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Yeltsin, Chernomyrdin |

agree to retain
key reformists

MOSCOW, Dec 20: PresiO-
demt Boris Yeltsin and his new
prime minister, Viktor
. Chemomyrdin, ended several
days of political unease Sunday
by agreeing lto keep key re-
formers in Lhe government. a
Yeltsin atd sald, reports AP.

“The basic structures of the
former vernment will be
presc " presidential spo-
kesman Vyacheslav Kostikov
told the Interfax news agency.

“The t of Russia
will adhere to the tdea of a
transition to market economy
and will continue the course of
reforms.” he added.

Scparately, however, Fo-
reign Minister Andrel Kozyrev
warned that Russia is re-
turning te the concept of a
“besie fortress,” and said
the country faces a danger of
revanchism in its foreign pol-
icy, Interfax and ITAR-Tass
reported.

Kostikov said thce decision
lo keep key Cabinet members
associated with Chernomyr-
din's predecessor, reformist
Ycpor Gaidar, came afltler
scveral hours of negotiation.

Deputy Prime Minister
Viadimir Shumeiko also took

said.
C a conserva-
tive industrial n ap-
inted te the t last
said that he
wan to keep ing re-
lormers in his Cabinet, ‘but that

a markel cconomy cannot
solve all the country's prob-
lemas.

Yeltsin cut short his first
visit o China on Sa to
return to Moscow in a show of
force to demonstratc
to hard-liners that he would
nol tolerate a deviation from
the course of reforms spear-
headed by Gaidar.

Before leaving Beiljing,
Yeltsin sald conservative cir-
cles and Chernomyrdin were
irying to replace Cabinet
members who served under
Gaidar, a close Yeltsin ally.

Officials close to Yellsin
have said the Cabinet members
in danger of losing their jobs
inghuded Deputy Prime
Minister Alexander Shokhin,
Kozyrev, Foreign Trade Mi-
nister Pyotr Aven and Deputy
Prime Minister Antatoly Chu-
bais.,

Eastern Refinery
extensionunit
starts functioning

~in June

CHITTAGONG, Dec 20: The
sceondary conversion plant of
Eastern Refinery Limited
which is under construction at
a cost of Taka'247 crore in-
cluding Taka 153 crore as for-
eign cuprency will start func-
tioning in next June, reporis
BSS.

Filty per cent work on this
World Bank-funded extension
unit of the Eastern Refi
has aiready been completed.
The construction work on the
plant started in February last
These were stated to the
members of the Parliamentary
Standing Commiltee on the
Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources when they visited
the plant yesterday with the
Minister Dr Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain.

Chief of Tajik
opposition
assassinated

DUSHANBE, Dec 20: The
head of the Islamic-democratic
opposition coalition in the
Tajikistan parliament, Sahcb
Nazarov, has been assassinated
by a pro-communist group, the
People’'s Democratic Front
(PDF) which is a member of
the coalition said today, re-
poris AFP,

He was shol dead Saturday
in a house in Dushanbe where
he had laken refugk for the

last few days, the front said.

The bodies of some 20

youths aged 1B, to 20 were
found Sunday in another
Dushanbe neighbourhood. the
PDF announced.

L Kamal
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strong reluyctance to identify
any political party involved in
communal activities in particu-
lar.

The Forum leader also re-
fused to answer a common
question of a number of
ncwsinen present at the press
conference on whether his
Forum wanted a ban on ‘com-
munal forces including the
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh.

The forum leaders, how-
ever, called upon the-govern:
meit to take cllective steps in

identifying pcople Involved in,

nciarious activities, ensuring
exemplary punishment Vo the
criminals and upholding the
rule of law to restore commu-
nal harmony in society.

Dr Kamal Hossain claimed

that the failure of the law en-
forcing agencies to carry out
their duties in many placcs
and the support to criminals
by local-level leaders of the
ruling party in some places

were responsible - for
communal unrest in different
parts of the country.

The Forum leaders con-
demned demolition of _the
Babri Mosque in India by fun-
damentalist compunal forces
and hoped that the public
commitment by the Indian
government to rebuild the
Mosque would- be imple-
mented soon.

Forum leaders however ob-
scrved that when the SAARC
countries were attempting to
promote regional cooperation
for development, it was sha-,
meful that reeent communal
events in the region would
bring to mind negative memo-
ries of the past. |

Barrister Amir-ul-lslam and
Major General{retd) Khalilur
Ra were, among others,
present on the occasfon.

Jute sector debts
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the soft-loan window of the
World Bank, had already made
a tentative allocation of 150
million US dollars for the pro-
grammec.

NDuring the talks last month,
the government asked the
World Bank to raise the loan
amount to around 300 million
US. dellars “to meel the direct
\h-n;l indirect costs™ of the pro-
gramme. sald the Jule
Ministry source.

The  requesi was made in
light of the budgetary con-
straints and the high cest of

reirenchment, debl restruc-’

turing and the internal ﬂnaril;
iz of the jute sector,

The debt restructuring is-
suc, he observed, nceded to be
rcsolved as a “clean balance
sheet” was needed to achieve
the objective of privatisation,
also a major component of the
reform programme.

He said that compilation of
the amount of regular and

ty interests on the debts
of individuals jute mills was
likely to be completed before
the end of this month. |

This would, he added, en-
“able the government to plan
the restructuring of the .

The World Bank source
conflirmed that the

nment did ask for a
rger loan for the programme.

“"With a good government
decisfon on the debt restrue-
turing issue, the Bank is likely

to provide a helly amount be-
fore June 30 nexl year so that
the programme can begin o
schedule,” he said. '

Howewver, he added that the
government had to be
‘extremely cautfous’ in dealing
with the issue to strikc a
proper balance looking to the
future of the jute industry and
the financial scctor.

If the government was "too

 generous” in exempting the in-

teresis on the loans, he noted,
then other sectors with similar

problems may also seek iden-
tical solutions. -
Saying that the bank

"definitely” wanted to provide
a “very significant” amopnt of
loan for the programme, he
sald that he was optimistic
that it could begin on time. |

The government and the
World Bank are fully in tune
and are moving towards solv-
ing the problem,” he said "and
the ' government is making
good progress,”

The government has
fixed June 1994 as the dead-
line to wind up the operations
of the DBangladesh Jute
Corporation. Ten poorly per-
forming public sector jute

mills have also been identified
for closure.

A World Bank mission is
scheduled to arrive next
month te continue talks with
the government to finalise the
jute sector restructuring pro-
gramme.
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Annual general meeting of the National Press Club began yesterday.

JCD leader shot
J,:let' m K‘Wﬂ
was shot at and another

clubbed and chopped
unidentified assaflants hz

today, UNB.

; Hnlhm Kabir, VP of
the Rupsha Bangabandhu
College Student Union and
Monirul Islam were admitted
to Sadar Hospital in critical
conditien. - |

Witnesses said an armed
group of four to five men fired
on Kabir at Agradoot play-
ground on way o the college at
4:30 pm.

He fell on the ground as a
bullet struck him in the leg.
Then, the altackers also hitl
him with sticks and rods. They
also attacked Monirul, who was
accompanying the VP, with
lathi, heckeystick and ramdao.

' EMS with Bahrain

introduced

§ | Express Mail Scrvice (EMS)

between Bangladesh and Bahr- -

ain has been introduced with
cliect from Deeember 18, The
service in Lhe country fis

available in Dhaka, Chitlagons, - |

Rajshahi, Khulna and other
citics, said an official ‘handoul.
reports UND. - -

polling station yesterday.

Observers fear
election fraud

in Yugoslavia

* BELGRADE, Dec 20: Inl:;
national observers cxpressed
dhos

Sunday aboul possible |

clection fraud as Serbs
decided whether 1o oust hard-
incumbent Slobodan
Miloscvic in favor of modcerate
Milan Panic, reports Al
Milosevic, a former Communist
and Serbian nationalist, is
widcly blamed as the instigator
of the war in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Many Yugoslavs

[

and Western diplomats fear his

re-clectioh as Serbian
dent could lead to expa
warfare in the [3alkans.

nded

Many polling stations were
crowded Sunday morning de-
spite frigid weather and for in
Belgrade,

* But international obscrvers
reported some “worrying ex-
amples” of possible [raud, and

an independent TV slation |

fielded dozens of calls from
voters who claimed they were
being intimidated or pre-
vented from veoting,

The foreign monitors said it
was Loo to tell i the re-

ports were serious enough to
declare the elections undemo-
cratie.

presi- -

More than 90 obscrvers

from 20 countries, interna-
mental organizations he
fanned out across the cou

to monitor voting.

As federal premier, Panic

pledged he would call new.
cleetions if Sunday’s voting was

PM : Govt to dig well
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bhat’ for all. We need to ereale
employment eopportunities and
for this rapid industrialisation
is required”, the Prime
Minister said.

The Prime Minister called
upon all te strive unitedly for
the welbeing of the nation. All
knowledge, discovery and re-
sources are meni i they
are not utflised for the wellare
of the country and the nation,
she said,

She recalled that Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman laid
importance on cxtraction of
mineral resources and said it
was during his period and ini-
tiative that a programme was
undertaken for the exploration
of new gas and oil ficlds in the
country. ’ :

Begum Zia mentioned the
sceiting up of Joypurhat
Cement Factory and the prag-
matic measures for extraction
of limestone and hard rock at

MadhglJam undertaken during

Shaheed Zia's period.
Referring to the discovery
of oil, she accused the later-
day autocratic regime ol using
the sucecess of the geologists in
personnel intenest and halting
a great scope. “Similar stag-
nancy was also obscrved in

I other mincral sectors™, she al-

leged.
‘A people’'s government has
bren csiablished. People are
the owner of all resources ..
The representative govern-
ment is pledge-bound to estab-
lish the right of people over
the public property., the
Prime Mintster asserted.

She assured that the gov-
ernment wanls (o ensure
proper usc of the national re-
sources and mentioned the
"malignant discasc of system
loss” spread in a planned way
by the autocratic regime.

Begum Zia called upon all to
wage a social movement
against the "system loss”,

Referring Lo the reserves ol
coal, limestonc, hard rock and
other mincral resources, she
sald the country remained

backward for lack of appropri- 1
ate technology

of extraction.

Lauding the success of geol-
ogists in different sectors, the
Prime Minister asked them to
improve technical knowledge
and evolve indigenous means
to fulfil hopes and aspirations
of the people. \

It i1s also the responstbilily
of the geologists to find the
cause and remedy of desertifi+
cation in northern parts of the
country, she said.

|

.#l

Milan Panic (¢), Prime Minister of Yugoslavia, waves to supporters as he cast his ballot at o

—AFP photo

 Israel unmoved
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Lebanon dominaled the front
pages of [sracl’'s newspapers

Sunday. .
.. lebanon rcfused to.

and Islamic Jihad, two Muslim .

groups pledged to sabotaging
the Middle East péace talks.
Somec Isrdeli newspapcr
commentators sharply eriti-
cised Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin, saying he misjudged the
consequences, such as world
condemnation, Lebanon’s re-
lusal to accept the deportees

and apparent rapprochement

of rival Palestinian factions.

“You can be for de
or against them, but it's cer-
tain that the entire process
was messed up and has landed
on us like a boomerang,” wrote
Yoel Marcus in the Haretz

"I..t {s hard to understand
how people who are so com-
mitled to peace co

mmﬁn '

make so  dcportations and calling for di-

time,” Marcus wrote, referring
to Rabin's left-of-center coali-
Lion. .

But in their weekly session
Sunday, the Cabinet ministers
rcallirmed their support lor
.the cxpulsions. Last week's
deportation orders were is-
sued after six Isracli troopers
were slain by Muslim funda-

¥
menlalists over a two-week.

period.
“  "We had to cut off Hamas'

- ability to harm the citizens of

the state of Israecl and the
Palestinians who support the
peace process,” Indusir
Minister Micha Harish said al-
ter the scssion.

"The faclt remains that
Hamas has been weakened and
that the factions supporting
the negotiations have been
strengthened,” Harish, a Rabin
ally, told' Isra¢l radio. Outside
the scssfon, dozens of Peace
Now aclivists stood silently
with placards denouncing .the

many mistakes in 'so short a ‘rcct negotiations with the PLO.

India must disclose nuclear

'game plan,' says Sundarji

NEW DELI, Dee 20: A
former top army general said
Sunday India must publicly
disclose an explicit nuclear
weapons policy 1o counter any
threats rom Pakistan or pres-
sures from Washington for pu-
clear mon-prelilcration, re-

‘said he Expests New Delhf 1o

come under incréased pres-
sure from the United Stales to
sign the Nuclecar Non-
Proliferation Treaty hfter
'Pr:lident-ﬂ:ﬂ Bill Clinton

“takes office in January.
*The fact that India is a

thrgshold nuclear wtg:n
power {s no sceret,” n
Sundarji said in a signed front
page article in the mass-circu-

lated Indian Express newspa-

T

3 “The really big sccret is that
India has no coherent nuclear
weapon, policy option,” he said.
Sundarfi commanded the .1.2
million Indian army f{rom
1986-89.

He warned that a "tragic
nuclear exchange” between
India and Pakistan could take

place due to a miscalculation of

cach others nuclear status.
Indta exploded a nuclear
bomb in 1974,

Pakistan's foreign secretary,
Shahryar Khan, admitted E‘l
Washingion n February that

i his government has the tech-
nology to assemble a nuclear

_Govt has lost
1ts democratic
spirit: JP

By Staff Correspondent
The Jatiya Party UP) has
fterated its demand of
term election as what
the present govern
even lost its “so-called demo-

ment can no
longer claim ftsell a demo-
cratic one considering the
present activities™, Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury, acting
chairman of the party told a
press conference at  his
Gulshan residence.

He said that du the
few days the JF'mle. Tn:
processions came under attack
of cither the ruling party sup-
porters or the police and it
scemed the government deet-
sion had laken to resist the JP
by any mcans.

New JP Secrctary General
Khaledur Rahman The, Vice-
President Moudud Ahmed MP,
Col. (Retd) M A Malek, Sarder
Amjad Hossain, Tajul Islam
Chowdhury MP and
Huq Dolon were present at the
press rence.

The immediate
secretary genera
Shajahan and former secretary
general Shah Moazzem |ossain
were conspicuous by their ab-
scnoce. '

The JP acting chairman
said that the party presidium
was lo moet Sunday night to
revicw the sftuation and fi-
natlise the fresh action plan.

He rejected the newspaper
rcport, that the jatled JP
Chatrman M Ershad asked
the party to relieve him of his
res lities as ‘baseless.’

Chowdhury also said Lhat

the JP was still proceeding

A B M

democratically despite V-
ernment re n but
long its rs would be able

lo maintain it was an open
gucstion.

BNP
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The same political party,
which had nol raised the issue
ol sharing scatls in Parliament,
hits now been placing the issue
with the motive o
chaos, it said,

The meeting further said
that the party did not raisc the
issue of the trial of Prof. Golam
Azam or the tssuc of the
ol Indemnity Ordinance in the

past parliament.

The v has been

| showing attitude of non-coop-

cration for political reprisal
from the very beginning
against the eclected govern-
ment, the mecting obsegved.
In this connection it men-
tioned the no-confidence mo-
tion moved against the gov-
cranment. :

It further said that in the
name of movement the same
quarters were now engaged in
acts of terrorism,

The meeting strongly de-
plored the demolitions of his-
toric Babri in India by
the  fundamentalist forces
there and demanded punish-
iment o those responsibic for
the incident. The meelin
demanded reconstruction o
thec mosque al the same site
and steps to check repetition
of any such fhcident.

The mecting called upon
the people for maintenance of
commurtal harmony and re-
main alert against those who
were Lrying to exploit the sit-
uation either to embarrass the
government or ‘for political
gains. The meeting expressed
satisfaction over timely action
of the rmment [or main-
taining security ol the people
and communal harmony.

In another resolution the
meeting called for fair price
for paddy and reduction in
price of fertilizers and insecti-
cides.

The mntting‘-' pleaded for

reopening ‘of the mills and fac-
tories which were closcd down

during autocratic Ershad rule.

Guerillas free UN

peacekeepers

in Cambodia
PHNOM PENH, Dc¢e 20:
Khmer Rouge gucrillas today
freed 11 UN peacckeepers
they had held hostage for two

days, a UN spokcsman said.
men— a Uruguayan ofli-
cer, eight Uruguayan soldiers,
on Russian helicopter crew-

creating ’

|
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The Midnight File

WASHINCGTON, Dec 20:

:-m-ﬁm-ﬂm

as well, marine

Bel
us-

n
preparing

spokesman
News Network. Col Peck said 224

n lroopers look part in the operation, another
international misston o protect relicf
[amine-stricken cast Alrican natien, reports

the southern

conveys in
AFP.
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NICOSIA, Dec 20: Iran's Council of Guardians

e ki - reported.
sanjani is expected 10 run
There was no information about

confirmed that next year's
June |1, Tehran radio

Riyadh, Doha
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three lcaders at Lthe Saudi
palace where the Egyptian
president has been staying,

llandshakes and hugs were
cxchanged as the ions
congratulated each r on
the agreement “which affirms

the depth of the links of love
and brotherhood among the

brothers,” the agency re-
ported.
The agreement also

"boisters the Qatar-Saudi bilat-
cral ties which have a
been special and firm in t
interest of the two countries

b and sister nations,” it added.

Qatar had insisted that the
border post central to the
Scpt. 30 clash was in Qatar
territory while Saudi Arabia
said it was on the kingdom's
territory. The Saudis said ft
was a shootout between
Bedouins, bul the Qataris in-
sisted the post had becen at-

As a result of the clash,
Qatar suspended a British-bro-
kered 1965 pact on the bor-
ders between the two coun-
trics, a move that was rcjected
by Saudi Arabla.

Egvpl's Middlc East News

| Agency reporicd Friday [from

Modina that it learwd Saudi
Arabia agreed o establishing a
iripartite commitice. compris-
ing Egypl. Qatar and Saudi
Arabia. to help implement the
1965 agreement.

All-party body
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KM Jahangir MP, Nurul Islam
Nahid, Dilip Barua, Maulana
Ahmedur Rahman Azmi, SM
Sabur, Nirmal Sen, Kazi Arcf
Ahmecd, Bimal Biswas,

{ Mainuddin Khan Badal, Sharil

Nurul Ambia, Mohammad Alzal,

Faiz Ahmed, Syed Hasan Imam
and Prof. Abdul Mannan

Chowdhury.
: decided to

The meelin
visit the areas recently
by eommunal violence

by the demolition of Babri
Mosquc in India.

It Jormed four tecams to visil
Bhola, Chittagong, Sylhct and
Gopalganj.

Awami ue President
and Opposition Leader in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina will
visit Shanir Akhra in Demra
thana at |lam on December
22 and Mantkganj on De-
cember 24.

Members of the team which
will visit Bhola on December
23 are: Abdul Mannan, Sai-
fuddin Ahmed Manik, Tolael

| Ahmed MP, Suranjit Sengupta

MP, Nirmal Sen, Syed Hasan
Imam, Mozaffar Hossain Paltu,
Faiz Ahmed and Abdul Matin
Chowdhury.

The other three teams will
leave on December 28 for the
following districts:

Chittagong: Zillur Rahman,
Saifluddin Ahmed Manik,
Haider Akbar Khan Rono, Faiz
Ahmad, Mohammad Afzal, Dilip
Barua, Maulana Ahmedyr Rah-
man Azmi, Mainuddin Khan
Badal and Nuruddin Zahed
Manju.

Sylhet: Amir Hossain Amu,
Nurul Islam Nahid, Kazi Aref
Ahmed, Pir labibur Rahman,
AFM Mahbubul Haq and Abdur

Roul.
lganj: Abdur Razzak

man and a Russtan military ob- | MP, Nirmal Sen, Shamsuddoha
scrver — had been released | M, Syed Hasan Iman. Saiful

unconditionally, he told a news
briefing in Phnom Penh.

Earlier Story on Page 5

Islam, SMA Sabur, Prol. Abdul
Mannan Chowdhury and Abdul
Matin Chowdhury.

T&T employees Number of pilgrims
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cation service.

The CBA President hoped
that the authoritics would im-
plement fully the
sigped yesterday. '
he nrnLL they would launch
a greater movement again to
realise the demands.
~ Meanwhile, three other
irade untens — pro-BNP Bang-
ladesh Telecommunication
Workers-Employees Union,
Awami League-backed Federal
Union and pre-Jatiya Party
Adarsha Federal Unton — are
yet to call the strike ofl.

at Azmir may

drop for curfew

AJMIR, Dec 20: The num-
ber of pilgrims al the annual
‘urs’ of the sooll saint Khawaja
Moinuddin Chistie here may
d considerably owing to

and prohibitory orders
in many parts of the country
following the Ayodhya inci
dents, reporta PT1

Night curfew is still in force
in the Dargah arca itsell

However, the Dargah ad-
ministration has made neces-
sary arrangements for the urs

for
other

Ramzan murder case
ICe yet to na

Katabon
rgaon Road in

as o o a
between luh.zzuﬂp- u-l'mhcll

RN ey W iy

Dhanmondi . mean:

near Slum at

ety last

whilc, arresicd Babul and
two others in conneet with
the murder. Both mond{
police and Detective Branch of
Police interrogated the ar-
restod persons, :

'Local l-lld that
though po paid visiL to
Babupura and slums —

known as dens for the drug
peddlers and addicts — several
times bst week, drug dealings
arc still woing on In the arca

Vajpayce
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puople join whal some rcports
described as the professional
demolition crew already at

The film was shot from a
roofllop close o the disputed
sitc. Though it was unclear
who made the film, a sereen-
ing was sponsorcd Muﬂz for
Indian reporters by Delense
Minister Sharad Pawar.

Earlier, news rs carried
rcports and pholographs of
Hindu extremists pract
with grappling hooks a
ropcs the day before the
mosque was deslroyed, appar-
ently indicating tation.

The BJP has claimed that
its leaders tried but were un-
able to stop the thousands of
impassioned [indus who be-
lieve the site is the birthplace
ol an important Ilindu :

Nobel laurcate: Mother
Teresa, also on Sunday, prayed
for peace and harmony at the
New Delhi memorial to
Mohandas K Gandhi, the
leadér of India's peaceful inde-
pendcence movement.

UNHCR
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wants to ‘make 'independent
asscssment of the nature of the
voluntary repatriation’. Accor-
ding to the Sccretary,
Bangladesh and the UNHCR

have close um%:':.bn
rtfug; issue. re hn:ng

on- dialogue on how best
to rdinate our efforts in
ensuring safety, honour and
dignity of the refugees”, he
said. ,

Rahman blamed some milf-
tant refugee clements Tor cre-
ating obstacles in the process
of repatriation.

"A large number of Rohingya
Muslims are willing to return
home, but dissidenis and
criminal elements among
them were creating problems
and misunderstanding.” he
said.

The Foreign Seerctary said

has ils own “sltrong
compulsions o send the
refugecs home because it can

not shoulder the burden for

long.” According to him the
human rights situation has im-
proved in the Myanmar
province of Arakan from where
the refugees have fled since
March last to escape a
military crackdown. There has
been no complaints from the
returnces, he claimed.

Even though the govern-
ment insists that there has
been no forced repalriation,
international voluntary work-
crs claim have evidences
that some have been
sent home against thetr will,

The UNHCR, which moni-
tored first few gro of the
would -be returnees, wilh-
drawn from interviewing the
ref because of the allegn-
tions. The UNHCR officials said

they had no |n&:llknl ac-
cons o iInterview Lhe would -be

relurnecs.



