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Zardan'’s bail prayer

KARACHI, Dec 15: A
Pakistani court defied a presi-
dential curtailment of its pow-

ers to alive a bail
plea by the husband of
. Opposition Leader Benazir

Bhutto, reports Reuter.

"~ The Sind Province High
Court agreed to hear argu-
ments by the lawyer for Asil Ali
Zardari, an ordinance
by President Ghulam Ishag
Khan this week that bars high
tourts from hearing bail appli-
cations from those facing trial
in spectal courts for suppres-
ston of terrorist activities.

Zardari has been in prison
for more than two years facing
a string of criminal in-
cluding at least one in ter-
rorist courts.

The President’'s ordinance
on curtailed the pow-
ers of the courts for the first
time since the lifting of mar-
tial law six years ago.

Legal experts said it was the
first such erosion of the pow-
ers of the judiciary In
Pakistan's 47-year history.

“This is a malafide piece of
legislation,” Zardari's lawyer
Raja Qureshi said afier a brief
appearance before the court in
Karachi, capital of Bhutlo's
troubled home province of
*This is done for the first
time in the history of
Pakistan,”
“The whole fabric of criminal
jurisprudence has been af-

Sind HC to defy

he told Reuters. -

lccl:dldveruhf_bythluﬂl-
namnce.” '

Lahore High Court Bar
Association President Hamid
Khan condemned the ordi-

nance as a secrious transgres-
sion of fundamental rights and

civil liberties and a “fascist"
measure to deprive citizens of

- their basic rights.

The ordinance would ad-
versely affect the indepen-
dence of the Supreme Court.
newspapers gquoted Hamid
Khan as saying.

Qureshi quoted the Sind
‘court as saying its hands were
tied the presidential de-
cree, but it nevertheless set
Sunday to hear arguments on
whether it could still grant
bail to Zardari.

The court to hear
Qureshi and government
lawyers, court officials said.

Qureshi said he wanted to
argue that the constitutional
jurisdiction of the courts 1o
grant bail was still intact.

Lawyers and human rights
activists said Zardari was the
target of the decree, which

- Bhutto on Monday called "an

insult to the whole judiciary

and a blatant use of executive
force”.

Sacdasi: & fasmbier ol e

Lower House of Parliament,
was arrested in October, 1990
and has been, held in jail on

seven charges ranging from
corruption to murder.

'All govts used religion
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ge to three of its teachers
murdered in 1971 by the col-
laborators of the Pakistan
army. .
Prof Anisuzzaman gave a re-
sume of why and how religion
sneaked into the political
agenda of the power-mongers
since before the creation of
Pakistan and how it affected
the socio-political fabric of a
people reeling under the on-
slaught of economic back-
wardness.

In fine, the Professor plea-
ded for a turn-back to secu-

secularism as one of the fun-
damentals nor the incorpora-
tion of state religion into the
Constitution was made to meet

pular demand. The rulers
wished it and had it done,” he
reminded.

Invoking the April 10, 1971
Paper on Independence that
called Bangladesh a soveéreign
people’s republic, Anisuzzaman
said that the leaders of the
Liberation War repeatedly spo-
ke of a secular state. The lea-
ders included, he said, not
only Prime Minister Tajuddin
Ahmed and Acting President
Syed Nazrul Islam or Home
Minister AHM Kamruzzaman,
but also men like Khondoker
Mustaque Ahmed, the then
Foreign Minister.

The pledge was reiterated
by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in
his speech at the Race Course
on the day he returmed from
captivity in Pakistan, he re-
minded.

But from 1972 onwards,
there had been a tendency to

give political recognition
ton all religion, which, Ani-
suzzaman claimed, was

contrary to the Article 12 of
the Constitution, and also to
the values that secularism
stands for,

"We went all for proving
that secularism/dharmanirape-
kshata did not mean being in a

~ state of not having any religion.
And that's why milads were ar-
ranged in the Bangabhaban or
the Ganobhaban”, ~ _

“Then we saw recitations
from the Quran, the Geeta, the
Bible, the Tripitaka .in the
state-run radio and the televi-
sfon.”

“This was in no way secular-
ism,” Anisuzzaman argued,”
this can be called equal treat-
ment to all religion”.

All this, he said, was done
to critics who said athe-
ism was being followed.

Good times came for the

critics in 1975. "Freedom figh-
ter Ziaur Rahman gave the
anti-Liberation elements a sha-
re in the of and did
away with the Article 12 that
barred religion-based politics.
- The 1988 amendment. un-
der the patronage of General
Ershad, that made Islam the
state religion made thin
worse and virt violated

m:-lumntned to all the cit-

“Secularism was done a
with brandishing the
law — people did not . really

" architect of

react. However, when the state
religion came, people pro-
tested, but did not go too Er "
Anisuzzaman said. .

The Awami League and its
allies, the Five-Party combine,
the women activists, most
cultural and professional bod-
fes took to the streets, but the
BNP kept silent, a reminder
that the removal of secularism
from the Constitution was its
act, Anisuzzaman said.

Then. he went on to point
accusing fingers at the Awami
€, the P‘ﬂ'-rtr he w

it for secularism a
E:t;i'upﬂmipk but criticised
ng to practi rop-

erly, for reacting %E‘pﬁ
paganda that ‘bismillah would

be the casualty if the party was
voled to power.’

"Half the OIC states do not
have anything called state reli-
gion. Even countries like
Indonesia, the United Arab
Emirates or do not en-
tertain the idea of a state reli-
gion. Turkey is not only a secu-
lar state, the few articles of its
constitution can never be
amended include that of secu-
larism, "Anisuzzaman argued.

- The trials and tribulations
this nation have gone through

gion and the history
people belonging to all religion
have written in the process of
materialising the dream of an

ent Bangladesh pro-
vide the rationale for adoption
of a secular ideology, Anisuzza-
man who teaches at the
Bengali Department of Dhaka
University said.

Enemies
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independence awards.

“They are in fact playing -

with the blood of the martyrs
are distorting history

the fact ... they do
.. believe in the vic-

kﬁuﬁ
not, in

tory of the nation,” Hasina |

commented.
She said that the dreams

and aspirations of the freedom
fighters were yet to be re-
alised. -

BSS adds: Hasina categori-

.cally said that the trial of Prof.

Golam Azam and the "killers

‘and collaborators of 1971"

would be held in Bangladesh
even il certain quarters in-

tended to protect the "war |

criminals J

Participants at the discus-
sion described Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as the
sh and
ur the new generation not
l;naI::d misled Py the distortion
of history. -

The discussion was alt-
tended by AL Presidium mem-

bers Sajeda Chowdhury
MP Amir Hossain Amu as
special while it was ad-
‘dres among others by

war, Asaduzzaman Noor, Lut-
funnahar Lata, Tarana Halim

and Nurul Islam Khan.
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veyed her sincere re t to
the freedom ters who were

nt. and those who could
not attend the function. "Those
who formally received the
awards today represent the
millions of Bangladeshis who
participated in the Liberation
War”, she said.

Begum Zia said the freedom
fighters had fought not for
medals and awards but “for the
independence of the country
and freedom of the people”. It
was with this aim that people
from all parts of Bangladesh,
including the members of all
levels of ammed forces, had

jumped into the armed strug-

gle, she added.

The Prime Minister men-
tioned the relentless struggle
ol the millions, irrespective of
caste and creed, which
brought about the indepen-
dence ol the country.

"It s an exceptional honour
for those who have earned the
awards today for their bravery
in the War of Independence,
because it is an honour %lvcn
to them by the people of the
country”, she naJJxo

The Prime Minister re-
called with honour the contri-
buttons of great Ileaders
Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan

 Bhasani, Ziaur Rahman; Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman and General
MAG Osmany in the country's
liberation. |

She also recalled the con-
tributions of the unknown sol-
diers of the Liberation War and
said, "the nation will always
remember their sacrifice and
bravery with honour and re-
spect”.

Begum Zia said the spirit of
the Liberatian War was to es-
tablish an independent, sover-
eign and prosperous demo-
cratic country.

Economic emancipation
and democracy were the aims

~with which the Liberation War

was started, she said adding
that the nation has progressed
towards establishing democ-

at

| Plant quarantine desk
ZIA shutdown

By Inam Ahmed

Horticulture in Bangladesh
has become susceplible to
germs and diseases as the
plant quarantine desk has been
closed at the Zia International
Airport (ZIA) arrival lounge.

According to concerned
sources the desk has been
closed from November 11 and
since then incoming plants
had not been checked for dis-
eases or germs harmful to
country's Flora.

The quarantine desk re-
ceived plants for checking for
the last time on the same date.
On the day, the desk received
cactus imported from Hong
Kong. After that no plants have
been sent for quarantine at the
Z1A.

The decision to remove the
plant quarantine desk was
taken at an inter-ministerial
meeting in October. The
meecting presided over by the
Finance Minister observed that
“as the real objectives of carry-
ing out gquarantine practices
are not being fulfilled, the ex-
ercise would be stopped”.

However, the meting was
not participated by representa-
tives from the Ministry of
Agriculture (MOA) as they
were not invited. .

Following the closer of the
desk, the Agriculture Exten-
sion Department had enquired
the MOA about the matter. The
MOA asked the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MCA) for
clarification which in turn
asked the Civil Aviation Au-

.thorities for explanation re- *

garding the matter, sources
said. However, reply is yet to
come, according to the same
SOUTCS. ;

Al the ZIA quarantine desk,
there had been 12 quarantine
officers and an entomologist.
After removal of the desk from
the customs lounge, the team

is now examining only agricul-
tural cargo goods and issuing
Phytosanitary Export Certi-
ficate on vegetables.

During 1992 alone, the
desk checked 64 cases which
include 234 plants. Of these
40 cases of contaminations
were found with diseases like
criconesia, xipherema, cer-
cospora, dorylamoid, phyllos-
ticta, mealy bug and cep-
haloboid. Plants infected with
these diseases were brought
from India, Kuwait, Thafland,
Greece, UK, Pakistan and
Germany.

Meanwhile, scientists and
agricultural experts fecl that il
the quarantine system is not
imposed strictly, country's
agriculture may face a great
danger in the long run as for-
eign diseases will attack ¢ :
They cited the example of Shri
Lanka where “coffe rust” has
endangered the coffee export
of that country.

They further apprehended
that Bangladesh's export may
also sufler if the foreign coun-
trics come lo know that quar-
antine law is not being prop-
erly enforced here.

It can be recalled that
speakers at a workshop on
Plant Quarantine Regulations of
Bangladesh held in collabora-
tion with Danida and DBang-
ladesh Agricultural Research
Council (BARC) in April last
year stressed the need for
strengthening the guarantine
system.

At present, there are in all
eight quarantine stations at
ZI1A, Chittagong and Sylhet air-
ports, Chittagong and Mongla
Ports, Benapol, Darsana bor-
ders check posts and Nara-
yanganj River Port.

There is also a plan to sel
up stations at Hili and Patgram

racy at all levels.
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Hindu fundamentalist party yesterday.

Three killed in
road mishaps

- By DMCH Correspondent

At least three ns were
killed and 10 others injutred in

- scparate road accidents at

Mohakhali, Mirpur, Fulbaria
and Demra in the capital

A lp;nding minfbus on its

to Satrasta from Mohakhali

! i
knocked down several rick-
shaw and trian leaving

one youngman killed on the
spot and seven others

. wounded before it overturned
1 ntmr_ld!.lﬁpn:lmﬂ'duy.

Ir; another accident at

One shot dead,
7 hurt in clash
over fishing

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 15: One per-
son was shot dead and seven
others were injured in an in-
cident over fishing in a beel in
Companyganj thana of the
district today. .

According to the report at
about 7.30 am one Kala, mem-

NN Jeimon] gty
who had been g to catch
fish in Charkuri Beel for two
weeks after taking lease from
the Fisheries Department .

Sobour Ullah, 30, died on
the spot and three others re-
ce bullet wounds. The in-
ured were admitted to the

n, a bus-helper, died _Sylhet MAG Osmany Medical

| Mirpur, Section-10, an
un man was killed on
the spot ; ,;
on the spot when a minibus

ran over him at Fulbaria at
around 7 am yesterday."”

College Haspital. They are,
Wahab Ullah. Abdur Rahman,
Faruque Ahmed and Mounal.

women scream “shoot th BJ while converging near the headquarters of the

....
el
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more than, 2,100 members of
banned fundamentalist groups,
with scattered arrests continu-
ing, the government said.

The vast majority ol those
caught in the roundup which
began overnight Sunday were
members of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and the RSS,
which supported the drive to

build a temple on the mosque
site. 3

PTl says, a special police
team has been formed to ar-
rest Abdul Nasser Madani,
chiel of the banned Islamic
Sevak Sangh (ISS), the Kerala
DGP, A Subramaniam, said lo-

Madani had gone under-
ground afler dissolving the IS8
following the ban imposed on
it and four other organisations
by the centre on December 10

Honorary
commission
IS Al
and 19 Jundor

Officers have been gr
Commisston in

tively in the active list
Bangladesh Army with
from today (December 16), ac-
cording to an ISPR press re-
lease in Dhaka yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

Those Granted Honorary
Commission fn the rank of
Honorary Captain are: Hono-
rary Lieutenants Abdur Razza-
que, Artillery, Mohd Al Miah,
East Bengal, Abdul Hakim,
ASC, M A Hannan, EME and
Abdur Rab, AMC. ;

The 19 nts of Ho-
norary Commission in the rank
of Honorary Lieutenant are:
Subedar Abdul Haque

Signals, Shafiq Ullah, Signals,
Shamsul Islam, East Bengal,
Md Abdus Samad, East Bengal,
Md Shamsuddin, East Bengal,

nce, Md Nurul H e, EME,
Md Nurul Islam, EME, AH M
Monoar Hossain, CMP and
Subedar Mustafizur Rahman,
East Bengal

BSS adds: Three Honorary
Sub Lieutenants have been
promoted to the rank of Ho-
no Licutenants and seven
Master Chief Petty Offlicers
have been granted Honorary
Commission in the active list

nl’thtBuxfhdcthuﬂthc
occasion of Victory

Day.
The Honerary Sub
enants promoted to the rank
of Honorary Lieutenants are
Hony Sub Licutenants M S
UllaH (Com) BN, S K Bakhtiyar
(Com) BN and M A Wahed
(Ward Master) BN.

Besides, the Master Chiel
Petty Officers granted com-
mission and awarded the rank
of Honorary Sub Lieutenants
arc: B A Khan MCPO (X}, M M
Haque MCPO (X), O Haque
MCPO (E), M H Rahman MCPO
(E), M Selaiman MCPO (S), M
M A Howladar MCPO (Med)
and K A Razzaque MCPO
(Muse).

These promotions will
come into effect from today
(Dee 16).

Hasina
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rated. Soaring made life
miserable. Landlessness and
unemployment are rising un-
abated ... farmers are in deep
crises”, said the Awami League
leader.

She bracketed ruling BNP
with Jamaat-e-Islami and said
progressive democratic and
pro-liberation forces should
remain vigilant against con-
spiracies being hatched by the
ruling party and its collabora-
tors, forces that were defeated
in the Liberation War.

The pro-liberation forces

 should stand united to institu-

tionalise democracy and reach
the fruits of independence to
the ‘masses.

Dutchman
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being informed of the function
over telephone this week.

A Director at Bata Shoe, Hai
helped Ouderland in supplying
intelligence on Pakistan army
military operations nst the
Mukti Bahini. Oude used
to send his information to
Mukti Bahini commanders,
including Gen M A G Osmani,
the Supreme Commander.

Ouderland also helped the
Mukti Bahini materially, espe-
cially by supplying shoes to
the freedom fighters. Ouder-
land, in his 70s recently re-
tired from his long carcer as a

- Bata executive.

Bir Pratik awards were
given to those war heroes who
displayed indomitable courage
in the battlefield. The other
awards were Bir Shrestha, Bir
Uttam and Bir Bikram.

The Bir Shrestha awards
were givep to seven valiant
freedom fighters who died in
military operations against the
Pakistan army that cracked
down on on March
25, 1971.

The seven were: Capt. Mo-
hiuddin Jahangir, Lance Nayek
Munshi Abdur Rab, Sepoy Ha-
midur Rahman, Sepoy Moha-
mmad Mostala, Engineroom
Artificier Mohammad Ruhul
Amin, Ft. Lt. Matiur Rahman
and Lance Nayek Noor
Mohammad.

Though relatives would re-
ceive the awards for the seven

Bir Shresthas every year, this

was for the first time that the
government distributed me-
dals to the ts of Bir
Uttam, Bir Bikram and Bir
Pratik awards.

The Bir Uttam award of as-
sassinated president Ziaur
Rahman was received by his
eldest son Tarck Rahman.

An applause from the audi-
ence greeted Tarek as he
climbed the rostrum to receive
the medals from his Prime
Minister mother.

Lieut-
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The Midnight File

20 children among 39 killed

in Russian chopper crash
MOSCOW. Dee 15: Nearly half the 39 people kified when &
Russian military helicopter crashed in Georgia were ohil-
dren, officials sald Tuesday. The helicopter was hit by a sur
[ace- to-air missile on Monday while evacuating refugees from

Georgla » Abkhazia
dren ages 3-11, 16 women

. 1t was

three crew

the

Abkhesian Defense Ministry said. No ane s known to have

survived, reports UNB.

Large convoy of US marines

leaves Mogadishu for Baidoha

MOGADISHU, Dec 185: A first large convoy of US marines

and French loreign e
for the famine wrac
said, reports AFP.

AL may boycott
President's
Victory Day
reception
By Staff Correspondent

The Awami is most
likely to boyecott the -
abhaban reception to be
today in observance ol the
2 |1 st anniversary of the nation's
Victory Day, sources said.

The Head of the State con-
ventionally hosts the
for the country’s pum
ers, intellectuals, elite and
foreign diplomats on the
Victory Day every year.

Admitting receipt of the
President's invitation for at-
tending the reception, an in-
luential Awamd leader
told The Daily Star last night
that the party was not going to
accept the in¥itation.

Source close to Sheikh
Hasina, Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament said
that the Awami had
decided to boycott the cere-
monial function as President
Abdur Rah Biswas fatled to
play the ‘desirable role d'.l.lr'ln?
the country's War o
Independence in 1971,

PM visits ailing
B Chowdhury

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia visited Prof AQ M
Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Deputy Leader of the Jattya
Sangsad, at the Suhrawardy
Hospital here yesterday
evening, reports BSS,

Profl Chowdhury was admit-
ted to the carlier yes-
terday following heart. afl-
ments. -

The Prime Minister s
for some time beside the bed
of Prof Chowdhury

uired about his condition
rom the attending physicians.
She wished him carly recov-

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Tbne Yusufl, Social Welfare and
Womens Affairs WMinister
Tariqul Islam and chairman of
Bangladesh Red-Crescent
Socicty Shahidul Huq Jamal,
MP accompanied the Prime
Minister during the visit.

The Prime Minister also
visited the six Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal workcrs who have
been under trealment at the
Eyc Ward of the hospital.

DSE
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duction in interest rates in re-
cent months, deposits in
banks had not declined.

Many a speakers nted
out that apart from lpw re-
sponsc from investors, meagre
supply of potential securities
had been another major reason
retarding the growth of eoun-
try's stock market. ,

There are about 2,000 pub-
lic limited companics and
17,000 private limited ones
registered with the Joint Sto-
ck Companies. But only 133 of

them have been enlisted with
NSE.
Dr Mozibur Rahman of

Finance Ministry said equity
ratio should be changed so that
companies were discouraged
to go to banks for finance.
Speakers also suggested fur-
ther cut in bank interest raies
to push depositors into risk-
taking investment.

InefMicient operations in the
Dhaka Stock Exchange were
vehemently criticised by many
a speakers.

The seminar was told that
out of 195 members, only 25-
30 were active and, as a result,
trading in the DSE had be-
come incompetitive and ma-
nipulation of price become
easier.

Abu Ahmed proposed a sec-
ond stock market in the coun-
try to make DSE accountable
and transparent.

Many a speakers accused
Chartered Accountant (CA)
firms of resorting to ‘corrupt
practice while au-
dit, providing chances for
price manipulation by compa-
nics.

The Oontroller of Capital
Issues lCEI]EuI-d the
Securities Exchange Commi-
ssion, a broad-based body to
oversee Lhe operations of capl-
tal market, was soon coming
into being. It, he hoped, would
help faster reforms of the
capital market

and en- .

naries left the Somali capital today
town of Baidoha, military sources

Maj (Retd) Rafig BU
denies receiving
gallantry award

By Staff Correspondent

A number of award

ents.

The beoycotting recipients
or thetr members In
cluded (Retd) Rafiqul

Genera BU, Ma-
General Shafiullah
BU, Kader BU, Col
Taher BU, H M A Gafflar BU,

Jafar imam BB.

Major Rafiq.
announcement that son
was the award, saud
that none of his family mem-
bers were present at the func-
tfon to receive the award.

‘It was false, the an-
nouncement decetved the
people,” Rafiq told The Daily
Star over telephone.

It was not clear how many
award-recipients were absent
at the function as Radio and
TV, which broadcast the pro-
gramme live, read out 676

names at a “lightning” speed.
The viewers and listeners

were puzzled with the an-
nouncement and it was difli-
cult to distinguish “who is
taking whose award.”_~

The authorities, however,
did not disclose the number of
absentees.

Lt Col Kazi Nuruzzaman and
Mahbub Rab Sadi who earlier
rejected Bir Uttam and Bir
Pratik award respectively were
also absent at the ceremony.

Sadi, however, appreciated
holding of the long-awaited ce-
rermony by the present demo-
cratically elected government.

PM: Democracy
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of the centuries old Babri
Mosque in India, Begum Zia
said it had hurt the relf s
sentiment and values of the
Muslims. She noted with satis-
faction that the people In
Bangladesh remained calm and
maintained communal har-
mony in the face of all provoca-
tions,

The government had
strongly condentned the de-
molition of 450-year-old
mosque by extremist Hindu
fundamentalists, she said. "We
have strongly condemned the
incident and demanded to the
Indian government for recon-
struction of the Babri Mosque."

The Prime Minister said
that a government accountable
to the people had been estab-

lished in the country, "We
must protect democracy
achieved through sacrifices. |
scek your coo tion in our
efforts to stabi the demoe-
m?r}iving a resume of the

achievements of her 21-
month-old government,

Zia said per capita income
increased to 208 dollars from
170 dollars in 19980. Inflation
rate is down to 4.5 per cent

Foreign exchange reserve sur-
passed all record. Food pro-
duction set a record this year.
Export earning is expected to
exceed the target.

She said development
works, Including construction
of the infrastructure, contin-
ued unhindered. Extensive
programme has ben taken up
for expansion of the communi-
cation system. All these mea-
sures are earning confidence
of foreign Iinvestors. We are
preparing to face the chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

Begum Zia said her gov-
ernment was going ahead with
implementation of the pledges
it had given to the people and
already achieved a consider-
able success.

“Parliamen democracy
has hunm -M.r ﬂ-!u the
country. press
and unfetiered right to speech
have been ensured. The

c is now ;

Prime Minister said
that steps had also
been taken to free the econ-
omy from ruination, ndisel-
pline and corruption.
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