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‘Dhaka, Monday, Decermber 14, 1992

In h e to our intellectuals who
uwmmﬂn on this day 21 years ago
and. indeed, right th the War of Liberation,
we recall what is both the most glorious and the
saddest chapter of our struggle for independence.
It is glorious because so many members of pro-
fessional classes made their supreme sacrifices to
upheld the values and ideals underlining our ﬂfﬁ
for freedom. In dmn# so, they proved to the
world at large that the urge for liberation had
moved the hearts and minds of a cross section of
our men of letters, academicians, doctors, jour-
nalists, social workers, among others, who, once
far removed from active politics, were eventually
regarded as enemies by the invading army.
Through their sacrifices, they thus added a new
dimension to our War of Liberation.

The sad fact is so many of our intellectuals
were murdered f:uh:n the l{:;;ratinn of
: was a accompli, w we could

already see the new dawn. h our freedom.
They were thus victims of 3 mindless vengeance,
cruel retribution, their main crime being that
they represented some of the best brains of the
country and, individually and collect
for the new state. Again, if they had the time and
fhptportunlty, they would have taken arms against
and gone to the front, instead
ed from their homes and killed in the most
merciless manner. Thus, they became martyrs,
withoul getting an ugapoﬂumt ol demonstrating
their heroism in the battlefitlds.

What's more, it is not in the recollection
of this day, 21 years ago, t causes so much
sadness and anguish. The same fee is evoked
by the situalion prevailing around us t , a situ-
ation that threatens to undermine and even de-
stroy the values and ideals that aur martyred in-
tellectuals fought for all their lives. through their
speeches and writings, in social exchanges and,
indeed. in their every day activities. Without any
exception, they were all ardent believers in secu-
larism, communal harmony, liberal humanism
-and in all that is best and noble, enduring and
priceless in a nation's life. ‘All this is now under
attack  from quarters which seek a revival of
rightwing extremism, religious fundamentalism
and sectarianism, not just in this country but in
various part:h:[t the rcgmhclf there are clear dan-
ger s s we may ente a new un-

able era of darkness, we ahﬂﬁqtc with de-
spair that the forces which can defend the values
our intellectuals stood for are in di , unable
to offer an united resistance to the threats facing
our country. 4

However, while we may be alarmed over the
crisis, we also believe that it is within our

wer, the power of the democratic progressive

orces, to reverse the situation. But we can
achieve this only if we can end the divisiveness
that is eating into the vitals of our people, not just
‘on the question of reestablishing total communal
harmony but also on other crucial national issues.
When we start tackling these issues through a

broad-based consensus, we will discover that the

-overwhelming majority of our people stand by the
‘values that our intellectuals, past and present,
uphold at all costs.' We may also know t mil-

lions of our people, irrespective of caste, creed
and religion, would be prepared to stand together
and fight for their right to live in harmony and

When we rediscover what we are and what we

believe in, what we stand for and what we should
fight for, we will be paying a part of our debt that

we owe to our intellectuals who earned their
martyrdom 21 years ago. *

Freedom from Hunger

A hundred and sixty nations converged re-
cently on Rome and came up with a very elevating
World Declaration on Nutrition which pledges to
eliminate famines by the year 2000. This was very
transparently a conference on world hunger
which, in spite of the courageous words in which
the paruclgants roposed to take on the chal-

e, failed to call itself as such. UN figures sa
altho enough food is grown by man to feed a
the inhabitants of this planet, some 780 million
would go hungry. This shows hunger to be no
agricultural problem but one heavily dependent
on policy and management failings and inade-
quacies of social attitudes and cultural prefer-
ences. If one single agency can be blamed for
contributing mightily on both those fronts and by
and large causing the whole of the ludicrous situ-
ation — that a%ency is the governments of the
~world. How wou
a matter of only seven years, so restructure the
administrations and reform their ways of wanting
things to happen their way? ;

We in Bangladesh cannot but tend to take all*
slofans promising delivery of this or that item of
our national desiderata by the year 2000 with a
grain of salt. This is so because we have been
promised too many things by that time and all of
them unrealisable even in four times as much
time. Health for all, education for all are two
samplings taken from the exhibits on the gallery
of the absurd.To that formidable array must we
now add Food for All by 2000 underwritten as it
has been by the Rome conference of nations in-
cluding ours.

At least to honour the World Declaration on
Nutrition which, among other things,
says, 'Hunger and malnutrition are unacceptable
in a world that has both the knowledge and the
resources {o.end this human ctastrophe,”
Bangladesh, on its part, must werk in a manner
that would bid good-bye for ever to hunger. What
is that manner ? To put it unabashedly simplisti-
cally, it should boil down to two things : poverty

alleviatien and employment. Which are but two

sides of the same coin.

What is the performance of our successivé gov-
ernments on these two {ronts ? We cannot fault
our farmers who have been, in spite of hunger
‘and a host of other debilitating things, turning in
an ever-increasing national ns output. Hunger
is witen you cannot buy.food. You cannot buy be-
cause you have no work that will give you money.
How many new ngs have been made for the
new generation of 15 million in the last decade ?
Little. And on the other side landlessness amo
farmers, joblessness among self-employe
weavers and potters and blacksmiths and fisher-
men have led to a horrifying situation of general

tion. :
odest and meaningful targets, and radical
ch in attitudes, policies and ways of achiev-
ing things are the minimum that we require to
commence a real journey away from hunger and
ethnic decline. .

tvely, an asset .

d the self-same governments, in

BABRI MOSQUE AND AFTER
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communal riot, have taken
place. These have sent a shud-
der of horror throughout the
subcontinent. In Pakistan and
Bangladesh, tod, rioting in all
its fury has begn reported. For
Bangladesh, the chain of
events is particularly painful to
its people. Not that we have
nol seen riots, and communal
frenzy here, but we have always
taken pride in the fact that we
have had a commendable
record of communal harmony,
generally speaking. People
here have resisted in the past
attempted breach in commu-
nal harmony, especially when
they have detected the unholy
hand of autocracy in it. Many of

- us still remeémber one such

attempt in the last days of
Ershad and how the citizens
rose in resistance, and foiled
the dark designs of the auto-
cral,

Governments in all the
three countries have taken
prompt measures to curb the
rioters and to contain the vio-
lence. The Indian Prime
Minister Mr PV Narasima Rao
has been under attack, both in

Responding to Somalia's C

S more than 28,000
A US troops begin their

humanitarian mission
in Somalia, the first US
military intervention not
pursuing a political or military
goal, there 1is increased
concern in Washington that
though billed as a two to three
months operation, this is
to be a long and bitter winter
for the US marines. "We shall
have to deal with tough and
mean clans in Somalia and
achieving our goal will not be
casy,” the US envoy in Kenya
has warned.

Obviously the view is not
shared by many, especially
those in the circle of
President Bush who seethis as
an opportunity for him to end
his Presidée with a certain
degree ol pride. "Our mission
is purely humanitarian,” Mr
Bush- has said. "American
forces will not stay one day
longer than is absolutely nec-
essary,” he told Congressional
leaders last week trying to alay
their fear of another long term
US involvement 'in a foreign
country. While General Colin
Powell the Joint Chief of Stafl
and Dick Cheney, Defense
Secretary, have insisted that
this is going to be a relatively
easy operation that can be
folded up pretty soon, beth
have indicated that a 'residual’
American force may have to
stay on to help the UN peace-
keepers to allow a peaceful
transition. This residual con-
tingent may remain deployed
‘indefinitely’. As some ob-
scrvers think, getting out of
Somalia will not be so easy as it
was to move in, something the
Clinton administration is going
to find out soon after its inau-
guration on 20 January.

It is still unclear what ex-
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Letters

Sir,

I am terribly upset by a re-
port carried by your esteemed
newspaper on December 7,
1992 where your Staff
Correspendent has quoted
Jamaat-e-Islami's Maulana Abul
Kalam Yusuf as "It is
sat:ldtiﬁ her son died in 1971.
But a mother 21
after her son's dﬂctrh,:?' Bi:.:
being : to pretend to
cry. just wants to create

‘anarchy in this country.”

I learnt from the same re-
port that "Jahanara Imam's son
Rumi, a freedom fighter, was
captured by the Pakistani Army
on August 13,1971 in Dhaka
and his body was never found.”
It is presumed Rumi was
killed.

| am not a political person
and | do not want to any
judgement on what Jahanara
Imam is doing. But | am a
mother and | strongly protest
what Maulana Yusufl has said. A
mother cannot forget a child
that she has carried in her
womb for nine months — the
flesh of her flesh, the blood of
her blood, the child she ten-
derly leadl.llcluthcl and cares

publication in these columns should be
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
} with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
| tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and
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The Common Concern
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It would appear that of the seven SAARC countries, next only to Pakistan, we are the most vulnerabie to the

nm-ﬂumammunwumwmmmu"m-—r
in the year of our struggle for freedom. But no, we didn't. We have to do it now.

which, till the other day, we
didn’'t possess.

But even i the charge of
mala fide intentions will not be
levelled against him, Narastma
Rao will find his leadership se-
riously challenged. By taking
quick and decisive action
against communal parties and
organisations and by promising
of rebuild the mosque, by
putting under arrest Advani
and a few other leading figures
spearheading the movement
for domilishing the mosque,
Narasima Rao may have at least
redeemed partly his credibility
as a leader. How and to what
extent he follows it up by for-
eign new political alliances,
‘and by healing the wounds of
an aggricved community, all

actly the US marines will try to
achieve within the given time-
frame. All senior Bush adminis-
tration people initially sug-
gested that the sole aim of the
operation would be to ensure
safe delivery of humanitarian
assistance. The day the mis-
ston was announced by the US
Gen. Colin Powell ruled out
"disarming” the armed ele-
ments in Somalia as it was not
will be the purview of the op-
cration, a position since re-
vised by him. UN Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros Ghali
who has spearheaded the move
to mobilize greater interna-
tional action to help the
Somalians, insists that ensuing

of the-reliefl supplies
won't be enough. No serious
peace-making effort can be
undertaken unless the armed
units are pacified. The mistake
we made in the past was to try
to promote e negoliations
while the l‘mna were still
armed and fighting. We will
not repeat that mistake "Mr
Boutros-Ghali teold the New
York Times following Security
Council's unanimous vote ap-
proving the US-led operation.
It is not clear if he wants the
US to peruse that objective as
well.

The Security Council reso-
lution, which authorized the
mission under US command
itsell is not entirely specific on
the nature of enforcement.
According to insiders, the US
had insisted on omitting any
direct specific mention of

- "disarming” the Somali fac-

tions, It instead called for en-
suring a secure environment
for humanitarian reliefl opera-
tion in Somalia”". Some
Pentagon officials have argued
that in a country awash with

weapons, the US forces can ™

this remains to be secn.
A sertous blow has been
dealt to the ideal of Indian

" secularism. The rise of the BJP

has been quite spectacular,
and has been a disquicting fea-
ture of Indian politics.
Curiously enough, the alliance
of the communal parties in
Pakistan, ostensibly to resist
the PPP, and the emergence of
Jamaat-i-lslami in ladesh,
have been parallel develop-

ments in the two neighbouring
counlries.
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forces have made political
gains in certain other coun-
tries of the Muslim Middle

after India's latest elections.

Jamaat-i-Islami, failing teo
achieve as much, has thought
it wise to lend its support to
the ruling party in Bangladesh,
hoping to enjoy the protection
of BNP. Whatever protection it
has been receiving it sorely
needs at the present moment,

. with the Golam Azam i{ssue still

hanging fire. Communal ten-
sion in India, as and when it
occurs, will provide matter for
Jamaat in Bangladesh and its
allies to decry in public and to

welcome without acknowl- -

edgement since it furthers fts
aims at home. This is nothing
short of making a political
capital out of sommunalism.
Narasima Rao's act of banning
communal partics has stopped
short of including BJP in this
drastic measure. Perhaps it
would be oo big a morsel to
swallow. Still. to the extent
communal forces stand con-
demned in India, their coun-
terparts will feel threatened in

Bangladesh.
CLOMDDS
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There is a demand in
Bangladesh for banning com-
munal parties, as they were in
the early scventies. India's ex-
perience will lend suppert to
the demand. In Bangladesh,
while all parties and persons
who matter expressed their
horror, in many places includ-
ing Dhaka, Hindu places of
worship became targets of at-
tack. These were not isolated
incidents. The number of, and
the fury accompanying, the as-
saults, as reported in the
press, would indicate that we
have, amongst us, many more
political zcalots than we had
ever imagined. So the official
abandonment of secularism as

S G Hasan writes from New York

not be expected to round u
every weapon. Factional lul.-m:lIE
ers in Mogadishu have already
indicated that they are in no
mood to surrender. If the US
troops make things too tough
for us, we will simply disap-
ptar in the countryside,” a
Somalia gunman was quoted
here by some newspapers.
Political analysts, on the
other hand, think that pre-
cisely for the same reason, the
US/UN peace-keepers must
ensure massive disarmament.
They believe that the bandits

who roam around Mogadishu

and other major cities looting
food and terrorizing foreign
reliclf workers, will quickly re-
treat. Relative peace may be
restored within weeks and the
marines would be ready to

leave in no time. But what
happens il the bandits retum

after the marines are gone?

According to one Pentagon of-
ficial quoted by the New York
Times, there are enough arms
in Somalia to fuel hostilities for
100 years. One of the options
now being considered by the
US, it is learnt, is to buy the
weapons from the Somalia.
Reports from Mogadishu have
indicated that the Somalis are
willing give up weapons if
monetarily compensated in-
stead of spending millions of
dollars-on maintaining a full-
scale military mission, it could
prove much easier to buy up all
weapons in Somalia. One polit-
ical analyst has stated that the
lotal cost for buying up all
weapons in Somalia will not
exceed nine to ten million dol-
lars. Both General Powell and
Secretary Cheney have indi-
cated the US readiness to try
oul such cffective bul were

cautious not to make any spe-
cific commitment at this early
stage. This is going to before of
the policy dilemmas the
Clinton administration will
have to grapple with, analysts
agrec.

While the US operation has
been grudgingly accepted by
many third world countries
especially in view of the fact
that the entire bill will come
out of the US pocket, many are
nervous that this may set a
dangerous precedent. Beth
China, a permanent membher,
and India, correctly chairman
of the Security Council for the
meonth of Deg¢embern, have
originally expressed reserva-
tion for such a US-led mission.
Many had even expressed con-
cern that China might abstain
from voting at the Security
Council, thus breaking the tra-
ditfon of unanimily established
since the international coali-
tions campaign against lraq.
Though China voted for the
resolution, it cautioned that
unilateral military actions by
cecrtain countries could have
adverse allects on the collec-
tive role of the United Nations
recognized that the situation
in Somalia was unique that ne-
cessitated a new approach, but
in the long-term only dialogue
and consultation between par-
ties concerned could bring
about nations reconciliation.”

Some African countries
have, however, openly wel-
come the move themselves un-
able to do anything about it,
they enthusiastically endorsed
the enforcement plan. Salim
Ahmed Salim, once a vocifer-
ous “anti-imperialist”, went
one sicp ahead and insisted
that the troops should remain

pariies, mainly Jamaat-1-

Islami. has produced and

strengthened sentiments

which finds nothing wrong in
sciting fire on temples here f
they have damaged a mosque
there, in killing a
Bangladesh if they have
Muslims in India. The

Musiim vandaltam |In
Bangladesh. The Indian Prime-
Minister has refterated his
plans to reconstruct the Babri
mosque. We have quite a num-
ber of burnt down or otherwise
damaged Hindu places of wor-
ship here. We are awaiting a
similar announcement by our
Prime Minister. Pakistan has
already done so. | have no
doubt that our government is
very much shocked by the turn
of events and | have no doubt

deployed through the entire
process from halting starvation
to res Somalia to its own
[eet. Taking part in a fund
raising session for Somalia in
Harare last week, Mr. Salim
defended the US-UN mission
as "necessary given the ab-
sence of any central authority
and order.”

Many American policy-mak-
ers, however are worried tha
the Somalia mission may only
be the beginning of many simi-
lar engagements by the US in
various hot spots around the
world. Ideas have been
floated for similar operations
in Haiti and Bosnia. Some
Alrica countries want the
Americans to
Sudan and Togo. As the "only
remaining superpower,” the
US can not ignore its respon-
sibility in the maintenance of
inlcrnational peace and secu-
ﬁg‘.: the Bush administration
oflicials have . While
President-elect Bill Clinton has
enthusiastically backed the
move ma Clintonftes are
worried that this — any future
mission of similar nature —
may well disrupt Mr Clintons
plan to concentrate on domes-
tic economy “like a laser
beam.” Without any strategic
interest of the US at stake,
"humanitarian missions” like
the present one could easily
become an eye-sore to Mr
Clinton restive electorate.
Besides, Mr Clinton will be

hard pressed to define where
and when the US may inter-
[erc not only by pruvi!lng the
muscle power but also by foot-
ing the bill. Writing in this
week's new York Times, senior
correspondent Elaine Sciollno
says one of the first ¢

for the Clinton administration
will be 1o articulate new crite-
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the child she guides and edu-
cates. A mother remembers
her child/ children always be-
cause a mother's love is self-
less and forever. :

I request Maulana Yusuf to

‘ask his mother if she would

cry for 21 years if he died. I
am sure her answer would be

. in the affirmative. The vacuum

created in a mother's life by a
child's death cannot be filled
up by anybody else or by any-
thing else. Maulana Yusuf

should not pass such cruel
and | think he
should a to all mothers
for this (of course if your
Correspondent quoted him

co y).

G S Choudhury
Dhaka

Moulana Bhashani

Sir, The occasion was the
17th death anniversary of
Maulana Bhashani, the great
champion of the 'havenots'.
The place was 'Utshab’, a
community centre in the
neighbourhood of high society
of Nasriabad Housing Society.
The participants were elite
drawn from the intelligentsia

and nouveau riche. They were
feasting and exchanging pleas-

for. The child she plays with,

" cost of the

antries. One thing was con-
spicuous. None from the toil-
ing masses, the kinsfolk of
Bhashani were there.

The meal was arranged
ostepsively for seeking salva-
tion of the departed soul of
late Moulana Bhashani. But true
to the name of 'Utshab’, the
lights flared and the gathering
was in a festive mood. The sur-
feited mass was observing the
death anniversary of the leader
of the masses!
Golam Nabi

East Nasirabad, Chittagong. e

Jamuna Bridge

. Sir, We are worried to know
that the World Bank will
clearly speak about their
commitment regarding fund-
ing of Jamuna Bridge after ex-

" amination of the accounting

aspect at the end of December.
The authority of World Bank
has expressed concern about
the proposal of rehabilitation
of the people who maybe af-
fected by the construction of
the bridge.

The international tender for
the project has already been
floated. The acceptance pro-
cess is going on. The project
cost has been assessed after
considering the rehabilitation
people who will be
affected. The
be aflected are more or less
poor and landless. They are
frequently allected by river
erosion ,

We have told again and
again that Jamuna Bridge is a
bridge for economic dml:;—e
ment of the whole nation.
entire nation and political par-

people who will

ties irrespective of their dif-
ferences have supported the
proposal of construction of
Jamuna Bridge, and partici-
pated in the building pro-
gramme by giving surcharge
for raising fund.

Any delay in decision
regarding fund will make the
project costlier. The bridge is
environmentally, strategically,
socially and above all economi-
cally viable. How a country can
prosper leaving a portion of
the country undeveloped for
want of easy communication?

| fervently pray to the au-

thority of the World Bank and
other donor agencies to come

“forward with their helping

hand to build the bridge well
in time,

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Deputy General

Sonali Bank. Head Office,
Dhalea.

Ershad's crime
Sir, Basing on Senator
Kerry's report General Ershad
allegedly smuggled out Tk
2000 crore out of Bangladesh
through BCCI. BCCI has got all

the papers available in the
Bank. Why should not Govt of

Bangladesh appoint a commis-

BCCl instead of re
KaT{l report? Only then we
would be able to pinpoint the
crime ly committed by

ying on

' Gen Ershad and take necessary

legal actton against him.

. Oolam

Shamoly. Dhaka

Sir, The Article entitled
"Rohingya Refugee Crisis”, by
Mr Sabir Mustafa published in
your daily on 15.11,92 is really
exciting. Please allow me to
add a bit more.

We are very grateful to the
government and people of
Bangladesh for their kind ef-
fort to restore the rights of
Rohingyas. But the Burmese
are not keeping their words,
Citizenship certificate to
Rohingyas is still denied
though it was agreed in the

nine rounds of talk between
Dhaka and Rangoon. More re-
strictions have been imposed
on the movement of Rohingyas.
To travel to Rangoon is now
quite impossible even in a case
of life and death question. The.
educated and elite Rohingyas
are arrested on false charges
and many of them are hiding.

In short, the attitude ol the
Burmese nt [SLORC)
towards Rohingyas has not

change. They have to face the
ill treatment of the Burmese

authorities in one way or an-
other. For this reason SLORC |s
always rejecting the role ol
UNHCR in the repatrialing
proccss. ~

Massive human Is viola-
tions of the SLORC forced the
Rohingyas to take refuge in the
demoeratic country of Bangla-
desh. The democralic govern-
menis of UNU and U Ba Swe
recognized Rohingyas as an
indigenous race of Burma.
Even their was alred
twice a week by the Burmese
Broadcasting Service.

The Baily Star 4

is for Curbing Communalism

that we in Bangladesh are
ashamed of the senscicss bar
bartam that has cocured here
But have we expressed this as
choarly and unequvocaity as we

o our conscicnee to
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ry: The US Takes Charge

3.
3

tunity to leave the officg with a
sense of accomplishment. If
his military success in the Gulf
was clouded by controversies
and opposition both at home
and abroad, the Somalia opera-
tion will be the first one In re-
cent history when e of force
by US is welcomed by
people around the world.

The US alone cannot right
the world's wrongs, but we
also know that some cases in
the world cannot be resolved

necessary as a catalyst for
broader involvement of the
community of nations,” he told
US Congressioner.

If successful in the treach-
erous marshes of Somalia, the
world will finally be ready to
accept US not as the 'dirty im-
E::l!:u,' but as a ine

for peace the over.

The writer is a
Journalist who currently re-
sides in New York and edits a
Bangla weekly for US citizens.
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to the world
bodies, the ASEAN, the SAARC
and the OJC member countries
to persuade the Burmese gov-

May we appeal

ernment to creale a genuine
congenial atmosphere so that
the refugees can go back and
enjoy eful coexistence
with their fellow citizens with

equal rl{hl:.

AFK Jilahni
NLD activist,
Arakan, Burma

It's really rare

Sir, Supposedly, most of us
will agree that just or true
words are rare in this society.
Unpleasant words are re-
frained from being spoken,
even though it may be benefi-
cial. To flatter on account of
acquaintance, for no apparent
reason, is an inherent human
nature. There are very lew
people who are not cowed
down from speaking the truth;
because of conflict of interest,
for fear, or for fear of not being
in the good books precludes
one [rom uttering the p

RS
g
:

Even a well-wis

thtl;‘l mlllln-l'tn:ll rare; choked

frequently keep on

our tails (speaking

c-l;yl. resort o doing
act as a barrier m

newer heights of fulfilment.

they
on
et

KS Nazmuld Hasan
North Road

Dhwakoa
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