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American killed in mine
blast in Somalia

MOGADISHU, Dec 23: A US
Army employec was killed and
three other Amertcan civilians
were wounded Wednesday
when their vehicle struck an
anti-tank mine necar Bardera,
the next destination of the
Marines’ mercy mission, re-
ports AP.

The death was the first of
an American since Marines

in Mogadishu.
He said the employee
was killed instantly and the

wounded were taken to the
USS Tripoli, an amphiblous as-
sault ship off the Somali coast,
where one was in critical and
wo were in stable condition.
a second mine
was found iIn the area but he
know I the mines

were marked,” he said.
The four had travelled from
Batdoa, about 120 miles (190

French paratroopers planned
to take Thursday.
Peck said t were alone

in a "civilian vehicle” about a
hall mile [(one kilometer)
north of Bardera's airfield. He
said their names would be re-
lcased later.

U 8§ special envoy Robert
Oakley was to (ly to Bardera
later to talk to clan
elders and community leaders
in advance of the marines ar-
rival. The helicopter that was
lo have taken him to Bardera

'was used to evacuate the
wounded, Peck said.

He said Oakley was either
al in Bardera or en route,
and t the incident would
not affect U S plans to move
into Bardera.

Peck noted that it was well-
knoewn that the road from
Baidoa to Bardera was mined,
as is the road to Hoddur, an-
other famine-plagued town
where Marines arc headed on
Christmas.

opposition was
ther Bardera ur, which is
about 90 miles (150 kms)
north of Baidoa.

Both towns are important
distribution points for aid in a
country where famine has
taken up to 350,000 lives and
threatens 2 million more.

Reuter says: U S Secretary
ol State Lawrence Eagleburger

on Tuesday paid a surprise

visit to Secretary General
Boutros Boutros Ghali, urging
him to plan quickly for re-
placements of U S .troops in
Somalia.

Diplomats close to the
talks, which came a day after
the U N chiel again criticise
the United States for its reluc-
tance to fully disarm Somali
gunmen, described them as
cooperative, and without ran-
cour.

[Related Story on Page 5]

Railway to dispose of
2500 unused godowns

Star Report

The Bangladesh Railway

has decided to dispose of 2500
wagons to reduce the size of
its goods carrying fleet.
" The Ratlway authorities
have already floated an interna-
tional tender for the sale of
|500 of the wagons marked
for disposal.

A well-placed source in the
Bangladesh Railway said that
the decision was laken as a
large number of its wagons

have been lying unutilised for a
long time.

%ht Raflway has a total of
17,662 ns  of which

13289 are metre gauge
lines and the rest for broad

While explaining the rea-
sons for non-utilisation of the
wagons, the source said that it
was due to increase in road
trans in the country.

e demand for rail
iransportation of goods started
declining since 1874, when
the road communication began

to develop and the number of
trucks and other road Lrans-

Verify documents
before leaving

country for jobs

The government has ad-
vised people not to go abroad
with employment without veri-
fying it from Manpower,
Employment and Training
Burcau at Kakrail, Dhaka, an
official handout said last night,
reports BSS,

Some corrupt persons and
organisations are sending
workers abroad illegally with
false assurance of employment
although there are arrange-
menis for exporting manpower
legally, the handout said. It
points out ithat these workers
are caught and harassed by
immigration authorities in the
countries, where they go ille-
gally.

According to a recent an-
nouncement of the Malaysian
government, citizens of some
countries including those of
Bangladesh cannot go to that
country without the sponsor-
ship of someone in Malaysia.
The government of Malaysia is
sending
have already entered that
country e and are de-
tained in jafls, to their respec-
tive countries,

. Suhrawardy,

back all those, who -

pnr{s increased substantially
[rom that period.” said thc
source,

He said that the Railway's
earnings from goods trans-
portation had been constantly
declining because of still com-
petition from road transports.

The Railway carried about
30 lakh metric tons of goods
in 1982-83, but it came down
to 25.17 lakh tons in 1990-91,
he added.

A large number of wagons
are currently unused due
to the reduction in demand
for service. The maintenance
of these unused wagons also
involves a big expenditure that
only increascs the railways
losses.

The sources also men-
tioned that during the dry
season, ferrying ol wagons
across the Jamuna river re-
mained closed for some
months compelling the traders
to hire road transports thus
curtatiling the railways goods
carrying business.

Ferry services

suspended

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 23: Rail-
way authorities today sus-
pended ferry services between
Sirajganj and Jagannathganj
ghats for navigation problem
duc to low level of water, re-
ports UNB.

Officials said the railway
ferry services might be sus-
pended” for an indefinite pe-
rtod from tomorrow (Thurs-
day) as a result of emergence
of shoals in the Jamuna river
channel.

Train services will,
ever, remain  in operation de-
spite ferry disruption. During
the closure of ferry today, pas-
scngers from Jagannathgan]
rcached here by mechanised
boats and launches at their

own cost.
The ferry vessel, MV
left Sirajgan
terminal for Jagannathganj at
10 am today (Wednesday), but
didn't return.
The suspension of ferry
services will hamper train ser-
vices of Padma Express and

how-

other mail trains between
Dhaka and Rajshahi.
However, the au-

thorities said, trains in the
Dhaka-Rajshahi line will con-
tinue to ply. .

Summary executions in
Dushanbe continues

DUSHANBE, Dec 23: Su-
mmary executions arc con-
tinuing in Dushanbe, where an
AFP correspondent today
counted 40 bodies in the
morgue of the Tajikistan capi-
tal, reports AFP.

Interfax news agency in
Moscow meanwhile reported
that procommunists, who
seized Dushanbe earlier this
month, had lunched an offen-

sive today morning againal

Islamic opposition forces ncar
Pyandzh, on the border with
Afghanistan, thousands of refu-
gees have tried to flee across
the border in recent weeks.

A spokesman for the
People’'s Democratic Front, the
opposition Islamic-democratic
alliance, said 17 bodies had
been discovered on Tuesday
behind Dushanbe's Barekate
Market in the city centre.
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in city yesterday.
JCD-BCL clash

Lalmonirhat Govt
Degree College

closed sine die

LALMONIRHAT, Deec 23:
Lalmonirhat Government Deg-
ree College was closed sine die
today to ward ofl further clash

between rival groups of stu-
dents that left 20 injured on
Tuesday, UNB.

Police and witnesses said
supporters of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal and Chhatra
League (M-1) clashed over a
petty matter of parking cycle
at the local government high
school. The clash soon spread
to the college which continued
about two hours until police in-
lervene.

Among the injured, Belayet
and Abdul Hai, identified as
JCD supporters, were admit-
ted to Rangpur Medical Co-
liege hospital with severe head
injuries.

BCL and JCD later brought
out separate processions in the
town. Tense situation was pre-
vailing in the town.

RU degree exams

results announced

RAJSHAHI, Dec 23: Results
of BA and BSS (Pass) examina-
tions of 1991, held in May this
year, of Rajshahi University
were announced today, reports
UNB.

Pass percentage is 31.54 in
BA and 33.15 in BSS.

Some 7,405 students out ol
23,477 BA examinees have
passcd— 835 obtaining second

| class and 6,670 third class.

In BSS examination, 2,859
candidates a red. Of them,
948 have passed— 88 in sec-
ond class and 860 third class.

Nonc got first class in both
the examinations,

100 BCS (Econamié)
cadre members to

get promotion

The government has agreed
on promotifons to 100 vacant
posts in the BCS (Economic)
cadre service, informed sour-
ces said, reports UNB.

The decision came at an in-
terministerial meeting on De-
cember 21, shortly after threat
of action programme, inclu-
ding work stoppage scheduled
for yesterday (December 23)
by members of the cadre. |

BCS (Economic] Cadre
Association oflice-bearers said
they had postponed their ac-
tion programme for one month
to see implementation of the
government decisions.

Decision was also taken to
provide selection grade status
to members ol thé cadre on
completion of five years in ser-

- vige. Full-time-vehicle for joint

chicls was also conceded.

JUTA polls

From Page 1 Col 7
President Khandaker Musta-
hidur Rahman, Prolessor of
Economics, and Dr Sharif
Enamul Kabir, Professor of
Chemistry are contesting for
the posts of President and
General Secretary respectively
from the 'alliance’ panel.

The second panel has
Mohammad Moniruzzaman
(Hayat Mamud), Professor of
Bengali as the president can-
didate while Afsar Ahmed,
Assistant-Professor of the
Drama and Dramatics
Department will compete for
the general secretary post.

In the introductory hand-
out, the Moniruzzaman-Alsar
panel alleged that the
Syndicate, the highest body of
the university was directly in-

ties.
Meanwhile, JUTA at an
emergency meeting yesterday
condemned the ition of
Moniruzzaman-Afsar panel.
JUTA is representative of
all teachers it is not an in-
stitution of an individual or a
group of people’ the meeting
pointed out. |
President candidate and
syndicate member Prof
Mustahidur Rahman denied all

| The Daily

the charges while talking to
Star.

‘The syndicate has never
interfered in JUTA activities’,

he said.

. Voting begins today at 9 am
and shall continue without
break till 2 pm at the Teachers

- Officers Club.

]

The Daily Star
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PM: DCs' conference

From Page | Col 7
programmes and policies ol
the government and the
pledges it had made to the
people.

Stressing the need for an
efficient administration, she
instructed the officers to play a
vital role in all the develop-
ment activities, ensure justice
and maintain law and order.

Referring to the network ol
all ministries up to the field
level, she said the key to socio
cconomic changes lie in
proper coordination of all ad-
ministrative units.

The Prime Minister said
that the administrators are
public servants and the image
of the government will be re-
flected through them.

Begum Zia informed that
the government has already
decided to appoint an addl
tional depuly commissioner in
each district who will be re-
sponsible for implementation
of development programmes.
She said a section of anti-social
clements were out lo create
indiscipline, toll collectors
making life miserable and the
economic sectors laced su-
ferred as a result of terrorism.
She warncd that relaxation or
negligence in application of
laws will not be tolerated.

Referring to the anli-terror-
ism laws, she ho
will be applied nuetrally,
keeping in mind the greater
interest of the people.

About the new DBarisal
Division which starts [unction-
ing [rom January 1, the Prime
Minister hoped that the [DCs
will work with sincercly in
making this administrative

' step suctessful,

that those -

Pointing to the detrimental
cllects of smuggling on the na-
tional ecconomy, the Prime
Minister asked officials to in-
tensify the activities of anti-
smuggling committee and task
forces formed in different dis-
tricts.

Praising the role of the DCs
in nuetrally conducting the last
national and union level elec-
tions, Begum Zia hoped that
they will perform their duty
similarly in the coming munic-
ipal polis.

The Prime Minister ob-
served the directive to main-
tain austerity measures during
VIP visits to Lthe districts was
not being properly followed.
"You have Lo be more careful in
this regard”,

She said the government
has taken long-term plans for
reorganising the administra-
tion and steps will be taken on
the basis of recommendations
of a one-member committee
f[ormed in this regard.

LGRRID Minister Abdus Salam
Talukder, Minister for Law,
Justice and Parliamentary
Aflfairs Mirza Golam Haliz,
rrigation Minister Majid-ul
Haque, Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury, Education
Minister Zamiruddin Sircar,
State Minister for Estab-
lishment Nurul Huda, State
Minister for Relielf Lutfur
Rahman Khan, concerned sec-
retaries and divisional com-
missioners were present at the
conlerence,

Some of the problems in
implementing diflerent devel-
opment programmes in irriga-
tion, health and education sec-
tors were discussed at the in-

augural session.

s

tervening in the JUTA activi-

Dhaka—Moscow protocol

From Page 1 Col 5
tries always had “good rcla-
tions”.

Foreign Secretary Reaz
Rahman said that the Bang-
ladesh Foreign Minister's visit
to Moscow last year, the [irst
al a high political level in 20
years, laid the foundation for
fresh coopcration.

He satd that the visil last
year also added impetus to the
bilateral cooperation.

He said that the Foreign
Minister of Bangladesh and the
visiting Deputy Foreign Mi-
nister touched bilateral re-
gional and international issues
of common concern during
their 40-minute discussion
held in a cordial atmosphere.

He said that the visit by the
Russian Deputy Foreign Mi-
nister commemorates the
20th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties be-
tween the two countries. He
arrived here on a four-day visit
on Monday.

Gunshots

From Page 1ol 7

The police opération fol-
lowed gunfire on the campus
yeslerday afternoon as stu-
dents said gunmen returned to

DU halls.
Meanwhile: Dhaka Univer-

sity Vice Chancellor Prof
Emazuddin Ahmed yesterday
(Wednesday) said the students’
apathy to cultural pursuits was
one of the causes for the
spurting violence on the

"Emotion sometimes leads
them to violence as they [ail to
ignore minor incidents... lack
or cultural values and moral
erosion may be a reason for the
rising trend of violence”, he
said addressing a memorial
lecture on the campus.

Gobinda Dev Philosophy
Research Centre organised
"Dev Memorial Léeture 1991
and 1992" at the auditorium of

lastitute ol Business Admi-

nistration.

Pro Vice Chancellor Prof
Wakil Ahmed presided over
the function. Prof Aminul Hugq,
Chairman of the Department
gave welcome address.

Prof Abdul Matin Chow-

' dhury, the senior-most teacher

of the Philosophy Department,
presented Dev Memorial

Lecture-1991 on "In Search of
Culture.”
Rajshahi Untversity Philoso-

.. ;l:y teacher prof Ramendra
th

Ghosh gave Dev Memorial
Lecture-1992 on "Philoseo-
phical Ideals of Bangalee:
Social Humanitarianism.”

Another report adds | Bang-
ladesh and Russia yesterday
also agreed to develop broad
based relation in the field of
raw jute and fute goods trade.

This was decided in an offi-
cial meeting belween the (two
counlries at the Ministry ol
Jute here.

The two sides noted with
happiness that the memoran-
dum of understanding [(MOU)
signed between the 'Techno-
promexport’, the Russian ex-
porting agency, and Bangla:
desh delegation in Moscow in
July last for supply of 15,000
metric tons of raw jute and
60,000 metric tons of jute
goods from Bangladesh, is now
being finalized. These supplies
are on 360 days deferred
payment basis.

The two sides also dis-
cussed Lhe possibility of having
a long term agreement for jute
between the two countrics.

Related story on 2

Two kille
From Page 1 Col 4

barged into the cash scction
on the first floor, forced the
cash-officer - Abu Bakr Ali 1o
open the chest and looted Tk
17,500 at gun-points.

During the operation the
armed men snapped the tele-
phone line of the cash section
and kept the room locked
from inside, offlicials said
adding when they left they also

locked the room from outside,

"Hundreds of visitors, pa-
tients and officials could not

.even guess what was going on

in the cash section until the
officials kept captive inside the
room raised alarm as soon as
the gangsters left”, said a hos-
pital offictal. -

Mcanwhile, police and hun-
dreds of people chased Lhe
gangsters three of whom fell
victim to the accident and
three others fled through the
Dhaka University area leaving
their motor bike near the
Teacher Student Centre (TSC),
according to pelice.

But none could trace an-
other three who escaped rid-
ing another motor bike, wit-
nesses said. |

Police seized two bikes —
one from near the EIB and the
other from TSC area. Police
also scized the ':lelﬁ::u o

Agitated peo .
aged the minibus and beat its
driver who tried td escape
through Ramna Park, wit-

Cases were registered with
Ramna Police. Two wounded
gangsters admitted to the
DMCH were under custody. But
police are yet to recover the

money.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia delivering inaugural speech at the two-day conference of the Deputy Commissioners

— P:IDM
‘Attempt to dampen
Mujib’'s role

won't succeed’

Speakers at a discussion at
the National Press Club audito-
rfum here yesterday afterncen
emphasised the historic role of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in lcading the people
towards a successful revolution
which ultimately led to inde-
pendence of Bangladesh, re-
portis ISS.

The discussion on 'Banga-
bandhu and Bangladesh” was
arranged by Bangabandhu
Sanskritik Gosthi in obser-
vance of the 22nd Victory Day.

Poel Begum Sufia Kamal at-
tended the discussion as chicl
gucst while Awami Leaguc
Gencral Secretary Zillur Rah-
man, Presidium Member Moh-
ammad Kamaruzzaman, Edu-
cation Secrctary Obaidul
Kader, writer Rashid Haider,
former Press Club General
Secretary Saliqgur Rahman and
Goshtl Member-Secretary Ka-
bari Sarwar took part in the
discussion. Organisation Pre-

sident Alamgir Kumkum
presided.
A number of artiste's

including Asaduzzaman Noor,
Lucky Inam, Mariam Mannan,
Poet Tridib Dasthidar, Luth-
funnhar Lata and Mahboob
Knan recitled poems on the
subject of the discussion.

Highlighting the contribu-
tion of Bangabandhu towards
achieving country's indepen-
dence, speakers said that any
attempt to undermine his role
as the architect of the inde-
pendent Bangladesh was sure
o fail in the test of time and
hislory.
© Begum Sufta Kamal called
upen the people to be united
te translate intg rcality the
hopes and aspirations of 30
lakh martyrs of liberation
struggle of Bangladesh.

She said that the main ob-
jeetive of independence strug-
gle was to build a secular, pro-
gressive and democratic state
where people irrespective of
caste, creed and religion
would enjoy equal rights.

Zillur Rahman said that
Bangabandhu and Bangladesh
cannot be scparated. He said
that the country had djvided
today sharply in two camps—
pro-liberation and anti-libera-
tion

He called for unity of all
freedom loving people to
thwart the” conspiracy of the

defcated forces of indepen- -

dence war” who, he said, were
seeking to undermine the
spirit of the freedom struggle.

Mostafiz greets
Christopher

Foreign Minister A S M

Mostaflizur Rahman yesterday
felicitated Warrenm M Chris-
topher on his appointment as
the Sccretary ol State ol the
United States of America,
reports [1S5S.
- In a message the Forcign
Minister said he was looking
forward to lurther strengthen-
ifg cxisting the close fricndly
tiecs and excellent cooperation
that exist between the two
countries and towards the
common objective of promot-
ing peace and stability in the
region and in the world.

He wished good health,
happiness and long life of
Christopher and the/ continucd

rogress, prosperity and well-
Eci.ng of the friendly people of
the United States.

DU teachers

From Page | Col 6
ftssor of the Department of
History and Dr Badrul Alam,
Associate Professor of Lhe
Department of Physics as
President and General See-
retary respectively. _

From the Blue panel Dr AT
M Zahurul Huq, Professor of
the Department ol Economics
and Dr S M Mahfuzur Rahman,
Associate Professor of the
Department of Finance and
Banking will compete for the
posts President and Oencral
Secretary respectively.

The Pink panel has nomi-
nated Professor A F M
Khodadad Khan, chairman of
the Department of Mathe-
maties for President while
Syed Abul Kalam Azad, Asso-
ciate Professor of the Depart-

ment of Marketing will
compele for General Secre-
Lary’'s posl.

Some B50 tcachers are ex-
pected to participate in the

DUTA polls today.
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The Midnight File
Russian parliament ratifies

Warsaw Pact annulment

MOSCOW, Dec 23 : Russia's conservalive parliament

ratified the annulment of the Warsaw Part. one

year and a hall after members of the alllance decided 10 dis-

band, |tar-Tass reported. Warsaw Pact couniries dissolved the
aliance in Parts on July 1, 1991, reports AFP

Iran offers help to

rebuild Babri Masjid

TENRAN, Dec 23 Iran has offcred o cooperate with India
lo expedite the recomstruction of the demolished Babn

Masjid. The offer has becn made In a letier sent

by the

irandan Foreign Minister, Ali Akbar Velayati, 1o the Minister of
State for External Aflairs, R L Bhatia, reports PTL

IRA declares X-mas truce

BELFAST, Dec 23 : The Irish Republican Army on
Wednesday declared fis tradittonal Christmas cease-fire In

Northern Ireland, but

gave no indication it will halt a spate of

bombings and bomb scares in England The statement was is-
sues 10 news media in Belfast, reports AP

| Benazir brings corruption

charges against govt

KARACHI, Dee 23: Pakis-
tan's litical op ftion
1"1.‘|t‘aﬂt'§o Wed nveidl;l-‘ﬂtu-
ments on what It & wure
23 cases of fraud, corruption
and incompetence on Lhe part
ol the government of Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil, reports
AFT

it also ur the courts lo
lake action on the allegations.

The documents, released by
former premier Benazir Bhutto
said Sharil ignored rules in
awarding contracty lor power
projects, construction of meo-
torways, and the privatisation
of industry and other sectors
of the economy.

It also charged that Sharif
had obtained loans for his {am-
ily worth 23 billion rupees
[nearly one billion dollars] in
violation of rules, plus 40 bil-
lton rupees (1.6 billion dollars)
in loans for political associate

Opposition leadcrs hoped
the judiciary would take action
against the governmenl in
light of the documents.

Government reaction was

Dr Kamal

From Page | Col 8

Declaration of three major po-
litical alllances that the judi-
ciary would be separated from
the administration but he re-

that it had not materi-

d as yet.

He called upon the politi-
cians not to divide the nation
for their petty interests and
not to misguide the students
as well as the young genera-
tion.

Regarding the recently
passed Anti-terrorism Bill he
said that the existing law of
the country was enough to
check cffectively -all sorts of
terrorism and demanded
withdrawal of all black laws.

Dr Kamal said that he was
not interested to become a
candidate in the bey-election
in his constituency where the
seat is vacant.

Barrister Amirul Islam
called for forging a national
unity irrespective of political
opinions and party tions
to rid the nation of the crisis it
had plunged into.

CHT talks

From Page 1 Col B

The government of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
had taken initiative anew to
find a solution to the long
drawn problem of the Hill

Tracts. Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia declared time and
again that her ment was

anxious to find a political solu-
‘tion to problem. The leaders of
Shanti Bahini seem to have
been convinced of sincerity of
the democratic government in

this regard. |

In response to yern-
ment's proposal, t
an unlatﬂ'al ceaseflire in the

Hill Tracts till December 31
‘and agreed to sit with the gov-
ernment for finding peace.
The government has been
maintaining contact with the
leaders of the Janasanghati
Samity through a liaison com-

mittee headed by Hangsadhaj
Chakma.

GCC demands

From Page | Col 4
Rao's market-[riendly eco-
nomic reforms introduced 18
months ago.

Also, there was no indica-
tion from the left that they
would be join in an alliance
with Rao.

Meanwhile, the Bharatiya
Janata was opening a two
executive meeting Wednesday,
even though two of its top
three leaders are in jail on
charges of inciting communal
tensions.

On the eve of the mexting,
BJP Vice President Krishan Lal
Sharma said his party intended
to step up the pressure on the

rmment.

The Congress Pnrtr..‘llnru
said, will have “no other option
but to seek a fresh mandate
from the le. The BJP will
launch a full-fledged counicrol-
fensive on both the legal and

| political fronts.”

not immediately available. The
documents are part of an op-
position campaign o oust
Sharils government, keading o
new clections.,

Commenting on President

Ghulam Is Khan's anmual
address in Tuesday,
Bhutto said it was not

“uncxpected” and that it was a
disappointment for the com-
MO Man.

She noted, however, that
the President acknowlcdged
that Pakistan was divided
when he urged both political
sides to resolve their difler-

cnces through dhbguc_
One shot in Ct

CHITTAGONG, Dec 23: One
Nazrul Islam (22) was today
shot by some unidentified as-
sallants while he was reading
in a ibrary at Nazirhat, under
Fatikchhari Thana, police said,
reports BSS.

With bullet injury in the
abdomen he was taken to
Narirhat Health Co , later
he was admitied to Chit
Mcdical College Hospital.
Altending doctors said he was
being operated upon.

Sec 144

From Page | Col 8
institutieons 1n Lhe city al the
call of Islami Chhatra Shibir
protesting alicged attacks on

its processions by JCD along
with some other groups.

Al a press conference in the
evening at ils office, Shibir
lcaders condemned the attack
and demanded cancellation of

admission list made on Lhe
basis of party quota and fresh
list on merit basis at Rajshahi
College.

The condition of Shibir's
Rajshahi College unit President
Abdul Wahed was still stated to
be critical at Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital.

ZIA
From Page 1 Col 5

made simplificd so that the
less-cducated scngers do
nol face any difficulty.

The mecting alseo viewed
thal the existing baggage rules

could also be simplified and
the National Board of Revenue
(NBR) has been asked to take
necessary steps in this regard.
The meeting lurther ob-

served that it was nol ntﬂ:{-
sary to check the baggages
all the passengers. It suggested
introduction of a random
sampling system. Under this
system, only one out of
every six would be ked.

meeting also asked the
Customs authorities to clear
the goods lying at the air-
freight godown for more than
three months on a regular ba-
Si%.

China; Consulate

From Page | Col 7

Asked about possible recip-
rocal action, he said, "1 do not
think we have the intention of
expressing anything other than
regret.” :

Five diplomats and some
commercial stafl work at the
consulate, which opened In
1991.

it was not clear {f the con-
sulate closure would be China's
final action. When the
Netherlands sold two sub-
marines to Taiwan in 1981,
China downgraded diplomatic
relations and sent the Dutch
Eﬂlw hi"'lﬂ

AFP from Washinglon said:
President George Bush Tues-
day resumed four military sale
programmes with China that
were suspended after the
1989 Tianamen Squarc mas-
sacre.

In a communique, the State
Department said the pro-

believe continuing to hold
that .

year suspension hinders

rather than the US elfort



