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Japanese envoy -

holds reception

Ambassador of Japan and
Madame Saiki held a reecption
last- evening at their residence
in cclebration of the birthday
of the Emperor Akihito. The
receplion was attended,
among others, by Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina, Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury, par-
Hament members, political
leaders, editors, senfor jour-
nalists and the clite of the city,
reports BSS,

AL MP hospitalised

Jatlya Sangsad member and
Jessore District Awamf League
President Tabibar Rahman
Sardar was admitted to the
Suhrawardy Hospital ycsterday .
morning with cardiac prob-
lems. Sardar is now at the in-
tensive care unit of the hospi-
tal under Prof. Jalaluddin, rc-
ports HSS. .

. i

called off

Bangladesh River Transport
Workers and Employees Action
Couneil yesterday called off the
proposed strike following ful-
fillment of seme of its de-
mands, according to a reliable
source, reports BSS,

Two killed in
-
road mishap
SIRAJGANJ, Dec 20;: Two
buses tumbled into roadside
ditches in the district today,
killing at least 2 people and
injuring 50 others, 11 scri-
ously. Police and witnesscs
said a speeding truck rammed
a Rangpur-bound bus which
crashed into a wayside ditch at
Chandidashgati in the sadar
thana at about | pm, killing
two and injuring 35 people,
reports UNB.
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Police, BJP men clish: 209 rounded up

200 members of the opposi-
tion Hindu nationalist Bhara-
tiva Janala
of ils leaders Atal Beharl Vaj-

, were arrested today for

dcﬁng a police ban on public
lings, ncws agencics said,
ﬁrls Reuter.
The United News of India
reported that police arrestcd
the BJP members as thay were

heading for a public meeting o

protest against the arrest last
week of party presidemt Murli
Manohar Joshi and parliamen-
tary leader Lal Krishan Advani.

Tl said, as Vajpayce
moved out of the BJP e in
Pant Marg minutes afler ad-
dressing a press conference,

be was stopped by the police

who asked nol o procecd

further. in view of lhc-pru*-
hibitory orders enforced under

Scction 144,
Over 200 BJP supporicrs,
led by Vajpayce and rana,

were arrested as Lrooped
ahcad chanting 'jai shri Ram'
and har har t
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Party, including one

Running battes crupted at -

e ——

scveral places in central New

Delhi between BJP su
and police, who fired m‘

shols and tcargas to scatter
crowds trying to
sports stadium for the rally,
according to AFP.

The violence occurred after
police blocked roads leading to

the Talkatora Stadium te pre-
vent party workers from
reaching the venue situated in
it high-security area.
Pelice vehicles
smash windscreens were
seen driving away [rom the
arca carrying bleeding officers.

No estimate of casualties in the
immediately

violenee
available.
Police had refused
sion to hold the
fcaring it could cause unrest, a
senior police official safd.
Vajpayee, a lormer Foreign

Minister, began a hunger fast
soon alter his arrest and ac-

cused the ruling Congress

wcere

is-

Party of 'trying to throtile the |

[3JI UNI said. -
The government arrcsted
Joshi. and Advani and dis-

with

meeting, -

missed four state

ruled by the BUP accusing
the party ol responsibility for
an outbreak of Hindu-Muslim
riots carlier this month in
which at least 1,200 people
were killed.

The riols were s by
the destruction of a : Im
the northern wwn of Ayodhya
by Hindu militants on
December 6. The BJP had
supporied the campaign lo re-
place the mosque with a Hindu
temple, butl says it could not
control milftants who stormed
the shrine.

- The IJP has brought a no-
confidence motion against the
government which is sched-
uled to be pul o a vole on
Monday. The government is
expected 1o win the vote with
its narrow majority in parlia-
ment and the promiscd back-
ing of lefi-wing and centrist
opposition partics.

" Today's challenge day was
being observed to protest a
sweeping government .crack-
down on Hindu lundamentalist
groups, three ol which were

Vajpayee arrested

NEW DELHI, Dec 20: Some

banned after the mosques’ raz-
ing. More than 5,000 of their
activists have been held.

Three BJP state
ments were dismissed New
Delhi because of their
connections with fundamental-
ist groups.

Meanwhile, AP says, evi-
dence mounted that the demo-
lition of the Babri mosque in

hya had been organized
and planned. and was not the
spontancous action of a fren-
zied mob as originally por-
trayed.

A six-hour video tape of the
destruction showed that only
25 to 30 youths initially
crossed police barricades (o
invade the mosque and began
hammering at it with pickaxcs
and crowbars.

For the first 15 minules,
only a lew doezen people
scrambled onto the three
domes of the 16th century
building, but police made no
attempt to block them or re-
move them.

Only then did thousands of
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Palestinian j*nuthﬂ throw stones at Israeli border guards during hﬂiﬁ clashes in the

Shawfat Refugeé Camp yesterday.

.....
g

—AFP photo

Israel remains
unmoved

JERUSALEM, Dec 20:
isracl’'s Cabinet on Sunda
closcd ranks against w -
wide condemnation and real-
firmed its decision to report
415 suspected Muslim [unda-
mentalists from the occupied
lands, AP.

Palestinians staged a gen-
cral strike for a third -day to
protest the expulsions, and
Isracli troops patrolling the

West Ban and Gaza were

on alert following bloody
woeekend riots. -

Isracl’'s Supreme Court be-
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The court' last Thursday
permitted the men to be ex-
pelied to Lebanon, but has not
ruled on the legality of the ac- |

Lion.

Pictures of the deporiees
who were lelt in @ no man's
land lent camp in southern
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Repatriation of Rohjngyés

 UNHCR wants full

partnership

By Farid Hossain

A UN official leflt Dhaka on
Sunday aflter erucial talks with
a top Foreign Ministry official
on the repatriation of 250,000
Rohingya rcfugees camped in
Rangladesh. -~ £

- Werner Blatter, Direclor at
Asia Bugcau of the United
Nations High Commissioner
lor Refugees JUNHCR) met
Foreign Secretary Reaz Rah-
man for the sccond time on
Sunday morning before leaving
for Geneva. His first meeting
with the Foreign Secretary
look place on Thursday. i

"We had a full-length dis-
cussion on various points of
the repatriation,” Blatter told
The Daily Star as he was
checking out from his hotel.

Blatter said he had ex-
plained to the Forcign Secre-
tary the UNHCR's position on
the repatriation that began in
September. "What we want is a
full partnership in the process
ol repatriation,” he said adding

“the UNHCR's main task is to
provide assislance, security
and prolection lo the refugees
and also to verily their
veluntary return.

Blalter was unwilling to give
details, but said he will report
the visit's oulcome to the High
Commissioner Sadako Ogata in
Geneva, : .

Blatter's unannounced visit
came amidst allegations by
some refugees that the gov-
ernment s sending them
home forcibly. The govern-
menl has denfed that any one
is lllxing sent home against his
will . Ly

Reaz Rahman said none of
the -more than 2,400 refugees

so f[ar triated was sent
forcibly. "We are commiited to
veluntary triation of the

refugees,” he told a reporter

describing his talks with

Blatier as 'frank and open.’
Rahman said the UNIICR
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Next round of
talks with

Myanmar
Dec 29

COX'S BAZAR, Dec 20: The
11th round of DBangladcsh-
Myanmar official level meéting
on Rohingya rcpatriation issue
will be held at Chittagong [rom
December 29 to December 31,
reports BSS. .

The Bangladesh side will be
led by Chittagong Divisional
Commissioner Omar Faruk
while Maung Aung — Myanmar,
Direcltor Gencral of Immigra-

tion will be at the head of his

country's declegation.

Our Correspondent adds: A
total of 545 refugees were sent
back home in Myanmar ycs-
terday morning from Nayapara
and Rangikhali transif camps,
officials said.

With this, the total number
of repatriated refugees stands
at 4028, they said. ’

The officials said that the
today's batch of 118 families
was received by the Myanmar
authorities in Kaningchang and
Pimpiue reception centres.

District reliel and repatria-
tion officials were present to
oversee the return.,

Riyadh, Doha

agree to settle
dispute

MEDINA, Dec 20: Saudi
Arabia and Qatar reached an
agreement Sunday for settling
their border dispute aflter
three days ol mediation by
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak, reports AP.

Mubarak has been locked in
tnlks with Saudi Arabian King
Fahd and the emir of Qatar,
Sheik Khalifa bin Hamad Al
Thani, for the t two days in
the holy city of Medin |

The agreement follows a
three-month rift between the
Arab nations that o alter
i Sepl. 30 border clash killed
two people.

The official Qatar News
Agency announced the agree-
ment, but provided none of its
details. :

The agency said the agrec-
ment was si by the foreign
ministers of the three coun-
tries: Sheik Mohammed Bin
Jasim al Thani of Qatar, Prince
Saud al-Faisal of Saudi Arabia
and Amr Moussa of Egypt. -

It said the signing took
place in the presence of the

See Page 12 Col 7
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Debts obstacle to
jute sector
recasting

By SY Bakht

The outstanding debt of the
jute scctor is the primary un-
resolved fssue preventing the
finalisation of the World Bank-
proposed jute sector restruc-
turing mme duc to be
init l'rmn‘th: next fiscal

year

ir

ﬁcntmclurlng the past
debt of the jute seclor

[incurred since 1972) is the

oulstanding unresolved issue”
in linaMsing the programme,
sald an authoritative source at
the Jute Ministry.

The total outstanding debt .

of the jule sector stands at
about Taka 4,000 crore.

The problem is how to go
aboul restructuring the debt,
he pointed out, and whe
should bear 'Lthe costs.
However, he acknowledged
that as a | poftion ol the
debt by the secltor had been
incurred during the nationali-
satton perfod "majority of the
coslts must be borne by the

government

Representatives of the gov-
ernment and a World Bank
mission from Washingion hoid
several rounds of talks last
month to finalise the juie sec-

lor restructuring programme

- which calls for a drastic ref

duction in looms in operation
and manpower o make
scotor viable. "

An authoritalive source at
the World Bank mission here
also that the outstand-
ing debt was the key issue’
preventing the finalisation of
the programme.

Sa that handling the
debt was “tricky and
hard to disentangle as o who
is lable for the debt”®, he noted
that it was difficuit for the gov-
ernment o take a sound deci-
sion around which a consensus
could be lormed.

The International
Development Agency (1DA),
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_|. Govt to dig well for gas,-

oil every year : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia on Sunday said her

governmenl has decided® 1o

reduce dependence on foreign
assistance and utilisc domestic
resources for exploilation of
country’'s mincral resources,
reports LUND.

"We have decided to dig at
least one well every year for
cxploration ol gas and ofl even
al our own investment {[ nec-

essary”, she said, while inavpgu- |

raling the 8th Geological Con-
ference organised by Langia-

Engincers Institution Sunday

mic Development” was the
theme of the day-long con-
[erence,

She said development and

prosperity is possible i we
properly exploit and use our

resources lying beneath the

ground.
- Assistancte ol international

e I

s LAY

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing the 5th

agencies has been sought due
to resource constriints, Begum
Zia said poinling Lo the huge
cost and lechnical know-how
required for cxploitation of
mincral resources,

"A proper, cquitable and el-
feetive production-sharing agr-
cement is being formulated in
this regard”, she said.

Institutional and infrastruc-
tural facilitics are also being
ex which has encour-

aged many mmit-nationals for

J |
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i geologlsts are TheE TOT
Fuiiers of dovelopiientd, she

suﬂlrdmlhdupn'qu
Mo

- make the hard-earned

racy meaningful by building a
strong cconomic base. For this,
sht said, the country has to be
made sell-rellant and prosper-
ous.

"We have to ensurc ‘dal-
See Page 12 Col 4
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conference of the Bangladesh Geological Society at

Engineers Institution in city yesterday.

—PID photo’

Benazir launches fresh prot

ISLAMABAD, Dec 20: Police
jailed a senior leader of Bena-
zir Bhutto's left-leaning party
Sunday as the former premier
prepared to launch another
round of demonstrations agai-
nst the conservative Islamic
AP.

Ms Bhutto has called for
more anti- rnment prot-
ay, the eve of the
President’'s annual state of the
nation address to a joint
session ol Parliament.

On Sunday, a special terror-
ist court revoked Salman
Tasecr's bafl after President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan imposed a
law ending the Supreme
Court's right to grant bail to a
defendant

Ms Bhutto called the ncw
presidential ordinance, a
“black law” almed al keeping
her husband, Asil Ali Zardari,

in .
%rdnr[. 40, has been jafled

in Karachi since Oclober 1990
on murder, extortion and kid-
napping charges. He has yet to
be convicted by the terrorist
court and has asked for bail.

Bul many say the law will be
usced to stamp out political op-
position, cspecially from Ms
Bhutto's Pakistan People's

"We're victims of the presi-
dential ordinance,” Taseer said
as police led him and another
party worker from the court-
room in the eastern city of
l.ahore. "This is a slap in the
face by the president, We're
being targeted for being politi-
citl opponents.”

Taseer was granted bail on
November 28 after he was
charged with advocating
overthrow of the democrati-
cally-clected government.

He was arrested on Nov 18
during Ms Bhutto's attempt to
lead supporters on a protest

the

march from the neighboring
city of Rawalpindi to Islama-
bad, the federal capital. Taseer
accused the police of torturing
him, hanging him ypside down
and paundi:g' his y with
iron batons while in custody.

Taseer was among thou-
sands of Ms Bhutto's party
workers who were arrested
and jailed by the government
of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, who claimed the
former premier was trying to
incite people to overthrow his
administration.

Government officials so far
have refused to comment on
Ms Bhutto's planned rally
Monday in Rawalpindi, but
public gatherings of four peo-
ple or more arc banned. ril
was scheduled to return late
Sunday from a four-day trip to
Japan.

Nahced Khan, Ms Bhutlos

est today

assistant, claimed dozcns of
ty activists were arrcsted
;rnday while trying to build a
stage for Monday's rally.
Reuter from Lahore adds:
Several hundred Pakistani
lawyers marched through
Lahore on Saturday to protest
a ordinance ap-
proved this week by President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan curtailing
the powers of the courts.

The Supreme Court asked
the government for an expla-
nation for the eordinance,
which prevents high courts
from hearing batl applications
from ple lacing trial in

courts for the suppres-
sion of terrorist activitics,

It was o a peti-
tion filed by amn ion
party leader saying that the
"draconian” order infringed on
the powers of the High Courts
and vielated the constitution.

Fake-flag carriers out

to create chaos : BNP

A meeting of the National
Exccutive Committee of
[langladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) yesterday resolved that
[INP together with the people
would [oil all conspiracies in
order to protect the country's
dcmocracy, sovercignty and
independence, reporis BSS.

Presided over by P'rime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

| who is also chairperson ol

HNP, the meeting called upon
the people to remain vigilant
against anti-democratic activi-
ties of the defeated forces of
autocracy and lake flag-carrer
ol democracy.

The mecting which was
participaled by 70 speakecrs
and attended by about 400
lcaders was adjourned till 3
pm today.,

The meeting regretted that
a political party which was de-

feated in the last elections had
been engaged in creating in-
discipline joining hands with
the rejected autocratic forces
o embarrass and harass the
elected BNP ment, after
making public announcement
to that effect from the very
beginning.

The same political party
disregarding demberatie
norms and values, had been
threatening to make the
elected parliament ineffective,
the meeting further observed.

That particular parly had
also weleomed the illegal im-
position of martial law in 1082
and had participated in the
blue -print election. of 1988 be-
iraying the people’'s demo-
cralic movement lo prolong
the stay of the military gov-
ernment, the said.

See Page 12 Col 8
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Razzak MP, Tolael
Alnped MP, Mohammad Nasim

Mi' Mozalfar Hossain Paltu,
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Kamal calls on
Alliances to

reunite
By Stafl Correspondent

called upon the nent
partics the three

that fought against autocracy in
the cighties to come forward

again with a view to combating
the country’s communal forces
unitedly.

Addressing a press conler-
enee at Ihe;,ﬂ'nﬂ'l office, Dr.
Kamal Hessain, Cenvenor of

e o hat ~eT
r ' P

"

i ..J- : i ‘.- x ! ! 1'_1'4“' 1
daiity i consolidating democ-
racy, by sing communal
conflicts. He said commu-
nal and fundamentalist forces
scrved neither religion nor

socicty in positive .
Dr Har={ H-omm,-zal;h
vocal against ‘communal

forces’, in general, expressed a
Sce Page 12 Col 2

T&T employees
call off
proposed strike

The CBA of T&T yesterday
called ofl a count non-
stop sirtke, scheduled to begin
lomorrow (Tuesday) following
an agreement signed with the
authoritics for setling its de-
mands, reports UNB. ..

The agreement was reached
tripartite arbitration
the Chtleot Paraeiiog Agor
| 0 : |
and the T&T Board at the
Labour Directorate, meeting
sources said.

According to the terms of
the agreement, autherities will
fulfil the demands In in
two years, the Bangladesh
Telecommunication Workers
and Employees Council (CBA)
told reporters at a press con-
ference aficr the meeting

CBA President Syed Kutubur
Rahman in a written statement
sifd the authorities nol
to tlurn T&T into a holding
company, to cnsure promotion
in diflerent cadres, bring nec-
cssary amendment (o the 1984
vmploymen{ rules, create new
posts, take steps for wellare of
the workers and lo upgrade
the standard of telecommuni-

See Page 12 Col 6

Russian Deputy
FM due today

Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Georgly Fridrikhovich
Kunadze arrives here
(Monday) on a 4-day official

visit to Bangladesh, reports

He will be accompanied by
AF Chaykovskijy, ﬁll:‘l De-
puly, mm?{ the Supreme
Soviet of the Russian Fede:
ration, officials said yesterday.

This will be the first high-

level visit from Russfa since
the dissolution of USSR. The

nificance as it Is
during the 20th
establishment of diplomatic
relation between the two
couniries.

During the lour, the Russian
Deputy Foreign Minisier will
on Speaker Shaikh
Rarzaque AN, Stale Minister
for Textfle Abdul Mannan and
the Secretary to the Ministry

ol Commerce.



