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Thrust into Somalia's interior

US marines swoop on

military airbase

MOGADISHU, Dec 13: More
then 200 US Marines swooped
on a military airbase In
Somalia’s interior to se-
cure it for the US armed
intervention to get food to the
starving, a spokesman said .

It was the Marines’ first
thrust into Somalia's lawless
and famished interior -since

tz reached the capital on

Marine Licutenant Colonel
Fred Peck said 230 Marines
had taken off from Mogadishu
in 12 , with an es-
cort of Cobra helicopter gun-
ships, to secure the airfield at
Bali Dogle, about 160 km (100
miles) from the tal.

Bali Dogle is ely to be
used as a staging post to se-

cure reliefl operations for
HRaidoa, du Somalia's City
of Death.’

Peck said the Marines had
teken food supplies with them
te Bali Dogle after receiving
reports that large numbers of
Somalias had gathered therc
waiting to hand in their

=

“The e¢lders are gathering
the men and trying to arrange
the turmover ‘we're fed

‘We put omr rice and flour so
we would have something to
give in gratitude’

He said the Marines would
secure the airfield for troops
from the US Army's 10th
Mountain Diviston.

Another military spokes-
man, navy commander Jim
Kudla, said advance elements
of those troops could start
arriving in Bali Dogle as carly

as tomorrow afternoon.

Some aid workers
have criticised the US-led
armed intervention in Somalia.
dubbed Operation Restore
Hope, for moving too slowly to
save thousands of starving
people in Baidoa and other
towns at the mercy of looting
gunmen.

Peck would not say when
the operation would move on
to Baidoa. ‘We are not going to
say in advance when we are go-
ing in there', he said.

50 Pak

families likely to

be repatriated Dec 31

After of in
b wsrd gl o g oy
in Ba , some of the

stra Pakistanis will move
for their cherished homes in
Pakistan on December 31
when the first batch of 50 fam-

ilies are expected to be repa-,

triated.

Chief Minister of Punjab
Ghulam Haider Wyne is likely
to come here on December 30
to begin the process of their
long-awaited repatriation, in-
formed sources told UNB vyes-

The Pakistan rnment
had promised to take. 3,000
families by December this year
when Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia visited Islamabad
last August. |
"The month of December
will not go blank without
repatriation,” said Punjab Chief
Mimister Wyne when a delega-
tion of the Biharis led by
Nasim Khgn met with him on
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
during his day's wvisit te

on Saturday. Sharif,
during his sojourn in the capi-
tal, also reiterated his govern-
ment's commitment to repa-
triate the stranded Pakistanis.

When contacted, Nasim
Khan told UNB that his talks

15 fishermen
families’
houses set

ablaze in Feni

FENI, Dec 13: Houses of at
least 15 families of fishermen
were torched and 5 in-
jured in a mob attack Sat

night in Chhagalnaiya thana,

ce said, UNB.
Some elements at-
tacked Jelepara at village

Panua at about 11:30 pm in
backlash to the demolition of
ancient Babri at
Ayodhya in India.

The injured fishe rmen took
first aid. ;

Police Superintendent Sir-
ajul Islam visited the spot this
mormning. :

.In another incident, some
protesters set fire to Kal-
imandir (temple)] at An-
darmanik village in the same
thana and the same night.
Local people rushed to the
spot and extinguished the fire.

Mcanwhile, an all-party
meeting was held at the
DC office for maintaining law
and order and communal har-
monv in the district.

One held for
= (] ] -
kidnapping
girl 1n city
Police yesterday arrested
Anisur Rahman from his
: house for his alleged
involvement in kidnapping a
girl on Friday, reports UNB.
Shamina Sharmin alias
Jhumu was reported kid-
napped by a group of young-
men from near ﬂﬂplhh:ﬁ
mosque Friday afternoon w
she was going to Siddeswari by
a rickshaw.
Jhumu's guardians filed a
case with Sutrapur thana
t Anisur Rahman in con-
nection with the kidnap.
Police early yesterday ar-
rested Anis from his resi-
dence, but Jhumu's where-

abouts were not yet known. °
The girl is a neighbour of

Anis, police said.

with the Punjab Chief Minister
on repatriation was fruitful.
He said they (the stranded
Pakistanis) want implementa-
tion of the Pakistan-
Bangladesh joint communique
issued -during Prime Minister
Begum Zia's visit to Islamabad.
Khan, the chief patron of
the Stranded Pakistanis Gen-
eral Repatriation Committee

[SPGRC), said the first batch of
850 families will be drawn from
Adamije Nagar camp. They will
be taken first to Okara,
Mianwaili or Walton in the
Punjab before being finally
rehabilitated fn Mian Chunnu

.in the same province.

10 injured in
police-mob
clash at N’'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 13:
Police lathicharged and tear
gassed a procession that at-
tacked two swectmeat shops
in the town while protesting

the demolition of Babri

‘'meat shop

Mosque. At least ten persons
were injured in the incident.

Supporters of Maijlis
Hefazate Islam brought out a
procession at 4 pm in the
town protesting the Babri
Mosque demolition and also
the manhandling of Maulana
Azizul Haque, president of
Khelafat Majlis.

When the militant proces-
sion reached Ukil Para, it at-
tacked Sonai Ghosh Sweet-
. Police immediately
resorted to lathicharge and
dispersed the ob.

Later, the processionists
reached Kalir Bazar where they
attacked another sweetmeat
shop. Police used tear gas to
disperse the mob.

The processionjsts then
gathered In front of the
Bangladesly Jute Association
office and started brickbatting
the police contingent. :

Police lathicharged
the mob. After the incident,
the procession broke up.
However, no one was arrested.

4 killed in

Jessore

road mishaps

JESSORE, Dec 13: Three
people, including two broth-
ers, were killed and three oth-
ers injured when a truck
cras on a rickshaw van on a
road here today, reports UNB.

Mian (20), his brother
Monob (12) and Akhter (12) of

willage Panchbaria in the sadar

thana died instantly.

injured van puller Sohrab
(22). Saharun (19) and Muntaj
(28) were admitted to the
sadar in critical condi-
tion.
Police said the accident oc-
curred when the van with pas-
sengers was rammed by a
speeding truck from behind at
Amtola at around 5 pm.

The truck sped away after

the van.

Within only around an hour,
another killer truck rammed
another rickshaw van near the
central jail in the town, killing

I

|

its Fuller Abdul Khaleq (40)

on the spot at 6:30 pm.

Police the truck and
arrested (ts' driver, Rabiul
Islam (S0).

Se cases were filed in

connection with the two acci-
dents and all the four dead
were sent to the morgue.
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| Shri Lankan President

civilisation at Paharpur in Naogaon yesterday. .

Premadasa

_ From Page 1 Col 8
Buddhist Paal Dynasty in
Bengal.

The Shri Lankan President
later visited the arc
museum of Paharpur which put
on display various historical
antiquities, images of Lord
Buddha, Buddhist gods and
goddesses and terracotta
pieces symbolising the folk art
of the ancient Bengal.

Later, President Premadasa
flew to Mahasthangarh in the
district of Bogra to witness the
riins of ancient Pundranagar.

On his arrival he was re-
ceived by GOC 11 Infantry
Division Major General
Sadequr Raman Chowdhury
and greeted by a large number
of school children.

The President visited the
Mahasthangarh Museum which
housed the relics of Hindu,
Buddhist and Muslim civiliza-
tions of ancient Bangladesh.
Premadasa took keen interest
in looking at the historical ob-
jects excavated from the ruins
of the ancient Pundranagar
which had ils existence from
the third century BC till
15/ 16th century AD.

The President was accom-
panied by, Shri Lankan Foreign
Minister Harold Herat and
members of the delegation.

Later, he attended a lun-
cheon hosted by Major General
Sadequr Rahman Chowdhury
in his honour.
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Bosnian Serbs to end the

Bosnian war and condemned
‘acts of unspeakable brutality’

against Bosnian Muslim women
in detention :
French Francois

Mitterrand announced late on
Saturday that his country
would ask the United Nations
to authorise enforcement of
the no-fly zone over Bosnia.

Mitterrand's statement at a
news conference followed an
announcement by US
Secretary of State Lawrence
Eagleburger that the outgoing
Bush administration was now
also ready to back use of force
against Serbian aircraft violat-
ing the no-fly zone.

The French move went
further than the EC summit
ending on Saturday, which
mentioned violations of the no-
fly zone and said the UN

. Security Council should exam-

ine the situation in the t of

 its Resolution 786 of October ¢

which provided for possible
enforcement. '

Ministers said Serbia's
lcadership and the Bosnian
Serbs shred primary responsi-
bility for the war in Bosnia.

separate
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Ceasefire in Bosnia
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Ranasinghe Premadasa visiting the historic site of Buddhist

— PID photo

said, "the [(summit) is appalled
by the systematic detention
and rape of Muslim womcen, It
strongly condemns thesc acts
of unspeakable brutality, which
form a deliberate strategy to
terrorise the Muslim commu-
nity in Bosnia.”

The ministers said those
responsible for atrocities
would be brought to justice
and u the immediate clo-

surc ol all detention camps,

éspecially those for women.

The draft said dame Anne
Warburton, 65, d former
British ambassador and now
president of a Cambridge col-
lege, would be sent to investi-
gate cases ol rape. Irish diplo-
mats said Irish Foreign
Minister David Andrews would
go also.

The summit text saf
Serbian authorities bore equa
responsibility for fomenting
the conflict and failing to use
thetr influence to curb f1t,

The ministers said more ac-
tlon was needed to protect
civilans in Besnia through the

development of safe areas, and

by providing refuge in EC
member ‘states for particularly

vulnerable categories of

part of the text  refugees.

A policeman reads a newspaper in front of a signboard at the

fundamentalist BJP in New Delhi yesterday.

Sangskritik Jote
Victory Day
~ festival begins
today

By Staff Correspondent

Vie Day ' festival, 1992
organ by Sammilita San-
=gskritik Jote will begin at the
Central Shaheed Minar at 3:00
pm . -
it will be inaugurated by
eminent fighter in anti-British
movement, Vinod Bihari.

A discussion meeting will
be held on the occasion. It
will be participated, among
others, by Barrister Syd Ishtiaq
Ahmed, Jahanara Imam, Dr
Ahmed Sharif, Shahmsur
Rahman and others. :

The festival that will remain
open until December 16 will
also include dramas, recitals

and exhibition on the Libe-
ration War. -

350 prisoners
rele '

rnment or-
of 350 prison-
65 under-trial

The
dered re
ers including

prisoners on the occasfori of

the Victory Day this year, re-
poris BSS. :

A directive was issued to
withdraw, detention orders
after reviewing the cases of
285 persons who were de-
tained under Special Powers
Act of 1974.
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pera ol the Bhaniv? Sk
Party wore black ribbons to
protest the arrest of their two
most senior leaders last week
on charges of inciting violence.

The BJP after downscaling a
“Black day’ protest, announced
lans to defy the law with a

rge demonstration tomor-
row, g to AFP.

Party meémbers are being
summoned to protest outside
the Pakistani High Commi-
ssioner (Embassy), BJP said.

A spokesman for the
in the tal, a BJP strong-

hold, he hoped at least
10,000 supporters would
gather in de of a tempo-

rary order banning the assem-

bly of four or more rcnt le,
Iy"l'l'u: BJP's ‘black day'
protest against the of
the VHP and the RSS, was at
the last minute moved from

the streets to fundamentalists’
premises to avoided
police,

a confrontation wit
the party said.

PT1 from Delhi adds: The
investigations in to the demoli-
tion of the Babri Masjid at
Ayodhya by Karsewaks has
been handed over to the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), aceording to an official
spokesman here,

The spakesman said the
Centre had taken the step in

hEHdl]llﬂr.l.‘.F!‘:ﬂld;li‘ “t,h!; ‘I'Ii.nt:iu |

700 held in India

consultation with the Uttar
Pradesh administration. A case
in this re has already been
regist in the Ram Janam

fce slation at Ayodhya.
The Indian gnmnywnt will

rebuild in one¢ ycar's time the
16th-century mosque razed by
Hindu zealots, Defence Minis-
ter Sharad Pawar has said.

Pawar told a news confer-
ence Saturday in Bombay that a
Hindu temple for the Lord
Rama would also be built in the
northern Indian holy town in
the same time span, the
Pioneer and other newspapers
reported Sunday.

Persecution
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thana where some
40 lies were attacked and

90 houses set on fire by [anatic
clements.
The Awami Leaguc

President distributed relefl

materials among the affected

Addr gathering at

ressing a 2

Lebukhali, ':Il':lhn accused the
communal forces of serving
their dirty political interests
by fomenting communal ten-
sion.

She called for maintaining
communal harmony in society
pnd anid these evil forces must
be resisted by all means.

Mujib's policies
can help build

an ideal state’

Participants at a discussion
on “The Dream of Bangs-
bandhu. Independence and our
Wh'ﬂﬂd-yr“'

Eing a greater u
among mmg
to maintain communal har-

mony in the country,
e ry, reports

Held at the Ba
Bhaban the function
presided over by :n'ltlnll
chairman Begum Sufia Kamal
and was addressed by Deputy
Leader of the Opposftion in the
Jattya Abdus Samad
Azad, Col Shawkat AN
MP, Justice K M Sobhan,
Advocate Shamsul Hugq
Chowdhury, Prof A Joy Roy,
Nurul Islam Bhandart, Golam
and

in a
by Hindu fanatics nm
the people to help maintain
communal harmony in the so-
ciely.

Paying homage to
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman for his contribution in
the stru for the
dence of the country, they
said, the ifmplementation of
the policies as enunciated by
him could help build the coun-
try as an ideal state.

Abdus Samad Azad in his
speech deplored the demolt-
tion of the historic Babri
Mosque and said the world
humanity would never forgive a
section of Indian leadership
for its faflure to protect the
historic mosque from destruc-

Likewise. he regretted, our
leaders have also failed to pro-
tect the life and property of
the people in the country.

1 tion.

In her presidential speech

. Begum Sufia Kamal said thm lll

was o great defeal on the part
of Indian leadership in its faifl-
ure to protect the 168th cen-

tury mosque,
She also expressed her

hope that the right minded
people everywhere in the sub-

"fontinent would come up at

this moment of crisis to estab-
lish peace in the region.
She urged the new
tion to imbibe themselves with
the spirit of Bangabandhu
Shefkh Mujibur Rahmanh for
building into an
exploitation free, happy and
prosperous country, where
people of all faiths and convie-
tions would be able to live in
full human dignity.

Pourashava

Scr Mage 12 Col 5
pointed to conduct the ¢lee-
tions. Additional Distriect
Magjstrates of 57 districts will
discharge duties as returning
oficers,

The election schedule alse
carried prescribed criteria for
cligibility of pourashava chair-
man and commissioner can-
didates.

As per the Pourashava
Ordinance 1977, a candidatc
must be a citizen of
and enlisted as voter of the
concerned ward /pourashava
and must be 25 years of age or
above.

The ordinance says a per-
son who is insane or bankrupt
or has lost his citizenship or
accepted citizenship of and
cxpressed allegiance to any
foreign country or suffered at
least two years imprisonment
in a criminal case and not
passed five years or more in
certain cases afler release will
not be qualified for election.

People serving in any post

of profit, contractors, suppli-

ers and dealers appointed bﬁ
concerned pourashavas as we

‘as bank defaulters have also

been barred [rom contesting
the elections.

One cannot contest for
commissioner and chairman
posts at the same time or for
more than one post of com-
missioner.

Nomination papers of all
candidates who fall short of
fulfilling the requisite merits
will be cancelled.

AL: Bill
EﬂmElerE ]!JE;I!I!‘; leader
during the visit.

Later in a press conference
at the local Circuit House the

leaders held the administra- .

tion responsible for the unto-
ward ihcidents in the areas.
Accusing Jamaat-Shibir,
Freedom Party and Jubo
Command of spreading com-
munal vielences in the coun-

families.

The leaders also visited the
affreted areas of Svnamgany
district yesterday (Saturday).
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UN may okay operation

in Mozambique today

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 13 The UN Security Councdl s

- expected to approve

, authorising the

people 1o monttor
cord, reports AFP.

Students observe
hartal in Pabna

PABNA Dee 13: An cight-
hour hartal was observed to-

day by an all- students
unity in Santhia the
cancellation of centre
at Santhia College and

de s of 164 students of the
mﬁ.mum

Campus sources said vehi-
cles were off the roads and
shops were closed during the
hartal hours that began from 6
am.

Angry students brought out
a procession © slogans
for the restoration of the cen-
tre and the degrees of the 154
students. also gheraoed
Thana Nirbah!i Officer
Amanullah at his office at 3 pm
for about two hours.

Students that the
cancellation order came
a “false” report of the
about the centre.

Hasina

From Page | Col 4
country.

She said, with reflerence to
the murders of the nation’s
colebrated intellectunala on the
eve of e in De-
cember 1971, that the fun-
damentalist Jamaat-e-Islami,
its students wing and their
noterfous killers grouped as
the Al Badars and Razakars —
had murdered all our intellec-
tuals just to cripple the Bengali
nalion.

Hasina demanded imme-
diate actions by the govern-
ment  against killer grou-
ps. who, she alleged, have
onece again started conspiring
against the nation.

In this context, she reiter-
ated her demand to try Jam-
aat-¢-1slamt Ameer n
Azam as a war criminal
implementing the four-point
agreement with the gov-
ernment of the parliamentary

opposition.

Awami will hoist
black in all its party of-
fices in country at 6 am
today and flay the national flag
at hall mast. The leaders
and supporters wre-
aths at the of Bang-
abandhu Shefkh Rah-

at the Mirpur Monumcni.

All party committee
: lEum L 1 Col 8

take steps for stop-

page of evil activities of the

communal forces in

:ﬁ PDF also demanded

that the governmient ensure
punishment to those involved
in attacking temples of the
Hindu community and
ransacking the offices of the
secular political partics in the
country. '

17 hurt \
From Page |1 Col 6
sacked roadside shops and
ing on the road near Gulistan
Cinema at around 5:00 pm
ey witnesses said.

immediately baton
c and tear-gassed to
disperse the clashing students.
Our DMCH correspondent
reports: Two madrasa stu-
dents, Habibullah and Masudur
Rahman were admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH). Habibullah's
condition was stated to be
critical.
Seven other madrasa stu-
dents were given first aid at
the DMCH.

Day of tragedy

From Page | Col 4
intellectuals. | pray
for salvation of their departed
souls.”

The Prime Minister said

the intellectuals h:dl;tl-nh:rﬁ
the people with spirit
with their intel-
lect and writings, she said
"we have achieved the
independence through
“This self-sacrifice of tl":
fllustrious sons of the soil
independence of motherland
will 1: :—u_'n of in-
us.
spiration e e

of democracy in the country al-
ter a long ﬂruec. she
stressed the nced for united
efforts of all 1o safeguard na-
ttonal 11 lependence and

sovereignly and consolidate

democracy lor ensuring peace,
happiness and prosperity of

the masses

ﬁ%__*
implementation of the October pemce ac-

Ryt

Police asked to

arrange special
patrol on highway
Inspector

pc Indians

From 1 Col 7
famed religious passions

armmss the country.

The poll found 78 per cent
of those questioned felt that
India s image abruvad had wors-
ened as a result of the
demolition and the H -
Muslim riots which followed.

silver lining In & week of
gloom,” said analyst Pran
Chopra of the New Delhi based

i ty of

"A

Hm%
country are secular. It is time
now for sflent secular

to assert themselves tell
communalists that we will not

accept the message of hate,”
said Chorpa. |

As the violence ebbed and a
curfew was lifted in morc ar-
cas, the ruling'Congrcss Parly
ot mh::mn
ning peace

"We. are ting back to
normal, but our fin-
gers crossed,” a government
official said.

Intellectuals Day

Frum Page |1 Col 3

day. The S Academy,
Bangla Academy, NAP
(Bhasani), Jatiya Janata Party,
Private Medical Practioners
Association, Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote and five party
alliance have drawn up sepa-
rate programmes (o obscrve
the day.

Editorial on page 4

Aid utilisation

From Page 1 Col 3
the implementations, sources
said .

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment is now making a list of
the implementing s
and divisions ing to
their rate of aid utilisation.
Those ministries an
aid utilisation rate of below
five per cent, would be asked
to hasten their activities.

Till now, ten agencies, be-
low the bottom line in aid util-
isation, have been identified

they said.

saying,
After shocks around every
five minutes rescue

work until mid t Saturday,

Nai said.

Most people remained
from their homes to avo
falling beams and spent
Sat night outside in open

arcas without tents in a pour-
pical ‘
The quake destroyed gov-

ernment buildings, schools,

mosques, churches and shops
in Maumere and Larantuka on

tres (19 miles) southwest

Maumere, which has a popula-
ton of 40,000,



