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Victory Day

Il the gap between plous utterings and insin-
cere actions was a measure of a nation's success,
we would have been near the top. It is

and actions exist in separate planets

are locked into orbits that are ta

them further away from one another. Otherwise,
P';:rtmd ; :h'ol)“ could observe the
nte u ay”". paying them the

highest tributes and exhuding the nation to fol-

low their examples, without stopping to think for

a moment as to why they were killed, what men-

tal makeup could stoop to a Nazi-type action, and

what we can do to counter the forces undermin-

ing the values they stood for.

As we celebrate the Victory Day, another gush
of ptous uttering will flood the front pages of our
newspapers. However, the question remains
whose victory., and whose day it is? If 21 years
ago this day marked the victory of people's well-
being over de ty. of education over illiteracy,
of a minimum health care over widespread dis-
eases, of meeting the basic needs over mass
poverty. then certainly the victory has been
empty and our celebrations of it today is hollow.

Yet the ance of the day is immense. By
defeating the enemy that wanted not only to
dominate us politically, economically and militar-
ily. but also to destroy us culturally and spiritually,
this day ensured our survival as a people and as a
culture within the borders of a free. independent
and sovereign state. This day stands as the culmi-
nation of the sacrifice of our martyrs. As we enjoy
the freedom and the pride of being citizens of an
iridependent country, we recall with gratitude
and humility the contribution of all those we laid
down their lives so that we could live free. We
also recall the contribution of India that gave
shelter to our millions of refugees and game arms
and to our Mukti Bahini, and many of
whose soldiers died in the war that led to this
Victory Day. We also recall the contribution of
other allied countries — especially the former
Soviet Union — whose help have been of im-
mense value in ensu the victory that we cele-
brate today. Our grateful thanks must also be fér
the international media that broke the story in
spite of the Pakistani military clamp down those
days. The international media continued to sup-
port the cause of Bangladesh by exposing to the
world the atrocities committed by the Pakistan
army and as such caused the ground swell of in-
ternational support for our cause. '

In the midst of all this celebrations the ques-
tion that we raised at the outset comes back over
and over again : How to make the independence
of Bangladesh more ul for the vast ma-

jority of our people? At the risk of being repeti-
tive, and almost predictable, we would like to re-
iterate our call for a national consensus on the
fundamental economic and social problems faced
by our nation. If our call was relevant at the early
stage. on the basis of the last two lz:rs experi-
ence it has becomné more relevant . “The rul-
ing party and all the opposition parties must
realise that their, ineffectual performance over
the last two years have made the critical national
problems even more acute and the need for con-

certed action more urgent.
On this Victory Day, as we remember the mar-

tyrdom and the sacrifice of millions of people,
and look back on our experience of the last two

years, we cannot but conclude that politics as we

have now, will have to give away for something
more constructive and forward looking. Even in
such a politics there will be plenty to get at each
other's throat for, but the critical difference will
be that it will pertain to what is relevant.

As we celebrate the victory of the nation, can
we not also take a step that will.brighten the
prospect of its future? "

A Breathing Time

for Yeltsin

The Russian President, Boris Yeltsin has won a
breathing time in his running battle with the
country's Congress of People's Deputies. In a
compromise deal just worked out with the legis-
lature, Yeltsin has been given four months to hold
a referendum to decide on the outlines bof a new
constitution. During the interim period, the
Russian leader can push ahead with his political
and economic reforrns. However, as a concession
to his critics, he has been forced to drop his re-
formist Prime Minister Yegor Gaidar and appoint
less controversial Viktor Chernomyrdin in his place.

If this compromise had eluded the two sides,
the tussle between conservatives-dominated
Congress and Yeltsin would have brought about a
stalemate in the country, with unpredictable con-
sequences for the most timportant republic of the
fermer Soviet Uriion. In this sense, the breathing
time won by the Russian President is also a
breathing time gained by the country.

However, the future remains uncertain. Much
depends on the outcome of the April referendum
which should decide how Russia is to be gov-
erned. It is unrealistic to expect that
Communists, now usually described as conserva-
tives, will give up their control of the Congress or
give Yeltsin a free hand to run the country
through a reform programme that the present

has virtually turned down.

The choice that lies before Yeltsin is to win
popular support in his republic and secure an af-
firmative vote from the referendum. This is pos-
sible if only he can use the coming four months to

¢ some relief to his hard-pressed people

ting a sky-rocketing inflation, shortage of
daily necessities, unemployment and, last but not
the least, a bitter cold winter. To demonstrate in
a- matter of months that an economy, based on
market forces, works better than a centralised
regulated system would bg a tough, almost an im-
possible, job for any Russian leader. Here, a mas-
sive flow of assistance from outside, especially in
the form of supply of consumer goods, could
make much dlgcl;ence. the difference between
putting the country on the road to a resurgence
and continuing with the present uncertainties.
One can only hope Yeltsin will not be let down by
his friends in the West.
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representations: economically
it means laissez faire or free

and competitive . BO-
clally it stands for freedom

thought and ssion in all
its various tHons.
We in h launched

a vallant struggle 21 years ago
for our liberation and were

able to establish a sove
and independent republic.

Twentyone years is not a
very long time in the history of
a nation. That span of time is
covered in a couple of sen-
tences in a history book. But
it is a time long enough for a
contemporary analysis and
prognosis, to forecast what
shape things are likely to take
and to adopt corrective mea-
sures if necessary.

Bangladesh is coming of
age, so to say. The deviations
and delinquencies in the body-
politic have started showing
up. It is time we took note of
them. A chronology of events
since the day of independence
will go a long way to show what
is going on within our body

1971 —Struggle for inde-
pendence. Blood bath by
Pakistani army. But most
significant of all — the role
of Razakars and Jamat-e-
Islami. This identified the
virus within our body-
politic.

. 1972~ We adopted a

NE of Winston Chur-
O chill's most celebrated

utterances was that
“jaw-jawr was better than war-
war.” '

That the heavy spray of
words can be decidedly better
than the concentraled spray of
bullets is also the message cur-
rently being spread by EC
diplomats amid the ctvil war in
the former Yugoslavia. This has
also been the view throughout
his long career of 73-year-old
Lord Carrington who, as
former Chairman of the EC
Conference on Yugoslavia, had
the task of secking common
ground in the long-running
Balkans dispute.

Most people probably define
diplomacy as a bid to find that
same common ground between
parties holding different and
seemingly irreconcilable
points of view. Lord Carrington
concedes that the definition is
as good as any, but also be-
lieves that it does not go [ar
enough.

He elaborates: “There is not
just the need for tireless effort
in seeking an accommodation.
it is equally important to be
able to judge the moment
when all sides one is dealing
with are really interested in
finding a solution. A negotiator
has to sense that the will is

there.”
Civil War

Lord Carrington adds that,
whatever the issue, a great
deal of spadework has to be
undertaken before any diplo-
matic can even start.
"With the former Yugoslavia, |
was dealing with a sovereign
country which had broken up
and was in a state of civil war.
One milestone had to be
passed before talks could even
start — and that was agree-
ment by all sides just to sit
down,

"At this point, you are very

far from even beginning to re-
solve anything. Indeed, the
various sides can be miles
apart, possible not even subsc-
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constitution and pledged

that “"the high ideals of

nationalism, and democ-

racy shall be the funda-
mental principles of the
constitution: and that *it
shall be a fundamental aim
of the State to realise
through the democratic
process a socialist society,
free from exploitation — a
society in which the rule
of law, fundamental human
rights and freedom,
equality and justice — po-
Mtical, economical and so-
cial, will be secured for all
citizen.”
1975—The nascent plural-
st democracy was
overnight changed to a
one-party presidential
system. First deviation
from our supreme com-
mitment to democratic
process.
August 15, 1976— A
of junjor and mid-
army officers toppled the
government by carrying
out bloody and crucl assas-
sination of president
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his
entire family
political leaders. Owur
pledge and promisc about
the demecratic process
was broken. For what
reason and to what end?
Remains to be seen.

* . 1977—The forces and
clements which had been
identified in '7]1 as the
anti-liberation forces
within our body-politic
staged a come back.

. 1978— Mr. Ghulam Azam
decided to come back to
Bangladesh.

+  1979— Second parliamen-
tary election of Bangladesh
under the amended 1972
constitution. The forces
opposed to the liberation
movemenl were virtually
put at par with the pro-
liberation forces. Ziaur

Rahman apparently drew *

ribing to accepted principles
with in a democracy such as
the basic need for discussion.
"That moment of success
may bec months, even years
away. And it is unlikely to

come unless the negotiator can

convince the other side that
there is fo option but to lalk.
It may be said that, once a so-
lution is found, it may not nec-
essarily be the one originally
sought. But it is one on which

all sides fecl they can agree.’
Lancaster House
‘At the end of 1979, Lord
Carrington, as Britain's Foreign
Secrctary — a position he was

Diplomacy at wol

and other-

much of his inspiration
from Ziaul Haqg, his coun-
terpart in Pakistan. Both
of them apparently shook
hands with the forces
which had opposed their
predecessors, Sheikh
Mujib & Z A Bhutte. Te
start with, they gave tacit
encouragement to relf-
gious fundamentalists,

Jamaat-¢-lslamd included.
1981 —Ziaur Rahman was
assassinated.

1982 —The Second martial
law was imposed by Gen.
Ershad. Significantly, he
also was cnsnared the
fundamentalists got
much of his inspiration
from his Pakistani coun-
lerpart.

1986— Following the
Pakistani pattern, Gen.
Ershad also reverted to
civil rule. He also ex-
ploited religious senti-
ment for gaining legiti-
macy for an fllegal gov-
ernment by resorting to
religious fundamentalism.

. 1988—Constitution was
amended declaring Islam
as state religion,

. 1990—Fundamentalism
started casting its evi]
shadows. Two hundred
Hindu temples were de-
molished and desecrated,
thus setting at naught our
fundamental principle of
religious freedom guaran-
t by Article-41 of our
constitution.

. 1991 — The election of
Bangladesh under a iIn-
terim government and
coming Lo power of a BNP
Government with signifi-
cant cooperation of Jamat-
e-Islami in the formation
el government,

The problem of Burmese
refugees. The informed
sources of Bangladesh are
aware how Lhis problem
was created in the first in-

stance. There s some
ground to detect a
between the mﬂ-ﬂ
Pakistan Jamaat-e Islamd
with Afgan refugees and
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-
Islami with the Burmese
refugees. Yet another
shadow of lundamental-
sm.

1992 — February — An at-
tack on Quadiani Mosque
in Khulna Feb/March —
question 1in National
Assembly about declaring
Puadinies as non-Muslims,
a demand out
of tune with our

ethos and wholly opposed
to our constitutional prin-
ciples and democratic

Guadian
arca in Dhaka and hurmw;
the Holy Quran, damage to
property and serfous injuries
to 15 persons. Christian habi-
tats were attacked and de-
stroyed in Cox's Bazar area.
November — Wahabi and
Sunni riots erupted in
Satkania. Attack on Quadini
mosque complex in Rajshahi.
December — Widespread
protest against the destruction
of the Babri mosque and the
resulted burning and demol-
ishing of Hindu Mandirs in
same areas and malhandling of
non-Muslim Bangladeshis.
Even on a cursory glance on
this chronolégy of events one
is driven to an inescapable
conclusion that we are drifting
away [rom our ideals of demoe-
racy and ‘fundamentalism’' {s
digging deep into our society.
Enlightened opinions in
Bangladesh seem to converge
on the view that the late Ziaur
Rahman and Ershad were re-
sponsible for rehabilitation of
certain kind of religious fun-

by Rupert Butler

sponsibility for finding a solu-
tion to the problem of Rho-
desia, but therc were none-
theless many other intcrests
who wanted to be in on the
act. | was pressed, for ex-
ample, to include the Amert-

cans, mecmbers of the
Commonwealth Scecretariat, of

Zambia, Mozambique and
South Africa. But | was abso-

Jutely firm: no one but the par-

ties direectly involved in the
Conference — the British and
the Rhodesians — would be
admitted. This not only saved

time but helped cutl out possi-

. Lord Carrington in conversation with

President Siobadan Milo-sevic during negotiations in Belgrade.

to hold until 1982 when he
resigned with the onset of the
Falkands War —, was Chairman
of the Lancaster House Con-
ference which led to the
solution of the Rhodesian
problem and the formation of
the independent Republic- of
Zimbabwe.

He recalled : "With Rho-
desia, | applied one of the first
rules of diplomacy: the need to
avoid cluttering up negotia-
tions by a presence that is not
strictly necessary or relevant.

"Britain, by virtue of being
in the Chair, had a direet re

ble areas of dispute.” .
Eastern Europe
As Secretary General of
NATO from 1984 to 1988,
Lord Carrington occupied a far
larger stage than that afforded
him by the Balkans. His expe-"
rience there and subsequent
events in easlern Europe have
prompted inevitable specula-
tion about the organisation's
future,
Lord Carrington {s confi-

',ﬁ:nt that the organisation he

headed docs indeed have
much going for it.— but as a

reconstituted body whose (u-
ture shape must be accecptable
to all and in particular to the
United States, its most power-
ful member.

He expanded: "NATO was
crecated in response to what
was scen as the threat of the
former Soviet Unfon against
west Europe. Although all that
has of course changed. | am all

for NATO being preserved with
its present ﬂfcglbcrn but at

much reduced cost and with a
lower level of armaments. It is
a valuable forum as the only
way by which the United
States as the most powerful
country can talk to f{ts
European [rends.”

But Peter Carrington fore-
sces diffliculties, not least that
some df these European coun-
tries have no wish to preserve
such a state of affairs: they
cannol accept a NATO with a
dominance, as they see it, by
the United States.

Military Structure

‘I can see no reason why
such American dominance
should continue as of right. If
there is going to be an inte-
grated military structure as
well as a political one there is,
in my view, no automatic need
for an American commander.
He could perfectly well be a
European. It is possible too
that he would have a remit to
change the structure of NATO
so that, if necessary, it could
intervene outside the North
Atlantic area. That might be in
parts of the world where there
are perceived threats — from
Islamic fundamentalism, for
example.”

Lord Carrington concedes
that such a radical change
might not find favour with all
the 16 European countries. But
he believes it could be possible
to evolve a mechanism where,
through the existing forum of
the North Atlantic Couneil,
they would have the chance to
intervene in any crisis.
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obscurantist

Fundamentalism leads to
factions and strife. The
thought ol fundamental-
fsm just mot it n and
blend with the demeocratic
thought-style.

Fundamentalism of all kinds
rejects free exchange of ideas
and thoughts. It does not let
any [resh air into the closed
doors .of the fundamentalist
philosophy. As a result, such a
philosophy is bound to stag-
nate.

in a society dominated by
religious fundamentalists,
democracy cannot flourish be-
cause in such a society the dif-
ference of opinton is heresy,
blasphemy and a
would take such a risk?
irony of the situation is that,
the religious fundamentalists
claim to extend their authority
over the most mundane and
secular spheres of life.

The Pakistan example
proves the point. The refligious

rantism in Pakistan has

not only suffocated liberal, in-
tellectual development, but has
also placed at risk the coun-
try's political and econemic fu-

ture,

1,hpnﬂ;::| they would alse have
Chance Lo opl oul, provi-
sion that wnulﬁ nhl!:intjll‘! be
welcomed by some of the
smaller countries. In other
words, a future NATO would be
a far more ad hoc affair.”

' He does, however, sound a
note of caution about conveying
to the United States any sug-
gestion that Europe would
welcome a total pull-out of the
American presence and was
sceking a form of defence out-
side NATO. He foresees such a
suggestion as giving the
Americans an excuse for with-
drawal from Europe which, in
view of that country's very se-
vere economic problems,
could prove a tempting option.

"l believe this would be a
scrious matter in view of the
feeling of very great stability
the Atlantic partnership has
engendered on both sides.
Reconstruction of NATO may
be desirable but it would have
lo be discussed very carefully.”

Closer Integration

Lord Carrington, who was in
1981, President of the Council
of Ministers of the E
Community, is conwvinced that,
as far as Britain goes, desire
for closer integration with
Europe s tempered by a per-
ceived fear of losing sover-
efgnty and submitting to a
centralised bureauc con-
trolled by the EC in Brussels.
Although he has considerable
sympathy for the latter view,
particularly in what he sees as
"petty and ridiculous Commu-
nity directives”, Lord Carring-
ton belicvés these reservations
should be approached with
caubon. )

"There is no suggestion that
the British are going to be any
way less British as a result of
becoming closer Europeans.
The problem, | believe, lies
within the British character.
Many of the British, to put it
bluntly, do not like foreigners.
They distrust them — a charac-
teristic of Right and Left of the
political spectrum.
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ged In owur

constitution that our country
shall be a democratic country,
it meant that the investment of

Let us therefore, revert
back to our original ledge of
‘Pﬂ'l fun-

damentalists have in
the afliairs of the statp. B mcld

* be disastrous. Left to their de-

vices, ours will become a
closed state. The coun really
cannot afford to bﬂ:ttIL

of their :

Back to democracy. and
down with religious fundamen-
talism. Therein lies our salva-
tion.

| Lord Carrington Reflects on Diplomacy in Europe Today

“This is also relevant to in-
ternational diplomacy. There s
a deep ingrained feeling that
lo indulge in diplomatic initia-
tive — 1o ac talk to for-
cigners — is decply suspicious
and not designed to be In the
best interests of one's own
country. It'is a characteristic,
incidentally, the British tend
to share with Americans.

This pn distrust ex-
plains very largely why Britain
is in such soul’

Eu ™

particularly hard for the
British to reconcile with their
knowledge that, deep down,
many closer ties are incvitable,
although 1 believe many EC di-
rectives need not necessarily
apply to Britain. Our own laws
can :E&uitt adequate without
the to import Community *
ones.

From the perspective of a
3lmn dealing with the

" ].ﬂl"d CHIHWI i h l.
now Chairman of Christie's
International PLC, one of the
world's leading auction houses
— foresees for the EC
within a Single Market if trad-
ing was ever allowed to be-
come “incestuous” or if a “ring
fence” was put around Europe
to exclude outsiders.

“That would run the risk of
a Community becoming too
inward-looking, each country
contemplating its own nave)
and forgefting there is a world
outside with whom it should
be trading vigorously. Provided
that danger is recognised and
avoided, trading, particularly
for Britain within the conti-
nent of Europe, could prove
both vigorous and r:nmrdl:ﬂ.

"What is needed above all —
and this applies equally to my
experiences with diplomacy —
is the basic will first to recog-
nise that there is a problem
and then to go ahead and sug-
gest how it might be solved.”
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Communal harmony
Sir, The demolition of the
Babri Mosque in India is un-
doubtedly a barbarbus act.
Although to wrongs do not
make a right, this act by the
Hindu talists has un-
fortunately triggered commu-
nal disharmony in the neigh-
bouring
damage to and destruction o
many Hindu temples. It will
indeed be a courageous act on
the of our Government to
publicly announce that all
damaged Hindu temples will
be restored. it will also go a
long way to assure the minority
communities here that we are
a country of communal har-
mony and we both preach and
practise democracy in owur
country. Such an announce-

countries, including

Letters for publication in these columns -should be
addressed to the Editor‘and legibly written or typed.
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

ment will alse strengthen the
hands of 'the Indian Prime
Minister to restore the Babri
Mosque.

A Qayyum :
Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka

Secularism and
communal
maelstrom

Sir, Apropos "The Destruc-
tion of the Babri Mosque : A
Threal to Secularism All Over
the Region” published in
December B, issue of your

| would like to thank you
learned columnist for con-
demning in unequivocal terms
the sacking and desecration of
historic Babri Mosque. This
dastardly act has outraged and

shocked all civilized commu-
nities, We wonder if the
Administration was a party to
such a heinous crimel It is felt,
they gave free reins to commit
such an act of Frankensteinism
which has eventually left pro-
fessed Indian secularism in a
shambles. Ayodhya has be-
come a microcosm of India
and its 'much touted' secular-
ism a ruse for the minorities.
While communal frenzy is
endemic elsewhere, thanks to
the genius of our peaople.
Bangladesh is almost immune
froon such a malaise. It is
derogatory to our reputation if
we invent 'forces of divisive-
ness' amongst our rank, har-
bouring design to destabilise
our social fabric. We have rea-
sons to be euphoric in this re-
gard. Ours is a compact and
cohesive society, having a firm
commitment for upholding our
sacrosanct values. We do not
have legacy of [anaticism.
Vermins virtually do not exist
in our society and ignition of
communal frenzy — has litile
possibility as such. We have
stood the litmus test of matu-
rity and decent human values.

Fulsome tribute to Indian’

brand of secularism is unwar-
ranted. Indian prototype is
anything but worth emulating a
constitution. Flouting of Indian
constitution has become a
norm rather than an exception
Indian commitment to secular-
ism is suspect as such.

Golam Nabi
Nasirahad, Chittagong

Bureaucratic fiddle?
Sir, This refers to a news
item published on 20 Novem-
ber in a popular Bangla daily. If

based on facts it reflects
serfously on the competence,

capability and adequacy of the

fu of our government.
m materials f[rom
International Red Cross are

rotting since March at
Chittagong and Dhaka. Customs
authorities have levied duties
which (s the resources
of Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society to . The solution
apparently lies with the Prime
Minister. Between the idosyn-
orcy of the Ministry of Finance
and the incompetence of the

PM’'s Secretariat much needed
malerials for offshore cyclone
protlection are rotting, while
files are moving and moving
between the devil and the
deep sea. What incompetent
people we are that we even do
not know how to receive and

utiise much needed aid! The .

basket case syndrome has
come back to roost with a

1
- lltherepurti.l-lutlturi.

then as citizens of a demo-
cratic country it is our right to
ask the authorities to explain
why much needed equipment
uired for the safety of
pﬂr people are rnltlg‘ wl&
crores of taka is wasted over

‘the shiny roads of Dhaka for

the unnecessary uﬁhrj ol
SAARC summitry. Il the
spokesperson of transparency
kindly make this issue trans-

parent?

'mmm

LComilla

Sir, In the name of market
economy, many a whim is ob-
served as being tried in the

economic arena. Markel econ-
omy in our country-should not
be made to understand in a
scnse as to parsuing a policy
which allows no protection for
the growing or infant indus-

" tries. Here market economy

should mean protection for the
desired iIndustries creating
atmosphere ol competition ini-
tially amongst thg private and

public sector enterprises,
When infant industries gain
sullicient strength to with-
stand outside competition, de-
gree of protection may be re-

‘laxed in phases in order 0 en-

sure

improvement
of the Government
permission for

lmnnim
potalo and eggs from

market will surely destroy our
mﬂwmm-ﬂlhh-
m:\mry

way market is
at present 1 and ex-

perimented s t the

»e 2
priate one, rathér it -ha:nh
tried without hww
base upon which future -

opment of the country s
largely dependent.

Imtiaz Zaved

Jheeltuly, Fartdpur



