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OAS plans to

suspend
army-ruled
members

WASHINGTON, Dee 13: The
Organization of Amecrican
States [OAS) is preparing to
change its charter to allow
su of members if a
democrattie nment Iis
ousted in a military coup, re-
ports AFP,

The suspension would be
invoked only as a last report af-
twm avenues are
¢ according to a draft
of the resolution to be dis-
cussed in an OAS Foreign

Ministers meeting Monday and
Tuesday.

The OAS approved anti-
coup measures at a General
Asscmbly meeting in June
1991,

said police
outburst of Hindu-Muslim violence in
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BOMBAY, Dec 13:
thirds of those killed in r:li-
glous rioting in India in the

t week were Muslims,

fence Minister Sharad
Pawar sald on Saturday, re-
ports Reuter.

Pawar told reporters in

the death toll from ri-
that broke out after
zealots tore down a
mosque in the northern town
ol Ayodhya on Sunday stood al
1.087.

"The death ratio between
Hindus and Muslims was one
o two,” he said.

The rmment said on
Saturday the unrest had eased
bul some parts of the country
were still tense.

The US human
ganisation Asia Walc

otin
lHindu

ts or-
asked

I.hnlthrlthck;u

planted on a car wounded by Yaspar
of the Indian Embassy, went off

around 8 pm {1800 GMT), Anatolia said.
The car was parked in front of the diplomat's residence in

the affluent district of Cankaya. The explosion

shattered the

windows of the building, the news agency said.

Tunisia to join UN force: runsias o

send an army unit and a medical team to
Somalia charged with protecting

the UN force in
shipments from

gunmen and looters in that starving nation, AP reports from

:

An announcement from the office ol President Zine El-
Mmﬂullﬂdﬁmtspuﬂyhnwmy?unhﬂm%mh-
volved in the operation or provide

International

Asia Watch demands to probe securitymen's iInvolvement

the government to investigate
ﬂmuﬁm that police julnnd

Muslims
in the six d-yl lf sectarian
clashes.

Pawar rejected complaints
that security forces had failed
to act quickly. "Milllons of
people saw the mosque being
demolished on BBC and CNN
and their anger was uncontrol
lable. The security personnel
did their best,” he said.

Asia Watch said in a state
ment: "the government
should... undertake a full inves-
tigation of reports that police
and other security personnel
may have participated in the. ..
riols or en in summary
executions... of Muslims in
their efforts to put down the
violenee.”

Indta’s Muslim I.cagm waas
one of the several groups lo
accuse the country's . largely
Hindu police of targeting
Muslim. Senior opposition
peliticians supported the alle-
gation, saying the strife had
kindled passions in police
force throughout the over
whelmingly Hindu nation.

India has more than 100
milllon Muslims among fts
870 million population, 82 per
cent of which is Hindu. It is

the world's second largest
Muslim community after
Indonesia s

"Almost 80 to 90 per cent
of the killings across Uttar

Pradesh have been of Muslims
with police buliets,” Former
prime Minister Vishwanath

Pralap Singh of the centrist
Janata Dal party wid Reuters.

Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao had ordered an
inquiry into the violence, in-
cluding allegations against gov-
ernment emp

New York- A.lil Waltch
condemned the demolition of
the 16th century Babri Mos-
que, saying policemen stood
aside to allow a five-hour
frenzy which reduced #t to
rubble.

In its place Hindu militants
built a small, tem shrine
to their Warrior-Ged Lord
Rama.

"The Asia Watch demand is
late by several days,” a gov-
ernment spokesman said. “The

government is alrcady looking
into all aspects of the issue,
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it said only that an army unit Mnt *reinforced by
a medical team.”

Tunisia had said earlier it was prepared to take part in the
multinational force, led by the United States.

Tremor shakes Venezuela: i car;
tremor shook western Andean city Saturday, but no injuries
or damage were reported, authorities said, according to AP
from Venezuela.

The epicentre of the tremor, measuring 4.9 on the Richter
scale, was in an area known as Paramo de los Conejos, about
25 kms (15 miles) north of Merida, officials said.

The Richter scale is a gauge ol the energy relcased by an
earthquake, as measured by the ground option recorded on a
scismograph. A quake of magnitude 5 can cause considerable

damage.

Robert Rex dead: oneof the south Paciiic's

longest-serving lcaders, Niue Premder Sir Robert Rex, 83, has

MOSCOW: Russian President Bornis Yeltsin (L) and
Parliamentary Chairman Ruslan Khasbulatov shake
hands in the Congress hall on Saturday after the Congress
of People's Deputies approved a compromise reached
between the two, calling for a nationwide referendum on
the Russian constitution April 11. Deputies voted in favour
541 to 98, — AFP/UNB photo

Irnt:budin; allegations against
police ”

The destruction of the
mosque incensed the lslamic
world. In neighbouring Pa-
kistan Hindu temples were
destroyed and crowds ran
sacked the home of the Indtan
consul-general in Karachi.

In the Gull state of Qatar

ministry officials said
mlm of the mosque
was a challenge of Islam.

K R Malkani, Viece-
President of the Hindu revival-
ist Bharatiya Janata Party, ac-
cused Rao of [ailing to protect
Indta s intercsts abroad and of
yielding o Islamic pressure.

‘When the question of na-
tional honour is concerncd and
when there is blatant interfer-

IBenaz:rnamesZardan
to talk with govt

- e—=

ISLAMABAD, Dec 13: Pa-
kistani opposition leader Be-
nazir Bhutto on Saturday
named three jalled men, in-
cluding her husband, as media-
tors to talk to the ment
about a proposed conference
between the two sides, reports
Reuter,

But she said in a letter to
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharifl
that the "all-parties confer-
ence” which he proposed must
discuss the opposition’'s de-
mand for the resignation of his
25-month-old government and
fresh elections under a neutral
administration,

Political sources said
Sharil's negotiating team was
unlikely to agree to meet
Bhutto's husband Asil Al
Zardari and the two other
posed mediators, all of
deny the criminal charges

against them.

Sharil invited opposition
parties to a meeting last
Thursday to formulate what he
called a national strategy to
dcal with the situation created
by the destruction of an an-

cicnt meosque in India by
Ilindu revivalists last Sunday

Bhutta's Pakistan Pl:upl;z'n
Party (PPP) and most other

opposition groups stayed away

from the meeting and held
their own conference to de-
mand Sharil's resignation.

Sharif said the door re-
mained open to talks with the
opposition and named a two-
member commitiee to estab-
lish contact.

Bhutto's letter, copies eof
which were released to the
press, said: "National unity
cannot be achieved unless ob-
stacles to democracy and hu-
man rights are removed”.

She called for an end to the
"economic and pelitical victim-
isation of political opponents,”
and repeated her demand for
an interim t to be
set up to hold fresh elections.

The opposition says Sharif's
Islamic Democratic Alliance
rigged elections held in
October 1990 aflter President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan sacked
Bhutto as on disputed
charges of misrule. The gov-
ernment denies the charge
and says it will complete its
five-year term.

Zardari has been in jail
since October 1990 while
Bhutto and several of her for-
mer cabinet ministers flace
Irial before special tribunals
cmpowered to disqualify them
from parliament.

Russia holds
referendum
o AT

died, New Zealand Prime Minister Jim Bolger said Sunday,

AP reports from Welington.

Rex died on Saturday. The cause was not made public. He
had been premier of the tiny island state since it was granted
scll-government from New Zealand administration in 1974.
Since then he had worked all Cabinet positions.

Bolger said the South Pacific had lost a
had formidable political skills and was much loved,”

said .

"He
Bolger

great leader.

Niue [pronounced noo-ch) is a tiny island of 260 square
kilometers (100 a?uan: miles) about 2,400 kilometers (1,500

miles) northeast

Wellington.

Algerian cop killed in violence:

Three school children were wounded and a

policeman killed

in a hit-and-run attack last weck in suburban Algiers, police
said Saturday. A homemade bomb exploded the same day at a
cincma but caused no serious injuries, AP reports from

Algiers.

The attack Thursday that injured two girls and a boy, ages

five, e
falling victim to a terror cam

ight and 10, was the [irst known incident of children

blamed on Islamic extrem-

ists. They were by standers, accidentally injured in an attack

on a policeman.

It was one of four such attacks carried out on three suc-

cessive days

last week, between Wednesday and Friday, which

killed a police chiefl and three officers despite a renewed

drive
am cu

nst Islamic extremists, capped by a 10:30 pm to 5
that went into effect Dec 5.

Cuban dissident beaten u

Sanchez, Cuba's leading
a Havana military

dissident, regained consciousness in
clinic Saturday 48 hours after he was beaten

by either Cuban police or pro-Castro vigilantes, a Cuban exile
group said, AP reports from San Juan.
Sanchez had "traumas all over his body and face and his

blood pressure was skyrocketing,” said Ange

|1 Padilla, leader

of the Puerto Rican chapter of the Cuban Committee for
Human Rights and National Reconciliation, quoting Havana

SOUTrTCes,

Sanchez 49, was beaten Thursday by Cu m“pulic: or "rapid

action brigades” — government-organized

fan vigilantes.

Family members were able to visit him briefly at the Carlos F

said.

UK-Argentine
talks end

without accord

BUENOS AIRES, Dec 13:
Two days of talks ended on
Friday night without agrve-
ment on British proposals for
Argentina to reduce South
Atlantic fishing licences which
had attracted foreign fleets
away from the Falkand islands,

Forcign Minister Guido Di
Tclla said, reports Reuter.

After extensive discussions
Argentina and Britain real-
. firméd their respective posi-
tions, Di Tella told reporters.
However, he added that he
hoped an nt would be
reached within the. coming
weok.

Argentina's decision last
month to grant licenses lo
European and Japanese [lecis
to fish its territorial waters in
the South Atlantic has cost the
British controlled Falkland is-
lands around 30 milllon US
dollars in lost licenses, accord-

ing to diplomatic sources.

Finlay military hospital, but were not allowed to stay, Padilla

MOSCOW, Dec 13: Presi-
dent Doris Yeltsin seems likely
to keep his favoured economic

‘helmsman as Head ol govern-

mient — at least for four more
months — after a trial of
strength with Russia’'s
mutinous legislature, reports
Reuter.

Yeltsin and the Congress of
Pcople's Deputies agreed a
compromise deal on Saturday
to end an acute political crisis
that had threatened to divide
the vast country.

Under a nine-point pack-
age, Russia will hold a referen-
dum on April 11 to decide the
outlines ol a new constitution.

The compromise allows the
President, balttling the
Conservative-dominated

.Congress to push ahead with

radical economic reform, to
have the final word on the
choice of Prime Minister,

Under the deal, -Congress
will vote on several candidates
for Prime Minister and Yeltsin
will nominate on Monday one
of the top three for the post.

Most Deputies say this, in
all likelihood, will be acting
Prime Minister Y Gaidar, a
free market radical and pivotal
figure in Russia's economic
reform drive.

Il Congress re Yeltsin's
nomination of Gaidar he will
at least be able to keecp him as
acting Prime Minister until
April. "If that person does not
win a majority, 1 shall appoint
Yegor Gaidar as acting Head of
gnw:rnrmnt until the eighth
Congress.” Ycitsin told Moscow
channel one tolevision.

i
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China's military will open its

arms to foreign investors -

BEWJING, Dec 13: China's
military is opening its arms to
foreign investors with
promises of technical exper-
lise, reliability and the benefit
of good relations with the gov-
ernment, an official newspaper
said today, reports AFP.

"Foreign investors have
come to realize it will be safer
to cooperate with military en-
terprises,” an official of the
China National Nuclear Corp.
[CNNC) told the English-lan-
guage China Daily.

* "We have strong technolo-,
gies and we keep promises,”
CNNC. Planning Director Wel
Cuangwen was quoted as say-

ing.

Meanwhile Reuter adds:
China is secking huge fo
investment to convert its mill-
tary plants to civilian produc-
tion and has decided to throw
open its once top-secret mu-
clear facilities, a newspaper
said on Sunday.

Shrinking demand for mili-
tary goods had made much of

- the nuclear sector redundant

and was trying to avoid
m&hijyu s, the China Daily
quoted officials as

"We welcome acress-the-
board invesiment in the nu-
clear industry by foreign busi-
nesses,” Wei Guangwen. was

quoted as saying.

He predicted his company
would produce mere civilian
the military products this year.
Last year civil production made
up 54 per cent of the 420 mil-
lion deollar total, and Wei said
the proportion would top 80
per cent soon.

"We aim, and are able, 1o
bufld joint ventures with for-
cign partners whose products,

will be very competitive in the

domestic market,” Wei said.

The defence industry is one
of the country's biggest em-

ployers

ED!N BURGH As EC heads uf' governments "meet tu thrash out Denmarks rejection of
Maastricht Treaty, Scots bring out a procession in traditional colours demanding self-rule

for the northern part of Gt. Britain..

—Star TV photo

Most of Indian riot victims are Muslims

ence on our (India's] internal
aflairs in the name of so-called
international Islam. than this
mu{ﬂ:purth
unforgivable.” Malkani told re-
porters on Saturday

Pawar said in Bombay that
the Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries [OPEC)
was being approached by
Islamic countries to take ac-
tion agatnst india, which
large quantities of ofl from
OPEL.

M is true that some nations
are lobbying with OPEC 1o cul
off oil supplies 10 India.” Pawar
said. "We are hopeful that oil
supplies will remain normal ”

Indtan envoys had gonc to
explain the situation o these
countries, he added.

CRATHIE, Scotland: Commander Tim Laure
Hﬂnuuﬁnmmmnin their car after their weddi
Crathie Church here December 12. The only &nh ter of

The Buily Star S

Afghans fail to
meet to elect

sident
WLE'&, o R

among other
¢rs in the Islamic coalition
Jll:"-:tltm_ ted to cling o his

nce and
l"lt

British Queen Elizabeth ] was wedded in this and
Scottish village in a private ceremony. — AFP photo
Miss Russia wins

Miss World

SUN CITY, South Africa: Miss Russia, Julia Kurotchinka. a
strikingly tall brunette, was chosen Miss World on Saturday in
anmhrmwmltlhll resort in the African bush,
reports AP

Inalignollhe ummuuhrmmum.
the 18-year-old, blue-cyed new Miss World is a student from
H;mmﬁwhsmhrmHM"uhhnwwm
| WO

Judgu:;:ilmtluch-utmukmutmu4i
years, with s Russia winning by one point. Organizers said
1twutmﬂruumﬂumhyludmthmﬂtut

"A few years ago this would have been impossible,” Miss
Kurotchinka said. "I hope myﬂcbryw!ﬂﬂmwnthﬂglrhm
my country what can achieve."”
| Walleat of ithe contestants at 'six feel §1.83 meters),
Miss Kurotchinka also listed classical music as a hobby.

She was carried in triumph on a gold and zebra skin
throne on a litter adorned by golden elephants and carried by

men in African warrior costumes.

. Miss United Kingdom, Claire Smith, 21, was second, while
Miss Venezuela, Francis Gago, 19, came in third.

Crown should pass
to Prince William?

LONDON:

Most Britons ex

pect that Prince Charles, the

heir to the throne, and Princess Diana will divorge following
their formal separation, according opinion polls published in
early editions of Sunday's newspapcrs, reports Hl.utr:r

Mass-selling tabloids also

claimed that the royal fam-
ily had turmed against the
31-year-old princess, alleg-
ing the forced the break-up
and was determined that
her son, 10-year-old Prince
William, would become the
next king rather than his [a-
ther.

A gallup poll for the pro-
establishment Sunday
Telegraph found 62 per
cent of people surveyed ex-
pected the couple to di-
vorce after the legally-
recognised two year separa-
tion period.

+ An ICM poll for the
Sunday Express said 49 per
cent of a survey of more
than 1,000 people wanted
the throne to pass directly
to Prince William, with only
45 per cent in favour of
Charles becoming monarch.

The mass-selling news of
the world said its poll
showed that 86 per cent of
Britons had lost respect for

r—

the royal family in recent years and more than half though the
crown should pass directly from Queen Elizabeth to Prinee

William.

Iran developing N-weapons in a clandestine programme’?

NICOSIA, Dec 13: Iran may
be trying to develop nuclear
weapons in a clandestine pro-
gramme similar to that un-
masked in Irnq after the Gulf
War,

But Iran Itlll appears far
short of the goal.

Iran says it seeks nuclear
reactors and associated tech-
nology to expand industry and

ensure growth once its ofl runs
out. It denies wanting nuclear

Iraq built a nuclear weapons
programme before the Gulf
War despite inspections by the
International Atomic Energy

(IAEA), and some fear
iran is doing the same. Iran is
engaged in a major rearma-
ment — building chemical
weapons, missile industries,
and more — almed at making it
the region's strongest power.

The Islamic republic is ner-
vous about its neighbours; the
Saudis and their partners ac-
cumulating arsenals of US
weapons, a possible resur-

gence by Iraq, chronic instabil-

ity in Alfghanistan, and the
restive, newly
Central Asian r:puhlk:n, where
Iran’ competes with Turkey for
influence.

Nuclear weapons would give
Tehran's fundamentalist lead-
ership a military strength
matched in the Middle East
only by Israel, the region’s sole
nuclear :

US and European strate-

independent

geoning population expccted
to top 100 million early in the
next century.

As ever, the inner workings
of Ilran's leadership remain
opaque, and there is little veri-
flable evidenee of its nuclear
intentions.

Tehran signed the Non-
Proliferation Treaty in 1970,
nearly a decade before revolu-
tion brought Islamic rule.

damentalist successors
1985. President Hashcmi
Rafsanjani insists it has only a
peaceful purpose, but contra-
dictory signals are coming
from Iran.

Atta'ollah Mohajerani, one
of Rafsanjani’s vice presidents,
declared recently: "Regardless

- of the United Nations' eflort to

prevent nuclear proliferation,
Muslims must ... cooperate

&mnhdmw“mwulﬂn:nﬂnﬂnnhumﬂ'hh:nd hrmrhmundwﬂn-d
A declaration issued today at the end of a two-day E

against an Iranian arms build-
Community summit condemned

Mﬂ‘m

gists sec possible destabiliza-
tion of an al dangerous
region and a serious long-tcrm
threat to Western interests.
They fear Iran will be made
progressively less stable by
continual political in-fighting
among the Tehran elite, inter-
nal unrest, an economy un-
likely to improve without
Western assistance and a bur-

n's "Fatwa," or death sentence, against British Author n

Rushdie. 'l'hn 12 EC leaders said it was important to maintain a "eritical dialogue" with Tehran
about areas, particularly human rights. The Fatwa and terrorism."

American intelligence offi-
cials appear divided aboult
Iran's nuclear ca lities, its
potential and just how solid a
commitment there is in the
fractious leadership to achiev-
ing nuclcar status.

Iran's nuclecar programme
was begun by the late Shah
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi in the
1970s and revived by his fun-

among themsclves and pro-
duce their own nuclcar bomb,
because the encmy has nuclear
facilities.”

Other Iranian leaders have
made similar statements.

Whatever lran's intentions,
its nuclear programme appears
much less advanced than the
one President Saddam Hussein
had built in Iraq. The United

Nations has since the Gull War
worked to dismantle Irag's nu-
clear capability.

Western officials belicve
Iran's recent acquisition ol
Scud-C balistic missiles from
North Korea could eventually a

rovide delivery system capa-
Ei: of reaching targets in
Israel, Iraq and Saudi Arabia.

The Mujahedeen Khalq, the
main Iranian opposition
movement, claims Iran has
spent 800 million dollar since
1988 and that 2 billion dollar
move has been committed to
Iran’'s nuclear programme.

Much of the money is not de-
clared in bydget allocations,

. the organization says.

Just as Saddam skirted in-
ternational contrels with a
global network of front com-
panies, Iran's nuclear weapons
programme — known as “"the
Great Plan”™ —has its own clan-
destine procurement system,

according to the Hnﬂnhndﬁ-n.
Robert Gates, director of

the US Central Intelligence
Agency, testified before Lhe

Senate in January that the

Iranians "certainly don't have

any nuclear weapons produc-
tion [acilities”.

But The New York Times
quoted a senior US official
November 21 as saying the CIA
now believes Iran could have
nuclear weapons by the end of
the decade.

Israel, which now sees lran
as a major threat, and the
M n Khalg, or People's
Holy Warriors, make similar
claims.

The Mujahedeen, who claim
to have well-placed sources
within the Tehran regime,
claims Iran has established at
least six secret nuclear factli-
tes.,

IAEA officials, eager to show
the agency learned lessons
from Iraq, sent an inspection
team to lran in February, ask-
ing to see nuclear research
centres in Tehran and lsfahan
that had not been declared.

Its inspectors went to sev-
eral locations butl reported
finding no evidence.

400 were killed
_ while trying to
cross Berlin
Wall until '89

BERLIN, Dec 13: At lcast
400 people were killed at-
tempting to cross the Berlin
WHH which until October 1980
marked the [rontier between

East and West Germany, an of-
ficial enquiry commission an-

nounced today, reports AFP.

The revised toll came dur-
ing the trial of the former head
of the East German communist
regime Erich Henecker, whe
is accused of ordering the
lugitives to be shot.

"We can say with certainty
that more than 400
died between the but&r: of
the wall in 196] and the col-
lapse of the communist regime
in 1989, mrdlmu Manfred
Kittlaus, head of .
ing commission res
for rt'llll:i‘l}r victims who
died at the .



