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(Games close

today

Sports Reporter

The eight-day long multi-
discipline [ifth Bangladesh
Ganws awails ceremonial clo-
sure at 3.45 this allernoon
with Jatiya Sangsad Speaker
Sheitkh Razzak Al announcing
the official end.

More than three thousand
sporismen and women [rom all
over the country took part in
this quadrennial ‘deshi

Olympics’. Although a couple of
distiplines like baskciball,

cni;{ng and one cvent of the
L] ing ttlon remain
to be mmﬂ. Bangladesh
Ansars have cemented their
position at the top of the
meddls table with a haul of 134

medals including 50 golds, 48
silvers and 36 bronkes.

Army look secttled in the
stcond pasition with 80
mudals including 33 golds.
Bangladesh Textile Mills
Corporation (BTMC) with 70
meodals are also in an unassail-
able third position.

Sabina Yasmin, the leading
female singer of the country
who rendered a chorus in har-
ness with Andrew Kishore on
the apening day of the mect
last Friday, is cxpected Lo do il
again this allernoon to give a
musical finishing touch,

Sweet revenge
for Navy spikers

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Navy rallicd
from (wo scts down against
defending national champions
Bangladesh Army 1o win the
men's volleyball gold in the
fith Bangladesh Games at the
Outer Stadium volleyball court

iy S

15, 7-15, 15-13, 17-16 and
15-8.
The Army spikers, who

only last week  denied Navy
the national title. started con-
fidently, winning the first two
sets  emphatically but scemed
to losc their way towards the
end, lelting their opponents
take the next three sets.

i was sweel revenge Jor Lthe
Navy playcers who lost the na-
tonal title 1o Army four ycars
in a row — always fnishing
sccond best.

In the third place decider
on Wcednesday Bangladesh
Rifles beat Bangladesh Ansars
for the bronze.
th:: the women's event,

na DSA bagged the gold
while delending two-time na-
tional champions BUMC and
“Bangladesh Ansars  pocketed
the silver and bronze respee-
tively. |
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury graced the men's
final yesterday as chiel guesi
and gave away the medals.

Eight tcams participated in
the men's cvent while six
fought for the women's medals.

Triple crown for
Biman's Mahbub

Sports Reporter :
Mahbubur Rab of Bangla-
desh Biman won triple erowns
in the badminton champion
ships of the fifth Bangladesh
Games which concluded at the
woeden-lloor gymnasium
yesterday .

The young shuttler came
back from boehind 10 beal
Sumon of Ansars by the odd
scl In three, Sumon won the
first setl 15-9 but Rab won the
ﬁn wo scts al 15-8 and 18-

Earlicr Muhbub won the
men's pair and Lthe mixed
doubles tlitles in assoctation
with his Diman pecers.

Mahbubur Rab paired with
: veloeran

BDR matmen top

Sports Reporter

tfes
the medals Lable of the
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Dhaki DEA elinghed the fif%th Ranglidesh Games hockey gold by edeing Bingladesh Army 6-
4 in the tie-brenker at the Hockey Stadium yesterday.

Dhaka prove true champs

aka DSA retained
their reputation

al the national le-
vel bealing Bang-
Lulesh Army 6-4 in the tic-
breaker in the final of the filth
Bangladesh Games hockey
championship at the Hockey
Stadium yesterday.

In a liveély conlest lancied
Dhaka [DSA led the first half 1-
0 but their robust opponents
drew level at the fag end of the
match only to concede defeat
in the spot-hit contest.

[Dhaka DSA pitched in right
from the word go with their
frontline quintet of Kismal,
Fazal, Jamil Parvez Lulu, Malck
Chunnu and [Barkatullah Chapal
combining well within them-
schves,

Chapal. the experienced
oulside lefl, weaved his way

{ past the tough Army delence

on number of eccasions bul his
peers were cither oo zealous
or oo lethargic to finish off
those seurrying crosscs from
el o right.

Abdul Malck Chunnu, the
veleran forward who had car-
licr made his intentions clear
o hang up his stick aftcr hav-
ing scrved the national team
lor a decade, had reasons 1o be

Star-studded Dh-

as the best outfit

Sports Reporter

in an expansive mood, showing
a Learesque disdain — not car-
ing who was in or who was out.

lHHowever, the wiry Chapal
sounded the board in the 29th
minute of the match offl a fine
Abdullah Piru cross to give
Dhaka an inevitable lead (1-0).

Chapal, who plays for
Mohammedan Sporting Club in
the First Division lecaguc
misscd a chance ol consolidat-
ing the lead two minutes later
when Army delender Ramiz
dispossessed him just in the
nick of time.

Afmy went all out for the

cqualiser in the sccond half
bul the plucky Dhaka defend-
ers, with a bit of luck, man-
aged to keep the marauders al
bay till the 68th minute of the
match.

A lovely eross from Maksud
was neatly trapped by Shah-
jahan and the forward unlea-
shed a powerlul angular shot
that gave Dhaka goalkecper
Shimul no chance (1-1).

Shimul, the Dhaka DSA cus-
todian filling in for the more
accomplished Rahmatullah
Asir was in fine form saving his
side at lecast oncce from surc

downfall when he rushed out

in time Lo block a stinging hit
from Army’'s [ lumayun.
Dhaka's hit men showed

— Star photo

fine nerve in the tic-breaker as |
all five of their ‘chosen [five'

converted the penalty strokes.
The five scorers in the dead-
ball situation were Chapal,

Sadck, Pird, Chunnu and
Tapan.
Allaz, Ramiz and Maksud

converted three out of Army's
share of Tive hits, and Lhe
,Services tcam had no other
choice but to accept defeat
which they appeared 1o have
staved off at enc stage ol the
maltch.

The cuphoria of the Dhaka
playcrs was a bit mellowed by
Abdul Malck Chunnu's farcwell
to the ficld - a very timely and
sensible decision by the vet-
cran hockey player.

Health Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusul gave away the
prizes as chiel guest.

Earlicr, in the morning,
Faridpur beat Dhaka Universily
to line up bchind Dhaka and
Army for the bronze medal.

Isa Miah and Giasuddin
scored the two goals for the
winners in the 53rd and 63rd
minutes of the match.

Eight twams divided into
lwo grolps look part in Lhe
linal round of this yecar’'s 15th
national championship, held as
past of the quadrennial
Bangladcsh Games.

Logie fit for Melbourne Test

MELBOURNE,
Doee 24 - Wererin '
middle order ba-
tsman Gus -
clearcd himselfl
lo play in Satur-
day s.secend cricket Test, but
on form is no ccriainty to take
his place against Australia at
the Melbourne Cricket, Grou-
nd, reports AFP.

The 32-year-old Trinida-
dian right-hander, with a Test
average ol 35.80, was passed
over for Keith Arthurion in the
First [Brisbanc Test carlicr this
month and has subsequently
done his cause little encoura-
gement in the World Series
Cup onc-day compcetition.

Logie, the lour vice-caplain,
has reached double figures
only oncc.

Logic was hit on the call

during Wednesday's ficlding

praciioe and suffered some
intwrnal bleeding, bul was able
o join in training today.

The West  Indics will likely
stay with the Brisbanc batting
Hincup. Arthurton is expected
o keep his £Iau. despile un-
convincing form In the one-
daycrs since his determined
157 Test debut inn nst
Ausiralia -

Patrick Palicrson, who only
ook one wicket in the drawn
Brisbane Test for a combined
127 runs ofl 26 overs looks
undcer threat from Anderson
Cummins or Kenneth
(£% e

The Australians trained on
Christmas eve, but are still no
closcr o deciding who will be
12th man. wilth the choice set

Pakistan to play
benefit series
in Sharjah

KARACIHI, Do 24. Pakistan
has agreed Lo participate in
the triangular crickel lourna-
ment carly nexl year in

Sharjah in the Uniled Arab

| Emirates involving Shri Lanka

and Zimbabwo officials said
hefe Wodnesday . reports AFP.*

"Singe U towrnament or-
ganised by the Crickclers
Benet Fund Scrics ICHFS) s
aimed at the wolfare of the
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“the Test with on

Lo come down Lo cither off-
spinner Oreg Matthews or leg-
spinner Shane Warne,
Australian captain Border
said he was reluctant o go into

two [ast
bowlers but he would Wait until

he had another look at the

pitch on Christmas Day.
Australia made two changes
[rom their Brisbane Test 12,
Mike Whitney replacing in-
jured paceman Bruce Reid and
23-ycar-old Warne, who has
the abflity to turn the ball
away from the West Indics
batsmen., displaced Dean

Joiw s,
One player under the spot-
light is Steve Waugh, Lrying 1o

"make a-succerss of his unac-

==

customed No 3 in the batling
order afler scores of just 10
and 20 in the Brisbane Test.
Border said he would pre-
scrve with Waugh  at three for

WELLINGT ON .,
Doc 24 Pakistan
woere confident ol
goeliting good re-
sujts on their
brief four match
cri kel tour of New Zealand,
caplain Javed Mian-dad said
Thursday, reports AP,

Th Pakistani squad has
halted their World Series Lour
of Australia lo play three one-
day internationals and one

Miandad wrete ofl Pa-
kistan s crratie form in
Australia as “part of cricket.”

the MCG- Tost.

Al adds: Australian ¢aplain
Allan Border and batsman
Steve Waugh both have points
to prove when  they faee the
West  Indies in the second
cricket Test starting Saturday
at Lhe Melbourne Cricket
Ground,

Border returns after miss-
ing a secrics of onc-day interna-
tlonals in which Australia was
successful under the captaincy
of Mark Taylor.

The 134-Test veleran was
recovering from a hamstring
injury and before that had a
public row with tcam manager
I3obby Simpson during the first
Test in Brisbane.

Border was fined for dissent
after that mauch.

Border said Thursday that
he was looking forward o
pulting both the injury and the
disagreement with Simpson
bchind him.

Border scored an unbeaten
116 against PPakistan in the
four-day match in Brishane
carlicr in the week.

Tt was good o hil the ball
well and get a century,” Border
saudd .

“Hopelully. | can carry thal
into some gnod Test  maltch
form,” :

Waugh, meanwhile, has
been angered by reports in the
media that his Test Place s
undcr threat.,

T try not to lel it get to
me, but il is starting to grate,”
Waugh said.

"When you are written-ofl
afler one Test it is disappoint-
ing.”

iandad's men confident

New Fealand coach Warren
LeeS, meanwhile, is confidenmt
his squad can bounce back al-
ter iis recent troubled tour of
Shri Lanka.

The tour party was split
when five of the 15 players,
along with Lees, returned
home when a bomb
near their hotel in
before they had pla a

played

All five — batsmen Mark
Greatbatch and Rod Latham,
scamer Willic Walson, *
ner Dipak Patel and all-
tl':-l*r Gavin Larsen — are in
three one-daycrs.

I13-man squad for Lhe

- .

' s Sport

| Ansars booters

L]
clinch gold
Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Ansars became
the new Bangladesh Games
lootball champions edging past
[3angladesh Customs by threc
goals to two in the final at the
Mirpur Stadium yesterday.

Earlier on Wednesday
Khulna Division sccured the
bronze beating Dhaka Division
by two goals o one.

In yeslerday's [inal, bolh
lcams were locked 2-2 at hall
lime,

However, il was Bangladesh
Customs who drew  the first
blood when Salahuddin nod
ded home a Manju lob [rom in
side  the box in the eighth
minute.

Angur gol the cqaliser for
Ansars In the 18th minultc
with a sudden shot, A

Salahuddin once again put
Customs ahead in the 25th
minute with a powerful shot
following a goalmouth melce.

But again Angur camc to
Ansars’' rescue in the 38th
minute with a rasping drive
from outside the box (2-2).

the match in favour of Ansars
three minutes [rom time with

- a ncatly-placed shot,

Customs delender Kamal
was senl off by referee M R
Muku! in the -54th minulc
when he made a cynical charge
on Ansars’ sirtker Munna. The
incident caused a three-

minule sloppagc.

’resident of the Bangladesh
IFoolball Federation Siddiqur
Rahman witnessed the final as

‘chiel guest and distributed

the prizes.

FIFA role for
Maj. Hafiz

Major (retd) lHalizuddin
Ahmed, MP, has been made a
member of the, disciplinary
committee of the International
‘ootball Federation (FIFA) at a
mecting of its exccutive ce-
mmitice in Zurich recently,
according to a message re-
ceived in Dhaka yesterday, re-
ports [3SS. '

A vice president of Asian
Foothall Confederation (AFC),
Haiizuddin Ahmed  is
chairman of the disciplinary
committee of the AFC.

Ansars judokas
lop the table

" Sports Reporter

angladesh Ansars Judokas
rpot their seal of supcriority on
the fiflth Bangladesh Gamcs
championships by clinching
two of the four gold medals at
stakc on the cencluding day of
the competition at the Dhan-
mondi gym yesterday.

The twa golds, two silvers
and a bronze they won on the
last day took their medal tally

lo 17 — eight golds, six silvers

and three bronzes.
Bangladesh Pelice — only
their men taking part —
picked up four golds, two sil
vers and four bronzes Lo finish

- second while Bangladesh Rifles

(BDR) among the ten teams
which made the medals table
with a count of three golds, ‘six
silvers and four bronzes.

In yeslerday's events, Mina
Akhiar ol Ansars bagged the
under 40kg gold while her
leivmmiate Mustafizur Rahman
picked up the glittering medal
in the men's under-45 kg
class. HTMC's Nayana Chow-
dhury won the women's open
category gold and the men's
open class gold went to
HBirendranath Ray. of
Bangladesh Police.

Navy, DU cagers

in today's final

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Navy will lake
on Dhaka University in the fi-
nal of the ffth Bangladcsh
Games basketball at ten this
morning at the wooden-lloor
Yyminasham,

in the first semi-final yos-
lerday, N%hll lilnj-tc'lh
Army by -61 points after

dominating the first hall 43-
37

Chandpur DSA by 45-4] points
in the other semifinal.

Bhola champion

Bhola Lal Chauhan won the
squash gold medal bea
Sohcl Hamid 9-7, 4-8, 9-6, 9-
in the final at the Dhaka Club
court yesterday, reports BSS.

President of Bangladesh
Squash Rackets Federation
Abdul Muyeced Chowdhury dis-
iributed medals among the
winners.

Zimbabwe to tour

India first

NEW DELHI, Dec 24 :
Zimbabwe will go to India for
their first Test tour, it was
announcced on Wednesday, re-
ports Reuter,
- Chandapa Nagaraj, sccretary
of the Board of Control for
Cricket in India(BCCl), said
Zimbabwe had been invited o
play a one-off Test and three
onc-day intcrnationals be-
tween March 10-25.
‘Zimbabwe have
our invitation o play their first
overscas Test match in India "
he said. ® ‘

also -

"tered  his own

-

Dhaka University warded off |
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e
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The proud bouters Hfl.tiillllglh'ﬂh':ih Atisirs who won the fifth Bangladesh Games
yesterday at the Mirpur Stadium beating Bangladesh Customs 3-2.

e

gold medal
— Star photo

Bangladesh Navy's
male swimmers
cmerged the run-
away champions
in the [ilth Bang-
_ ladesh Games.

(111 the concluding day of
lhe lour-day competition at
their own pool in Banani, Navy
finished with a flattering haul
ol cleven gold medals, eight
silvers and five bronzes for a
total of 24 medals — half of the
48 medals at stake in 16 dil-
ferent events.

Bangladesh Army came
home in sccond place, bagging
18 medals, five of them gold.
hall a dozen silver and seven
bronze, :

~ Only twe other tcams man-
aged to make # to- the medals
list
Shikkhya Protisthan (BKSP)
managing two silver and br-
onze medals each while Bang-
ladesh Air Force managed just
lwo bronzes.

Navy eclebrated their over-

whelming domination of the
pool yesterday in style when
Elins [lossain s¢t a new na-
tional record — the only one ol
the nine marks that were
rewritlen in this meet. He bel-
1500m [rec-
style time yesterday, clocking
18 min 22.15 scconds for the

distance, a good 16.60 scconds

faster than his previous best
.« Asnduzzaman of Army pi-
cked up the silver in 'a slow
19:03.95 sees while Lthe bronze
went to Navy's Md Golam
Kibria who timed 19:31.99
SCUS.

As many as five swimmers —
Mukhlesur Rahman, Kawsar

Ahmed and Md Dcen Amin of

with Bangladesh Krira

Sports Reporter

Niwy, and Shamsul Islam and

Yasin Ali of Army bagged three
gold medals each. But the
pride of performance went to

.-I .-_l_. ::._.:.:'::.. : L
iss Al

record

Rahman, the top Navy swim-
mer, who betlcred a SAF
Games rccord by shattering
Shri Lankan Md Sekander's
1991 100m breaststroke mark
on Tuesday. He also set an-
other national mark, in the
- 200m breasistroke, his spe-
cialty,

The wamen’'s competition,
held carlier over two days at
the Dhanmendi Women's Co-
mplex pool, saw Bangladesh
Textile Mills -Corporation top-
ping the medal table with a
dozen medals, ,cight of them

SAF gold medallist Mukhlesur-
_.:,_'- .. g S __. : I 1 ’ :_""r "

1500

'Sailors rule the pool

Shah Alam scaled the fate of -

‘gold, two silver and two
bronzes.

RESULTS

Following are the results of
the four cvents decided yes-
lerday: '

1,500-mctre  [reestyle
Gold — M Elias llossain (Bang-
ladesh Navy, 18:22.15 sec, new
record ) ; Silver — Asaduzza-
man (Bangladesh Army,
19:03.95 scc); bronze — M
Golam Kibria (Bangladesh Navy
19:31.99 sce).
100-m€tre butterfly : Gold
Mohammed Deen Amin
(Bangladesh Navy, 01:02.03
sce); Silver — Mohammed Mu-
niruzzaman (BKSP, 01:02:69
scc) ; bronze — M Abdus Salam
(Bangladesh Army, 01:02.97
sec).

100-metre freestyle  Gold
— Harunur Rashid [Bangladesh
Army, 00:57.39 sce); silver —
M Shamsul Islam (Bangladesh
Army, 00:57.49 scc); bronze —
M Mizanur Rahman (Bangla-
desh Navy, 00:58. 10 sec).

4x100-metre mediey relay :
Gold — Bangladesh Navy (M
‘Kaiser Ahmed, Mokhlesur Rah-
man, Mohammed Deen Amin
and M Mahbubur Rahman,
04:19.40 scc): silver — Bang-
ladesh Army [Shamsul Islam,
Abdus Salam, Nurul Islam,
Abdul Majid Dewan, 04:28.80
sce): bronze— BKSP (M Shaha-
dat Hossatn. Mizarur Rahman,

Muntruxzaman, Samanuddin.
04:38.4) sce). |

FINAL MEDALS TABLE

G 8 B T
[3 Navy 11T 8 5 24
B Army 5 6 7 18
BKSP 0 2 2 4
Air Force 0O o 2 2

Azh

NEW DELHI, Dee
24: Indian erick
¢t captain Moha-
mmad Azharudd-
in hil back at eri-
ticism [rom home
over his leadership on the tour
of South Aflrica loday and
hinted at giving up his post,
reports Reuter,

He told the pioneer news-
paper, following trenchant
comments from former cap-
tains Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi
and Sunil Gavaskar, that il had
become "fashionable” for for-
mer Test players lo eriticise
the current team.

"It is very casy lo criticise
from the outside. It costs lit-
te,” he said.

Azharuddin, who has won
only one of 15 Tests as Indian
captain, said he would review
his position alter the last Test
against South Afriéa in Cape
Town.

"The captlain can only be as
good as his players make him
to be, but he is always held re-
sponsiblec when things go
wrong. There s moral ae-
countability and | will have to
take a decision about this in
Cape Town.” he was quoled as
saying |

Pataudi, in an interview
with Indian television on Tues-

A

hit

y. said Azharuddin might

-hutﬂ. ter g 10 M siele which

Eﬂﬁ.l TR B

1 =

M AZHARUDDIN
Alrica 5-2 and drew the first
two Tests, did not 4improve
before the end of the tour.

lHe also criticised contem-
porary players for putting
monecy carned [rom promo-
tional matches in places such
as the United States, Canada
and Hong King, ahead of tour
preparations, :

"During his day there was
hardly any money, | know. Butl
il today players are making too
much for his liking, then the

m Snut]: =

s back at critics

lecam would be prepared ta
play a benefft game in his hon-
our. All the proceeds can go te
him,” satd Azharuddin.

“When we play outside, in
the US or elsewhere, it is al:
ways for moncy,” he added.
"And don’t many of these fors
mer playcrs make money
commentating on us?.”

That appeared to be a sally
al Gavaskar, who is in South
Africa as a television commen
Llor,

Gavaskar, in his regular col-
umn published in the Times of
india on Monday, lambasted
what he saw as a lack of com-
mitment  from the senior
players in the tour party.

"Unfortunately, In Indian
cricket, the feeling of tompla-
cency and self-preservation is
very sirong, so when a player
does well in one game then hé
will take other games lightly or
[ake injury so he dose not play
other games and [afl and be-
come known as a flash in the
pan,” Gavaskar wrote.

“There are players who are
crying ofl for so-called muscu-
lar injuries which cannet be
verified,” he added. |

"What the Indian team nee:
ds are no-nonsense players
and not who are just
happy to be tourists.” »

’s double crown Amy

Sports Reporter

National wemon's
champion Rina
carned double
erowns while
Ilira Lal won the
men's si s -
th' of the fifth Bang-ladesh
Games tennis compe-tition
which concluded at the Ramna
Tennts Complex yesterday.
"‘I-Hrm. the older of the two
Bhufyan sisters in yesterday's
singles final, prevatied 6-4, 5-
7. 6-4 over younger sisler
Shima, hersell a former na-
tional

champion.
The siblings are the daugh-
ers of Qudratullah Bhu , an
accomplished player of yester-
years. Their brother Harunur
Rashid has also been a top
player having represented the
country in Davis Cup play and
winning several national
singles and doubles titles.

Smarting no doubt from the
loss in the singles, Shima had
some  consolation yesterday
when she partnered her clder
sisler Lo win the women's dou-

blvs, defeating Saathi and
Monik: 6-3, 6-3 in the final.

Hira Lal, a Davis Cupper,
dented Faisal a double crown
by winning the men's singles
final 6-3, 6-2, 7-6 (7-5).

Faisal, in partnership with
Ruman, Wednesday won the
doubles title beating Mahtabur
Rahman Marul and Hira Lal 7-
6. 6-0. 76 . g

Fatsal, in ship with
Ruman, Wed won the
doubles title beating Mahtabur

Rahman Maraf and Hira Lal 7-
6, 6-0, 7-6.

BDR’s h’ball gold
Sports Reporter . -
National champions Bangla-

desh Rifles clinched the -
ladesh Games men's hml
wold by bealing Bangladesh

Police, 30-14 at the Dhaka’

Stadiu i

angddesh Afgars got the
bronzc beating Dhaka DSA 14
13 in the keenly contested
third pldee deeiding’ maich

carlier in the day.

e
punchers

win most golds
Sports Reporter
llangladesh Army emerged
as champions in the Bangla-
desh Games boxing champion:-
ship at the Muhammad Al
Boxing Stadium yesterday.
Army won nine of the thir-
leen golds at stake to

the medals table. They
collected two silvers

golds, three silvers
and four bronzes finished run-
ners-up while Bangladesh
Police with two golds, three
silvers and as many bronzes
sceured the third ition. ;

Bangladesh Rifles collected
three silvers and five bronzess
Hangladesh Textile Mills Cor«
poration (3’TMC) won a silves

and we bronecs while Jessemne

were the other team to

clinch

a medal, a silver. !
Seventy-five punchers rep«
rescenling 14 teams partied-
pated in the four-day meet or

nised the ngladesh
‘hLmr tgzm anﬁ.




