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PM visits mazar
of Shah Sultan(R)

NETROKONA, Dec 22: Pri-
me Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia today (Tuesday) visited the
mazar of Shah Sultan(R) at
Madanpur, 10 kilometres from
the town, and offered faicha
there, She planted a ma-
hogany sapling in the mazar
premises, reports UNB.

ALPP meeting
Jan 2

A meeting of the Awami

League Parliamentary Party (

ALPP) will be held in the con-
ference room of the Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
at 11 am on January 2. Leader’
ol the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina will preside over the
mecting, reports UNB.

IAHS now member
of Network

Institute of Applied Health

Scicnces (IAHS) has been a |

full-fledged member of Net-
‘work, an alliliate of World
Health Organization { WHO).
Students of the 1AHS will now
get the chance to work and
share expericnce with difler-
ent member countries of
Neiwork. A total of 85 institu-
Lions en d in community
based education -in dillerent
eountries are the members of
Network, reports UNB.

Busl'ltomt
Somalia

WASIHINGTON, Dec 22 :
President Bush will visit the
US forces in Somalia over New

Year'd, the White House
announced . Bush will
the Uni States on

December 30 and arrsive on

December 31 in time to spend {

New Year's eve with U S
:;up Fitzwater said, reports
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157 killed in Libyan

ROME, Dec 22: A Libyan
plane on a domestic Might
crashed Tuesday, killing all
157 people abeard, the coun-
iry's JANA news agency re-
ported, reports AP.

In a briel report, the
cited unidentified civilian
aviation authorities as saying
the victims were of various na-
lionalitics,

It said the plane had taken
oll Irom Benghazi, Libya's sec-
ond-largest city. The report

gave no [urther details but

JANA's Rome office said the
plane was a Libyan airliner fy-
ing to Tripoli, the capital.,
The type of aircraft involved
wis nol immediately disclosed.
The United Nations im-

posed sanctions on Libya in
April for its refusal to hand
over suspeets in the bombing
of Pan Am Flight 103 over
lLockerbie, Scotland. The
sanctions include an air em-
bargo, barring flights by for-
cign airliners to Libya and
blocking flights by Libyan air-
liners abroad.

Two Libyans are charged in
the United States and Britain
as suspects in the bombing,
which killed 370 people in
|988. Libyan leader Meammar
Gadhafll has refused to turn
them over for trial.

France also wants Libya's
cooperation in Lthe investiga-
tion of four other Libyans sus-
pecled in a similar attack on a

French UTA airliner: in 1980,
which killed 170 people.

Meanwhile, in Fare, Dutch
and Portuguese investigators
began searching through the
charred wreckage of a Dutch
DC-10 on Tuesday, trying to
discover what caused the crash
that killed at least 54 peopile.

The chartered jet broke
:,;.-rt and burst into flames

fle trying to land in a storm
Monday. s tracked down
the last four missing people
Tuesday morning, bringing to
286 the number who survived
the crash.

The planc had been carry-
ing 327 passengers and 13
crew members.

Three Dutch passengers

plane crash

originally listed as missing
wandered away from the
wreck and went home to the
nearby village of Lagos, Algarve
regional Civil Governor
Joaquim Cabrita Neto told re-
porters. lle did not explain
what happened to the fourth
missing passenger.

Forty-six of the dead were
“burned beyond recognition,”
he said.

Officials said holes in the
wreckage of the DC-10,
proximity of [re-fighting
equipment and plain luck
contributed to the high num-
ber of survivors. Wreckage
from the Mght was strewn
over 400 metres (yards) of the
airport.
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| Bandlts loot Taka

Netrokona yesterday

NETROKONA, Dec 22: Pri-
me - Minister Begum Hhal:.d"l
Zia today blamcd the opposi-
tion for trying to hinder the
government's
programmes "because they do
not want welfare of the people
and progress of the country,”
reports UNB.

"They are ml:l»cading the
people and creating hindrance
in the way of our
activities,” she alleged while
addressing a huge public meet-
ing at Muktarpara ground or-
ganised by the district BNP
here this afternoon.

Presided over by Jatiya
Sangsad Whip Abdul Karim,
the meeting was also addre-
sscd by LGRD ‘Minister Abdus
Salam Talukder, Finance Mi-
nister M Sailur Rahman,
Deputy Minister for Shipping
ABM Zahidul Huq, Bani Ashraf
MP, Lutfuzzaman Babar MP,

Abu Abbas MP and other local

development

lopment °

Opposition out to
hinder uplift : PM

BNDP leaders.

The Prime Minister Edld
that the people voted the BNP
to power because it is a demo-
cratic party and its objectives
arc to ensure wellare of the

- COMAIToNMan. ,

“The nationalist party under
the leadership of Shaheed
Ziaur Rahman proved its suec-
cess through implementing
development programmes in
diflerent sectors, pliﬂ‘-ﬂl:ula.rly
in the rural areas,” she said.

Begum Zia p-ulnted out that
when  the government has
been proceeding with different
development programmes ”
those who once made Bang-
ladesh a "bottomless basket' in
the post-liberation period and
exploited public exchequer
during their autocratic rule
are today conspiring to hinder
national development”.

"They are not [riends of the
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one lakh, from
bus passengers

From Our Cnrrespundgnt

MANIKGANJ, Dec 22: At
least 10 persons were injured
when a group of bandits at-
tacked an Aricha-bound bus
today at about 7-30pm at the
Trirampur bus-stand on the

. Dhaka-Aricha Highway.

The bandits looted goods
worth over Taka one lakh in-
cluding cash and gold-orna-
ments and managed to Eut:ape
immediately.

Witnesses said that the
bandits numbering about 20
swooped on the bus blasting
hand-bombs immediately after
the arrival of the vehicle at the
bus-stand. )

Critically injured Sadhu 30,
a passenger and Abul Kalam,
28, helper of the bus were
admitted to the Manikganj
Sadar Hospital while the
others, including the driver
were given first aid at the local
health centre.

Barisal BM College
closed sine die

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 22: The au-
thorities announced the Braja

Mohan University College here
closed for an indefinite period

fol Il violence.
W-h Chhatra League

the students front of the oppn+l

sition Awami League, swept
the - eleetion to the BM
University College Students
Union [BUCSU), bagging 18
oul of 26 seats.

The sine die announcement
came. alter a group of students
rampaged the college and
damaged [urniture following
announcement of the election
results this morning, college
sources said.

Officials said that the col-
lege was closed to prevent fur-
ther violence and the udents

m#ﬂhm
by 5 pm ivda.

Israeli Supreme
Court upholds
expulsion of
Palestinians

JERUSALEM, Dec 22: The
Isracli Supreme Court today
upheld the expulsion of 415
Palestinians to Lebanon, it was
announced here,

The decision was taken by
a panel of seven judges.

Meanwhile, Israel's
750,000 Arabs staged a gen-
eral strike today to protest the
mass expulsion of Palestinians.

The expelled Palestinians
returned to their tent camp In
no-man’'s land in South Le-
banon early today after freezing
weather and shells tpuk their
toll on them.

Witnesses said the depo
tecs, who spérnit their fifth cold
night in South Lebanon
squeezed on a strip of road,
headed back to the camp be-
fore dawn after three of them
fell sick and a fourth was
wounded by shellfire from
Isracli-backed militiamen.
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' Indemnity body gives

itself another
lease of life

By Nurul Kabir

The Spectal P
Committee on the Indemnity
Ordinance (Repeal] Bill yes-
terday decided to permit itsell
a further eflort 10 prepare a
unanimous report on the issue,
Committee sources said.

Although the Commilice

members were supposcd lo

give their individual opinions

for or against passage of the
Awami League-sponsored bill
al, yesterday's meeting, they fi-
nally felt that a further try was
necessary to reach a consensus
on the issue on the assumption
that a split decision would fur-
ther deteriorate the relation-
ship between the ruling BNP

~and the largest opposition in

Parllament the Awami League
(AL).
According to sources, AL

h-udtrhn.-dlni

wid the a spin
d::hbnnntlu-_l right at
the moment, would deflinitely
hamper his party's considera-
tion to join the Parliament

secssion scheduled for
January 3.

The Awami League-led
Opposition ted the last
scssion of nt protest-

ing the ruling party’s passage
of the Anti-terrorism act and
the government's alleged indil-
ference to implementation of a

four-point accord including

trial of the Jamaat chiel Golam

Azam as a war criminal.
Barrister Rafiqul Islam M-

ah. Minister for Public Werks,

told the meeting yesterday

that a sound relation between

See Page 12 Col |

Over $ 500m Japanese
aid unutilised

By S Y Bakht

Owver 500 million US dollars
in Japanese aid to Bangladesh
Jemained unused until this
month, according to Toshio
Saiki, the Japanese Amba-
ssador to esh,

In an exclusive interview to
The Daily Star, the envoy re-
vealed that 530 million dollars
ol committed Japanese aid to
Ba esh remained unuti-
lised.

Out of a 500 million dollar
allocation for seven projects,
only 35 per cent of the amount
had been disbursed. Loan
agrcements for these had been
signed, the ecarliest one in
1987. In addition, out of l.u!.al
of a 440 dollar
lieT p:rﬂnl'. sistanoe” for iﬁ

loans upto 1987, necarly 46 per
cent remained unused.
In a unique arrangement.

repayment of all Japanese
loans by Bangladesh is re-
turned in cash as debt relief
grant can be used for various

rposes.

If the committed assistance
cannot be utilised speedily and
efliciently,” ambassador Saiki
warncd “we must cut back our
ajd commitment.”

During the hour-long inter-
view, the Japanese envoy also
noted the problems in imple-
menting projects, problems
and prospects for in-
vesiment and the future Lrend

.' qmﬂm
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'Dhaka Moscow form

JEC in January

Bangladesh and Russia yes-
terday agreed tp develop a
broad based bilateral relation,
particularly in the fields of
trade and economic coopera-
tion in wview of the global
change, reports UNB.

The ment was reached
at an official meeting between
the two countries at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
yesierday morning.

The two countries decided
to sign an agreement in
January for establishing a Joint

. Economic Commission (JEC)

when a Russian high powered

delegation is due to visit
Bangladesh. Deputy Minister
for Foreign Economic Rela-

‘tions will lead the delegation.

The visiting Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister, Georgty
Fridrickhevich Kunadze, led a
five-member delegation at the
talks while the Bangladesh
side was headed by Foreign
Secretary Reaz Rahman.

* Bheikh Hasina addressing a pubhr: meetmg at Shanir Akhra on the- nutsklrts of the clty

yesterday .

— Star photo

'Govt has failed to
protect minorities'

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday blamed government in-
action and instigation by fanat-
ics for flareup of communal vi-
olence in diflerent parts of the
country following the demoli-
tion of Babri Mosque in India,

- reports UNB.

Addressing a rally at Shanir
Akhra, badly aflected by vio-
lence in backlash to the

Ayodhya incident, Hasina al-

leged the govérnment totall
failed to protection to li

" and property of the minorities.

The hwnmi L.uluu Pre-

AL Secretary accuses the Star |
Editor of bias against Hasina

Zillur Rahman, General Secc-
rctary ol Bangladesh Awami
League has accused SM Ali, the
Editor of The Daily Star of
"tocing the lines of the
BNP/Jamaat axis” in his com-
mentary published in this pa-
per last Sunday.

In a statement issued yes-
terday, the AL leader also re-
peated thé charge that the
Joint Indo-Bangladesh Comm-
unique issued alfter the visit of
Begum Khaleda Zia to New
Delht "gave Indian Government

legal and inevitable excuse to
push back hundreds and
thousands of Muslims”™ into
this country.

A re&mder

Below is the full and
UNEDITED text of the state-
ment issued by the AL Gencral
Secrelary:

My attention has bcen
drawn to a pommentary by Mr.
S.M. Ali, the editor of Daily

Star, In its issue of 20th
December 1992. Anyone who
has time enough to read such
‘commentary’ cannot but come
out with the impression that
[ar from being honest in com-
ments on various statements of
Jana Netri Sheikh Hasina, it is
as il a statement made on

' party-political line towing the

lines of BNP/ JAMAT axis.

Mr S.M. Ali is unfortunately
caught by the mischief of his
own sermons. If anyone could

See Page 12Col 7

sident criticised the ruling
party for not arresting those
involved in looting, arson and
destruction of property and
religious places.

"Why the rmmment has
not yet applied the Anti-
terrorism Act against the
culprits?” She questioned.

"lslam is a religion of peace,
and it does not sanction intol-
erance for other faiths," said
the Leader of the O in
Parliament. She called for

" maintaining communal har-
‘mony at any cost.

EccPa# 12{'.;913

Ishaq reJects plea for
dissolving parliament

ISLAMABAD, Dec
Pakistani President Ghulam
Ishaq Khan brushed off oppo-
sition demands to dissalve
parliament today, telling legis-
lators that the country's politi-
cal crisis should be solved

through democratic means,

reports AFP.

In a speech opening the
parliamentary year, Khan im-
plicitly rejected a demand by
former Premier Benazir Bhutto

lo sack the government, saying
the opposition should fellow

democratic traditions.

"Political issues should be
scitled politically through po-
litical tnstitutions,”” the
President told a joint session
of parliament.

Bhutto's People's Demo-
cratic Alliance (PDA) has been
waging a campaign [for
elections and a senior opposi-
tion figure warned Monday of
a bloodbath unless Khan used
his powers as President to oust
the government of Prime
Minister Nawaz Shartf.

[Earlier Story on Page 8|
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The two sides noted with
happiness that the talks were
held in the backdrop of 20th
anniversary of establishing
diplomatic relations between
Dhaka and Moscow.

A Foreign Office spokesman
fold newsmen after the meet-
ing that lasted for two and a
halfl hours that the talks re-
viewed entire gamut of bilat-
eral relation as well as re
and international issues of
COMmMOoN CONCern.

The two sides discussed at
length bilateral relations in-
{:l'udlnF
sion of mutual cooperation in
the trade, energy, textile, _[ul:
and civil aviation, :

They also dfscussed re-
sumption of trade between the
two countries which remained
suspended since the collapse
of the Soviet Union last year.

The Russian d:l:gltinn
showed keen interest in im-
porting Bangladeshi ftems

| Islam Khan,

promotion and expan-

ments under it held at th:

Prime Minister's Secretariat

with Begum Zia in the chair.
The activities and

ol indusiries in BSCIC estate.

lcather industries, shrimp cul

tivation . sugar and
food ustries corporation
and steel en corpora-
tion were ssed at the
mecting.

trhlpu&yu{thmnm .
The meeting was also in-
formed that so far 15568 indus-
trial units had been identified
as sick.

Among  others, Finance

| Minister M Saifur Rahman,

Industries Minister Shamsul

Mintster
Zahiruddin Khan and con-

cerned secretaries of different
ministries were present.

Menon returns

home Jan 9
Rashed Khan Menon,
General Sccretary of

Bangladesher Workers Party,
wlll r:turn home on January 9

nths treatment in
Lwnlhh Bangkok, reports
LINH

Menon, a member of par-
Iiamenl. was shol at and badly
wounded by armed miscreants
outside his party office at
Topkhana Road on August 17.

A warm receplion will be
given to Mcnon by the party
when he will return Dhaka
from Bangkok at 12-50 pm at
Zia International Airport, said
a party press rcilease.

He will also be accorded a
mass reception at Topkhana
Road at 2-30 pm on the same
dyr.

A receplion preparat
committee was formed wi
Haider Akbar Khan Rono, act-
ing chief of the party.

370 more
Rohingyas

go home

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 22: A
total of 370 more Rohingya
refugees ol 96 families today
was sent back to Myanmar.

“With this, the total number
of refugees repatriated stands
al 4399,
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