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NEWS BRIEFS

PM opens nurses
training centre today

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia will inaugurate the
Nurses Training Centre in
Netrokona today, reports BSS.

The Nurses Training Centre
is one of ecight centres funded
by the United Nations Capital
Development Fund{UNCDF)
and United Nations Develop-
ment NDP) at a
total cost of 6.3 million US
dollars.

Hasina visits
B Chowdhury

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina yesterday visited Suh-
rawardy Hospital to see ailing
Deputy Leader in parliament
Dr Badruddoza Chowdhury and
her party MP Tabibur Rahman

er. She stayed there for
sometime and crqulrcd about
their wellare. Awami League
leaders Mohfuddin Ahmed,
Mohammad Nasim, Momtaz
Hossain and Mostafa Jalal Mo-
hiuddin accompanied Sheikh
Hasina, reports UNB.

DCs' conference
tomorrow

A two-day conference of
Deputy Commissioner will be
held here on Wednesday, Pri-
me Minster Khaleda Zia
will inaugurate the conference
at the cabinet conference
room in the Secretariat at 8.30

m, reports UNB.
Open market of
The weekly open market of
handicrafts and cottage indus-

try products will begin from

next Friday. Bangladesh Small
and Cottage Industries Corpo-

ration (BSCIC), will orga

nise
the market on the road in

front of Motijheel Ideal School
ncar Pir Zangi Shah Mazar,

reports BSS.

Partial solar
eclipse Dec 24

A partial eclipse of the sun
will take pll.m: on December
24. It will begin at 4-20.7 am
and will end at 8-40.7 am the
magnitude of the eclipse will
be 0.843 and the greatest
eclipse will occur at 6-30.7
am. This ecli will not be
visible anywhere in Bang-
ladesh, reports BSS.

ni(hl'.

Mirpur and Kalyanpur arcas
and picked up about 48 peo-

ﬁf the l:oinl 34 were re-
Jeased on the same
14 others were kept in Lhe

custody, according to a source,

at about 11 am and laid sicge
to the police slation until they

['hm { ), Dec 21 : A
chartcred Dutch jet carrying
more thamr 300 holiday travel-
crs split in two and bur:t into
lames Monday while trying to
land in a storm at this beach
resort. At least 52 people were
killed and 23 were missing, an

airport official said, re AP,

Smoke poured from the
WL of the Martinair DC-
10 and hampered éfforts to

rcmove bodies from' the
burned [uselage, TSF radio re-
ported.

The front of the DC-10 was

Jargely intact, but the middie

and lail section crumbled in
the firc. Wreckage was strown
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Earlier Sunday rlilht. police

raided different areas of

night while

. disturbances

1399 BS,

By Staff Correspondent

got rclease of 14 nabbed at |
pm, witnesses said.

A number of processionists
also chanted

of the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
ICD) and

(WJJD), beoth

students and

youths wings of the ruling

party, witnesscs said.
A source said pelice
up tt:rpcr-unl from di
areas of Mirpur and lhlyan r
fr- the backdrop of Inmnﬁ
criminal activities. Residents
of those arcas are learnt to
have lodged complaint about
in the recent
days, the sources added.
Saturday evening a group of

s on behalfl
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal

eral places in Mirpur

gangsters beat up a sub-inspec-
tor of Mirpur pnhu -md
snatched his phlnl

bullets at Ihﬂg-m ﬂr
the police o return-
ing to Hﬂwr pnh.t station.

When contacted r
lice said that they raided ""'F’“
night and picked up mrﬁ
persons on suspicion and later
relcased all of them after they
had given bonds.

Mirpur police, however,
declined to give the number of
people picked up Sunday night
but did not deny that a group

of people surrounded the po-
lice station Monday morning.

o et

across 400 meters tyan:is-}
There were reports ol sur-
vivors struggling out of the
burning wreckage as much as
an hour after the accident,

. Portugal’'s LUSA news agency

said.

A survivor . described the
panic as people tried to flee
the aircralt.

"There was screaming and
people falling over each other,"”
passenger Marlous Jungerius.
told Dutch NOS television, "I
saw a stewardess with blood
pouring from her head. There
was blood everywhere.,

“Those of us who got out of
the plane ran as hard as we

- | de

could — people were running
in all dtﬂ:ctmnu " Jungcrius
said, "We got to the terminal
and there was nothing there,
no one to help us, just people
screaming all over place.”

Rescue workers were
searching * through the
scorched mid-section and tail
of the plane,” which was still
clouded in smoke by mid-af-
ternoon,

Forty-two survivors were at
the Hotel Ibis in Faro, recep-
tionist Elsa Gomes said,

The pilot, whose name was °

not immediately available, was.
among those who survived the
crash,

NEW DEIL1ll Dee-21: Indian
Prime Minister 'V ‘Narasimha
Rao today defeated a no-confi-
dence vote in nt and
threatened to ban religious
propaganda in the nation's
politics following wviolent.
Hindu-Muslim riots, reports
Reuter.

Rao's Congress Party and
mr. Marxist-led left front ally

to 106 to defeat the
mutiuun brought by the opposi-
tion Hindu revivalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in the Lok
Sabha (lower house).

The BJP p the mo-
tion after Rao sacked four
stale governmentis controlled
by thc party and arrested some
of its leaders following the ri-

Rao defeats vote
of no-confidence

ots in which over 1,000 people

died.

The riots began alter a
Hindu mob tore down a
mosque on Deeember 6 in the
northern town of Ayodhya,
: the god-king
place Rama.

Rao accused the BJP of
misusing Rama's name to win
clections.

"Il a party takes Rama as
its s man, it creates an
unequal playing filed for those
who do not use religion in pol-
ftics. In my view the constitu-
tion does not allow unequal
fights,” Rao said.

- Former Prime Minister

Vishwanath Pratap Singh's

See Page 12 Col 6

it stopd over the birth

Benazir sick,
cancels travel
plans

KARACHI, Dec 21: Pakistani
opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto is indisposed and has
been advised to rest on the eve
of a parliamentary session to
be addressed by the President,
a apukcaman at her villa here
said today, reports AFP.

She has "cancelled” all her
travel plans on her, doctors'
advice, the spokesman al the
scaside Bilawal House said, but
he refused to confirm that
Bhutto wbuld be unnhif to at-
tend the session.

Bhutto was to chair a meet-

ing of the component chiefs of
the multi-party

waited there in vain.
Sce Page 12 Col 3

- People's
Democratic Alliance (PDA) in |
. Islamabad early today, but |

sources said the top hierarchy
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Saifur seeks
over $.400 m
"ADB loan

The wvisit delegatio
Asian Druo'-rn( I;I-nit
(ADD) ’!‘Ittlﬂq t with
Finance Minister III.II': Sailur

progress of implementation of
the on-going ADB-financcd
programmes in Bangladcsh,

reports UND,
Satfur said the progress of
the reforms are satisfactory

ﬂﬁqmﬂﬂh‘m

results.

He underscored the need
for further enhancing the
ADB's lending stize to
Ia sh and sald that the
[3an lending ramme
should be above 400 million
dollar.

u“m Finance Minister said

macro eccvonomic manage-

ment is being stabilised, inter-

nal resources collection is

going ahcad of the budgeted

target and other financial sec-
Sée Page 12 Col 2

DU students
clash over
using
classroom
By DU Correspondent

At least five persons were
injured when students of two
departments of Dhaka
University clashed over the us-
ing of a classroom yesterday
morning.

A number of classrooms
were ransacked and police
[ired about 30 tear gas shells
to bring the agitated students
under control.

The students of the
Department of Economics and
the Department of Finance and
Banking clashed in the Lecture
Theatre (LT) just behind the

Arts Buflding of the University..
The students of both the
partments have called a dny

long strike today (Tucsday) (o
test the clash,

Gen Noor Uddin
leaves for
Cambodia

Chief of Army Staff Lt
General Muhammad Noor
Uddin Khan left Dhaka yester-
day for Bangkok on his way to
Cambodia to sce B esh
Army troops deployed as UN
peacec keeping lorce in that
country, reports BSS,

He is leading a military del-
egation.

During his stay in Cambodia,
General Noor Uddin will visit
the United Nations Transi-
tional Authority in Cambodia
(UNTAC] headquarters at
Phnom Penh and will call on
the UN special representative
. the UN forces
Commander Genecral San-
derson.

The chief of army stafl will
return home on I}mmber 25. -

JAMADI-US-SANI 26, 1413 HIJRI
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One refugee killed
as Rohingyas
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clash with police

From OQOur Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Dee 21: A
Rohingya refugee was killed
and another 30 persons in-
cluding six policemen, three
officials and a camp-in-charge
were injured in a clash be-
tween police and refugees to-
day morning, |
The clash ensued when the
refugees of Balukhali No 2
camp obstructed officials tak-
ing them to a transit camp to
be send back to Myanmar. The
Rohingyas attacked offictals
with sticks, daos and knives.

Police opened fire to stop
them.
The clash that started at

I0 am lasted for about one
hour and 18 shols were fired

during the time.

The Rohi
ers, allcgedly

a troublcmak-

by Mustafiz

Majhi, alse ransacked the
See Page 12 Col 8

PM opens art show at Shilpakala

National art gallery
under consideration

Prime Miniutcr Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said that
the government was actively
considering establishment of a
national art gallery, reports
BSS.

She expressed the hope
that with the establishment of
the proposed art gallery, the
long felt demand of the city
dwellers would be met. The
creation of opportunities for
improving pmg:uiunnl skill of
the artists was also under the
aclive consideration of the
government, she added.

The Prime Minister was in-
augurating the month-long
10th national fine art exhibi-
lior at the Shilpakala Academy
in Dhaka.

romote Lhe

national culture and resist the
infiltration of alien culture. -

A nation is known by its cul-
ture which reflect the values
and aspirations uél' the
she said. s

The Prime Hlni ster said
the growth of culture ts the
yardstick of development of a
nation. Language, literature,
arts and music are the ingre-
dients of culture, she said.

Presided owver- State
Minister for Cultu Aflairs
Professor Jahanara Begum, the
function was also addressed by
Cultural Sec Islamuddin

Malik and Director General of

Shilpakala Mobarrak
’ Academy

Earlier, the Prime Mintater

Sty rinsted, prigts 30 Sout s for-

Sec Page 12 Col 3

Face opponents politically,
Khaleda asks BNP men

Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia yesterday called
upon the BNP members to
work for strengthening and
expanding the pasty base to
realise the expectations of the
people for which they had
voted BNP to power, rtpurta
135S,

BNP chairperson Bcgum
Khaleda Zia was delivering the
‘winding up speech of the two-
day Exccutive Committee con-
[erence of the party at her
Sugandha office.

Begum Zia said the quar-
ters, which could not raise any
credible issue against the
democratic government were
making unnecessary issues
only for hindering the present
process of dewhpmnt

‘Begum

The defeated force of nine
ycars of anti-autocratic move-
ment were resorting to terror-
ism to tarnish the image of the
democratic government. She

said a political party had join

the hands of the autocrats as
part of its conspiracy against
the democratic government.

The Prime Minister said,
"We have to face them politi-
cally and for this we have to
strengthen the base of the
party.’

The Prime Minister said,
BNP was the largest political
party that was dear to the peo-
ple. The party workers had to
work at the root level to
make it stronger and bigger to

realise the people’'s aspira-

Ecer'agem(:ul:

Fahd warns ulemas agaillst"

using mosques to attack govt

MEDINA (Saudi Arabia), Dec
21: King Fahd of Saudi Arabia
has warned his country's reli-
gious leaders against using
their mosques to attack th:
government, ,the Saudi p

agcmy reported today, rﬂpﬂﬂﬂ

"Tht ‘pulpiis are reserved
for very specific business and '
should' not be cxﬁlnlt:d by

ers,” the
King said Saturday in the
western Holy City of Medina in
a speech to religious leaders.

"Our doers are open to all
those who wish to criticize”
the government's policy, he
said, but added that he was
surprised that clerics had re-
sorted to cassettes and publi-
cations to express their criti-

cism.

"Have we reached the point
of being carried away by for-
eign influences alien to our
nation? He asked.

The King urged his subjects
to come and seec the govern-
ment and express their ppin-
ions orally, or better still, in
writing.

His warning came

‘a report December 13 in the

British Su Times newspa-
per about a conflict between
the rulers and religious institu-
I:innn in Saudi Arabia.

paper said the retire-
ment of seven cleries, at-
tributed to old age and failing
health, was a result of the con-
flict.

Riyadh clt:gwicaly dis-

' missed the allegations and
denied the existence of such a
conflict. HlniFa.hd on Saturday
alluded to the newspaper arti-
cle, saying "you have learned or
rcad what is being said cur-
rently overscas about our coun-

UTI:I“.I October, a Saudi opposi-
tion source said in a confiden-
tial document made available
to AFP in Paris that significant
numbers of the Saudi religious
hierarchy had called for major
reforms.

The document called for a
strong indictment of the coun-
try's political, economie and
social conditions and recom-
mended radical changes in
various areas.
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Country's garment industry
faces a serfous threat as the

United States is poised to
make a law prohibiting import
of goods produced abroad us-
ing child labour.

A bill, titled "Child Labour
Deterrence Act-1992", intro-
duced in the US Congress by
Senator Tom Harkin and some
other Senators in August, is
most likely to be enacted in

the next ‘'session of American

parliament early next year.
Highly laced offtcial

sourcces told UNB that the

US child labour

Bangladecsh Embassy in
Washington had recently in-
formed the government of the
forthcoming US law as well as
its dire consequences on the
country's garment seetor sub-
stantially mnnned by child
labourers.

. Most worrisome [acet of the

pmpomd acl, sources said, is a
provision that will force the
US government to start a cam-
paign lo encourage its trade
partners to enforce an inter-
national ban on import of

commodities produced by

bill threatens garments industry

child workers aged under 15.
The bill notes that children

constitute 11 per cent of the

workforce in many an -Asian

countries.

The Bangladesh Embassy in
Washington cautioned coun-
try's garment sector might [all
victim of the p poncd legal
restrictions as alicgntinnl have
been made time to time by

several quarters in United

States about child labour in

Bangladesh, particularly in
garment industry.
In 1991, AFL-CIlO,

an

American trade union, pcti-

tioned the US government for
suspending Bangladesh's eligi-
bility for American GSP
(Generalized System of
Preferences) on the ground of
use of child labour. The trade
union hammered on

"deplorable” child labour situa-

tion in Bangladesh's garment

scctor.

Many human rights
in USA have also

ps
ocon-

cerns about the employment of

children in Bangladesh gar-

ment sector.

Garments now fetch about
1200 million US dollars a year
and 52 per cent of the exports
go to US market alone.

Sources said Ambassador
Abul Ahsan, Ba h envoy
to USA, in a letier to key gov-
ernment officials, has caun-

tioned these trade unions and
human rights groups might
step up their for ban
on i of Ba gar-
ments soon after law is en-
acted.

Ahsan suggested the author-

ittes in Dhaka should take ur-

emp
entitiement te US textile and
apparel quolas.

ing despatches

'w S Al St fecling
€

shaky about

gent steps lo remove child
labour from :lpﬂﬂmmnlcd
industries,

He recommended rule.
might be framed immediately
barring those garment ex-
porters and manufacturers
loying child labour from

Meanwhile, sources, quot-
Bangladesh
ington, said

See Page 12 Col 8
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Inmm:“mﬂu
parent inconsistencics of
Seed Ordinance of 1977 with
the National Seed Policy, the
s sssvingankesy
of a bi i lml:nd-
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The eabinet was also ap-
prised of the
status of the decisions taken in
the cabinet meetings i)
Novembor last.

Port workers in
Khulna, Mongla
g0 on strike
From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 21: Some
4000 workers in Khulna and
Mongla Ports began strike for
watercralt movement in the

ent river ports in the district
during the strike.

Loading and ofl-loading op-
crations at the Port
came o a

At present there are 16
ships in the port waitirig for

mmmﬂ

Homever .
1?ei'n: Was  reportéd = Tiomi/
Khulna and Mongla.

BNP central
council by
April next

The central council meet-
ing of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party will be held
by April next, reports BSS.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the National
Ex:cu;l:ﬁ Committee of the
party here yesterday with
the BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia in chair.

The meeting directed the
Dhaka City Unit and the dis-
trict units of the party to hold
their respective eouncil meet-
ings within the date fixed for
central council meeting of the
party.

Decision was also taken at
the meeting to abserve
"organisatijonal week" from
February B. The p of
the week includes of
rallies, public meetings and
launching of membership
drives.

Russian Deputy
FM in city

Russian Depuly Foreign
Minister Georgly F
Kunadze arrived here yester-
day on a four-day official visit
to Bangladesh, reports UND.

Foreign Secretary Reaz
Rahman greeted him al the
airport upon his arrival in the
afternoon.

"It's a goodwill visit to
commemorate the 20 of
establishment of diplomatie
relations between Dhaka and
Moscow,” an official said.

The Russian Minister will
hold talks with the Foreign
Secretary today ) cov-
ering the entire gamul of bilat-
eral rclations and regional and

See Page 12 Col 8

British Home
Minister

due Dec 29

British Home Minisier
Kenneth Clerk will pay a four-
day official visit to Bangladesh
[rom December 29, reports
UNA.

Official sources here said
yesterday Clerk will discuss
with his Bangladesh counter-

t Abdul Matin Chowdhury

ral matters.

Immigration issues and
problems of narcvotics and ter-
rorism will prominently figure
in the talks.

The British Minister is ex-
rclﬂl to eall on Prime

inister Begum Khaleda Zia.
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