8 The Duily Star

F the world seems to be
ng berserk and you
nowhere else to tra-

gentle,
| sophisticated wife,
at their house at 6/A
might envi-

environment of
‘even the tranguil
Sylhet — and you are no longer
in a Subcontinental cosmop-
olitan city.

As you cross the path to the
house, where dwell a family of
four — the elder son having
been married and now staying
clsewhere, as {s natural and
consequential — you come to
the landing of a un house.

"l am a sailor by profession,
| went to sea when | was about
15, trained at Dufferin in
1946, completed my course
the in 1948, and joined a Bri-
tish India stcam ship company
of thée PNO group. While | was
at seca | collected a few ships
parts such as sextants, com-
Fa.!urs The ones you see in the

nding have been collected
from and fjunk vyard in
Narayanganj,” Captain Chowd-
hury explains.

As you progress to the
drawing room you are taken
aback by the magnificent black
shields, exhibited in a sophis-
ticated and subtle manner.
They are decorated with brass

Bedhead in Shefa's bﬂﬁ'd;)l-il"

designs. They are of pure
rhinocerous hide, and were
presented to his "dad”, while
his father was posted in As-
sam, al the beginning of this
eentury.

- There is then the black
shell, which once belonged to
his [ather, not lar from the
shiclds, on the adjacent wall.
This has a with floral designs

It once belo to his
ﬂh{'r Captain Chowdhury has
limited notions of its origin.
On them are displayed, at the
Bottom shell, a gold dish, pre-
sented by his daughter in-law,

‘Samina, who is a descendant of

Begum Rokeya Sultana. The
wther Dutch.items, once be-
#onging to his [ather, are obwi-
ously Dutch as you sce [rom
ﬂ'u: 5hﬂpf size and dtaign

by Fayza Haq

{ of the wall where you

aques on a shel]

with windmills and other pat-
terns of Netherlands origin.

In a shelf, opposite to
where the rhinoceros shields
arc displayed, s a magnificent

en show-casc, containing
interesting souvenirs and
which are collector's items, of
even 2,000 B.C. There is a
piecc, a fragment of ochre and

1eirioom [

black pottery, given to Captain
Chowdhury by the Bangladesh
Ambassador to China, Mr. Shali
Sami Dating back to George V
and Edward VI, are medals
which belonged to his father
who resigned around 42 as a
senjor civil servant a commis-
sfoner in Assam during the
British regime.

There is also a jug. which
Captain Chowdhury collected
from Nepal, and which could
serve either as a tea-pot or a
coffee-pot. It is of copper and
is designed with the conven-
tional brass dragon patters.

Near the shell, adjacent to
the entrance door of the draw-
ing room is a wheel. "It must
be at least 150 years old be-
causc solid brass is very ex-
pensive.” Captain Chowdhury

Belle Mode in Bangladesh

ASHION in Bangladesh

is something that is not

restricted to the coun-
try alone. We are constantly
borrowing [rom India and
Pakistan as regards the "sari”,
"shalwar-kameez” and "kurta
pajama’.

We, in the cosmopolitan
city of Dhaka, find the Euro-
pean and American fashion be-
ing also borrowed by the teen-
aged and even the older gen-
eration, specially among the
well to do bourgeoise and the
upper classes in cities, fn the
capital itself, and in places like
Chittagong, Sylhet and Comilla
town.

The west, meanwhile, in
their haute canture, have been
taking from the Near East,
Middle East, Far East, Africa,
the Indian Subcontinent — go-
ing by studies of the "Elle”
magazine alone, and other
photo journalism from Ger-
many, other parts of Europe,
USA.

High fashion is something
-universal. It does not belong to
a single place like Paris, Japan
or New York alone. Like music,
intrinsic fashion styles and
patterfis are being borrowed
and exchanged. Kipling's "The
East s East and the West is
West" has been put to test long
ago, in music, fashion interior
decors, and all modes of life
and living.

' Fashion changes from place
to place and from time to time,
We do not have to race after it
‘without considering what suits
the individual — it must be ac-
cording to the time and place.
Fashion is to be followed as far
as and

of African origin do the

{ jobs on Paristan cat-walks,
we in Bangladesh can be con-

probable. When

tented with following what
suits us best — no ‘matter what
our complexion, height or vital
statistics might be.

‘We see our women irsall

walks of life wearing the blouse

as worn in India, or even the
"ghagra chunni" as seen In
Rajasthan. They are gradually
cutting down the "kallis” in the
"kurtas” and going in for more
simple traditional fashion, as is
being done in Pakistan. The
"kurta” and "kamiz" buttons
that they flaunt are made in

India or Pakistan.
Yes the "jamdani”, the
and pride of esh, is

ing bought by women of sub-
continental origin who visit
their parental homes from UK,

USA and other overseas coun-
tries.
The "jamdanis” are being

shaped into "shalwar-kameez"
and "kurta' and are being worn
by our women, and residing
foreign women too at times. It
is a pity, however, that New
Market and Ghausia Market as
well as shops in Guilshan, con-
tinue to be flooded with for-
"saris” and materials for

S - kameez” or “kurta-
pajama” made in India,
Thafland, Pakistan and else-

where.

If one would only use one's
ingenuity, the local materials
can be sown in places like
Ghausia Market or New Market
or even the boutiques at
Dhanmondi,
Banani and Gulshan. The local
"saris”, about from "jamdahis"
too are not to be scorned in
the days of essential domestic
budgeting and universal infla-

tion.
Vive lamode in Bangladesh
F.H.
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claborated
which is close to the wheel.
“This too, | inherited from my

on a container

father,” the captain comments.
were used by the tea-
garden olficers to chill their
drinks, during the British days.
At a corner of the same liv-
ing room is a delicately de-
signed but firmly made black
shelf, which matches perfectly
wilh the decor of the solon.
ite the apparent [ragility

nft shell, heavy metal ob-
jects are displays, which are
again collector's items. There

is the sextant on the top shelf;

there is then a ship's tri-com-
pass to navigate the ship.
There is too a beautifully pre-
served ship's clock.

"As for the sextant you take
the position of the sun with.
The time that you take a
record the position of the sun
is exactly noted. If you are out
by four seconds thtn the shi

“will be out by a mli!

Ynuhn:mhtuctmﬂm

rate.” Captain Chowdhury says.
You next see a meter,
"This is used for atmospheric
pressure,” the sea captain ex-
plained to me in his soothing
voice, quite unlike that of any
of the versions of Captain Bligh
of “The Mutiny on the Bounty."
You can then calculate when a
storm is coming.,” he clabo-
rated further.

The "hookah" which you see
close at hand belonged to Cap-
tain Chowdhury's grandfather,
as he informed you. "The base
is made of crystal and the
‘chium’ is cup is of purc sil-

verg Nearby, is also displayed
five Japanese god figurines.

J e
[ Rty

you sit and sip your tea on cof-

The set originally contained
seven pieces. Displayed carc
fully at the back is the photo of
Karina, the captain's grand-
daughter. Hung in the middle

find the
"hookah” and the god [ig-
{ urines, is the enlarged

coloured photo of the captain’s
gorgeous daughter Tahiya,
taken in a ship, when she was
a child. There is also a lamp
from Mozambique, chkosc at
hand, which is beaultifully
carved in a gorgeous styie, re-
calling Roman sculpture. It
depicts a lady playing a harp
and which is of salmon-pink.

By the side of the lamps are
Buddhist statues, obtained
from Gandhara, as recognised
by the Graeco-Roman [eatures
of the head picces "They col-
lected from Pakistan. | had
been there for a holiday,” Cap-
tain Chowdhury says. Between
two the sofas on the same side
of the solon, is a ship's lamp,
of copper and brass. "It is used
when the ship is at anchor and
il is to guide your way,” Captain
Chowdhury elaborates.

Walking back to the show-
casc which holds the family's
prized possessions, and which
has been written about ecarlicr
in the article, you see an ash-
tray and cigarette holder, pre-
sented by a Dutch ambassador,
when he visited the “lord of
the manor,” when the said
dignitary had taken a river
cruise.

One of the shelves, in the
same, room is made of black
timber, collected by Captain
Chowdhury' father. It bears the
design of an angel with out-
spread wings. “This would be
al least a hundred years old.”
Captain Chowdhury informs

Yorhe picee de resistance of
the captain is an ivory dagger
in the showcase "It had bee

presented to my father by Sir
Michael Keane, who was then
the governor of Assam. The
handle of the sheathe is made
of tvory.” Captain Chowdhury

pointsﬂu ﬁ!s is ca,p:fu ars
um: pi » Pale .'

iatan Captain Chowdhury's fa-
ther's picture is dtnplaye-d on
top of the showcase, which
contains the most precious
items in the living room. -

The salon has suave green
and blue curtains and has a flo-
ral lacy screen, behind it, as is
often secen in Europe. The
comfortable fabric solas have
floral motifs with wooden hand
rests. Yet another interesting
piece in the living room is a
brass sitting stool with geo-
metrical patterns, with three
clegant legs. Ship's anchor
lamps are® noled at the en-
trance of the drawing room, as
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When Decors andCollections Speak of Roots

fce, while you chat with Cap-
tain and Mrs. Shefa Chowd-

" In the dining room, adja-
cent to the bedroom, is a case
with Buddha in the ng
scene. It was m in
Bangkok, and was presented to

|

Hookah wi;h the antique
‘chillum’

by the daughter, Tahtya. On the
two sides are large exolic
conch shells, which the cap-.
tain had collected from Mau-
ratius Island.

Also placed in the sale a
manager, adjacent to the salon
is a gourd. It has beautiful fig-
urines carved in to it. It has a
crescent room, a buflalo, a
swan, various types of birds. It
has geometrical patterns to

h hght the figurative work.
re is als-n a replica of

famous statue of Napoleon's
sister Pauline. It was bought
when he visited Paris in 1963.
Two elephants are tastefully
placed along with it, which are
from Colombo dating ‘52. Hnre

anti t:llnlh:lﬂ]tl
" been Ipnd:d ﬂown to him hy

his father. There are the old
cumy bowls, "One is of Dutch
origin and the other one is
Chinese," Captain Chowdhu

explains to you. The Dutc

piece is royal-blue and white.
The other is vermilion and has

geometrical pattern on top. It
is coloured with red, blue and

_green colours. It contains Chi-

nese scripts on it. It has white
chrysanthemum iIn white.
“These are at least a hundred
years old", Captain Chowdhury
says. "There is also a China jug,
which was used to kept in the
tofl in the old days,” he added.

In the dining-room is also a
roast-dish with floral motils.
"It has s in it," the sea
captain points out, "I have the
history from a British lady Gar-
ret Copeland and the company,
Spode New Fane, thal made
the dish and exist from 1832-

1837, he adds. In the center

of the wall of a side of the din-

place are two ivory tusks
with a sflver base. "Theses too
have been handed down 1o me
by my father”, the captain says.
There is also an old painting
which he has collected in his
sca-going days. [t depicts a Eu-
ropean port and has a faded
gold frame.

As the couple. captain and
Shefa Chowdhury take you for a
guided tour, you enter the
daughter Tahiya's bed-room
which is careflully curtained.
This contains an an ancestral
bed with a foot post, mosquito-
net posts, and a head piece. It
is carefully carved with geo-
metrical patterns and floral
motifs, and has been well pre-
scrved. It is covered a bed-
cover which is a replica of a
“Nakshikatha".

Captain Chowdhury is a de-
scendant of Sulaiman Khan, a
Pathan, who had been a army
officer in 1,600 A.D. The cap-
tain can trace his roots for fil-
leen generations. He has
manuscripts of his great
grandiather who was a lawyer
around 1850. This is his great
grandfather's transler letter in
Persian, and is signed by Mr. J.
R. Collin, a judge in Calcutta
and is dated 185]. He has even
the original regret letter from
Nawab Sir Salimullah to his

father's marriage.
As the finale for a visit of a

family friend, you notice the
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magnificent bed that mpln.in rrmybc disenchanted with

Antique kettle on carved holder
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begs. Flower pots with large
leaves s out at head :
Similarly, the rest of its
"accoutrements” are graceful
and chic.

As the finale for a visit of a
family [riend. you netice the
magnificent bed that captain
and Shefa Chowdhury possess.
It resembles beds of royal or;
gin, displayed at the Dhaka
museums — which in IE“;—
impress and your s
from Wm . The head piece
contains a heart pattern, with
leaves and flowers.

As the finale for a visit of a
family friend, you notice the
magnificent bed that captain
and Shefa Chowdhury possess.
It resembles beds of royal ori-
gin, displayed at the Dhaka
museums — which in turm —
impr=ss you and your friends
from overseas. The head pilece
contains a heart pattern, with
lcaves and flowers. There are
designs on the sides posts and
begs. Flower pots with large
leaves urn:-d out at headpiece.
Similarly, the rest of its
"accoutrements” are graceful
and chiec.

Such an interesting visit of
a home, tucked in the city,
serves as both a tranquiliser
and a pep pill for you when

N Kathmandu almost every
I house seems to have a dog

their own. Pet dogs are
common in Kathmandu
(Nepal), but not in Dhaka why
? — Human population and
expensive manpower decrea-
sing the role of house guards
to guard the house and
property ? This looks probable
because house servants and
guards are less in Kathmandu
than in Dhaka.

Dogs are social animal by
nature. They bark to show
their jolly spirits, to warn their
masters, or to [righten the in-
truder. Dogs do not attack for
fun, They may bite il their
growling is ignored. They de-
marcate their territory by the
smell of their urine. They bark
or growl when they are in

| their own territory or when

the master is close by.

To understand them better,
studies have been carried out.
A few basic rules which are
true to all dogs are shown by a
dog's tail as:

rapid wagging: "Enjoying
mysel”

drooping tail : "Boring day”

tail held high and lively :
"Look, here | come”

forelegs flat on the ground
with its tail wagging: "Come on

lets play”

The i of a domes-
tic dog do not require exag-
fon. However, selecting a

Of Dogs and Breeds

by Rajesh Joshi
body somewhat beautiful will be the proper one — both
which usually grows up to be a  for the farm and house.
good one. vl Terrier: This is a small

c. About breeds it is said
that there are 360 breeds of
dogs. With the immediate
purpose of providing
information on selecting a
proper dog, only a few
standard breeds and some odd
breeds are here dealt with.

{) Blood hound: This is a big
dog. It's superb ability to trace
the fading scent which is
already a week old makes it a
good police dog. It is not
suggested as a house pet.

{i) Newfoundland: The in-
teresting thing about this dog
is its fondness for swimming.
its body never gets wet duc to
it's thick coat of fur. It will be
interesting to possess this dog
if the owner has a large pond
or a lake nearby. Throw a stick
far in the water and your dog
will swim to fetch it for you.
This dog is also known as a
"supreme waler rescuer .

fif) Pointer: This is a big dog
too. It may be useful to you if
you have interest in hunting.
This dog stands still pointtn
towards the game
is also knm as "Gun Bni‘ Its
hunting instinct opposes {ls

choice as a domestic member.”

However, it is sometlimes
as a hunting dog.

iv)] Daschund: This is a
smaller breed of hound family.
loyal pet with a long
t very short legs. This
is advantageous for
enter the holes made

something similar, this breed

breed of dog with curly hair. It
has several varieties. The
Airedale Terrier has an
astonishingly wise brain.

Tibetans used small dogs,
probably, Shih Tzus, and Aztec
priests used Chthuahua as hot
water bottles. And some Aus-
tralian aborigines still carry
the wild Dingo (the oldest
breed of dog) across their hips
to keep their bodies warm.

Present jobs:
St. Bernard is probably the
most famous of the rescue

dogs. It can scent human be- .

ings even buried under snow.
And some other breeds like
Labrador, Golden Retriever,

German Shepherd are gutd:
dogs — to work as a blind
of scientific

man's cyes.
Misfits
progress can be . counted on

Winter

by Shama Lutfullah

Fish Soup
(for 5 to 6 people),

500 gmi] Ib) Ash filicts (for
5 to 6 people)

2 Intres (8 cups) watcr

2 large onfons

2 sticks celery

2 oz |60 g butler

| kg (2 b} ripe tomatocs

for 2 hours. Strain sloc
rescrve; rescrve fish

Heat butter in large pan,
add pecled and fincly chopped
onjons & pecled & (incly
chopped celery, saute gently
until onfon mixture is golden
brown. Add pecled & fine
chopped tomatoes, stir unt

‘| combined. Bring to boil, beil

uncovered for 5 minules,
mashing mixture well with
potato masher.

Add fish stock, sait, pepper
and saffron, stir until com-
bined cover pan, bring to boil,
reduce heat, simmer for 45
minutes.

Remove skin and bones
from reserved fish, lake lhh
with a fork, add fish to so

st before serving. Serve

ad slices hcutcd in the over
crisp.

Garlic Soup (for510 6
people)

2 table spoons ground co-
riander

1 table spoon ground cum-
min

1 dried chilli; o

1/4 teaspoon whole black
peppercorns

B curry leaves

5 cups hot water

1 table spoon tamarind
pulp

1 medium onfon, finely
sliced

4 cloves garlics.

Put coriander, cummin,
chilli, peppercorns and curry
leaves into a and dry
roast over medium heat, shak-

| St BT Hie Spicest amell
aromadtic.

Add the waler, tamarind
onjon and garlic and bring o

the boil, then simmer for 20
minutes or until onfons and
garlic arc solt. Serve for sip-

__J ping between mouthful of rice.

Another odd feature is thal
of Shar-Pei, which is so mas-
sively wrinkled that it can al-
most turn round in its own
skin.

Unlike these developments,
a breed named as DBassel
llound s the most musical ol
all. This hound is a superb
hunter of hares as well.

In the city arcas where life
is busy and open spaces are
less, people usually prefer pos-
sessing smaller dogs to big
ones. Any dog owner should

know that puppies are to
leave their mother when
are eight weeks old. No puppy

lhnuld be punished for lollow-
ing the order late since that
would simply confuse them.
After a bath, your pet dog rolls
and rubs its body on dirt, car-
pet or soil. This seems ugly,
butﬂtmnhehllﬂ it is that
dog tries to remove the
lmrl of soap or shampoo by
doing so.

Now it is up to you to select
for
in

how* some breeds have been (Joshi is a Nepalese student

developed.
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El, Bernard coming to the rescue



