the
pl'.:p’uc. destabilise the country’

destroy democratic pro-

tnhtrnpar: htl!hm-

Em: lo':ﬂu.ni:r -l
wor r an
aimasphere where the Hisbon
Muslims, Christian and
Buddhists could live peace-

fully.

He also wunderlined the
need for reviving the unity
through which we got our in-
dependence for materialising
the cxpeclations and aspira-
tions ol Independence War and
the 1990 mass movement.,

Two killed
i City
By DMCH Correspondent

., Two persons including a
tecnngf girl were killed and
one injured in separate inci-
dents in city yesterday.

Abul Khaer, 25, was killed
and Abdur Razzak, 28 injured
when a speeding truck dashed

a tempo Thursday at Uttara.

Khaer died on the spot.

They were in the tempo
when the truck hit it in front
of Rajmoni Marke® at Uttara.

The truck fled alier the ac-
cident.

Sabina Akhtar, 15. eommit-
ted suicide Thursday noon al
Mirpur Section 11, Block A.

She hanged hersell from
the cetling of her room at |
pm.

The reason for her suicide
could not be known. Her body
has been sent to Dhaka
Mcdical College Hospital.

‘Hindu, Buddha
Christian body
misleading people’

A ninc-mcmber delegation
of pastors led by Michael
Suhushamoya Das and another
15-member team of Bang-
ladesh Christian Assocfation
led by its President Louis A
Cosla together called on Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at

her secretariat here yesterday
evening, reports [3SS.

During the meeting Albert
I*. Costa, Prosident of the Ci
Committee of Banglades
Christian Association, was crit-
ieal of the role of Bangladesh
Hindu Buddha Christian Ofkkya
Parishad. He said, the parishad
has been isolating the mem-
bers of the mi comumunt -
ties from the mainstream. He

_said those who were invelved

in the Otkkya Parishad were

nﬂ:k‘adin; the people.

They greeled l;ht Prime
Minister on the eve of ho
Christmas. She also
Lthem.

During- the mee the
Prime Minister called col-
lective eflorts ir of
religious belicls for natien

artivitics.

She said, "We arc all
Bangladeshis and our common

should be alleviation
of poverty.” She furthér said
during Iit War of Indcpen

dence the entire nation fought
unitedly frrespective of casle

and creed.

Wishing happiness and
peace of the members of the
Christian commuynily she

urged them (o participate In
viarious programmes iﬂm
uee plantation, EP and
digging.



