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v Merry

‘Christmas

HRISTIANS all over the

world are going to

celebrate Christmas for
one more time today, the 25th
December, 1992. In
Western countries the pre-
paration for this celebration
starts wecks before. The
manifestations ol the prepara-
tions for the feast are quite
visible. Big shopping centres
are being piled up with
malerials of decorations,
greeting cards, presentations
etc. However, in Bangladesh,
Christians being a microscopic
minorfty around 0.3 per cent
of the whole population, the
same s not that obvious.
Anyway, they too prepare for
the Christmas.

In this country, beside the
Christians, non-Christians too
participate in the X-mas par-
ties organised by the reno-
wned clubs and hotéls in
gorgeous manner.

Christians, in general, cele-
brate this day with great
solemnity,. enthusiasm and
merriment. They beautify their
houses with traditional fervour
in a special way. Christmas
trecs are decorated following
the traditions of the western-
ers. Creches and slars are set
in the houses symbolising the
birth of Christ. English and lo-
cal cakes get prominence over
other delicacics. Exchange of
gifts and new dresses mark
the day. Children, the young
and the old all pay visits to
their relatives and (riends for
cxchanging grectings and ask-
ing for blessings.

The Bengali Christians fol-
low an interesting blend of
[Bangla and English Cultures —
while the ladics put on new sa-
rees, the men put on English
dresses such as suits, ties —
the varictics of Bangla pithas
gracefully appear beside
English cakes — while shaking
hands in English style, seek
blessings of the older people
in Bangla traditional way.

To celebrate the occasion,
the special church service is
held at night. Traditionally it
would be arranged at mid-
night but due to a fecling of in-
security, il takes place earlfer.
The Church interfors are
beautified with colourful pa-
pers, designs and decoration
pieces and towers are illumi-
nated. The youth wings of the
churches take initiative in this
matter. working together for
the celebration gives everybody
a special [ecling of belonging-

ness and unily. The special
choirs highlight the night's
function.

Let's take a look at the birth
of Christ with some relevances
to the Holy Bible. "While she
was still a virgin she became
pregnant by the Holy Spirit”
(Matthew : 21). Here, she is
mother Mary, mother of Jesus.
Christ. To devout Christian be-
lievers. .the Holy Trinity
(Father, Son and Holy Spirit) is
the basic tenel, The Holy
Trinity is a mystery and the
Christians have unqualified
faith in the Holy Trinity. The
three is one God. God. the
Creator, created the universe,
all the living beings, the birds,
the amphibians, the divinity.
He then created Adam and
Eve. The Almighty, the om-

ipotent and omnipresent has

ne many mysterious things
which are olten beyond com-
prehension of human beings.
In the eyes of the believers,
nothing is impossible for the

Almighty. The universe itself is -

a great mystery and the
Almighty remains the greatest
of all mysteries. Miracles still
happen. If one believes, for
'God, everything is possible.

Joseph, by profession a car-
penter and his fiancee Maria
were living in Nazareth. Cacsar
Augustus, the Roman Empcror,
ordered for a census. Accor-
dingly Joseph with his

betrothed moved to Bethlehem

in Judea for registering their
names. "He took with him
"Mary, his fiancee, who was ob-
viously pregnant by this time.”

OD is truly The [DBest
G Giver. Oltentimes, God

gives us what we need
and not mecrely what wg want
or expecl, Christmas illustrates
that truth. That is, while the
world awaited a savier who

would free humankind by his
power and conquests, then

God sent, instead, one who
liberates us by his example and
teaching: Jesus.

Thus, Jesus — whose name
means  savior tn the
Hebrewlanguage — was born in
a poor [amily. In worldly terms
he was an ordinary person be-
longing to an oppressed peo-
ple in an obscure part of the
world. His humble birth in
Bethlehem was followed by
thirty years of which we know
‘so little that they are called
"the hidden years” of his life’
From this period which consti-
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(Luke 2:5) Finding no accom-

modation in the village inns or
elscwhere, being disappoinied,
finally they had Lo take shelter
in a cave which was the place
for the sheep and cattle during
the night. At the midnight,

Maria gave birth to her first-

child, a son. She wrapped him
in a blanket and laid him in a
manger. Some shepherds were
in the ficlds outside the village
guarding their flocks. Suddenly
an angel appeared to them and

‘anpounced, "The saviour the

Massiah, the Lord, has been
born tonight in Bethlehem!”
(Luke 2:11). The message of
joy spread in no time.

Around that time three wise
men arrived in Jerusalem in-
quiring about the new born
King of the Jews "Where is the
newborn King of the Jews? For
we have seen His Star in far-off
castern lands, and have come
to worship him". (Matthew
2:2) "Entcring the housc
where the baby and Mary his
molher were, they threw

themselves down before him,
they

worshipping. Then

opened their presents and
gave him gold, frankincense
and myrrh,” (Matthew 2:11)
Thus the founder: of Chris-
tianity came into this world in

the most humble way.

According to Christian faith,
Christ came 1o salvage the hu-
manity from the ditch of sins
and darkness. [le thus worked
all through His life Jfor peace

and justice and never com-
promised with injustice and
. hypocrisy. He once drove away
hordes of traders who occu-
pied the temple of Jerusalem,
thus he saved religion from

becomjng traders commeodity.
Forgiveness and love was His
weapon against encemies. He
preached the message of
prace, love and justice,

As a sheer consequence, He
faced opposition from the
Pharisees the then proud and
dominecering religious leaders
but that did not stop him from
winning the hcarts of the
people by love and healing
pewer. Unveiling the hypocerit-
ical role of the so-called reli-
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tuted ninety per cent of his Lo-
tal life span we are informed
simply that he grew in wis-
dom, age and grace. Following
that period, during threc brief,
bright years; he went about
doing good to people and also
healing the sick. The love of
god which filled his heart im-
pelled him Lo sympathize wilh
all people, regaricss of . their
religious beliefs or doubts.
Jesus' compassion. when mel
by the trust which desperately
sick persons placed in him,
resullted in mdny miraculous
cures. :

Cristians perceive that the
nobility of Jesus' entire
magnilieent life was

[orecshadowed by his lowly
birth. We have reflected on it
and are constantly impressed
by, him because, although he
was  inflinilely blessed and
beloved by God, Jesus did not
rest complacent<n God's favor.
Rather, he emptied himself
and exsisted as a servant. Jesus

refused to demand for himasell

the trappings of a successful
worldly life and was, instead, a
person intent upon sharing
with others him knowledge

__,.) tmas Day.

— a Celebration of Love

gious leaders of the Jews,
Jesus confronted boldly the
Pharisees and opened a new
vista of life for all who ac-
cepted Him,

The greatest of all the
teachings of Jesus is “Love thy
neighbour as thyself." Notably,
Christ talks of the GODD
SAMARITAN as the true
neighbour of an individual who
forgetting all the differences
such as creed, ace whatsoever,
unconditionally helps his
neighbour in time of need. If
we (ry to delve into the preva-
lent reality, we will find out
that lack of love is the cause of
all disturbances, unrest, ten-
sions etc. In the absence of
love, we are constantly en-
gaged in wars within and with-

outL

"Love cach other just as
much as | love you" (John
14:34). Jesus made himself
humble and washed symboli-
cally the feet of his disciples
and taught them to serve oth-
ers selflessly to become their
true leaders. Following the
teaching of Jesus, if everyone
loves others and the leaders
commit to serve their people
with true intent of sell-sacri-
fice, peace can be established.
Love as has been told and ex-
emplified by Christ, reverber-
ates with the thousand echoes
of an eternal message : "love is
very patient and kind, never
jealous or enylous, never boast-
ful or proud, ncever haughty or
sclfish or rude.” (1 Cor. 13.4-
7,.13) of course, it is not so
easy to practise the culture of
love. It requires lots of teach-
Ings, willingness, commit-
ments and eflorts to aequire it.

This beautiful world could
become a peaceful abode for all
il only we could be more sin-
cerely attached to love, do jus-

"tice to others, be kind to the

weak, never deprive the needy
and share pleasures and pains
with others. The world could
be quite a different place.
These are no mere stalements
— they are proven physically,
psychgluglclli /
emotionally. The simple find-
ing of science is that mere
emotional supports from oth-
ers prolong our life.

From our experiences of
life, we can salely conclude
that love can do magic. It is
now agreed by all that love
begets love. We want to be
loved and respected but very
often we fail to love or show
respect for others. Nobody
should be deprived of what
he/she deseryes. The hypo-
crisy, sycophancy and false
promises should be stopped.
Everybody has a right to love,
justice and peace. If we want
lo sec it established, we must
learn to respect the same right
of others. And we can be sure
that hatred and jealousy will be
replaced by peace and justice.

Love whether it's between a
man and a woman or for hu-
manity or animals or nature
has no meaning untid put into
action. True love should not
urge one to throw acid on the
beloved for a refusal. Selfless
services and sacrifices are the
manifestations of true love.
Inspired by the teaching of
Christ, a band of seclfless peo-
ple throughout the ages since
the time of Christ all over the
workd devoted their lifetime
for the oppressed and desti-
tute. Mother Teresa is one of
the vallant messengers of love,
rendering rare services to the
most neglected ones. Of
course, there are many like
her, probably unsung but this
world needs many more of
them.

It is love for others which
establishes hope, [aith, justice

-and peace. And it is love which

can transform this problem-
stricken world into a happy
hearth for mankind. We need

| to uphold love, hope and faith

for our own sake., Let this be
the lesson for us on this Chris-

aboul how people should live
in order to attain deep:
happiness in this life. -
Jesus, whose carthly begin-
ning we celebrate on
Christmas Day, became a bril-
liant teacher. However, two of
the most revolutionary lessons
he taught were more clearly
understood by observing his
compassionate behavior than
by hearing him speak. That is,
scll sacrifice for the benefit ol
pcrsons unrelated to'him by
family tics, and, forgivencss of
persons who did wrong to him:
Jesus' life powerfully illus-
trated these magnaminious
virtues. Wherever factionalism
exists, Jesus' sell sacrificing
love and florgiveness continue
to be immensely relevant and
instructive,
" The joy of Christmas is not
Continued on page 1]

ly, mentally and

Christians in Banglé

ANGLADESH! Christi-

ans arc mostly recog-

nizable by their names,
though in some cases it may
not be so. About 92% live in
pockets of villages almost in
cvery district, most olten than
nol around a church or a
school

Christians [arm small tracts
ol land. In the towns they work
in offices. A few run small
busincsses; others are teachers
or nurses. There are a few
physicians, lawyers, civil ser-
vanis and military men. There
is onc MP from the Garo tribal
arca in the north.

Economically they arc
middle class or poor. The It
cracy ratc among Lhcem is 649%,,
In spite of this it cannot be
sald that Christians have madu
much contribution to the arls
and sciences in the country or
have risen to places ol emi-
nence. The reasons for this are
many. In the days of the
Hritish, Christians were con-
tent to make do with their
small land holdings and sur-
vive. They were cosy in their
[aith. They had the privilege of
altending schools but there-
altcr had no ambition. With the
birth of Pakistan in 1947 came
the rcalization of being a mi-
nority and having to do better
Lo survive.

Bangladeshi, first and
Christian aflterward, they are
best known perhaps for their
honesty. They number around
three lakhs, own about B9,649
dwelling units and have 463
churches.

Imtially, Christian mission-
arfecs came with Portuguese
scillers and traders. The sur-
names of Christians in
Chittagong, Noakhali, Barisal
and Dhaka are a pointer ‘to
this. After converting local
people, these missionaries
gavce them their own names lo
distinguish Christians from
non-Christians.

Christians in Bangladesh
belong mainly to three denom-

inations: Catholics, Baptists

and Anglicans. The Cathelics
comprise the largest denemi-
nation with about 100,000
members and for the purposes
of religious administration
come under one Archbishop.
After the war of liberation,
Christians made
progress but not enough. A
good number of them received
post-secondary education.
Many turned Lo small, service-
oriecnted businesses. Still
others went to the Middle
East: somc [arther overscas to
the USA, Canada, Australia, antli

some.
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Europe.

Bangladeshi Chrisuans have
made significant contribution
in three arecas: education,
health and rehabilitation. The
contribution to education is
scen in the primary and see-
ondary schools. Though not
many in number, these schools
are to be found matnly in the
villages. Most children attend-
ing the schools are non-
Christian boys and girls.
KRnown for the discipline and
exira-currtcular activities like
sports. debates, and reading of
books the sehools i petlron-

i7ed
their faiths. Among these St
Placid’'s in Chittagong: St
Gregory's. St. Joseph's and”
Holy Cross in Dhaka and St
Joscph's in Khulna., St.
Nicholas in-Dinajpur are better
known. SI. Gregory's has had
more than one cabinet mem-
ber in c¢very Bangladesh
Government. Two famous col-
leges are Notre Dame for boys
and tloly Cross for Girls, both
in Dhaka.

Since a cyclone played
havoe in the south of
Bangladesh in 1970, Christians

Foreigners residing in Dhaka in celebration
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many Trrcs pletfd of " EMcrdency aid “workers” were

have been involved in the reltef
and rehabilitation of calamfty-
alfccied people. The pro-
grammes range [rom dist t-
ing lood and reliel materials 1o
butlding houses and cyclone
shelters, running trade schools
and organizing the poor to de-
velop agrieulture. The budget
of one organisations engaged
inover 30 projects is running
over 40 crore Taka

During disaslers, emer-
geney ald is given to the al-
fected as quickly as possible,
When the latest evelone warn
i Newember 1992

I et

from Chitlagong and Dhaka as
soon as they were required.

In many parts of
Bangladesh, Christians per-
form works of charity. There
arc 3 hospitals, 2 leprosaria,
44 dispcnsaries, B orphanages,
2 homes for dying destitutes
and |1 for handicapped. These
are adequatcly staffed and effi-
ciently run for the wcllare of
people from all [aiths.

Bangladeshi Christians
made heroic contributions
during the war of liberation.

-

desh

Young men teok up arms and
fought in vartous scclors

with the Muslim. Hindu
Buddhist [reedom fAghters.
Severnl died.

Even though Bangladeshy
Christians are born and
brought up here, they are
thought to have an imported
religion, a western one.
Nothing could be far from the
truth as Christianity arose in
Palestine in the Middle East
Their allegiance is to thelr
country and to thetr faith.

During the Gull war,
Bangiadeshi Christtans were
made to feel very insecure,
Few in this country could real-
tac that Christians with Arabic
names fought tn the Iragl
army, or [or that matter,
Christian Palestinians are en-
gaged in the AOght for the
Palestinian homeland. Jeaus
Christ was a Palestinian, cruct-
ficd by the Jows.

In spite of the Christians
belonging to Bangladesh, they
arc made to feel uneasy. Thelr
activities in social work,
though respected and ad-
mired, arc looked upon as a
means to conversion.
Christians, wherever they are,
have always had a tradition of
opening a school first and a
dispensary afterward point
to Jesus Christ's teaching a
healing powers. By these acts
Bangladeshi Christians identify
themselves with Christians
world-widc. It is a testimony to
their faith. -

As this millennium draws to
a close and one looks forward
with excitement to the new
one, Bangladeshi Christians
ponder about their community.
Though there has been an in-
crease in numbers and some
progress has been made, there
has also becn a shift from tra-
ditional values. Youth question
clders. Uncmploymenl and
poverty have, led to despair,
There is lack of discipline and

system. Teachers, once ;
respected, have lost their es-
teem. Irresponsible  men
threaten -lives and property.
Charitable works are looked
upon with suspicion. They
wonder what shape the com-
munity will take and how they
will better contribute to the
nation. One hope is for a free
exchange ol ideas on faith be-
tween them and their
brethren at large with the view
that this nation can contribute

intgrnationally to the growth of
knowledge.

Gift shop being prepared at a local hotel
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‘Ho, Ho, Ho! Merry Christmas!

TS here again! Chris-

tmas is here with all it's

glories, mistletoe, holly,
gifts, card, Christmas tree,
Santa Claus and a lot, lot ... lot
more. So Merry Christmas to
you alll Hope you'll all have
heaps of fun with the Chris-
tmas stuffs. Now let me offer
you some [un about really
knowing Christmas!

You'r¢ gonna have a deco-
rated fir trec as a Christmas
tree at your home. Actually this
custom began in Gérmany with
the medieval mystery plays. A
lree played very important
part in these, and. when the
plays began in church, the tree
was surrounded with lighted
candles,

_Gradually the tree
entered people’'s homes and
the first once in Britain was
brought at the beginning of the
19th century.

Christmas is nol properly
‘Christmassy’ without Santa
Claus. Actually, Father Chris-
tmas is a blend ol many
traditions. Scandinavia gave
him his reindeer and sleigh.
S¢. Nicholas, a bishop,
gave presents to children, gave
him his alternative name,
Santa Claus. This is a variant of
the Dutch Sinter Klass, a popu-
lar name for St. Nicholas. The

by Sanjida Shaheed

idea of Santa Claus was taken
to America by Dutch settlers,
and from there, it found it's
way to Britain.

Christmas spirits really rise
skyhigh when the carols are
sung. It is [taly, where the
carols are said to be born. St
Francis of Assisi and his [ellow
monks composed brighl songs
based upon the nativity story,
and these were passed round
by word of mouth. This was in
the 13th century., From [taly,
carols spread to Spain, France
and Germany. The ecarliest
English carol goes back lo
1410, but they were probably
being circulated long belore

this. Taught by mothers to
children,

the involved a dis-

-mostly date not

linctive, gay rhythm and a
simplc story. However, the
carols that are sung today
from the
13th. but from the 17th, 18th
and 19th centuries.

Christmas cakes are shaped
like yule logs, or decorated
with themi. It actually reminds
us of an old custom dating
from medieval . times. An

~enormous limb of wood was

carried to the fireplace in the
baronial hall; and smaller
homes had their festive fires,
too. The yule was always
kindled with a charred rem-
nant saved from the previous
year. It has it's origin in pagan
days in the distant past when,
afller the shortest day of win-
ter, bonflires were lit through-
out Lthe land. This was a cere-
mony o welecome back the sun

after the long, dark nights of
winler. Alter Christmas, in
muodieval times, paris of the
logs were saved throughout the
year as a good luck omen (o
keep the house free from fire.

With holly and mistletoe,
around thd home, we can re-
ally sniff Christmas in the air.
The practice of hanging holly,
dales from the Saturnalia, a
Roman lestival held in honour

of the god of agriculture.
During the festival,” the
Romans sent Lheir friends

sprays and branches of holly
because the ?:I’r'm“ leaves
were a symbo unduE\‘
fi mnd'm? Happincss, ty
and fortune are su

to be brought into your home
by the mistletoe. And il you
kiss under it, you get an exira

bonus of luck. The belief
dates back to the Druids, who

were the priests of ancient
Gaul and Britain. thought
that mistletoe h mystie
power. When found it on

an oak in one ol their sacred
groves, they cut it from the
tree with a golden knile.

it's really more fun lo use
the Christmas things if c\.l
know aboul the erigins, beliels
and charms. Onee again | wish
you a happy, merry, " real
‘Christmassy Christmasl



