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NEWS BRIEFS

PM addresses
nation today

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia will address the
nation over Radio and
Television on the occasion of
the Natiomal Victory Day at
7.30 pm today, il was an-
nounced here last night, re-

ports BSS.

PM to distribute
medals today

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zta will formally dis-
tribute medals among the re-
cipients ol gallantry
participating in the War of
Independence in 1971 at 9.00
am today at the North Plaza of
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban. Radio
Bangladesh will directly broad-
cast the award giving cere-
mony at 9.00 am and it will be

relayed by’ all the stations of .

Radio Bangladesh, reports 3SS.

Children's rally
tomorrow

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will take salute in
a children's march past at the
National Stadium Number 1 on
the occasion of the Victory Day
on December 16. Later the
Prime Minister will address
the children's rally at 8.30 am.
Radio will directly broadcast
this programme from the
venue and all other regional
radfo stations will relay the
programme, reporis BSS,

BNP emergen
meet tomonofvy

An. emergency meeting of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
will. be held at 7 pm on Dec-
~ ember 16 at the party's central

office here. Party Secretary
General and LGRD Minister
Abdus Salam Talukder has

requested all ministers, mem- |

bers of parltament of the pari
and other members to ntl:ni
the meeting on time.

— — L ZE. e

The nation yesterday paid

h to the martyred intel-
lectuals with fresh vows to re-

member their supreme sacri-
fice and realise their ideals.

With the rising of the sun
yesterday, the Martyred
Intellectuals’ Day, thousand
sircamed to the Martyred
Intellectuals Memorial in
Mirpur to honour the valiant
sons the soil, Martyred in the
War of Independence.

People from all walks of life
placed wreaths at the memeo-
‘rial and recalled through
speceches the glorious contri-

" tion forces in
picking up university teachers,

1399 BS,

Nation pays
homage to ¥

By !}t.aﬂ'@orrespondent

butions,

The Razakars, Al-Badrs and
Al-Shams groups, local sup-
porters ol the Pakistan oecupa

doctors, journalists, writers,
philosophers and other intel-
lectuals in the dark of the
night from December 10 until
the Victory Day, December 16
and brutally killed them in a
bid to cripple the country in-

» telligentsia.

The largest massacre was
carried out December 14, just
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emorial to place wreaths.
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Memeérial yesterday. -

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia paying homage to
martyred intellectuals after placing wreaths at ‘Mirpur

......

— Star photo

rium.

None has right to
distort Mujib's
7th March
speech : Huda

Information Minister Bar-
rister Nazmul Huda yesterday
called for consolidating the
national independence and
huilding a self-reliant nation to
show respect to the shaheed
intellectuals who had latd
down their lives for country's
independence, reports BSS,

The Information Minister
wiis speaking as the chiel guest
al a discussion organised by
Bangladesh Chhatra Kalyan
Sangstha in observance of the
Shaheed Intellectuals Day at
the Jatiya Press Club audite-

Jatiya Sangsad T'I‘IE!'II]bEl',
Maitia Chnwdhugt noted jour-

&w n. PrasMice
Chancellor of Dhaka Univer-

sily, Dr Wakil Ahmed, Presi-
dent of Dhaka Union of Jour-
nalists (DUJ) Shahjahan Miah
and President of the Sangstha
Mujib Khan participated in the
discussion.

Paying tributes to the mem-
ory of the shaheed intellectuals
the Information Minister said,

* "we shall have to project the

true history of the War of
Independence to the present
and future generations.”

He said the Awami League
lcader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
in his March 7 of 1971
speech, gave a call for non-co-
opcration movement demand-
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awards for

President Ranasinghe Pre-
madasa of Shri Lanka yesterday
said communal harmony was
prevailing in Bangladesh and
apprceiated peaceful co-
existence of the people of all
faiths, reports UNB.

“The people of Bangladesh,
a Muslim country, are tolerant
and compassionate,” Prema-
dasa told newsmen at the Zia
International Airport before
flying back home concluding a
4-day visit.

he was 'happy to see the
Muslims in this country li
peacefully together with the
people of other religions.’
Referring to his talks with
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia during the visit, Premadasa
said they held a detailed
interesting’ discussion which,
he hoped, would help stage a
successful summit in January.
I, as curréent Chairman of

e Lankan President said -

Premadasa leaves, hopes
a successful summit

SAARC, am personally satisfied
with the outcome of the talks.”

He was asked about pros-
pect of the South Asian Asso-
ciation for Regional Coopera-
tion. Premadasa appeared cau-
tious while expressing opti-
mism in this regard.

‘I am hopeful about the suc-
cess of the 7-nation forum”.
But "we are to advance gradu-
ally together to achieve the ob-
jectives,” he said, adding "if
divided, we'll fall.”

Members of the Buddhist
community here presented
Premadasa with the relics of
Lord Buddha at the VVIP
lounge of the airport. .

President Premadasa and
members of his entourage

were seen off at the airport by

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman and Begum
Rahman.

Foreign Secretary Reaz
See Page 12 Col 8

Tongue tells of |
renal failure

NEW DELHI, Dec 14: If
you suspect your kidncys are
not in working order, just
stick your tongue out and
gaze into the mirror, reports
P

If the tongue looks wvery
large, pale and bears marked
impressions of your teeth at
its edges, run to a kidney
specialist.

Also, the next time you
attack that delicious carp on
your dinmer plate, just leave

| ress on nephrology, which

its gall bladder alone. It can
given you acute renal failure,

discussion on the finer points
of dialysis procedures, subcu-
taneous injection of geneti-
cally engincered erythro-
poieting drugs and hemolytic
uremic syndrome, doctors at
the fifth Asian Pacific Cong-
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13-party anti-communal body-

demands ban on Jamaat, FP

The 13-party combine
styled ‘All-party Committee for

Communal Harmony' yesterday

demanded that the govern-
ment immediately ban the
Jamaat-e-lIslami and the
Freedom Party 'for activities
deirimental to humanity.'

The demand came in a res-
olation read out by committee
Joint Secretary Nirmal Sen at
a rally yesterday alternoon at
Bangabandhu Avenue with the
chairperson of the committee
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The resolution observed

that the communal forces in

the country had resorted to
indiscriminate attacks on

the

demolition of

tanis.
Strongly

demelition of the

Mosque, the resolution said

that there was no difference

between the Hindu militants

attacking the Mosque in India
and the communalists’ attack-

ing temples in Bangladesh.

: Both the forées use religion
to realise their parochial polit-
resolution

ical ends, the

added.

The resolution observed

that the Indian government's

s. homes and business
establishments of the minority
Hindu eommunity of Bangla-
desh while retaliating to the
Babri
Mosque in India by Hindu mili-

cund:rﬁning the
Babri

By Staff Correspondent -

failure to take timely steps had
led to the demolition of the
Mosque while the Bangladesh
government's fallure to take
adequate measures made
communalist's attacks on the
Hindu minority in the country
possible.

The 13-party Committee
demanded that both govern-
ments compensate the victims.

The All-party resolution
called upon all sections of
people to form 'all-party com-
mittees for communal har-
mony’ in all villages, thanas,
and districts and build up
strong resistance against fun-

‘dential speech termed the de-
- struction of the Babri Mosque a

heinous act and condemned
Indian fundamentalists.

She demanded immediate
reconstruction of the Mosque
and compensation to the
Indian Muslims aflected by the
incident.

Hasina said that pcople be-
longing to different religious
beliefs had unitedly fought for
the country's Independence in
1971 with a’view to living in
communal peace. But the anti-
liberation communal forces
were taking advantage of the
situation arising out of the
Babri Mosque demolition to
destabilise communal harmony

in the country, she added

Hasina, strongly accused
the government of backing
fundamentalist forces includ-
ing the Jamaat in its activities
against the minority Hindu
community.

Conducted by the CPB
[Communist Party of
Bangladesh) leader Nurul Islam
Nahid, the rally was also ad-
dressed by Khalequzzaman of

the Five-party combine, Zillur

Rahman of the Awami League,
Pankaj Bhattacharya of the
Patrietic Democratiec Front
(PDF), Afzal Hossain of the
Ganotantri Party and Lutfor

wn of the Ganotantrik
| Do

The rally was foflowed by a
peace procession that chanted
slogans for communal harmony

in the country,

The procession ended at
the Bahadur Shah Park in the
city. -

UNB adds: The committee
met at the Awami League oflice
Monday evening reviewed the
latest situation caused by
communal disturbances in the
country.

"Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina who is the Chairperson
of the committee presided
over the meeting.

The meeting discussed
formation of all-party commit-
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Away from the technical |-
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V-Day festivities begin

By Staff Correspondent

Festivities in the Dhaka
University area marked the
beginning of a three-day
Victory Day celebrations with a
call to resist anti-liberation
forces and to ban communal
politics in the country.

Combined Cultural Alliance
(Sammilita Sangskritik Jote)
organised the "Victory Festival”
al the Central Shaheed Minar,
Shapla Square, TSC and
Shahabag in the campus simul-
taneously,

The inaugural function was
held at the Central Shaheed
Minar where the alliance
the government to take
lessons from India and ban the
fundamentalists organisations.

" “The Indian government fi-
nally understood that what
kind of harm the communal
lorees can do to the country,”
Foyez Ahmed, president of the
alliance said at the function.

~ Ahmed chaired the function

addressed by Jahanara Imam,
Sirajul Islam Chowdhury and
anti-British movement veteran
Vinod Bihari Chowdhury, who
also announced the festival
open.

The three-day programme
includes drama, recitation, ex-

hibition of Liberation War doc-

uments, boeok fair, musical ses-
sion short film show and blood
donation. The jote elected
stages and stalls f[rom Shaheed
Mmar to Shahabag arcas for
the programme. -

Foyez Ahmed said that the
government had failed to un-
derstand the plan of Jamaat-e-
Islami. Jamaat was gaining
power by exploiting the gov-
ernment and waiting for an
opportune time to grab power.

Jahanara Imam said that the
government was maintaining a
liaison with fundamentalist
Jamaaj and helping it become
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On stage Natyakendra
artistes with their drama
Tuglak on DU campus
yesterday. — Star photo

Hawkers selling migratory birds in a city street ye

-------

sterday.
— Btar pheto

Poaching and selling of
guest birds continue despite

_ ' Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

Zia's directive to apply the law
prohibiting the hunting of
winter birds, witnesses said.

The number of sellers had
increased five-fold over last
month's when the Prime
Minister ordered the con-
cerned autheorities to take
stern action against poachers
and sellers, th?r said.

The PM's directive + came
lollowing a meeting with a del-
egation of the Wildlife Society
of Bangladesh November 8. So
far only one person has been
arrested for illegal hawking of
guest birds.

"l saw only one seller at
New Elephant Road early last

month. The number has now

By Asiuzzaman

increased to seven or eight,”
one witness told The Daily
Star, adding that "the number
of sellers has also increased in
other city areas.”

Netted mostly in the haor
areas in Sylhet and Srimangal,
the birds are shipped to the
capital and other major cities
where buyers can afford the
prices the sellers demand.

Prof Sohrabuddin Sarker of
the Wildlife who vis-
ited Hail Haor in Sylhet last
week said that the hers
were operating in the guise of
fishermen.

Raids by law enforein
agencymen were rare, arj
when the law enforcers did
come the hunters fled to re-
mote arcas of the haor, Prof

Sarker said.

The duck species like garg-
erny, mallard, common teal
ffom the Siberian region are
available at Elephant Road,
Manik Miah Avenue, Pantha-
path, Baily Road, Mirpur Road,
Mouchak Market areas and

some other city points.

The number of birds may
increase in late December and
in January as the winter set in
late this year, wildlife experts

. said :

A pair of Siberlan geese
sells at Tk 500 to 600.

Poachers'snares flout PM’s order

A total of 832 species of
birds are found in Bangladesh
of which nearly 200 are ;
tory, according to Prof :

He said that of the migra-
tory birds nearly 26 species
were duck, that fell prey to
poachers the most. The other
duck species are pintail,
brahminy, barheaded, shovel-
lor, common pocard, common
ruddy, shel, topted and lag-
goose, Sarker added.

He said that some five to
six lakh migratory birds come
to Bangladesh every year and
live mostly in low lands and
marshes,

Prof Sarker said that I8
species of wildlife had become
extinct from Bangladesh and
67 others were on the verge
of extinction.

e e
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Gas Transmission and Distr-

ibution Systems Limited were
working in the Distribution
Regulation Statton (DRS) in
the gas pipe line of the factory
an at one stage, al about 11 a
today, the explosion suddenly
took place.

Abu Hashim, 45 a Mtter
died on the spot. The four oth-
ers injured include Alauddin,
35; Mohammad Rafique, 45;
and Shahidul, 30. The vietim
Abul Hashim hails from
Siddhesari, Dhaka.

One murdered
In city

By Staff Correspondent

A hawker was murdered by
a gang ol hoodlums near
Kataban slum at Sonargaon
Road In the city Monday
morning.

The victim was
as Ramzan Al (18) .

Following the murder

lice arrested one Abul Kalam
alins Kala allas Kala Babul °
from Babupura slum Monday
and are looking for the other
killers, satd the investigating
police officer.

Local people said that
Ramzan — a petty 'Mastan' was
murdered as a sequel to a ri-
valry between twe gro of
gangsters reportedly b‘sp.by
Kala Babul and Badsa.

They said the murder might
have link with an incident

Babul t Badsa and Ramzan

intervened, said loeal p

Ramzan’s relatives said that
one Anwar called Ramzan from
is Islamnagar, Keraniganj
residence and took him to
Kataban slum at around 7 am
Monday.

Eye witnesses said that a
group ol gangsters including
Kala Babul, Shahjallan and
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21 hurt as BNP,
BCL activists
clash in Pabna

PABNA, Dec 14: At least 21} -
people were injured at
Sujanagar on Sunday night in a
clash between workers of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) and Chhatra League --
the student wing of Awami
lL.eague, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the elash en-
sued aflter some Chhatra
League workers allegedly
passed derogatory remarks
about the BNP Chairperson.

Chhatra League activist
Saiful Islam (19) was admitted
to Pabna Sadar Hospital with
.:zuua injury, hospital sources

Nine others belonging to
both the groups who m'ﬂ-
mitted to Sujanagar Health
Complex with wounds are:
Azizul Hugq Babu (18), Abdul
Khaleque (26), Ansar Shikder
(18), Mustag Hossain (285),
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Indian High
Commission
library closed

By Staff Correspondent

The Indian High Commi-
ssion in Dhaka has indefinitely
closed its library and reading
room at 79, Motijheel Comme-
rcial Area which was burnt by a
mob on December 7.

According to a 8 re-
lease, the Indian H Comm-
ission said: On the alternoon of
Monday 7th December, a mob
looted and burnt the premises
of the High Commissipn of

identified

india at Motijheel, which
housed the library and the
reading room.

it sadd, apart from equip-
ments, furniture and fixtures,
an estimated 30,000 books
were burmt, among them sev-
eral priceless and {irreplace-
able volumes.

The prebs release added, a
well-stocked library that has
catered for the needs of stu-
dents and general readers for
nearly forty years has been

destroyed.
The Indian High Commi-
ssion., therefore, v

declared the i for
an indefinite , 1t sald,



