Two women march beneath the Communist Party, flag
during a peace demonstration by Jeftists parties yesterday
in New Delhi calling for a rededication to secular values .

—AFP photo

Police arrest 600 BJP

NEW DELHI, Dec 22: Over
600 women aclivists ol BJP
were loday arrested after they
held a demonstration herc
protesting against restrictions
on the darshan of "Ram lalla” at
Ayodhya and marched towards
parliament violating pro-
hibitory erders, reports AFP.

The women, broke police
cordon and rushed towards
parliament after staging a

demonstration on the parlla-
ment street near Patel Chowk .

for about two hours.

The workers were, how-
ever, stopped they went be-
yond the Pate] Chowk and ar-
rested for violating restrictions
imposed under Section 144 of
CRI'C, police said.

Chaotie conditions dc-

scended on Palel Chowk as

several hundred women and
other activists ran in differont
dircctions in a bid to proceed
lowards parliament. Trallic on
all roads meeting the round
about remained alfected for
quite some time,

Police swung into action
and took the entire crowd into
custody at Parliament Strect
police station.

A total of 1,458 activists be-
longing to the banned RSS,
VHP, Bajrang Dal and the
Jamiat-e-Islami Hind were ar-
rested from various parts of
Madhya Pradesh till this
morning.

Of these, 532 belonged to
the RSS, VHP{448), Bajrang
Dal (366) and Jamiat-e-Islami
Hind (112), oflieial sources
that ‘103 offices of these
banned bodies had also been
scaled all over the state.

AFP adds: Thousands of
Indian © eommunists waving
red marched here today
to condemn the razing of the
Babri Mosque by Hindu zcalots
and the subsequent bloody
Hindu-Muslim violence.

An estimated 15,000 mem-
bers of four Leftist parties

women activists

walked from the 17th-century
ted Fort to a sprawling
ground nearly a kilometer (hall
a mile) away, shouting slogans
at both Hindu fundamentalists

and the ment.
"Long live Hindu-Muslim
unity, " down with Hindu fas-

cists,” the marchers screamed,
Hundreds of onlookers
walched the procession and
pelicé maintained a strong
presence, but there was no
trouble.

Most participant were
members of India's two main
communist parties, while a few
hundred belonged to the cen-
trist Janata Dal.

P11 adds: [3JP members Lo-
day walked uul of the question

hour in the lok thhn Lo
prolest the mn inued deten:
tion of party leaders, including
LK Advani and Murli Manohar
Joshi.

Delhi fears
attack on
Taj Mahal

NEW DELHI, Dec 22: Indian
authorities are reinforcing se-
curity for the Taj Mahal, fear-
ing an attack on the world-fa-
mous monument to love fol-
lowing the destruction of a
Moghul-built mosque by Hindu

zealots, a report today said, ac- -
cording to AFP.

Senfor security officials vis-
ited the town of Agra to review
security for the white marble
tomb, built by Moghul
Emperor Shahjahan in mem-
ory of his wife Mumtaz Mahal
in the 17th century, the Press
Trust ol India (PT1) said.

They ordered the deploy-
menl of intelligence and secu-
rity reinforcements, the instal-
lation of metal detectors to
screen visitors and strength-

~ening “of police communica-

tions, the news agency said.

e
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Indemnity body

From Page 1 Col 7
the Treasury bench and the
Opposition in Parliament was a
must for.'giving hard-carned
democracy a stable foundation'.

Then the Minister proposed a

further extension of time to
the committee to try to narrow
the difference of opinion again
between the BNP and the AL

on the indemnity issue, the.

Committee sources saifd.

The concerned parties,
however, agreed that the re-
port on the Indemnity Ordi-
nance (Repeal) Bill would be
submitted to Parllament in its

coming scssion.
The bill seck remaval of
on Lrying

the constitutional

the pcople involved in the
kiling of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was moved in the
House by the AL leader and
Chiefl Whip of the Opposition
in Parlfament Mohammad
Nasim August 8,1991.

Sheikh Mujib, . the then
President of the country, was
killed in a military putsch

15, 1975.

Khandaker Mostaque Ah-
med, Mujib's cabinet colleague,
took over state power follow-

ing the mllimrgrpulu-h and

pmmulnnlrd

by the Law Minister

Ordinance

indemnifying the killers_ Sep-
tember 20, 1975.

Later, the BNP governmcnt
under the leadership of late
President Ziaur Rahman rati-
fied the Indemnity Ordinance
along with a number of martial
law ordinances through the
fifth Amendment to the Cons-
titution in the Second Par-
liament of the country in 1979.

A 15-member Special Par-
liamentary Committec headed
Mirza
Golam Haliz was formed on the
day the Indemnity Ordinan-
ce(repeal) bill was moved by
Nasim with a view to preparing
a report on the issue.

The committee mel for the
sixtcenth time yesterday while
Parliament has granted the
committee five deadlines so far
to resolve the issue.

Members of the committee
who attended the yesterday's

" meeting are Deputy leader of

the Opposition Abdus Samad
Azad, Maj Gen (Rid) Mohamm-
ad id-ul-Huq, Works Min-
ister Barrister Rafiqul Islam
Miah, Mohammad Nasim and
Advocate Fazlc Rabbi. The Law
Minister Mirza Golam Halfiz
presided over the meeting.
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Wanted persons
blast crackers,

escape police
arrest in city

8y Staff Correspondent

A group ol wanted
persons blasted crackers and
cscaped when police went to
arrcst them at Rayer Bazar in
the capital early Tuesday

On a tip Dhanmondi police
raided an under-construction
Bazar al
around 2 am Tuesday but the
gangsters hurled crackers at

police and escaped, according’
| to a police source.

'Govt hiding facts
about violence
over Babri _
Mosque demolition'
By Staff Correspondent

MMGIPII“HHIMHI-

Tuesda the govern-
ment hudm the fact aboul
the magnitude of violencc in
the country demoli-
tion of Babri Mosque in India.

Tofael Ahmed of Awami
League and Suranjit Sengupta
ol Ganatantri Party at a press
conference at the National
Press Club said that
the death toll and the extent of
damage to property were
higher than were reported in
the newspapers after the vio-
lence erupted across the coun-
try early this month.

Representative [rom the
Combined Committee for
Communal Harmony Syed
Hassan Imam was present at
the conference.

The two MPs who sepa-
ratcly visited Bhola, Sylhet and
Sunamganj claimed t those
districts were the worst af-
lected areas of the country
where the residents were still
in panic.

“The government took the
stand that nothing scrious had
happened over the Babri
Mosque fissue and so the
Prime Minister or any of the
ministers visited the aflected
areas,” Sengupta alleged.

He said that some 50 tem-
ple in Sylhet and Sunamganj
including 18 in Sylhet towns
were damaged. The century
old Shahittye Parisad library
was not even spared by the
hoodlums, he’ added.

The MPs alleged that many
violence-victim were still re-
siding under open sky without
reliel of any kind of help from
the government.

They said that the PM
should visit the affected areas

«;ind should allow at least the

NGOs 1o work Lhere.

Shahriar Press
Club president,
Shawkat secy

Hasan Shahriar, Special
Correspondent of Dainik
Itteflagque and Shawkat
Mahmood, Chiel Reporter of
Naintk Dinkal were elected
President and General
Sccretary of the  National
Press Club for a two-year term
(1993-1994), reports BSS.

Zahir-Shawkat panel won
13 posts out of 17 while
Shahriar-Helal panel secured
four seats at the Press Club
polls held here Monday.

According to the results
announced by the Election
Commission yesterday,
Shahriar polled 230 votes as
against 213 secured by Zahirul
Hoque, Special Correspondent
of Dainik for the post of
President while Shawkat cap-
tured 286 votes as against 158
got by Ehsanulkarim Helal,
Spt.cia‘l Corespondent of BSS.
It is to be nuted that Shawkat
was reelected as General

Sceretary of the Club.

Gthcr office bearers are:
Khondoker Monirul Alon, City
Editor of Dainik Khabor —
Senfor Viee President, Abdul
Baten, Joint News Editor of
Daily Ittefaque — Vice
President (unopposed),
Moazzem Hossain Bulu, Senior
Photographer of Bangladesh
Observer — - Treasurer and
Badiul Alam, Principal
Correspondent of Banglabazar
Patrika and Abdur Rahman
Khan, Senior Reporter of the
Telegraph — joint secretaries.

The elected members of
the Press Club Managing
Committee are: Syed Abdul
Kahhar, Assislant Editor of
Dainik Bangla, Ziaul Hoque,
Editor of Dainik
Ittefaque, Swapan Kumar
Shaha, Shift-in-charge of BSS,
Abdul Halim Chowdhury,
Senior Photographer of
Bangladesh Times, Quamrul
Islam Chowdhury, Economic
Correspondent of .BSS, Syed
Lutful Hoque, Artist of Dainik
Bangla, Mostala Kamal Mazum-
dar, Special Correspondent of
the Telegraph and Nurul Huda,
Special Correspondent of BSS,
Zahiduzzaman ‘Farug, Econ-
omic Correspondent of Dainik
ittefaque and Baby Moudud of
Daily Itiefaque.

Meoazzem Hossain Bulu who
was re-clected as treasurer
polled the 311 voles highest
among all the office bearers
and members while Syed
Abdul Kahhar got the 273
votes highest among  the
members.
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A group of youths demnn:trntm: against President Abdur Rnhmnn Biswas' visit to
Jmnnnt.h Cullq: as chief guest at the centenary celebration of the college yesterday.

 Japanese aid

m Page |1 Col 7
Annuall}' he added, Japan

provided around 300 to 350
million dollars in aid to

Bangladesh and if it was not

utilised efllecttively, therc
would be criticism and public
pressure in Japan against con-
tinuing the same level ol assis-
tance. 3

lHe pointed out that as more
countries were seecking

Japanes¢ assistance, it would -

not be easy to increase the
level of the aid commitment to

"People in Japan would say
that Bangladesh cannot digest
350 million dollars so we don't
have to continue that level,” he
said "and that is a very danger-
ous argument which might oc-

cur at any moment {f this 5630
million dollar wunutilised

way."

However, he added that
earlier this year talks with the
government were held and an
agrcement was reached to im-
prove the aid utilisation situa-
tion.

"We are trying to intensify
our dialoguce with the govern-

ment in order to tmprove the
utitlisation and 1o make our as-
sistance more clfective.

In addition to the slow utili-
salion of aid. the Japanese en-
voy sajd that there were, prioh-
lems also with adc q].hl.lt and

proper operation and mainte-

nance of the completed pro-
jeets, "We would like to see
that the efliciency of the bu-
rcaucracy will be improved and
very hard eflfort made for good
opcration and maintenance of
the completed projects.”

The largest bilateral donor
of esh, Japanese Offi-
cial Development Assistance
(ODA), since 1972, totals 5.53

billion dollars. Of which, 3.85 -

billion dollars was provided as

loans while 1.68 billon dollars

as grand assistance.
Ambassador Saiki noted

that the present Japanese aid .

policy towards Bangladesh was
to increase the grant aid and
reduce the lean amount in the
aid package.

"We want to increase our

remain that

grant aid and decercase the
loan amount because loans
mean that you have to pay il
back with interests and in fact
grant assistancec is increasing
gradually. particularly the debt
relief grant assistance ”

On altracling Japancse in-
vestment to Bangladesh, he
pointed out a number of prob-
lems feom the viewpoint of
foreign investors.

“The number one problem

is the labour relations, Lo put it

bluntly, the problem of mili-
tant labour is a big concern for
those who consider investing

in Bangladesh because labour

dispute in the form of hartals
and other strikes makes their
production schedule very un-
predictable.”

In addition, the Japanesc
envoy said, there were prob-
lems of very different customs
and practices, slow bureau-
cracy and red tape,

"Thesc are problems which
should be improved by the ef-
fort of the Bangladeshi people.”

However, he added that the
labour situation was much bet-
ter in the export processing
zones than clsewhere in the

“In view of the difficulties, |
am econsidering promoting
Japanese investments in the
export processing zones for
the near fuwure and hope that
investment outside wuuld be-
come miofe intensified in the
rcmolte future.”

Ambassador Saiki wiss opti-

mistic aboutl keeping up the
level of aid conmmimoent m the
future. "As an ambassador horne,

my ultimate niission K 1o keep
up the level of Japancse assis-
tance to Bangladesh. "

[ie hoped thal cooperation

- with Bangladesh would con-

tinue through Japancse assis-
tance, particularly in human
resources dcvelﬂ‘fment and
further consolidating the
ecountry's Inﬁuatru::tur:

"My hope is that in the
twenty-first century, Bangla-
desh will become -another
Japan in South Asia.”

- [Details of the interview are
on Page 8]

‘Top aides quit new

'Russian premier

MOSCOW, Dec 22 : Deputy
Prime Ministers Georgi Khizha
and Alexander Shokhin de-
cided today not Lo remain in
the government of new Prime
Minister Viktor
Chernomyrdin, Interfax re-

. ported, reports AFP,

The news agency quoted

1 unidentified sources as saying

that Khizha,
the military

responsible for
industry and

JUTA goes
to polls
tomorrow
By JU Correspondent

Jahangirnagar University
Teachers Association [(JUTA)
goes to the polls tomorrow
(Wednesday). _

With only a day left for the
polls, electioneering on the
campus is in full swing. -

A total of 22 candidates
from two panels are contest-
ing for the 1l-member JUTA
working committec for the

year 1993,
Of the two pancls, one re-
portedly backed by the Vice

Chancellor, has nominated
Muhammad Muniruzzaman
(Hayat Mamud), Profcssor of
Bengali Department and
Muhammad Afsaruddin,
Assistant Professar of the
Department of Drama and
Dramatics for the posts of the
President and General
Secretary respectively.

The second panel known as
the ‘alliance panel’ has incum-
bent JUTA Presiderit Professor
Khandaker Mustahidur Rah-
man of Economics Department
as Lhe presidential candidate
while Abdul Mannan Chow-
dhury Professor of the Physics
Department will compete in

| the General Sceretlary post.

Shokhin, Russia's representa-
tive to the International

Monctaty Fund, would rot be

part of the new government.
Economics Minister Andrei
Nechayev reportedly was to
remain while Foreign Minister

Andrei was to

following the adoption by the
parliament today of a new law
on government. ,
The law  stated that
President Boris Yeltsin must
scck lawmakers' approval be-
forc appointing ministers to
[uur posts — Foreign Allairs,
niéy Interior and Defence
it was expected that
I{wyrmr: candidaey, il pre-
sentced, would not reccive par-

liamentary approval.
Foreign Economics Rela-

tions Minister Pyotr Aven, a

kcy member of Yegor Galdar's
tean, resigned on Tuesday

‘Machine Tools
workers call
half-day hartal

From QOur Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Dec 22 : The
workers  and - employees of
Bangladesh Machine Tools
Factory ‘called a hall-day hartal

here tomorrow (Wednesday)

demanding reopening of the
factory and payment of their

arrcar salary.

Registratibn Deptt |

employees begin
strike in Sylhet

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. Dec 22:
Employees of the Registration
Department have begun. a

three-day strike from today
demanding postponement of
the recommendation of

Muyeed Committee Report.

—Star photo

Police baton charge
demonstrators

at Johnson Road

By Staff Correspondent

Police resorted to baton
charge to disperse a group of
demonstrators wearing black

and holding black-flags
a hnson Road in the city
Tuesday moming.

A group of youths werc
demonstrating near Azad
Cinema Hall while President
Abdur Rahman Biswas was re-
turning through after inaugu-
rating the centenary celebra-
tion of Jagannath University
College, witnesscs said.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas inaugurated the two
function while a group of
lege students prolested his
presence as the chiel guest,
said witnesses.

Police said that when a
group of youths were demon-
strating on the route of the
Presidents’ return, they im-
mediately resorted to baton
charge to clear the road of
demonstrators. But no arrest
was made, police added.

Mcanwhile: Bangladesh
Samajtantrik Dal (BSD) con-
venor Khalekuzzaman Bhutyan
cxpressed his resentment at
the police assault on students
of Jagannath College.

In a statement Tuesday, the

BSI) leader said that the atiack
was made because they op-

- posed the decision o ifvite

President Abdur Rahman Dis-
wits as the chicl guest in the
cennlenaey ceichration of the
e b

Newsmen
robbed

By Staff Correspondent

Two journalists of The Daily
Star were held up and there
valuables robbed by miscreants
in the city in the small hours

of Tuesday.
The miscreants, nu mbeﬂlﬂ

four, riding a Toyota car
stopped thl! baby taxi
Chiefl bx m

Bashar {Ehﬂpﬁl Bashar) and

Stafllf Reporter Masud Hasan

Khan after 'overtaking it iq

front of the Wapda building in
tijheel.
cy then snatched away
cash, camera, wrist watches
and the rmment press ae-
creditation cards of the two
journalists at dagger-point.
A case was filed with
Motijhecel police but none was
arrested.

Opposition trying

From Page 1 Col 3

people and do net want

progress of the country.... they
are trying to create terrorism
and indiscipline in national
life,” she said reminding " of
the famine, curbing of the
press, introduction of one-
party rule and corruption that
characterised the post-libera-
tion government.”

The Prime Minister -llo
accused the nine-year auto-
cratic rule of misappropriating
public money.

Begum Zia said her gov-
ernment has been going by the
BNP's election pledges, men-
tioning the exemption ol agri-
cultural loans up to Tk 5,000
and land tax up to 25 bighas,
increasing the age-limit for
government services up to 30
years and a]luwlng press f[ree-

dom.

Hasina

From Page | Col 6

Hasina reiterated her alle-
gation
Jamaat -e-Islami of Bangladesh,
saying the demolition of Babri
Mosque and eruption of com-
munal violence took place in
the region after the meeting
belween BJP leader LK Ad-
vani and Jamaal leaders In
New Delhi.

She urged the Indian gov-
ernment to reconsiruct the

thana Awami League Secretary
Safar Ali the rally was also ad-

dressed by Amir Hossain Amu,
Saifuddin Ahmed Manik, Mo-
hdmnnd Alzal, AFM Mahbubul

Abdul Mannan Chow-

I dhury and Syed Hasan Imam.

against BJP of India and .
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The "\hdmﬁht Filo

' be held guilty of heresy cer-

llnlnl}" it s not our leader

Sheikh Hasina. Rather it s My COMmmcnlary. bringing in scv.

SM. AN, who should first
practice before preaching oth-
ers.

However only miligating
factor is that most of Mr. SM
Ali's statemenis regarding
Sheikh Hasina for that matter
on any issues domestic, social,
political on h is
based on because of his
long absence of about two
decades from

The

a
:

lasi nﬂ'icl-l visit to India (n
clause (I of the Joint Ceo-
mmunigue issued on behalfl of
the Prime Minster of India and

the fact that are
illegal immigrants from

Bangladesh rtﬂ.na in India.
Such admission by Head of
the Government and that too
in foreign soil gave Indian
Government legal and an in-
evitable excuse to push back
hundreds and thousands of
Muslim frem India. In fact
Indian High Cemmission in
Bangladesh also look that very
stand for cx the expul-
sion of mosltly Indian Muslim
citizens from Indin. How can
Mr Ali construc that Sheikh
Hasina indulged fn personal at-
tacks when she just pointed
ou! such a blunder on the part
of Khaleda Zia which Jeopar-
dizcd  national faterest . of
ndugludl.;;h and alse lx tun-
damcntal nehits of the Mushm

of I -

Ag.tll' lr“.i"!‘h"‘!‘—Fh'l"‘" et
ing Vs u:n Jamalti  Islami
Jeadess and Mr. Advani and

otlicr eader ol tie BJP, it is an
ot serret Modias were on
Full of information with
graplic voverage. Can Mr Al
rcfuse such allugations particu-
larly when JAMAT leaders or
HJP never dared to contradict
such statements?

Sheikh Hasina's statements,
as stated above, is not
based on evidence but the
same is now a public knowl-
edge.

Last but not the least, we
would request Mr. Ali to sce
the obvious truth and for the
sake of honest journalism, side

with the truths. Today the -
. BNP/JAMAT axis is engaged in

distorting the history of libera-
tion movement. In place of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib,
they try ln Iul se Ziaur
Rahman as rator of
Bangladesh. Ztnn name is
placed above Bangabandhu as

the leader of Bangladesh inde-
pendence -strugdle during

Begum Zia's reoent s *h on
Independence Day bration
in Dhaka. Often Awami League
is abused for entering into 25
years pact with India. Further
Awami League 18 accused ol
promulgating Special Powers
Act. Why? BNP is now iIn
powerl Why don't they termi-
nate the friendship pact with

India il that is injurious to the .
esh? Why -

interest of Ba
don't they repeal Special
Powers Act, more so when AL
themselves arc advocating for
the real of the same. Far from
repealing it, they enacted an-
other black law, f.e. Anti-
Terrorism Act 1992,

It is Sheikh Hasina who
came out with the strongest
condemnations against the de-
struction of Babri Mosque. Yet

| unfortunately some one like

Mr S.M. Ali would not hesitate
to depict her as pro-indian.
Awami League under-the
able leadership of Sheikh
Hasina fought for'the Mr.rp:n
dence of [reedom of press,
She would continue to do so
despit¢ such unfortunate
commentary ol Mr. Alt.

Only a lew days back Dr A Q
M Badruddoza Choudhury,
Deputy Leader of the Parlia-
ment and Scnior Vice Pre-
sident of BNP called JAMAT as
anti-Mberation force whe do
not believe in the existence of
Wh If so, cannot

we expect that Mr. to ask
BNP to disassoclate themselves

from remaining in power with
the support of such anti-
liberation forces. , Mr All

be better advised to his

reaching and come out
in f'ulrl'uﬁ'r agiainst those BNP/
JAMAT axis who are oul lo

destroy the image of

irrelevant

an attack on my pro-
fvesto integrity,
Genceral

looked the fact my
plece was cohcerned
with what Shetkh Hasina had
said at a public rally in
Chit A rcport by
UNBH, | view that
the AL President had indulged
in “insinuations and innuen-
dos" in making a Mtical
statement against t BNP
government on the Babri
issue.

launc

It is important Tnlﬂ
relevant pqurlph the
UNB report again : "It remains
a mystery that the push-back
drive by India and the demoli-
tion of Babri mosque ook
place aflter the Prime
Minister's visit to New Delhi
and the Jamaal-BJP meeting in
the Ingjan capiial, lasina

wondered.” (ltalics ming).
¢ only conclusion one

could draw Trom this part of
the speech of Shetkh lasina
was that the AL leader had
strong suspicion that the de-
molition ol the Babrt

was discussed, before it hap-
pened on Dec 6, between Rao
and Begum Zia as well as at the

"Iir%cﬁ‘dt\mr"“m llrl,.' fust

throwing a hint or indulgi
speculation, | felt, and ll}ln

in my commentary, that this

was the "most irresponsible

statement to come from one

who leads the opposition in

the parljament as the head of

the alternative govern oy
in his rejoinder,

Rahman says that Sheikh
H 's statements are not
m:;”Led on evidence but
the same is now public knowl-

oo "

% fact that these nmwcol-
ings look placc is indeed pub-
lie knowledge. We also know,
BJP leader LK. Advani had also
called on Begum Khaleda Zia.
[3ul what is the “evidence” that
these meetings dealt with the
demolitton of the historie

we in advance or, in the

case ol Rao-Khaleda talk, as

wcll as with New Delhi's
" operation ?

If Hasina's speech at
Chittagong . failed to produce
the evidence, Rahman's slate-
ment has avolded this question

Itogether
* stead, the AL General
Secrctary raises issues which

were not highlighted in my
commen simply because
we had t with them quite

~ extensively in our editorials,

signed articles and commen-
tarics sinee our inception

nearly m]rnnm In these
picres, we had focused on fail-

- ures of the govermment in

many different arcas, sharply
criticized a number of individ -
uial ministers by name for their
dismal performance, laken a
firm llnrmlnal communil-
ism(desc in my column
last Friday as “imimoral”) and,
in a signed article by our
Executive Editor Mahfuz
Anam, pleaded with the politi-
cal es lo treat Banga-
hu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-

man and Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman as two ol our
greateslt national heroes,
Supplements we have pro-
duced on our martyred intel-
lectuals and on other national
occasions would disprove any
notion, again hinted in
Rahman's statement, thal our

per, or | myself in particu-
ar, might be part of the
"BNP/Jamaat axis.” Finally,
would such guest columnists of
this paper, as Shah AMS
Kibria, an adviser 1o Hasina,
Zillur Rahman Siddiqui and
Rehman Sobhan, all strong
critics of the BNP government,
regularly contribute to The
Daily Star if the paper | have
the honour to edit was part of
the anti-AL lobby that Zillur
Rahman suggests in his state-
ment ?

A non-partisan independent

newspaper cannol — and in-

deed should not — please all
the all the time. Herein
ltes the credibility and
strength of The Daily Star. As |
found out my conversa-
tions with both m Khaleda
Zia and Sheifkh Hasina that
these two leaders view the role
of The Star with under-
standing and perhaps even
with some t. | am sure,
Sheikh Hasina would ncver
have made such uncharitable,
iy o oridoga
Our newspaper me as con-
tained in the statement of
Zillur Rahman.



