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A Lesson for Dhaka.

The Government of the Philippines deserves
tulations for the nt secured from

the country's former First
transfer 200 million dollars of her husband's de-
posits Iin the Swis§ banks to where they

really belong. the country's national treasury.
The Swiss [funds were previously frozen at.
the request of Manila which tly claimed

that the money belonged to the government —
indeed to the nation — that deposed dictator
Ferdinand Marcos had looted from state coffers
before he was ousted in a popular revolt in

1986.

to official sources in Manila, the 200
million dollars to be transferred to the govern-
memnt would be the first of 356 million dollars
in the former president’s Swiss bank deposits to
be returned to the Philippines and held in
esSCTow.

The agreement [or the (ransfer of the deposit
to Manila represents a victory for the
Government of the Philippines. However, it has
been won by means of a systematic hard battle,
fought over a long period of five years, even
through a series of setbacks and major disap-
pointments. Here, credit ggoes to the then
administration of Corazon Aquino for tackling
the issue with persistence, first by setting up
a high-powered machinery with the mandate
to carry out a thorough investigation into
the matter and to trace the funds which the
deposed president had grabbed from his coun-
try as well as the assets, such as l:jparl.menta
and valuable paintings, that the discredited
family had bought with their ill-gotten wealth. In
this exercise, the authorities in Manila received
much help from foreign governments and
institutions, especially several banks in Switzer-
land. This help came because the government
investigators had done their job as well as
possible. Finally, Aquino had kept up the psy-
chological pressure on Imelda Marcos, without
relenting on an otherwise humane issue of the re-
turn of the body of the ousted president to the
Philippines. .

All this provides a lesson for the Government
of sh. The fact is, we have so far failed to
recover any part of the wealth looted from the
country by the ousted_ president,
Mohammad Ershad. True, he is facing one court
. case after another on corruption charges.
However, there are no indications that some
well-qualified investigators are cnﬁaged in tracing
the ill-gotten funds or in establishing the owner-
ship of a number of apartments in the United
States, which are said to belong to Ershad, mem-
bcmu[hisfanﬁlyandhlsnﬂatms.ﬁlcadcglvenhy
the Senator Kerry Committee of the US Congress
of enormous funds transferred from Ba esh
to foreign
Credit and Commerce International (BCCI) by the
ousted president has not apparently prompted

immediate action any sort on the part ol the
l:zhm'm in Dhaka.
" It may be unfair to reach conclusion on

what looks to many people as the failure of the
authorities in this respect
tant for the government to establish its credibility
and provide a clear evidence to the public
that apart from bringing Ershad to trial, it has

eslablished a case against him about his funds
held in foreign banks or his other posse
ssions oulside Bangladesh. We should also know
why it has proved apparently diflicult to secure
the deportation of Ershad's brother-in-law
Mohiuddin Ahmed. a former Bangladeshi
diplomat in New York, one man who surel

knows more than anyone else of what Ersha

has been doing with public funds or where
they are hidden. The more time the authorities
take in stepping up the investigation into
Ershad's ill-gotten wealth, the harder it will be in
gaining the of victory which Manila has just
:lun in recovering at least a part of the loot of

arcos.

Japan as a Peacekeeper

Japan's posilion as an economic power has
long been assured. It is its position as a world
power, which now is in an evolving stage. With
the participation of its army in the pea ping
operation in Cambodia, Japan has for the first
time ventured out in using its military to make
its presence felt. It is well known that Japan

harbours the ambition of being granted
permanent seat in the UN Security Council. In
the recent weeks Japan has put ure on

India and Pakistan 1o sign the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. In other words Japan  is
E,dually laying its role of a global power and

ing to be accorded that status in the near [u-
ture.

Whaltever part Japan may wish to play in the
global aflairs, it is its role in providing greater de-
velopment assistance, is what interests a coun
like Bangladesh most. We acknowledge with all
sincerity the assistance that Japan has provided
us with. Much remains to be done about the ap-
Empri_ate use of that assistance, a subject that

as been addressed by the Japanese Ambassador
in his exclusive interview carried elsewhere in
this paper. We will comment on it at a later date.
What we would like to focus our attention on at
this stage is how can Japan play a greater role in
h::lllpi the least developed countries — the so-
called LDCs. Is it not possible for Japan to make
available long term credit under some special
dispensation so that these developing economies
can count on the Japanese surplus capital to
fund their economic growth? How about some
special technical assistance Erugrannnel. which
are less condition bound than those of the
present?

There is ng. doubt that the world has a lot to
learn from Japan in terms of technical innova-

Hossain

d
banks through the collapsed Bank ef

. However, it is impor- .

Imelda Marcos to |

fields,

O come to Lahore is to
- sense the of a
process that may reduce
the already lean democracy in
Pakistan to mere bones. Even
if the military decides not W

return, it will loom large in the
that

background. It appears
the ruling group uﬂmth: oppo-
sition, more so Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil and o

leader Benazir Bhutto, are de-
tcrmined to fight between
themselves.

They have adopted such in-
tra postures that there
is little room for conciliation.
They would not mind destroy-
ing the system il that is the

one has to pay to oust
the other. Benazir wants disso-
lution of the National
and [resh elections under a
national government and a new
Election Commission. Nawaz
Shartf, who has still three
years left in his tenure, is not
willing to even consider the
proposal, much less sit with
the opposition to go over its
gricvances. Significantly, both
sides are secking assistance
[rom forces outside the Natio-
nal Assembly, the President
and the milftary, to win.

For exerting pressure,
Benazir has introduced to the
scene one more element : man
in the street. It is a Bhutto
trait. Her father, Zulfikar Al
Bhutto, did it with disastrous
results to the country. But one
can sec that shé¢ has been
driven to the wall. Even after
having been dismissed un-
constitutionally, she partici-
pated in the elections of sorts.
While working within the sys-
tem for two years, she is so
disillusioned that she feels that
there is no recourse except to
hark back the people to the
streets.

"We were teargased, blud-

A CCORDING to Islam and
other religions, man is
admittedly God's best

creation, but as Hobbes has
said, he could be ugly, brutish,
mean and so on, So very stern
actions to rectify such :
to keep the l-lzcicty nm
right path, is essential. |
cannot cover in the span of
this write-up corruption in all
for instance, in the
educational ficld. Education is
the very backbone of the soci-
ely and accounts for the very
significant proportion of the
national income. The present

- status of education in all fields

tion, disciplined labour and an unflinching faith

in one's own country. What perhaps Japan can
learn from rest of the world is not to take the
national pride to a level that one loses the global
perspective. Japan of the last decade of the 20th
century seems to have well learmnt that lesson. On
occasion of the birthday of Emperor Akihito
Japan, we, the o{:le of Bangladesh, wish the
Japanese people ater success and prosperity
and hope that Japan can play the role of a true
peacekeeper in a world whic
more entrapped in ethnic, religious and na-
conflicts.

is getting more |

r

in Bangladesh presents a most
dismal picture. In short cor-
ruption everywhere is the rule
rather than the exception.

| should not prolong this
discussion on ns dur-

the Ershad regime, which
will be never-ending. | wish to
conclude with three¢ sugges-
tions: Firstly, | am not aware il
the present government has
brought out any report on the
aclivities, good or bad, per-
formed during the Ershad

[ |

Sharif and Benazir in a New Confrontation :

Point of No Return in Pakistan

and detained and our

top echelon of her

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)

they consider, the
‘hasty’ and 'unconstitutional .
They also see the danger in
“mass hysteria” in a

less against Nawaz Sharil's pol-
icy of “exterminating the op-
position through third degree
methods.” as they put it

They arc particularly angry
over the manner in which the
Long March to Islamabad was
tackled. Indeed, it was a bla-
tant repression; the police was
purposely rough and did not
sparc even Benazir. A Pakistand
journalist described it thus ;
"The police, relishing thetr
unlimited and undefined pow-
ers, went far beyond the call of
duty and punished ecven the
apprchended political ele-
ments.”

Police excesses in Islam-
abad proved to be the grist to
the opposition's agitational
mfill. The subsequent train
march might not have been a
success il the state had not
reacted viciously, as it did, |

regime. The report so pre-
pared should be released to

“the public for their informa-

tion.
My second suggestion is

that every ministry of the pre-

sent government must publish
an Annual Report on its activi-
ties during the year. It is an
essential requirement- for a
democratic government. It
may be that the government

has such a programme already.

Thirdly, uunhnmyynun%
democracy in which a lot o

training and knowledge are
necessary. It will be very valu-
able to send groups of rela-
tively young, vigorous and in-
tellectually-oriented members
of the Sangsad for visits to the
countries working under
democracy. The members for
such visits must be selected
from the diffgrent political
parties. | also suggest that the
best country to which they can
be sent is UK when we have
opted for the Westminister
style democracy. They may be
sent to other countries also
like USA and Canada. Ncedless

was there when the train
march reached Lahore at 10
pm. three hours behind
schedule. it was 's re-
sponse (o the high-handedness
at Islamabad. No barricade
could have stopped the sea of
humanity that overflowed rail-
way station and the places
around.

Aprplr:ntlr, the Nawaz
Sharil government had chan-
god s tactics. It was against
using force. Police withdrew
after some time So did ihe

for N clsewhere. .
Indeed, dead bodies can

throwing in hing into it
One of H'htmc;:?lﬂ:‘ﬂul the
Islamic laws can be introduced
only aftcr Nawaz Sharif s
thrown out. Such observations
arc not to the liking of Benazir
but she prefers to keep quiet

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

m

oplc. | wonder what would
Eppcn to Denazir s movement
il the same thing is rcpeated at
the mini-marches she propo-
scs to organise in different
parts ol Pakistan. Suppose the
police were not to provoke the
pcople or not come into clash
with them, the protesters
would disperse peacefully.

One of Benazir's leading
supporticers said that the mere
presence of ple on the
streets wnuﬁ:leo prcssurise
Nawaz Sharil to quit. He gave
him a grace period of a gﬂ'-
night, till December 22
However, most of the leaders
she has around her — the spe-
nt forces with a poor record of

blic service — feel that the

reworks will start "if violence
takes place.” They hoped it to
happen in Islamabad and pray

because she wo has put every-
thing at stake. - -

' Benazir has three options.
One, President Ishaq Khan
bales her oul; two, the army
intervenes and, three, she
a [ace-saving formula. The rr:
two are difficult and the third
is not to her liking in the pre-
scnl situation.

Benazir has appealed o the
President to dismiss the
Nawaz Sharil government and
ordcr [resh elections, a course
which he had adopted to oust
her and which she had assatled
relentlessly till recently. That
is no reason why he should
oblige her. Baba ja, ja (go, go
old man, meaning the Presi-
dent) was the refrain of slog-
ans ol her combination, the
Peopic's Democratic Alllance

.
go the baid meaning
Nawaz Sharil, who is baid). The
that she 1m on

realiscs

She has not
ecighth lmﬂm the
Pakistan constitution, which
authorises the President to
dismiss an elected prime min-
ister. Asked if they had with-

drawn their objection 1o the
cighth amendment, top PPP

leaders said no. so, be-
cause it makes a mockery of
democracy where the directly

embarrassingly pro-president

and there s no of any
serious diflecrences between
the two. The two are moulded
in the same cast : politics of
conciliation with the funda-
mentalists.

Benazir's second hope, that
is the army, is without much
ground. True, General Astf
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moval, il not god, In the mind

ing that perhaps others

(PDA). Now it is ganja ja, ja (go. Nawaz, chiel of the army stafl, truth.

by M T Haq

lo say that these visits should
be arranged when the
Parliamentary Sessions are on
in these countries.

| consider Great Britain to
be the best example of a coun-
try where democracy of the
western type has been most
successful. The principal rea-
son for my considered view is
that during the last April elec-
tion, 70 to 80 per cent of the

voters turnced oul lo excreisc
their voting rights. | wonder il
there is another country under
democracy which can show
such an example. In USA, it is
around 50 per cent.

My personal experience
which | have very brielly men-
tioned as a case-study is the
usual sitpation in Bangladesh.
it all started angd reached its
peak during the time of the
corrupt leader, H M Ershad.
Now the greal questton is how
to put an end to or to reduce
this corruption. Previously we
thought such corruption right
have been duce te the economie

hardships from which the
lower income groups had
been, in particular, suffering,
But by referring to the lower
income groups, | am of course
not excluding the high income
group corrupt officials.
Recently, the salary scales
at the levels have been revised
upwards substantially although
inflation is ever rising. These
should have salutary effects in
the form of lessening the ex-
tent and the intensity of cor-
ruption. But | doubt if the out-
come will be favourable,
Corruption in .the form of
bribes and kickbacks has be-
come a part of the habits. | do
not know how to change the
character ol these people and
to back morality ameong
them. moral degeneration
has gone to such an exicnt that
it will be an uphill task for the
prescnt government to deal
with the matier effectively. |
think a sort ol missionary work
appcaling to the finer ele-

ments in human nature rqnd to

the sense of patriotism will be
of some help.
| felt happy and assured
when once | watched and
hecard Professor Badruddeza
Chowdhury, the Deputy Leader
of the ruling party, answering
questions in this field In a
television interview in Dhaka
quite sometime back.
Professor Chowdhury rightly
indicated that when corrup-
tion will not be indulged in by
lcaders at the top, corruption
will be less at the lower stages.
This is a good statement, but
corruption has- become so
deeprooted and ingrained in
the habits of the people since
the time of Ershad that | doubt
if corruption at the lower
levels has by now shown any
reduction in extent. Exemplary
unishments infMictéd off sofme
urcaucrats, bankers and busi-
nessmen who have been or
could be {dentifled of charged
with corruption would have
salutary effects on putting the
country back on the honest

track. Morvover the develop-

ment banks, lnancial instilu-

- Corruption — a Leg_aby of the Past Regime yet to be Banished-II

tions and the othern banks have
lent huge amounts, business-
men or groups for develop-
nent purposes. The recovery
of Lthese loans has been most
unsatisfactory. This is anolher

reason for the economic
bankruptcy of this poor nation.
The Finance Minister of the
country has a tremendous job
to perform in this area. The
nation has the right to know
what has happened to the pub-
lic colfer. -

The Finance Minister re-
cently stated that public
money will not be allowed to
be misappropriated by default-
ing entreprencurs on the plea
ol sickness ol their industrial
units. Even an institution as
prestigeous as the World Bank
has said "in Bangladesh, indus-
tries ‘are siek but the owners
are rich.” Against. this back-
ground, the government needs
to be very earcful in advancing
public funds to the business-
men for fresh industrialtzation
and other types ol economic
activities.

[Concluded)

Aussies Promote Sydney as Asia-Pacific Centre

HE race against timc
to promote Sydney as a
major financial centre

1

-of the Asia-Pacific region is

well under way.

- And most observers agree
that the Australian Pacific east
coast city has no more than
five years to sell itsell to the
international financial com-
munity. Otherwise Sydney will
have to remain content with
being a relative financial back-

~watcer on the periphery of Asia,

[3ut despite strong compe-

tition from Singapore and '

Taiwan, influential business,
community and political lead-
ers in Sydney are confident
the city has all the facilities
and the business expertise to
cxpand as an international fi-
nancial centre along with the
dynamic growth expectations
of the Asia-Pacific region.
While the idea of promoting
Sydney as a regional financial
centre has been around for a
few years, the promotional
programme is now reflecting
greater urgency as rival con-

tenders — Singapore in par-

ticular — offer competitive al-

S —

tions must bear the
address. _
Anti-terrorism and
Sir, The present govern-
ment has promulgated the
Anti-terrorism Bill which has
sparked controversies. The
Opposition has called it a ploy
to oppress and
free democratic practices and
political rivals. And the general
mass have not found any
ground for enacting such an
act that has not contained the
activities such as dacoities,
lootings, killings, harassments

and unlawful foul games
whether they are called terror-
ism or not,

In a sequel to the act,
rather, in the old Dhaka, local

bodies are formed to curb ler-
rorism at the local level and

suppress the

" a taskforce headed

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space,
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
writer's real name, signature and

of Australia’s top 100 compa-
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traclions.
A recent report prepared by
manag-
ing director Tony Berg of
Australia's Macquarie Bank
stated that Singapore “cleverly
targeted policies that are steal-
ing the Iinitiative [rom
Australia.” .
- The Australian government
has indicated it will introducc
a concessional tax for pure off-
shore¢ banking business. This
will match a similar conces-
sion provided by Singapore.
There is the view that
China’'s takeover of Hong Kong
in 1997 will enhance Sydney's
chances of becoming the lead-
‘ing financial city of the region
— after Tokyo. But there is also
a strong prospect that Hong
Kong will still remain a major
commercial and financial cen-
tre by continuing to be an im-
portant to China, seen
as the major economy of the
region inv the 21st eentury.
Sydney is Australia's largest
city and is the state capital of
New South Wales, the coun-
try's mos! important state. Half

Vincent W. Stove writes from Sydney

Sydney's location gives it a minor, but at times vital,
advantage. Two hours ahead of Tokyo, it leads the
world as the first large foreign exchange market to

open on a new day

nics have their headquarters in
Sydney. -

State and city authorities
are actively trying to persuade
multinational companies to lo-
cate their Asian regional head-
quarters in Sydney. Officials
arc currently busy telling for-
cign executives Lhat the time
has never been better : there is

‘a glut of office accommeodation.

* There is a vacancy rate in
excess of 20 per cent in the
central business district, and
this is expected to continuc
till the .end of the century.
Rents have dropped about 10
per cent during the past year.

Big corporations looking to
invest in their own buildings
will find desperate owners
more than willing to make a
deal. Office towers can be pur-

chased’ at_prices up to 50 per

— - R Cm e me == =

cent below what they were less
than three yecars ago. A lot of
these buildings are owned by
banks as mortgagees in pos-

session following defaults by-

developers — a of the
reckless lending sprees of the
1980s. :
Sydney's location gives it a
minor — but al times vital —
advantage for international
moncy market dealers. Being
two hours ahead of Tokyo,
Sydney leads the world as the
first large foreign exchange
market to open on a new day.
A big plus in the city's
lavour is the Sydney Futures
Exchange (SFE), which enjoys
a high reputation in the re-
gion and throughout the world.
The SFE has been operating
for 31 years. It has grown from
a small elub like organisation

— e

g

which dealt only in wool o an
international operation cover-
ing not only agricultural, but
also metals, currency and [i-
nancial products.

it s now the largest open-

cry f[utures market in the
Western Pacific, bigger than
those in lHong Kong, Singaporc
and Kuala Lumpur. On the cur-
rent volume of traded con-
tracts, the SFE is ranked as
the world’'s 10th largest fu-

tures exchange.

“This exchange is frce of
any major scandal or default —
and that's more than can be
said about other exchanges in
the region,” says an SFE foor
operalor.

But high personal and cor-
porate taxation rates at the na-

tional level, as well as some
unusual charges at the stue
level, have been cited as creat-
ing a dampening influence in
Sydney's financial services en-
vironment. |

- And there are those who
are sceptical about Sydney's
chances to reach world-elass
finaneial coentre status They

=
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say the city is too isolated from
other major regional commer-
cial centres. And they criticise
the unwillingness of too large a
proportion of the city’s finan-
cial community to operate on a
24-hour basis.

In addition, they complain
of Sydney's outdated and con-
gested airport, its r roads
and inadequate public trans-
port system. They also criticise
the quality and supply of the
city’s financial services labour
lorce.

However, most Sydney
business leaders stress that
the city has loads of advan §
over all other cities in t
Asia-Pacific region, Including a
well-develo legal system
and communications network,
a temperate climate, a superb
environment and good living
standards. ;

"Australia’'s stable political
atmosphere canmot be over-
looked. Nor can the orderly
un:,a.! structure, ‘and the ab-
sence of civil unrest and ler-
rorism,” commenis a stock
- Depthnows Asia
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short letters

ironically, the committees arc
comprising identiflied goons
and thugs including mastaans
of Ershad regime. Such bodies
are flexing their muscles, au-
daciously, in the name of the
Ministers and even the Prime
Minister. It is further allcged
that some of them have issued
letters to different persons
threatening them, often over-
riding court rulings. They are
poking their noses - every
where they sense some dis-
putes may be, in expectation ol
some gains.

In view of the above, may
we expect our Ministers and
most humbly, the Prime
Minister to look into the mat-
ters and rethink about this
Anti-terrorism Bill as well as
formation of local bodies

where mastaans are dominat-
ing. Of course, you cannol ¢x-
{ unarmed general mass to
t against armed criminals,

and interfering in every hous-

chold, and take 'necessary’
steps to contain the tentacles
of mastaans and goons being
knowingly or unknowingly one
way or another, 'rehabilitated’

by the government itself.

. Besides, the opposition also
should keep .close watch on
the happenings. and take up
the matters seriously. | am
sure the general mass will ex-
tend their hands in their own
interest ‘as they did in the past.

A M Sayed Khan
Farashgary, Dhaka

Dichotomy in NGOs
Sir, As a post-graduate .stu-
dent, | was given an assign-
ment on "Formal and Informal

Education and NGO Partl-
eipation” and as required, |

visited some NGO offlices to
collect data and information
for my thesis paper. Here | fn-
tend lo share with your read-
ers my experiences wilh

In the very beginning, 1 in-
terviewed the lleads/ Execu-
tives of the chosen NGOs at
their head offices in Dhaka.
Most of them were refined
gentlemen, seemed well-conv-
ersant aboul their activities. |
received very cordial treat-
ment from them at their air-
conditioned offices. In many an
office, | was offered quality
refreshments. | must admit
that | liked the treatment very
much. Then at length they
talked about the spread of
formal and informal education
m their contributions in the

In the course of preparing
the thesis, | also visits Lo
the ficid offices of some NGOs.
Te my utter bewilderment,
there 1 met some shabbily-
dressed gentlemen. Though
they were very cordial in
words and behaviour, they
could not treat me with more
than a cup of tea from a road-
side tea-stall. Howcever, | was
benefited a lot with their help
They supplied me adequate
data a information for my

Lthesis

v

In coursc nf III]'I CONVUrs:-
tion with the at the
field offices, | eame to learn of
their disgruntlement with the
‘'management’. They com-
plained that whercas a head or
an exccutive of the organisa-
tons drew a sa to the tune
of hall a lakh Taka per month
which al times, comes Lo Taka
one lakh including the al-
lowances, the field employces
get a paltry sum ol say, Taka
iwo or three thousand only.
Further, with the shrinkage of
the volume of donations from
the foreign countries, Iﬂ are
being threatened to be ofl.

Some of the low-paid stall
such as guards, ficlds verifica-
tors or field rs sounded
so helpless as il they were go-
ing to be thrown into the sea
of uncertaintics atl any mo-
ment. bitierly expressed
that the highly-paid offictals, in
the absence of any salary
structure, allegedly raise their
salaries without any justifica-
tion. The money is brought lo,
help the poor but instead it is
the rich who are taking the
benefits. With such [at salary of

a lop execulive, a project cm-

loying 20 te 30 s can
ge run. Reporiedly there are
many executives have the

only job to contact (heir
‘relatives or '8’ in
the public offices to 'maleria-
Ise’ the managements’ wishes.

From cxperiences with
cxecutives ofl N and these
low-level employees, | have
been confronied with seme

very slrong questions. Will the
NGOs ever be able to impart

whmnlﬂ'nrlnfurn-lm-
tion to masses by ignoring
the economic well of
the pe involved in
it? Can't we do something to
enlighten the NGO leaders that
the money is not coming (o

Ewﬁeth:huum t
lp out the poor and -

less? If the above continucs
uth:mvlll .{uﬂulmﬂﬂuﬂ

ol our governmeni is
being virtually regulated by the
donors and their do
we necd ald and assistance any
longer at all if the

people are not helped in any

way’”
Md. Ataur Rahman
Shantinagar, Dhaka



