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China urges US to cancel
plane sale to Taiwan

EWING. Dec 18: Chincse

Vice Foreign Minister Liu
lluaqiu wurged the United
States on Th to * face up

to facts” and cancel #ts planned
sale ol 150- F-16 [lighter
plancs © Taiwan, reports Al

China has toned down is
public campaigning against the
salk: since the US election in
November resulted in defeat
for President Bush.I|t appar-
ently is waiting until
President-elect Clinton takes
office in January to sec what
he will deo.

But Liu, mecting :Iﬂi us
Assistant Secretary State
Willam Clark, warned that the
issue 1s not closed for as far as
China is concerned.

“The American side must
ace up to facts ( and ) strictly
adhere to the principle of the
Chln:lt US joint communigue

reducing and fi-
n-lly runlrvln: US arms sales
to Tatwan,” the official Xinhua
News Agency quoted Liu as
telling Clark.”

In the 1982 communique,
Washington said it did not plan
a long-term policy of arms
sales o Taiwan and would not
cxeeed “in qualitative or quan-
titative terms, the level of
Lhose supplied in recent ycars.

Xinhua did not quotce Liu as
threalening retaliatory action.

ERAEERYy

Earlier Chinese statements
have hintetd that US imports
might be reduced.

Bush announced the F-16
sale in September while cam-
paigning in Texas, where
General Dynamics makes the
F-16s. However, Clinton has
indicated he supports the sale.

Clark was accompanying US
‘Commerce Secretary Barbara
Franklin, who is in Beijing for
trade talks. He also visited
Beijing shortly after the sale
was announced to so the
Chincsc anger.

Iraq rejects

UN flights
over Baghdad

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 18:
Irag on Thursday rejected UN
weapons Inspection flights
over Baghdad.in a letter that
reviewed a recent feud with
the Untied Nations over
releasing arms data, reports,
Reuler

Iragqs UN Ambassador,
Nizar Hamdoun, said Baghdad
felt that aerial reconnaissance
Nights within the city limits
were unwarranted and
provocative as the same sites
could be investigated by in-
spection teams on the ground

Ikng l.l.l l'eveals YEltSln- Chinesc senior

leader Deng xjmping is fll, visitin

Russian President Boris

Yeltsin revealed Friday, AP reports from Beijing.
Yeltsin said at a news conference Friday that he had not

mel with the 88-year-old Deng because 'he's not feeling oo

well, unfortunately.’

it was the first disclosure that Deng was in poor health.

Chinese officials routinely

refuse to comment on his health

because he no longer holds an official post.

8 UN relief trucks destroyed in Iraq:
The UN World Food Programme (WFP) said on Thursday that
eight reliel trucks had been destroyed by time bombs in
nerthern Irag, reports Reuter from Rome.

The agency said the bombs went ofl on Wednesday after
the trucks had taken food and seeds to Kurds in the town of

Zakho.

Uncxploded devices were found in n!nr: other trucks, the
WFTP said in a statement. It did not say whether there werc

any injuries in the attacks.

The WFP said Wednesday's incident whs the third in three

weeks In which UN relicl
wintor
geted

UN envq _]Iéo visit

Dante Capu
poverished country Saturday on the first UN

special envoy to
travel to the impoverished

trucks, which are distributing
food ald to the Kurds in northern Irag

. were tar

Eoor states: w

id Thursday he wnu]d |

mission to seck a resolution to its political crisis, reports

AFP from United Nations.

Caputo, a former Argentine Foreign Minister, said he re-

viewed his mission with Secretary

General Boutros Boulros-

Ghali before leaving for Washington, where he will meet with

deposed
Caputo said he hoped
the De Factor

President Jean- Bertrand Aristide.
to meet in Haiti with members of
government installed after the military

toppled

Aristide in September 1991 coup, including Prime Minister
Marc Bazin and army Commander General Raoul Cedras

Khmer Rouge guerillas in cen-
tral Cambodia released Friday
46 United Nations peacckeep-

men left the location aboard

Po Indonesia talk break off:

Discussions between Portugal and Indonesia on the status of
East Timor broke ofl Thursday at UN Headquarters with no
progress made, diplomats from both sides said, rcports AFP
from United Nations.

The talks will resume April 20 in Rome, official said.
Portugal's Foreign Minister Jose Durao Borroso and his
Indonesian count Ali Alatas met for nearly four hours
in the presence of General Boutros Boutros-Ghali.
Both ministers said the talks were positive and held in an
open atmosphere.

" The United Nations
ministrative authority

recognises Portugal as the official ad-
in the former Portugucse colony scized

in 1975 and later annexed by Indonesia. Portugual supports

indcpendence for East Timor.

People form human chain in Germany'
Abaut lmum people joined hands to form a human chain
on Thursday in the latest protest against racism in Germany,
reports Reuter from Germany.

Church bells tolled in the old town of Nuremberg as peo-
ple inked up to form a chain six km ( four miles) long in a

ul demonstration against anti-foreigner violence which
claimed 17 lives this year.

The protest followed a torchlight march by 5,000 through
nearby Wuerzburg on Wednesday and other street demonstra-
tions throughout Germany in the past few months to con-
demn rising xenophobia.

More than 2,000 right-wing extremist attacks on asylum-
sccks, foreign residents and Jewish memorials have been
carried out this year, prompting authorities to crack down on
neo-Nazis and prepare laws to stem the influx of refugces.

Oil spill causes e in Spain:
A huge oil spill In northwestern Spain has done more
damage to thc arca's fishing industry than an estimate of 50
million dollar released this week by the regional government,
the environmental group Greenpeace said Thursday, reports
AP from Spain,

Officials estimate the Greek tanker Aglgean Sea lost some
21.5 million gallons (81.7 million liters) of crude oil when it
ran aground on Dec 3, almost twice the 11 million gallons
(41.8 million liters) spilled in the 1989 Exxon Valdez disas-
ter in Alaska.

The tanker was carrying 79,300 tons (23.79 million gal-

lons or 90.4 million liters) when in ran aground in rough seas. J Thursday.

Khmer Rou ge

frees 46 UN
acekeepers

PHNOM PENH, Dce 1B

- BEWING, Dec 18: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin said
Friday that agreement has
been reached on a nuclear
arms treaty with the United

ers they had been holding | States and it will be signed in
northwest of the capital, re- A
ports AP. Russian Foreign Ministry

“It would appear the 46 | spokesman Sergei Yastrz-

hembsky told The Associated

two trucks and two anti-mine -

ﬂhitl-ﬂ UN spokesman Erie
Falt said.

Falt said the 46 Indonesian
soldiers, held ove t by lhc
Khmer Rouge near
cial capital of Kompong Thnm.
rad
noon saying
returning.

they were

their base just before

Press that Russia is proposing
a summit in the United States
at the beginning of the new

'I;eltﬂn made the announ-
cement while meeting with a

small p of Chinese inte-
llectuals just before signing a
series ireaties and agree-
ments with China.

International

- Lebanese soldiers turn back

expelled Palestinians

GOODFENCE, Lebanon, Dec
18: Hundreds of Pales-
tintan deportees shuttled
under heavy rain between
Israeli and Lebanese army
checkpoints in southecast
Lebanon on Friday, secking
shelter aflter their expulsion
from lsrael, reporis AP.

lLebanese tanks and ar-
moured vehicles formed a
roadblock before dawn and
lurned back buses carrying
ncarly 400 Palestinian funda-
menlalists who were forced
from lsracl in a mass deporta-
tion late Thursday.

When the deportees walked
back to the Zommaraya gale-
wity to re-enter Israel's sell-
styled “sccurity zone” in
south Lebanon, the passage
was closed.

Sevurity sources on the
scene said Israel’'s surrogate
militia. the South Lebanon
Army, fired over the heads of
the de s at Zommaraya
Lo them away. No one was
hurt,

In Beirut, Prime Minister
Rafik Hariri discussed by
tclephone the plight of the
deportees with Syria's Vice
President Abdul-Halim
Khaddam and later said the

| deportees would not be al-

lowed into pnﬂl-tnt -held
lLebanese terrt

“if any harm clalls any of
the deportees, lsrael will be
responsible for it,” Hariri said
in a statement broadcast by
several radio stations.

Syria maintains some
40,000 troops in Lebanon and
ts the main powerbroker in its
castern neighbour.

The Lebanese government
has denounced such deporta
lions and complained about
lsrael’s chotce of Lebanon as a
place of exile.

The chief delegate
International Committee ol
the Red Cross, Bernard
Pfefferie, said in Befrut that
the Swiss organization was
sending about 20 tenis, 1,200
blankets, kitchen sets, stoves
and medical care to the de-
portees, stuck in the ne-
man's-land between the two
checkpoints
" He Ilid emergency food
supplies would be bought in
the Syrian-controlled DBekaa
Valley to feed the deportees,
who had no eaten for more
than 24 hours.

Deportee Hassan Badra, a
student at the West Bank's
Najah University, sald Leba-
nese army troops at Marj al-

of the

Zohour told him the gov-
ernment’s decision not to al-
low them past the checkpoint
would not be rescinded.

Badra said he had suffered
six gunshot wounds 15 days
ago in a confrontation with the
Isracli army in the West Bank.
lie said that there were four
other men who had been
wounded among the depor-
tecs.

The red-and-white buses
full of deportees began arrM.n$
in Zommaraya, on the edge o
the security zone, on Thursday
A security source in the zone
said 22 buses, carrying 350 to
400 deportees, had entered
the zone by early Friday.

Security sources said the
lLebanese putlpost, 4 kilome-
ters (2 | miles) from
Zommaraya, had set up
carthen mounds that blocked
the road.

Five T-54 tanks and 15 M-
113 armoured personnel car-
riers were then brought in
along with 250 troops to rein-
force the blockade.

The deportations were in
retaliation for the killing by
Muslim [undamentalists of
Isracli policeman Sgt Maj
Nissim Toledano this week. He
was the sixth trooper slain by

the Hamas organizations in
two weeks.

The Palestinian Liberation
Organtzation responded to the
deportations by announcing in
Tunis that it was suspending
Palestinian participation in
peace talks until lsrael al-
lowed the group to return to
‘their homes.

In Washington, Arabs boy-
coited the last session ol the
cighth round ol peace talks
with Israel on Thursday to
protest the deportation order.

The Arab teams represent-
ing Lebanon, the Palestinians,
Jordan and Syria, met with
President Bush and appealed
for his personal intervention to
block the deportation.

A US offlicial said Sccretary
of State Lawrence Eagleburger
sent a message to lsrael ex-
pressing “strong objection” to
the expuision order,

An earlier AP report says,
Buscs carrying hundreds of
Palestinians deported by Isracl
crossed the border Thirsday
into an Isracli-occupied nnuth
em enclave.

Lebanese troops 'ilr:iilt."ﬂ at
the northern boundary of the
region to enlorce the govern-
ment's refusal to accept the
Palestinfans.

o

A ‘mmal: boy runs towards a re
Mﬂm Thutsday, ad ¥ French
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Bosnian Serb parhament
declares end of war

BELGRADE, Dec 18: The
parliament of Serbs' sell-styled
republic in Bosnia-
Herzegovina on Thursday uni-

would take cffect in cight dnyﬁ,
and that time was needed (o
get the world to froops on the
ground.

laterally declared the eight-,
month Bosnian war over, re-
porits AP.

world to know it has no more
| offensive intentions and that it

reply to Muslim or Croat
provocations,
fiercely
defend
counter-attacking,”
told the AP by telephone from
his headquarters at Pale, just
easl ol Sarajevo.

'__Hr said

The Serbian side wants the

will no longer engage in  of the republic in Serb hands.

counter-offecnsive action,” said Croat militias control most
Bosnian Serb lcader Radovan  of the rest of Bosnian territory.
Karadzic Serbs  rebelled against a

Our forees will no longer

and il we are
attacked, we will only

ourselves without
Karadic tory. At least 17,000
over 110,00 O are missing.

The declaration
the NATO

declaralion

There was no certainty the
declaration would end Lhe
fighting. The Muslim-led gov-
ernment forces have given no
indication they will accept a
ceasefire line that leaves most

Muslim-Croat vote for Bosnian
independence from the former
Yugoslavia, and in the last eight
months they have seized about
70 percent of Bosnian terri-
people
perished in the fighting and

came as
allics said they would
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unn P‘I"t‘t-l.iﬂnt.ﬂﬂﬁ Yeltsin (L) and his counterpart
Yang Shangkun holding formal discussion in Beijing
— Star TV photo

support the United Nations in
enforcing a ban on Scrbian

military flights over Bosnia.

The Serbian  move ap-
prared intended in part tlo
avert any military intervention
and blunt international con-
demnation.

It also came just before cru-
cial elections in Yugoslavia.
Slobodan Milosevic, widely
blamed for fomenting Bosnia's
warfarc, is lacing a challenge
in his bid for re-election as
Serbian president by moderate
Yugoslav Premicr Milan Panic.

The declaration, adopted at
Pale by a vote of 57-0 with five
abstentions,
Bosnia's " ethnic-religious war”
over, the Belgrade-based
Tanjug news agency reported.

It said that battlelincs at
noon Thursday would repre
sent the temporary borders ol
the Serb republic until a for-

mal pcace accord is concluded
,Tanjug reported.

IL said Bosnian Serbs were
ready for formal peace nego-
tiations and would urge all ir-
regular .armed groups to dis-
arm.

We will be like a boxer who
has taken off his gloves and
does not want to fight any
more,” Karadizic- said.

“The international commu-
nity should act as a referee
and position its observers lo
monfitor this unilateral cease-
fire,” he added.

Demands for international
observers are unlikely to be
accepted. The international
community repeated has re-
jected Serb demands for the
ethnic partition.of Bosnia and
any sanctioning of the seizure
of territory.
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Blasts in
Bombay trains:
10 injured

NEW DELHI, Dec 18: Two
crude bombs exploded in two
commuter trains in Bombay
Friday, injuring at least 10
people, United News of India
news agency reported, says AP.

The first explosion oc-
curred in the luggage van of
the Churchgate-Borivili train
used by commuters of India's
business capital. At least five
people were hurt, UNI said
cquoting a railroad official.

The second blast took
placc in a car of Kurla-bound
irain at Chinchpokali raflroad
station in northeastern
Bombay. Five travelers werg
hutrt,

There was no immediate
claim of responsfbility for the
blasts, which appeared more
imMéndéd 16 déate panwe than
causing serfous damage.

BRUSSELS, Dec 18: US
Secretary of State Lawrence
Eagleburger warned Ukraine
on Thursday that its relations
with Washington would deteri-
orate il it continued to delay
ratifying a crucial nuclear arms
treaty, reports Recuter.

The United States is anx-
ious for Ukraine's parHament
to ratify a special annex to the
Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (START) and to join the
Non‘Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
as non-nuclear state.

3ut Ukrainian Forejgn
Minister Anatoly Zlenko told
Eagleburger carlier this weck
the Kiev parliament would not
be able to act on START or the
NPT until the beginning of
next year at the earliest.

In his first public reaction
to -that news, Eagleburger de-
livered a blunt message at a
news conference after a NATO
Foreign Ministers meecting.

90 Algerian
soldiers to
be tried

ALGIERS, Dec 18: Ninely
military officers and soldiers,
some with ties to armed
Islamic extremists, will go on
trial in three days for
trying to destabilise the
Algerian Army, the indepen-
dent newspaper El Watan re-
ported Thursday, says AP.

The suspects, to be tried by
a military court in Bechar, 950
kilometres (590 miles) south-
west of Algiers, near the
Moroccan border, are charged
with plotting against state se-
curity, the paper said.
risk the death penalty if con-
1irttd

Tcanmkeamudd

LONDON: Prince Charles
cxpressed regret on
Mursday at the lack of con-
lact between the genera-
tions, adding he valued con-
versations with his grand
mother, the Queen Mother,
and his late uncle. Lord
Mountbatten, reports AP

Charles, speaking at an
awards ceremony for the
charity Age Resource,
mixed up three of the
commendations te the
amusement of the mostly
older audience.

‘Even at my advanced
age | can make a muddle,”
the 44-year-old heir 10 the
throne joked in a rare
lighthearted moment this
month. His formal separa-
tion from his wife of 11

years, Diana, 31, was announced on Dec 9,
The prinee, -th-.wrhedmhdnﬂﬂmth.-ﬂht
was saddened that “so often nowadays, there is less and less

contact between generations

I have found it an enormous benefit to be able to tatk to
my grandmother, and to my late uncle,” he said.
ﬂHerpmphmpmvtlenmumnfmmnm-ﬂﬂ-

dom.”

Mountbatten, who was a father figure to Chariés, was killed
by the Irish Republican Army in 1979.

Rushdie compla

AMSTERDAM: A Dutchman sulffert
called a "Rushdic complex” was

tors
afrnclm*ru-

ing a Muslim pseudonym to write a book attacking Islam, re-

ports AP.

“The Fall of the Netherlands, a Nation of Naive idiots,” pub-
lished in 1990, accuses Muslims of fanaticism. corruption and

stupidity and says
The author, identi

are taking over the country.
by the court only as Z van E, was

fined 2,000 guilders (dirs 1,200), a court spokeswoman said
Thursday. He was sentenced Wednesday.

The 1971 racism law forbids any act likely to incite racial
hatred. The liberal Dutch constitution covets freedom of

speech, but also outlaws discrimination In

State

any form.

prosecutor Willem Mijnssen suggested the author

suffered from "a kind of Rushdie complex” that made him

wanl! to attract negative

publicity.

It was a reference to British author Salman Rushdie, who
has been in hiding since his book "The Satanic Verses" was
interpreted as an attack on Islam and Iranian religious au-
thorities called for his execution in 1988.

The author wrote under the pseu

donym Mohamed Rasoel

but was also known as Son of Tarzan, the stage name he uses
for his cabaret act, said ‘the court spokeswoman, who could
not be identified in ine with court practice.

Condoms for peace-keepers

TOKYO: A Japanese citizens group said on Thursday it

would distribute condoms to UN

peacekeepers in war-torn

Cambodia to prevent the spread of AIDS, reports Reuter.

Members of the Peaceboat group
later this month to hand out ]DO&J
s bi

Okamot! industries, Japan'
Many wamen from Thailand

working as prestitutes’ I'ur riomn

to visit Phnom Penh
condoms donated by

ﬂt condom mamufacturer.

ietmam were:

‘of the United Nalions

Transitional Authority mn Ca.mhodin (UNTAC), Pl:ll:tbt-t offi-

cials said.

At least 45 prostitutes were found to be infected with the

HIV wvirus that
Syndrome. they said.

causes Acquired

Immune Deliciency

Little prayer can help

HONG KONG: Where Chinese and British politicians have

failed, maybe a little prayer can help, reports AP.
An advertisement in Friday's independent Chinese-lan-

guage Ming Pao newspaper urged

all Christians in this British

colony "to pray continuously for 70 days for Hong Kong's

safety.”

"We are quite concerned about the current tense state of

Sino-British relations and its impact

Hong
als and 16 religious groups.

The ad was sponsored by the Hong Kon
Movement, a non-profit organisation that

on the well-being of the

Kong people.” said a statement signed by 31} individu-

Church Renewal
scheduled six

special mass prayer sessions next week "for Hong's Kong's

safety.”

The plea from Hong Hnn 's normally
epth of concern in this capital-

community underncurt:

apolitical religious

ist enclave over the increasingly nasty political dispute be-
tween Befjing and London over the territory’s future.

Hong Kong reverts to China in 1997, and many are con-
cerned that Beijing won't keep its pledge to guarantee the

territo

ry's 5.9 million residents "a high

degree of autonomy.”

China has objected vehemently to Hong Kong Gov. Chris

Patten's proposals to increase democ

racy here by expanding

the voter base for the 1995 legislative elections. China fears
increased democracy in Hong Kong will spark dissent at

NATO okays new

BRUSSELS, Dec 18: NATO
nations approved a new

ace-keeping role for the al-
iance under UN authority on
Thursday, saying they could
join former WARSAW pact en-
emies and other European
states in such missions, re-
ports Reuter

*We confirm today the pre-

paredness of our alllance to

support ... peace-keeping un-
der the authority of the UN
Security Council,” the al-
liance’s 16 Foreign Minister
said in a statementl at the end
of a meeting,

The alliance was limited to

peace-keeping role

the defence of its member na-
tions during the cold war.

“We are ready to share ex-
periences in peace-keeping
with [(former WARSAW pact
members) and other CSCE
participating states and to
joint them as rrql.;lt;:d in sup-

rtin c in
E?auu:: : Lﬁﬂc mt:ngnt!nur

The 52-nations Conference
on Security and Cooperation in
Europe (CSCE) includes the
United States, Canada and all
European states. But the rump
Yugoslav state is currently
banned from attending meet-
ings.

"l ean tell you. now that a
START 11 agrumnt has been
prepared for a two-thirds cut
in strategic nuclear weapons
between Russia and the United
States, and it can be signed .at
the beginning of January of  signed
next year,” he told the intel- | China
lectuals in a ballroom in the  would coneclude any
Maoyutai State Guesthouse,

day of a threec-day

country.

Immediately aflter

Yeltsin was on the sccond
visit (o

China, his first tour of the

the
speech to intellectuals, he
a joint declaration with
saying that neither side
treaties
with third countries that are

He said it took 15 years of
US-Soviet talks to achieve the
first major strategic arms
treaty, which cut nuclear

, weapons by one-third.

“To cut down by tweo-thirds
took negotiations of less than a
year, and in January, we will
sign such an agreement,”
Yeltsin said.

detrimental te Russia's or
China's "state sovereignty and
security interesis.”

The two. sides also signed
an agreement on military co-
operation and a memorandum
nFrElnl to reduce the number
of troops along the border and
strengthen rm.:tull trust.

The troop agreement said

that by the year 2000, the
numl:u:r of troops will be grad-

ually cut back to a "minimal
level.”

Russian and Chinese offli-
cials refuse to say how many
troops they have along the
4,300-kilometer (2,670-mile)
border.

Western intelligence esti-
mated the former Soviet Union
had about 600,000 troops on
the border in the mid- 1980s,
facing about 1 million Chinese
troops. Both sides have
trimmed their total armed
forces since then.

Yeltsin told the intellectuals
that America, Japan and other
major powers should not worry

that Russia and China are cre-
ating some new kind of al-
lance.

“Neither Russia nor China
plans to revive the alllance of
the 1950s.” he said.

Earlier Friday, Yeltsin held
successive meetings with
Chinese Premier Li Peng and
Communist Party leader Jiang
Zemin.

‘Emerging from a 80-minute
private meeting with Li in
which h“fln leaders brought
only their foreign ministers,
Yeltsin said they had “covered
all the problems.”

"We discussed everything
from economic to security is-
sues,” he said. "As | have al-

Russia, US to sign nuclear arms treaty in Jan

ready announced, the devel-
npmcnt of Chinese-Russian re-
lations occupies one of the
primary places in the new
Russian fo relations.”

Chinese Foreign Ministry

kesman Wu Jianmin said
the two leaders discussed
world issues, Including the
Korean Peninsula and
Cambodia.

“Both sides believed that in
today's fluctuating and compli-
cated 1::ml.hml situation,
Russia China as
members of the Ur-.-“ Security
Council shoulder great re-

sponsibility for iInternational
peace and stability.” Wy said.

UN human rights
official denied

access to Suu Kyi

BANGKOK. Dec 18: UN
Human Rights rapporteur on

Myanmar Yozo Yoketa econ-
firmed Thursday .that the
Myanmar military government
had denied him access to de-
tained opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyl, and said the junta
had given no reason, reports
AFP.

Yokoly, speaking on his ar-

rival here from visiting
Myanmar reflugees in

nﬁ::!nh add however
that trip to Yangon which

ended Ilnnd-}' hul been
worthwhile



