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Redress this National
Wound

The destruction of the Babri Mosque at Ayod-

hya an.ertd not Muslims, but also enlight-
ened people of all religions, not only in Bangﬁdc-
sh but right across the warld, particularly India.

The question in Bangladesh was whether we
would be able to rise above the !‘ccll.n1: of angcr
and see the Incidéent as a direct cha
barbaric brand of communalism, to dtmncrauc

rogressive and secular values that are the

pin of modern civilised societies. By and
large. Bangladesh can feel satisflied at the absence
of bloodshed here in the wake of the Ayodhya In-
cident. Unfortunately however, that is far from
the full story

In many districts, particularly in the south of
the country., hundreds of Hindu temples and
smaller places of worship have been burnt or
demolished by crowds as criminally-intent as
communalists everywhere. Thousands of homes
in villages where most inhabitants happened to
be followers of the Hindu religion, were de-
stroyed, creating a sense of terror not seen here
since 1971.

What is most unfortunate is that not'only were
laws of the land, including the anti-terror Act,
not applied to prevent this transparently com-
munal violence, the incidences of such barbaric
acts have gone virtually unacknowledged by the
government. In her Victory Day speech over
state-owned television and radio. Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia rightly reiterated the demand to have
the Babri Mosque rebuilt the Indian govern-
ment. Yel she failed to mention the acts of dese-
cration committed in Bangladesh against Hindu
temples our own fanatics. Following on’ from
that, she failed to express any sympathy for those
thousands of citizens of her country who were
made homeless for no other reason than that th
adhered to a diflerent religion. The men an
women viclimised were Bangladeshis, the lem-

les and homes destroyed were prayed at and

ed in by people of this country, and yel there
was nothing or no one to protect them. These
events of the past two weeks have been a national
shame of unprecedented magnitude. A concerted
national effort, led by the government is, there-
fore. needed to restore confidence of non-Muslim
citizens and reestablish rule of law.

The government should now come forward to
acknow e and publish fully the extent of the
mayhem caused, and order a judicial inquiry into
the events to identify the failures that allowed
such things to happen and bring the culprits to
book. To begin with, however, there should be a
clear-cut announcement from the government
that all temples destroyed or damaged would be
rebuilt, and that families who have lost homes
would be adequately compensated. There has to
be a recognition of the fact that communal forces.
lurking just beneath the surface of our demo-
cratic veneer, have thrown a challenge to the ex-
istence of people belonging to other religions. It
is the duty of the state, including political parties
and socio-cultural organisations across the spec-
trum, to stand them. Society has to be seen to
be doing so, and not merely heard at public ral-
lies or seminars. By'the same token, prominent
personalities such as Maj. Gen. C R Dutta BU
should take ater care when making public ut-
terances and not throw wild accusations. They
should understand that such accusations only
provide further ammunition in the hands of the
communal forces and help to crate divisions
along confessional lines. The effort to make

esh a harmonious, democratic and pro-
gressive society has to come [rom all.

Bus Hold-up at Malibagh

Armed dacoity on long-haul t coaches are a
commonplace. Its frequency has, however, gone
up recently warran serious concern. As late as
on Saturday dacoits killed the helper and stabbed
thn:e others including the driver in a Barisal-

t bus. Not a day passes without buses

at cked, their passengers bedten up,

and killed. or buses themselves meeting

“P with accidents resulting in multiple deaths.

e have time and again pointed out that on the
roads lay a true test of governance — a test more
reliable than the polls. But the government con-
tinueés with its im ous ways. No one has, on
behalf of the government and from whatever
level, has so far as much as recognised these two
problems that ride in tandem on our highways —
. dacoity and death caused by ‘accident’.

On Saturday there was a lesson for the govern-
ment — if only they care to take it and learn. A
lesson in how far such neglect and indifference
can go. In Dhaka City, a minibus was held up by a
gang of aroung men and the passengers waylaid. It
was mid-day — exactly 12-45 the place was
the road in frnnt of a supennarkct in Malibagh.
The culprits stabbed a passenger and damaged
the bus. This is far more diflicult to take than
mugging that occurred in the crowded Science
l..-al:oratnry area in early evening. The Malibagh
hold-up has hit the limits. What more will the
police and their bosses will need to jolt them out
of inertia?

The police have a strange way about crimes.
They are helpless in cases where the cul rits al-
legedly do not come to them for workin uut
some arrangemeni. The highway ga c
do not need the police to protect

olice indeed want to show some lnitiative.
udicrous results can [ollow. From Chakoria to
Cox's Bazar via Ramu police arranged a regular
_patrol to curb the bus-dacoity rampant on that
stretch. Well-done. But after dusk no buses ply
there even for short distances. Why? Because

there is no patrolling after dusk and police have
advised the ators not to Lg-lthat length of
Chittagong-Cox's Road after

We have been hoarse demanding regular
patrolling of the h ays. If the for such

is not exactly within the capacity of the police at

the moment, they should say it and brief the
press as to how they propose to come to grips

m& the double- cdged road problem of dacoity

If the administration hasn't been scandalised
by the Malibagh bus hold-up and shocked into ef-
fective action — one will justifiably be g

‘more of such crimes to be on the card for

tertainment of the city’s bus riders.

-~ The authority’s utter failure to exile the -
vehicles from city roads has already made an

unflattering
Must they opt for dam Ln% additions to that
lrwttlng attnclr.s on city buses — by sheer

inaction?

measure of their capability to rule.

CAN DEMOCRACY PROMOTE DISCIPLINE?

Two Asian Leaders Debate over Prerequisites for

long in showing results in the field of eco-
nomic development, someonc somewhcere
| start talk
disciplined 'a
system to stimulate progress in Third World
nations.

Herein lies a challenge facing Bangladesh
and, indeed, several other countries ltke the

Philippines, Pakistan, Nepal and even a glant

Iquncrmth.ddIﬂnn take too
wi

about the need for a

like India.

in this respect, one came last month
from a conference of the Cl'mrﬁernf
Commerce and Industry in which was
addressed, others, by s Scnior

Minister Lee Kuan Yew and the Philippine
President Fidel Ramos.

In fact, the discussion at the mecting turned
oul to be debate in which a lone voice In favour
of "more discipline than democracy™ as the pre
requisite for development was raised by the vis
iting Singapore Jeader. As expected, the position
taken by Lee came under sharp attack from local
part ts, including Ramos, who cannot that
casily the devastating years of the Marcos
dictatorship. notwithstanding their disappoint-
ment with the six-year democratic rule by
President Corazon Aquino.

It was certainly an interesting line-up, with
the Cambridge educated, highly sophisticated
and articulale Lee Kuan Yew taking up the case,
with vigour and conviction, for his oft-repeated
theory that what a country needs is more dis
cipline than democracy. As the Far Eastern
Economic Review puts it, quoting the Singapore
leader, “the exuberance ol democracy leads o
disorderly conditions which are inimical to dc
velopment.”

In a remarkable reveral ol positions, it is the
Wesl Point-trained Filipino General, Fidel Ramos
who eme as a strong advocate ol democracy
in the Philippines. | am tempted to quote him
extensively, again from a report of the Review,
because what he says applies to Bangladesh,
word for word, on the challenges [acing both his
country and ours.

Says Ramos: "Surely, what he (Lee) means in
the Philippine context is greater discipline for
all Filipinos. Surely what he means is greater
discipline in politics and less of the politics of
patronage. Surely what he means s greater dis-
cipline in business, greater discipline in paying
our taxes, greater discipline in the use of public

funds, greater discipline in 1overnm=nt itsell,
which means less — is neot igible — graft and

even a mildly authoritarian

Economic Development

mnupthnxr r discipline in our relations
as members of Filipino society.
Which means less bickering, less factionalism .
lndmuu-fﬂmﬂluﬂtru-mﬂmw
values that carried this nation to

1, for one, find this statement both insp’
and t-provoking without being
which is aimed at ll":l‘rﬂdtm':m-dnmtl
tration as much at the people at

help -hcn“nﬂﬂathurmmﬁin(

like this — honest, down-to-earth and non-parti-
san — from one of our own national leaders.

Q_’x_i

HOME “AND

cratic system, but with due

piine, he has certainly r-r“lthlﬂh
tween his pesition and that of the Singapore
leader. No matter how Lee has run his cify re-
public where, as everyone knows, phenomenal
economic has been achieved at consid-
crable cost in the ficld of political Ifberties and
press freedom he does not use the forum In
Manila 1o make a case for authoritarianism. It is
not that he is too clever to take such an unpopu-
lar line at the birth place of the People's Power
He pruhnhly hm that authoritartanism thal we

[“HOI\D

P w T - e,

Fidel Ramos

Lee Kuan Yew
Countesy : FEER
Finally, the defence of democracy by Ramos, a
man with a strong military background, s much

stro than anything we have heard from any
of our veteran politicians in Bangladesh. Says the
Philippine President: "Our hard-carned political

achicvements are in every way part and parcel of
the national promise that we enjoy today.
Because, without them, without democracy, we
cannot truly win development. And we should
not rush to substitute for our democratic

cesses the discipline of command. Democracy

.evokes from citizens a discipline of its own —

the better for being voluntary and not imposed
[rom above”.

. political system is whether it helps

had scen in the Philippines, South Korca,
Pakistan (which the Singapore lcader recently
visited) and Bangladesh only produced massive
discontent which, at the start, was driven un-
derground, instead of stimulating lasting eceo-
nomic well-being for the common people.

Apart from pleading for discipline, Lee has
advised Filipinos how they should make their
system work in order to stimulate development.
On a number of points, the Singapore leader de-
scrves Lo be quoted, again from the report in the
Review. Alter all, much of what Lee says applics
to Ba esh as well.

Says Lee: "The ultimate test of the value of a
that society
o cstablish conditions which improve the stan-
dard of living for the majority of its people, plus
enabling maximum personal freedoms compati-
ble with the freedom of others in the society ... .

"l knew Filipino politics in the (pre-martial
law] Marcos era as rumbustious. Politicians rev-
¢lled in democ and its [reedoms — (the)
[reedom of speech, freedom of the press and for
those in office, the freedom to wheel and deal. It
was politics enjoyed for its own sake ... .

“IT the Ramos administration can make ordi-
nary Filipinos understand that politics is not
simply elections with singing, but it is about
their lives, jobs and wages, homes, schools and
hospitals, the situation can change dramatically

) "When ordinary Filipinos know that the coun-
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of vested interests,
uﬂtﬂhﬁduﬂh‘wt“

Late in -{h--h-nt
law and

dis-

hard
people must be prepared to work to make
hard decisions stick. Then, the world

change its views of prospects for the
Philippines.”
Right through the whole speech. Singapore

concern les a fear that i the Ramos

is unable “to take hard decisions” and

and the government are not prepared to work to

muke these hard decisions stick, then the
will remain what a news r re-

cently called the stretcher case for a long time

o eome.

There is little doubt that most of the sugges-
tions — some rather blunt and perhaps unso-
lieited — offered by Lee would apply 1o
I3a . But cemainly not all his advices
would work well in this country. For one thing
we would need a strong parlflament. not neces-
sarily a swrong execulive as suggesied for the
Philippines by the Singapore leader However,
what we would certainly find essential is an ef-
lective administration thal., within its mandate,
is ready to take firm, hard decistons. cven un-
popular ones.

rrmnythtngpm-lhd:mr-q we must
never lose faith in fts inherent ability to gener-
atc popular participation in the ecomemic
agenda. Il 1t [afls to stimulate m and
lets us down in other areas, the fault would ke
not with the people who, in the Bangladesh or
the Philippines, shed bloed for the restoration
ol a popular accountable system, but with politi-
cal partics which have virtually become the cus-
lodians of our :

Unfortunately, disillusionment sects in
mwthchﬂumofpdﬂhﬂmiwn[thtg-
crnment, it is the system as a whole which be-
comes the target of attack, even for demolition.

Perhaps Lee could have ended his speech in
Manila with this warning. Through this column,
| would have passed it on to our leaders in

try's stagnation and their joblessness is because Bangladesh.

A B; the wa; Ramos has defended the demo-

Russians Won't be Bothered with Share Vouchers

Mikhail Pasternak writes from Moscow

HE dramatic Congress of
People’'s Deputies of Ru-
ssia has taken place iIn
conditions that in some ways
closely resemble those of
Oclober 1917 at the time of
the Bolshevik revolution,
Peoplc hawt got tired of the
uncertainties and the political
arguments. Power structurcs
and law supervision are ex-
tremely weak. The democrals
have lost popularity and cannot
organise strong enough sup-

- port for the government.

Corruption clouds all levels
of power, angering the new
Eulin:nml:n
amounts of weaponry are to be
found on thé black market.

And yet there is another
side of the picture. Russian
capitalism i{s moving ahcad
with [antastic speed, although
even to start a small business
you must have at least 4-5 mil-
lion roubles — about $10,000,
which is the equivalent of an
average salary for 400 months.

There are now 1,700 non-
state banks in Russia, 200,000
private farms, and 250 stock
exchanges. Potential buyers of
wesicrn-imported cars are ¢s-
timated to total 100,000. The
number of hard currency
shops in Moscow and the
other big cities is growing
rapidly. Moscow alone has 20
hard currcncy casinos.

One of many paradoxes is
that former communist indus-
trial leaders are now running
their statc [actories like pri-
vate owners. They have ac-
cepted the rules of the market
and are showing skills in the
hard new conditions.

At the same time inflation is
rising as never before. At the
beginning of September Lhe

US dollar stood at 200 rou-

address.
Profit motive

Sir, Onc may seem shocked
at the revelation that certain
brands of paracetamol syru
have been responsible for chil-
dren's near-epedemic kidney
disease, but there is nothing
actually in it to be astonished.
Such act of playing with the
lives of the citizens {s not new
in the country. A noted short
story writer, Hasan Azizul Huq
once said, "In a capitalist or

capital-oriented country all ac-
tivities, labour or merit, art or

" literature wallow on the foot of

an angel — capital.” In diar-
rhoea times, a village {farmer,
leaving' plo and cows and
learning a little any how, began
to inject with a i'al needle and
earned a lot. Seeing his "good
luck”, a small earning, helpless
Homeopath practitioner
turned enthusiast and broke
down the needle while push-

ing and made a patient's con-

dition ‘most critical,

It is alleged that some doc¢-
lors do not prescribe for even
very simple patients belore
sending them to pathologists
of "connection”, without gen-

Uncontrolled

“Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

By the narrowest of margins President Boris Yeltsin has managed to retain his powers
against fierce opposition from the latest session of the Russian Congress of Peoples
Deputies. His reform programme will go ahead. Just how dramatic are the changes for the
Russian people as they enter another winter is described by Gemini News Service's corre-

spondent in Russia.

PRESIDENT BORIS YELTSIN
Scraped through .

bles. By the beginning of
December it was about 460
roubles.

The average salary of teach-
ers and municipal doctors is 3-
4 000 roubles, industrial
workers aboul 8-12,000 rou-
bles. A modest pair of shoes
costs 5-6,000 roubles, popular
Chinese winter suits on the
street markets about 15-
20,000 roubles, and one bottle
of champagnc 1,000 roubles.

Russians have quickly for-
gotlten about the empty shops
and cndless queucs of the old

IFor more and

uine causcs.
' quick profit many c¢n-
trcpreneurs become ferocious
in other fields too.

Any way, those who adopt
unfairmeans must be dealt
with according to the law of
the land, as has already becen
suggested by your editorial on
18 November. Paracetamol
scandals must not repeat.

Kamrul Islam
Sirgjganj

Food for thought

Sir, In this age where sav-

' ing our poor old planet is be-

coming more and more ol an
issuc, | have a suggestion to
make. Whether this idea has

already been made before is
nulfarnt to say except that it
hasn't come to my notice. I'm
talking about extending the

Nobel Prizes to include one
that covers the cnvirunm:nt
issue. Many people have fought
and are still [ighting, often at
great risks to themselves, to

save our environmenlt and
thereby our planet. Thesc peo-

ple deserve much more re- .

mgnltlnn and by giving them

kets for

_ trained

_ent country

days. They say that |in
Brezhnev's lime “Lhere were
quecuces but cheap bread.” Now
they blame Yeltsin because
"there arc goods but no
mongy.” Only colossal, his-
torical inertia of the Russians
saves Yeltsin from a wave of
sirikes.

Acting Prime Minister
Yegor Gaidar, who is leading
the economic reforms,
launched his mass privatisation
campaign on October 1 in
great haste and without having

worked oul many important

details. Privatisation cheques —
vouchers with a face value of
10,000 roubles at 1989 prices
— were issued. The idea was to
make each Russian citizen the
owner of a part of privatised
plants, factories or small ven-
lures.

13ut the Russians showed -

indifference to the scheme
and only 25-35 per cent of
these wvouchers have been
picked, although they arc [ree
(one voucher per citizen).
Many people sell their
vouchers on the street mar-
4-5,000 roubles,
which makes them about five
per cent of their face value at

1989 prices. Neo-communists -

joke that this five per cent
shows just how much trust
people really put in the market
reforms and in the Russian
President.

Nevertheless 36-year-old
Gaidar forged ahead and
started the creation ol regional
slate property funds and cn-
couraged stock e trade

"in vouchers. It looked as il he

felt that his young liberal gov-

ernment was doomed and Lthat

. he was trying to push through

as many reforms as possible
regardless of the quality of the
performance.

Some 15-20 per cent of
Yeltsin supporters among the
people’'s deputies moved over
to the opposition, which ex-
plains. some ol the steps the
President has taken in recent
weeks. He accepted hardline
demands and suspended the
withdrawal of the Russian army
from the Baltic states, even us
ing their language that he was
“defending the interests of the
suffcring Russian minority” in
the states.

lle accorded only formal
Russian support for UN aclions
against the Serbs in the [ormer
Yugoslavia because the com-
munists and nationalist opposi-
tion, who have formed a united
organisation — thc National
Salvation Front [NSF)] — de-
manded "support for our Slavic
brothers in Serbia.”

All the main NSF [igurcs
have visited Serbia to show

. support [or President Slobodan

Milosevic. In territorial dis-

putes. wilh the nthcr republics

the limelight that naturally
follows the receipt of a Nobel
Prize, their work may become
casier in fighting the vested
interests. Alter all, the Nobel
Peace Prize is the most [amous
in the world, but if we don't
save the planet, then we won't
have .anywhere to keep the
peace that we are [ighting [or.
So, my requesl is that this
thought gets passed on to the
proper. channels.

Ms Lamr Thorsdal Ruhrrmn
Chorkomlapur, Faridpur

Parliamentarians

Sir, The members of
Bangladesh Parliament will be
by Ford Foundation —
an American donor agency —
for a better legislature of this
former British colony. The
training may be an education-
of-life for many Bangladeshi
Parlfamentarians but is mind-
boggling for many citizens.

Two-level congress, in con-
trast to single-house
Bangladeshi parliament, as
well as characteristic legisla-
tive procedure of USA has a
great deal for this aid-recipi-
to learn from, re-
gardlcss of doubts and gueries
over the compatibility of
American democratic struc-
ture with Bangladesh's.

Training improves skill and
efficiency that betier outpul.
Since many Bangladeshis (rom
almost all eccupations and po-

sitions have been receiving
trainings offered by foreign in-
stitutes and agencies owing Lo
development- efforts of this
LDC, the necessity of similar

training for the state’'s minis-

ters may not be ruled out.

Yet, a voter can rightly
wonder why must people's
representatives to the National
Asscmbly be trained by a for-
eign agency and the patriots
will also find reasons to be
concerned about the
sovercignty of the state's par-
liament.

M. Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

Beauty parlours

Sir, Alter publication of my
write-up on the plight of the
country's beauty urs, cer-
tain readers made personal
communication with me ap-
preciating the content of my
letter suggesting authori-
tics to take drastic measures
against those who are operat-
ing massage parlours under
the sign board of ‘beauly par-
lour’. They also urged the con-
cerned authority to fssue N-
cences only for running gen-
uine beauty parlours under
certain strict terms and condi-
tions.

M Zahidul Haque
Asstt Prof, BAC, Dhaka

Yeltsin has begun to lake a
tougher line.

Yeltsin sulfcred another
blow when Ukraine introduced

the roubk el 48 8 e ot

pnp-ur roubles pouring into
Russia increasced inﬂatiﬂn All
attempts by Yeltsin and Gaidar
to preserve a rouble zonc
failed.

Bodyguards in black uni-
form have become one of sym-
bols of the NSF. Its main pur-
posc is to fight the “pro-west-
ern market betrayers,” to
"restore strong order and

_prices of food of 1985," to

start "the pcople’s trial against
Gorbachev and Yeltsin, who

both broke the greatest union

of republics in the world”.
The NSF is not very origi-

nal,

simply repeating some

OPINION =
Housing and Settlement

To build a house and to own
onc is the life-time dream of a
man or a woman. Housing and
scitlement of the people is the
primary responsibility ol the
government. In our country,
however, we always celebrate
world habitation day with great
enthusiasm but in the practical

licld our performances have

been very painful. There are
hundreds nra housands of peo-
ple who are shelterless in our
country.

From time to time, our gov-
ernment acquircs huge plots ol
public land, establishes hous-
ing estates under the supervi-
sion of the District Deputy
Commissioncr or Executive
Engineer (Building) or under
the céntrol of some develop-
ment  authority and al-
lots/leases out plots of land to
the members of the public
with a view to encouraging
them to construet their houses
ina way and thus help
solve the acute housing prob-
lcm in the country,

Unlfortunately, after the al-
lotment/lease out of the land
the lessec faces tremendous
problems one alter another. On
the one hand nt of
several lakhs of Taka for the
constraction of the house, the
inordinate delay on the part of
rclevant different government
authorities to provide basic
civic facilities and amenities at
the housing site like construc-
tion of public road, cleetricity,
gas, water, sewerage and tele-
phone lines and passing of
building plan ete unr.l on the
other hand the term and con-
dition of the lease agreement
that the construction work of
the house would have to be
completed within a speeified
pcrurd of 2-3 years [ailing
which the allotment/lease
agreement of the land would
be ﬂMlHi l'lhhf lh situa-

tion worse. These give growih
to large scale irregularitics and

rsures ‘are

idens of Lenin from 1917, like
starting to form parallels
structures of power. Soon alfter
the NSF was created one of the
most aggressive neo-commu-
nist organisations ecalled
Labour. Moscow called for the
creation of “interbrigade” —
uniis to 'be ready to fight on
the streets.

Yeltsin was forced to issue a
dccree prohfbiting the NSF
and lawyers have started to
build a case against Labour
Moscow leaders. Such l-u
simply good publicfly Mh
NSF. Russians do not much re-
spect authority.

One of the most famous
Russian proverbs, which goes
back to the 14th Century,

. "Laws are created for t
common people to break.”
— GEMINI NEWS

About the Author: MIKHAIL
PASTERNAK is a Russian jour-
nalist based in Moscow, He is
winner of 1990 Moscow Union
ol Journalists award and has
rcported from Mongolia,
Bulgaria, Croatia and the Baltie

slitles.

corruption and the sufferings
and the agonies of the lessee
know no bound.

We strongly feel that with a
view to streamlining, simplify-
ing, encouraging and helping
the people construct their
houses in a government/public
sector land — ﬂn'l:lyd:n'mthly
and peacefully, our democratic
government ll'ruy kindly consi-
der the following suggestions :

1) The lessor (government
or public sector o fzation)
in collaboration and coordina-
tion with relevant government
aulhorities may ensure [acili-
tics and civic amcenities like
mmtmﬂuﬂ{ n of public road;
su Elttlrh:'ll]n water
mmﬂpgndﬂnn of -t and
t:l:phnnt connection at the

site within one year of
thc allotment/lease out/
reglllmunn of the plot of land
to the lessee.

2) The term and msd!l.ion
of the lease agreement that the
construction work of the house
should be completed within 2-
3 years may be exiended to 8
{eight) years.

3) A Housing Committee
consisted ol lessor's represen-
tatives and the equal number
of lessees may be lormed Lo
look after and to selve the dif-
ferent problems and difficul-
ties of the construction work
of the houses in the housing
eslate.

4) The Aousing Commitiee
may help the lessees to obtain
loan from nationalised
bank when the amount of loan
should not exceed Taka 8
leight) lakh per lessee.

5) A uniform rule and m
lation may be frunld for
ment/lease out/ hand

transler/ ration and r.-n—

cellation of the plot of land

which would be to

all members of t public
equally.

O H Kabir

Dhaka-1203




