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Fresh trade accord signed

Dhaka, Beij

1ng to use

convertible currency

h and China yes-

currency, a
message received here from

ing said, reports BSS.

new trade agreement

comes into effect from
January. Under the pew
agreement trade will now be
carried out only in convertible
currency, howewver, counter
trade [barter) betweert private
business houses and corpora-
tions of the two countries will
be allowed, the message said.

The new agreement also
provides for continuation of
- most favoured nation status to
each other. .

Commerce Minister MK
Anwar, who is now in China
and Chinese Minister for
Foreign Economic Relations
and Trade (MOFERT) Li
Langing signed the agreement
on behalfl of their respective
countries. The new agreement
will work as an “impetus” to
held the trade between the
two countries grow in' a mere
balanced manner, the message

pointed out
Anwar spent a busy day
yesterday holding separate

discussions with Li Langing
and his Chinese counterpart
Hu Ping. During a lengthy
meeting with MOFERT Li
Langing, Anwar pleaded for
Tarill rtillu::tiun so thal
Bangladeshi exportables like

Face opponents
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tions.

Begum Zia called for exten-
sive membership drives to de-
velop the party more exten-
sively.

In her hour-long speech the
BNP chairperson gave future
directions to thc parly mem-
bers saying do not Invelve in
politics. to rcalise individual
interest, rather work for the
party. "You have to serve the
nation to work in the intcrest
of the party,” she added.

The Prime Minister said
you must remember that poli-
tics is not a short-term phe-
nomenon but it has long-term
consequences, “Politics should
not be aimed at capturing
power, rather it should be
practised for the wellare of the
people.” |

Begum Zia said the welfare
of the would not be at-
tained if BNP fafled to work ef-
fectively.

Some 117 members spoke
during the two-day Executive
Committee meeting. About 400
members attended the mecet-

Standing Committee mem-
bers of BNP including Sccre-
tary General and LGRD and Co-
operative Minister Salam
Talukdar, Foreign Minister
ASM Mostaflizur Rahman,
Communication Minister Ol
Ahmed, Irrigation and -Agricul-
ture Minister Majed-ul Hugq,
Chicl Whip Khondoker Delwar
Hossain and RA Ghani spoke
on the occasion.

raw jute and jute goods, tea,
urea and leather get easy entry
inte the Chinese market.
Bangladesh Commerce
Minister also asked the
Chinese Minister to send trade
to boost
Bangladesh exports to China.

Anwar requested the
Chinese authorities to set up
joint venture projects specially
in urea, textiles leather and
machine tools. ;

The Chinese Minister for
Foreign Economic Relations
and Trade assured the
Bangladesh Minister of his
government's sympathetic
consideration of the requests.
He also showed keen interest
in sctting up medium size urea
fertilizer factory under joint
ventures in ;

" The two ministers also dis-
cussed the possibility of sign-
ing two more agreements: (l)
Protection of each others in-
vestments and(l) Avoidance of
double taxation for further fa-
cilitating Chinese participation
in joint ventures Iin

Bangladesh.

In his meeting with Hu
Ping, the Commerce Minister
of China, MK Anwar evinced
keen interest in the ways and
technigues followed in China
to maintain adequate supply

and price stability of essential
ftems in the context of the

present process of the f[ree
economy China pursuing.

Nepali COMMUNIsts
launch anti-govt
protests Dec 25

HhTH&::HDU. Dec 21:
Nepal's communist parties
said in a joint statement today
they will launch countr
protest rallies beginning
December 25 to force the
Prime Minister's restgnation,
reports AFP

At a press conference, the
communist leaders issucd a
statement alleging that Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala
had lied and misled the public
and parliament over
Tanakpur Hydroelccltric
Project with India.

Hindu Parishad
demands probe

into violence

Bangladesh Hindu Parishad
yesterday demanded setting up
a judicial enquiry commission
to probe the communal vio-
lence in the country following
demolition ol Babri Mosque in
India, UNB.

The Parishad also dema-

'nded reconstruction of tem-

ples, shops and houses of the
minoritics aflected by recent

religious strife.

It also appealed to all politi-
cal parties, students and aid

organisations to stand by the
aflected people of the minority
communities.

the -

DU students clash
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student of Social Welfare
Department, Gazi Mohammad
Hasan, Shaheen, a Masters fi-
nal year students of Economics
Department, Belayet Hossain,
Bidhan Chandra Biswas, stu-
dents of Public Administration
were injured and later taken: to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, campus sources said.

According to wilnesses, a
Mastcrs Final Year class of the
Economics Department was
scheduled to bé held in room
number 3 in the LT building at
9 am.

Meanwhile, the sixth term
incourse examination of the

department of Finance and
Banking was also scheduled in

the same room and at the

samec timec.

Sources said that the stu-
dents of Finance were in Room
3 when the Economics stu-
dents came there for their
scheduled class.

The students of Economics

uested the Finance student
to leave the classroom, sources
said adding that the students
of both the departments ex-
changed hot words at the
time in the presence of their
teachers.

However, other sources said
that the two teachers of the
¢oncerned departments got
involved in the arguments first.

The students and teachers
returned to their respective
departments to discuss the
problem with their Chairman.

Later, a group of students
from the Commerce building
arca came to the Department

of Economics 'in the Arts build-

ing, used abusive language and

ransacked some classroom in

the building, witnesses said.

Another group of students
from the Arts building then
went to the Commerce bulld-
ing named NIPA Bhaban and
clashed with the students of
that faculty. Panic spread
among the .general students,
witnesses .

Then police rushed to the

spot and started firing lear gas

‘and also decided to

shells to disperse the students.

Mecanwhile, the Dhaka
University authorities yester-
day formed a [our-member
committee to investigate the
incident.

The teachers of the
Department of Economics and
the Faculty of Commerce hcld
a meeting with the Vice-
€hancellor Prof Emajuddin
Ahmed in this regard.

The meeting suggested that
the investigation report be
submitfed in a very short time
punish the

rsons fnvolved in the vio-

nce, a DU press release said
yesterday. .

The DU authorities also re-
qucsted all concerned not to
hold any procession or rally
from' December 22 to
December 24 near the arts and
commerce building premises.

The emergency meeting
was also attended by the
Proctor and Deans of the dif-
ferent facultics.

Saifur
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tors indicating [avourable

signs.

The Finance Minister
thanked the Bank for resuming
the Bank's assistance to railway
scetor and urged the bank to
takc up programme in road
e he ADB | ted

team a
the progress of ﬂiem.
agriculture and industrial sec-
tor reform programmes.

He also expressed the
Bank's willingness to provide
technical -nl;{t-rr:lu for Enm.f
bility s ture p o
nctgn uhfﬁt west bank of the
Jamuna river after construc-
tion of the Jamuna multipur-

bridge.

pm;‘ht {nlt‘-unn led by
Director of ADB ‘w'l - me
Department es

Morita also discussed with the
Minister matters of mutual in-
terest and the Bank's future
lending programme (o

Busgladesh.

s

Prime Minister
Art Exhibition at

Art gallery
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their works. Mahmudul Hug of

the Institute of Fine Arts got
the first prize which carries a
cash of Taka 30,000, a certifi-
cate and a crest.

The recipients of three
other prizes of honour are
Mansurul Karim of Chittagong
University, A Sattar the
Institute of Fine Arts of Dhaka
University and A K'M Qayyum,
Chit ng University.

Each prize carrics a cash of
Taka 10,000 a certificatc and a
crest. |

A total of 247 works of 207
artists are on display at the
exhibition.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman, parliament
members, diplomats and cross
section of people attended the
function.

The Prime Minister paid
tributes to the contributions of
the artists litterateurs during
the War of Independence and
democratic movement. She
said ‘expected progress in vari-
ous fields was possible pro-
vided the elements of the na-
tional culture were nurtured in
the right direction.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment would take steps for the
preservation of works of
Shilpacharya Joynul Abedin.

Later, she went to the
gallery where the works were

on display.
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Khaleda Zia visiting the gallery after inaugurati
Ipakala Academy in city yesterday.

— PID photo

of French ofl experts have fled
the northeastern Assam state
following threats from sepa-
ratist guerillas to leave the oil-
rich region, a government offi-
cial said Monday, reports AP.

Twenty-one engineers have
fled [rom the state since De-
cember 7 alter receiving a
"Quit Indfa” notice from
Assamese rebels fighting for
independence or greater au-
lonomy for the state, Home
Secretary Tapan Lal Barua said.

The enginecers are [rom
Compaigne Generale de Geo-
physics, a Paris-based firm
hired by the Indian govern-
ment to conduct seismic stud-
ies to pinpoint ofl and gas re-
scrves in the region.

The thrcats were issucd by
the United Liberation Front of
Assam [ULFA), a secretive gro-
up of ethnic rebels fighting a
[ive-year-long war against
Indian security troops.

The outlawed rebels, who
enjoy some support from cth-
nic Assamesc, say the federal
government robs the wealth of
the state, which is rich in oil,
tca and timbér. The state's oil
ficlds are controlled by the
fcderal government from New

'I]f:lhi. 775 miles (1,250 kilo-

'ULFA threat: 21 French
experts flee Assam

GAUHATI, Dec 21 : A group -

meters) to the west,

The rebels initially tried to
extort 50 million rupecs (dirs
1.8 million) rom the French
engineers who are working on
a 138-milHon rupeces (dirs 5
million) ofl exploration project

in the town of Duliajan.

But when the firm did not
pay up, the outlawed rebel
group asked the engineers to
lcave the state in a letter writ-
ten to the company's office,
said Barua, the state’s top bu-
reaucrat,

The engineers stopped
working immediately after re-
ceiving the letter on November
16 they resumed work briefly
in end-November following as-
surances of adequate security
[rom the state government.

So far, 21 of the 23 engl-
necrs have jelt, Barua said.
Two engincers have stayed be-
hind to look after the sophisti-
cated machinery that they
brought along.

Assam is the largest of a
cluster of seven northeastern
states, five of which are facing
violent insurgences. More than
200 people have been killed
and nearly 1,600 kidna in
Assam in the past year, Chief
Minister Hiteswar Saikia told
the state legislature Monday.

their demands.

Employees of the Roads and Highways Depart
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Comilla AL

on bail
From Qur Correspondent

COMILLA, Dec 21: Local
Awami (AL) leader and
former chairman of local mu-
nicipality, A K M Bahauddin
Bahar was released on balil
from Comilla Jail.

The bail was granted bly the
High Court Division of the
Supreme Court. He was ar-
rested on December 16 follow-
ing a clash between the ac-
tivists of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) and Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL).

Benazir
From Page 1 Col 4

The meeting was seen as
important amid speculation
that the PDA might boycott
Tuesday's presidential address
by President Ghulam Ishaq
Khan and its deputies might
resign en masse to force him
to dissolve the assemblies and
order new elections.

the husband of Pakistani

opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto, will be allowed to at-
tend a joint session of parlia-
ment, National Assembly

.| Speaker Gohar Ayub Khan said

The official Associated

Press of Pakistan quoted the

r of the Lower attend

the session on Tuesday and the

government and also given a
“favourable response.”

leader freed -

AFP adds : Asif Al Zardari, -

Israeli militia fires warning shots

Deportees try to march |

into 'security zone'

MARJ AL-ZOIHOUR, Dec 21:
Isracli-backed militiamen Mo-
nday fire warning shots as
more than 400 Palestinian de-
portees — goaded by Lebanese
troops — approached Israeli-
controlled territory in south-
ern Lebanon in an attempt to
walk into the zone, reports AP.

Earlier, a Deirut report said,
the government said it had or-
dered the army to return
Palestinians to Isracl's self-
styled ‘security zone'.

Israel. deported the 415
Palestinians Thursday, alleging
they werg connected with
Muslim fundamentalist groups
responsible for inecitihg vio-
lence. Six Israeli troopers had
been killed in 10 days.

Lebanon refused to take the
deportees, and the Palestinian
delegation to Middle East
peace talks with Israel sus-
pended their participation in
protest.

in Beirut , a Lebanese mili-
tary spokesman said at least
two 120mm mortar rounds
were "fired from within the
security zone and exploded in
the area separating the march-
ing deportees from the occu-

| pied strip. We don't have any

reports on casualties.”
Reporters in the zone saw

three mortar rounds fired.
The spokesman said the

deportees marched on their

own, were not physically
pushed by the Lebanese army.
They movéd after the return
order was relayed to them.”

In line with regulations, he
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

The Lebanese army had or-
dered the refugees out of their
makeshift camp at 10 am
(0800 GMT). i

They then walked slowly
toward the zone, wearing gr-
een woolen hats and raincoats.
Some clutched Korans to their
chests and murmured verses
from the holy book.

The army
further humanitarian aid to the
Palestinian deportees. Halaby
ordered the departure of a
bulidozer that had been sent by

the United Nations to htlp'

build the camp.
Related Story on Page 5

Obituary

‘Hamed Saliul lslam, a re-
tired additional secretary dicd
at 11:30 pm Monday at the
Combined Military Hospital. He
was 50,

Hamed Safiul Islam was
suffering from hepatitis and
stomach cancer.

He left behind his wife, four
children and a host of relatives
and friends.

also barred any

joint

‘Rao must have
temple foundation

removed before
SAARC summit’

By Staff Correspondent

The National Demeocratic
Unity (NDU) has said it will
resist entry of Indian Prime
Minister Narastimha Rao into
Bangladesh unless his gov-
ernment removes Lhe founda-
tion of Ram Temple laid by.
fundamentalist. Hindus at the
demolished Babri Mosque site.

“Rac should come 1o this
country during SAARC summit
aflter removal’'of the temple
foundation from the mosque
site, otherwise NDU will mar-
ch o the airport with black

to protest his arrival,
Salauddin Kader Chowdhury
MP, Convenor of the newly for-
med party teld a public mee-
ting near Purana Paltan
Crossing Monday.

The NDU chiel condemncd
both the t and the
opposition for “playing foul”
with the Babri inct-
dent and said the government’
reacted by censoring CNN
programme while the opposi-
tion leader said only three
domes of the mosque were
damaged.

It was the first ever meet-
ing of the party formed after
the split in National
Democratic Party (NDP) nearly
two months ago. Most of the
several hundred persons who
attended thc meeling were
young. Scores of stick-wield-
ing volunteers of Jubo Shakti
were engaged to maintain or-
der al the meeting.

Two of the freedom fighter
conveners of NDU
Khandaker Abdul Baten and
Golam Mostala and former
secretary General of Muktijo-
ddha Sangsad Mesbahuddin
Shabu also addressed the rally
among others.

The NDU chief who
chaired the meeting said there
was no participation of people
in the democratic process be-
ing practised in our country.

"llow long the system-will
work without while the lead-
ers arc engaged in the move-
ment on Indenmnity  (Repeal)
1341l and tnal of Golam Axam is
an open question’, he said

He criticised what he said
the gavernm::nt‘:d l'u:;:!ﬂ PEL
icy appeasing a Lhat
I.ch}:: futhnﬂr:sc: had failed to

lodge formal protest with
Delhi by summoning the
{ Indian High Commissioner in
Dhalkar.

Rival workers’
clash leaves

35 hurt in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Dec 21 : At
lcast 26 persons were injured,
three of them seriously, when
iwo rival groups of workers ol
Kafnaphuli Cotton Mills at
Anwara, clashed today, reports
1355,

Chittagong Medical College
Hospital sources said that 12
of the injured workers had
been admitted to the hospital,
where condition of the three
was stated to be critical. Rest
of the injured werkers were
given first aid, the seriously in-
jured could not be identified
immediately.

The clash occurred over a
dispulc relating to a demand of
rclcasing of one of their ar-
resied leaders.

Rao defeats
From Page 1 Col 3

centrist National Front's 47
members abstained from vot-

Rao said he would take
firm action against those re-
sponsible for the destruction
of the 16th century mosque.

“The vandals cannot be al-
lowed to take advantage of the
vandalism committed by
them,” he said.

The left front had accused
Rao of not doing enough to
protect the ue after it
came under attack by frenzied
militants, among a crowd of
200,000 who used pickaxes
and bare hands to demolish it.

Rao denied the charges
and said federal paramilitary
forces could not have saved the
structure because there was
the possibility of the mosque
being bombed by the militants.

could have ‘done it
with the help of the BJP gov-
ernment, il that was its desire,
with a bomb the size of a ten-
nisball, from 200 yards
(metres),” Rao said, adding
that it was time for recrimina-
tions.

"There is no need today to
go into history now. We have to
make new history.”

Rao said it was for the first
time in Indian history that "all
sccular partics had come to-
gether against communalism.”

Earlier, BJP leader Atal

Behari Vajpayce broke ' his -

protest fast and re-entered
parliament, ending the latest
round of the battle between
the party and the ent.
"We wanted to establish our
democratic rights and protest
peacefully against the govern-
ment's policies,” Vajpayee said
on his arrival ok
vnlm .t-ﬂﬂ -
ter arrested and bric
detai on Sunday as the
was trying to hold a meeting.
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Seaibiian il e stns ptnase oF Tenth
ews

Monday afternoon, extt polls showed a close race. between
incumbent Slobodan Milosevic in a dead heat with his main

challenger, Yugoslavy President Milan Panie, reports AP

Sub-Inspector's

pistol recovered:
five arrested
By Staff Correspondent

Police recovered Lhe

snatched pistol and 12 bullets
from inside a drum at Khilgaon

Community Centre Monday af-
ternoon.

A group of muggers beat up
Sub- Inspector Noor Hossain of
Mirpur Pelice Station and
snatched his pistol with 16
bullets at Khilgaon while he
was passing the area Satuarday.

Sabujbagh police also ar-
rested five persons from the
area on Su and remanded
them in the Sabujbagh Police
Station lor two days yesterday.
Al Hossain, Khairul, Kazi
Monirul and Mohammad
Wazed were produccd belore
the Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court Monday and
the magistrate granted police
two-day remand for each

- 8 hurt as rival
JCD groups
clash in Pabna

PAINA, Dec 218 AL least
cight students were injured as
two groups of Jatlyatabadi
Chhatra Dal activists clashed
here today over selection of
Chairman candidate for com-
ing Pourashava election, re-
poris UNI.

Fahd
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In September, the Saudi
Council of Grand Ulema — the
highest religious authority in
the Kingdom — denied that its
leader, Sheikh Abdel Aziz Ibn
Baz, was involved in an appeal
for reform addressed to Klm
Fahd by Koranic teachers a
students.

On March 1, King Fahd an-
nounced the creation of a 60-
member consultative counetl of
appoinices — promised during
the Guil crisis — but only its
president has been chosen.

At the end of the Guil war
in February 1991 diplomats
said religious leaders had
protcsted the presence of
"tnfidels” on Saudi territory, in
reference to the multinational
forces that ousted Iraqi troops
from Kuwait.

Russian FM
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international tssucs of common

concern.
Resumption of bilateral

trade. jcularly cxport of
garmcnis, ca. tol-
letries and medicinal products

Forcign Ministor

Mostaltrur Rahman and Jute

Ministcr ASM Hannan Shah.
Rohingyas
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camp office,

Mcanwhile, police forre has
been rein al the refugee
camp. Additional Superin-

tendent of Police visited the
troubled camp. Tension
gripped the entire area.

The refugees opposing the
repatriation um Dhaka-
Myanmar guaran-
tees for my by concerned
international body after return
home iIn the Myanmar
province of Arakan.

Some 2.65 lakh Rohingya
Muslims had crossed over to
Bangladesh to escape military
crackdown.

Garments
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ments as Lhe new law awaits

Scveral leading US compa-
nies arc learnt to have h:z:
working on contingency p
to ohnul‘n supplics from other
sources, earing that
Bangladesh rrf.he a vietim of

i s, & gl;nt US com-
pany, was about to
their prnc:urtmnl drr;
Bangladesh, bul in view
latest situation, it is reportedly
reconsidering the decision.
Similar is the case with Wal
Mart, the largest US retafler.

After passage of the pro-
posed law, the US government
may undertake periodic review
to identify foreign industrics
using child labour and may
close thc US market to those
units.
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