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Remembering a Gruesome Massacre

h s December 14 — the nation obscrves Askod about this incredible situation, Glasuddin
Buddhijibi Dibosh” (Martyred Intellec- . pleaded total and assured that this in-

Day) recalling the poignant memory of the formation would be netted upon.
supreme sacrifice of intellectuals murdered by In Bangladesh, 21 ycars ago. the Pak army
the agents of the Pakistani occupation force be- translated into action plans more heinous than
fore its abject surrcnder on December 16, 1971, those of Adolfl Hitlar. The concentration camps
D R SR e of Hitler raked iIn
will be shocked all Jews and dis-
to sec the prc- scnters  and
sent situation ol packed them off
Rayer Bazar whe- to their death of
re they killed en the gas chamber
masse after cruel and eremaltion,
torture. It is not particularly
difficult to find sorting out the
out where the hrains of the

Bazar.
the low-laying
area imhabited

mostly by non- pEEEES
Bangalees, was [y

pur.
Paddy [fields
spread over the
whole beel area
while brick-ficlds
covered some of
its lower lying
lands in between
Katasur and Raycr |*, .
Bazar”, says Pro- |}
fessor Muntasecr
Mamun, Depart-

....
e

eoples Nazis
ted.

On the eve of
their s
capitulation, the
Pak army moved
to haul up and
liquidate the
¢/ cream of the
{ Bangalee nation
to cripple its fu-
ture under a
master plan.

According to
information pub-
lished in "Ekati-
orer Ghatak O
Dalal Ke Kothae”
(Killers and
Collaborators of
71 — their cur-
rent position),

| the blueprint was
“ 4 i Rao Forman Ali of
Lthe

Pakistan

ment of History, § N s army. He was also
University of i ' assisted by Bri-
Dhalea. . Raver Bazar: Memorial stone planted by Projonmo 71  gadier Bashir,
“During the (foreground) stands alone, as work goes in brick kilns  Captain Qaiyum
months April o ga]] around.  — Photo: Tauhid Reza Noor ~ and others.

December, 1971,

human carcasses were piled especially by the Al-
Badrs over the brick kilns, that formed the most
desolate cormer of the city. Sometimes, the
captured victims were lined up before being
shot. The stacked up bodics filled in the gaps of
the left off brick fields.” he added.

"We find that attempts are being made to
stull the low-lying places of exccution. The mu-
nicipal lorries dump the area with
dirt and dust. Meanwhilc, in keeping with the

Dhaka city, Lhis area has also been
crowded

signs dcc property -rights of

And standing on the Raycr Bazar human
slaughter ground, we find heaps of and
cast off to come first to our view. And
then a scroeens in and the visual

stagnant swamp
mhcﬂtﬂﬂ'dﬁtﬂpﬂyhylhc.ﬂm Protection

Recently, the government has decided to
build a memorial at the Rayer Bazar mass execu-
tion centre. Why did it take 21 years to take this
decision? |

The Joint-Secretary, Ministry of Works,
Giasuddin said, "every time the subject cropped
up, it was shoved under the carpet. The decision
came up only afler Projonmo '7)
(Organisation of the children of martyrs of the
Liberation War) submitted a memorandum to the
Prime Minister on December 14, 1991. Though
they demanded 10 acres of land for the memo-
rial, the government decided to allocate only
three acres for the purpose.”

Inhabitants of Rayer Bazar and Katasur in-
formed us that the embankment built during the
Ershad regime, runs over the cxecution ground.

the

ARer

When

cember

out brains,

m— — S i

plan, on the
sub-units of the Pakistan army
and diffcrent units were allocated [unctions,
such as capturing, torturing and killing. .

The mass execution started on December 10,
1971. In the midst of curfew and black-out the
Al-Badrs and Al-Shams captured and kidnapped
the intellectuals, working round the clock. At
first, the haunled-up ones were taken to the
Physical Training College
questioning and torturing there, they were'
divided in smaller
taken to the Dhanmondi High School and somg
to the MLA hostels, all ol which were converted
into makeshift coneentration camps then. The
interrogations and torturing there were followed
by taking them to the brick-field at Rayer Bazar
and a small number to Mirpur to carry out the
assassinations in ccld blood.
the bodies were discovered at
Rayer Bazar, Shiyalbari and Katasur on De-
18, most of them were beyond
recognition. With hands tied at the back, the
victims were slaughtered in a gruesome manner.
The cold-blooded murderers
victims' eyes out and broke their skulls to take

The victims'
Bangalees and leading intellectuals.

"My father was a very religious man. But he
could neven tolerate the use of religion to fool
the people. That stands for everybody who were
then killed. Besides this, he was a strong be-
liever in Bangalee
of Shaheed Serajuddin lidssain, one of the vic-
tims ol the Al-Badr executions. ;

For acting out
sccond of December, 1971, the
were re-arranged

at Muhammadpur.

ups. Some of them were

gouged the

only crime was they were

nationalism,” says Tauhid, son

CORRIGENDUM: In this column

Shaheed SELINA PARVEEN'S name was

misprinted in some places as Shireen Parveen. We regret the error.
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FM greets new
US Secretary
of States

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman has [elici-
tated Lawrence S Eagleburger
on his appointment as
Scecretary of States of the
United States of America, re-

ports BSS.

In a message, Rahman
hoped to continue to work

_closely with Lawrence in fur-

ther strengthening the
friendly ties that exist bc-
tween the two countrics and
towards promoting peace and
stability in the region and in
the world.

42nd founding
anniversary of

Mongla Port

observed

KHULNA, Dec 13;: The 42nd
founding anniversary of Mongla
Port was dbserved hﬁ’lf on
Friday at the port office in
Khalishpur Port area here by
holding milad mahfil and a
a Port
in economic development, re-
ports BSS.

The port was established
fourtytwo years ago.

Speaking on the occasion
the Chairman of Mongla Port
authority Rezaul HuL:? that
the Mongla Port has -
ing a major part in shaping
economy of the country. The
port has been rendering valu-
able services for the economic
developments of northern re-

gn of the country in particu-
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n Sufia Kamal addressi _'_nl a discussion meeting in observance of Victory Day

at Dhanmondi, House No-32, organised by Bangabandhu Parishad yesterday. — Star photo

for communal harmony

Hundreds of Dhaka Univer
sily teachers, students and
cmployees yesterday paraded
the .campus appealing all to
maintain peace and communal
harmony, reports UNB. '

Dhaka University Teachers'
Association [DUTA) organised
the peace march brought out
from Aparajeyo Bangla at 11:00
am.

Vice-Chancellor Prof
Emazuddin Ahmed, Pro-VC
Wakil Ahmed, DUTA President
Prol S M A Faiz and DUCSU GS
Khairul Kabir Khokon led the
march.

The silent procession pa-
raded Arts Faculty, Science
Anex, Carzon Hall and other
CAmMpUs arcas.

The sfon over, a brief
rally was held at the feet of
Aparajeyo Bangla which was
addressed by VC Prof
Emazuddin Ahmed and DUCSU
AGS Nazimuddin Alam.

"As a nation, we are main-
taining the tradition of com-
munal harmony and we should
protect it at any cost”, the VC
saild and called upon all to
come forward to maintain

peacc.

FM stresses
healthy academic
atmosphere

Foreign Minister A S M
Mustafizur Rahman yeslerday
stressed the necd for creating
smooth acadcmic atmosphere
to give opportunity to the stu-
dents to devclop their talents,

‘reports BSS.

He was speaking as the
chiel guest at a function at
Vikarunnesa-Noon School and
College here arranged to ac-
cord 1o the students
of the school who secured
places in the merit list of the
result in the HSC examination
'02.

Presided over by the
Principal of the college Mrs
Hamida Ali, the function was
also addresscd by State
Minister for Textiles and also
the Chairman of the governing
body of the college Abdul
Mannan and Prof Shamsuddin
Ahmed, guardian of a student.

The Minister said, talented
students are the valuable assets
of the soctety. A congenial at-
mosphere was a pre-requisite
for flourishing their talents, he
added.

The Minister said, as
women conslitute 50 per cent
of the total population, the na-
tion cannot prosper kecping
them illiterate. He stressed
the need for spreading female
education for the development
of the country.

Kamal back
home

Minister for Health and
Family Welfare Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf returned
home yesterday after attending
the international conlerence

| on nutrition held in Rome

(Italy) from December 5 to 10,
reports BSS.

The Health Minister high-
lighted the commitment - of
the Government of Bangladesh

in the conference to imple-

ment the global plan of action
of nutrition.
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Night temperature may fall

By Staff Correspondent
A mild cold wave may sweep parts of Rajshahi division and
the region of Kushtia, Jessore, Mymensingh, Tangail and
Sylhet during the next 48 hours commencing 6 pm Sunday.
Mercury may fall to 8 degree Celsius during the period,

Meteorologic

al office forecasts.

—————————

" President
visits Whip
at CMH

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday visited Whip
Ashral Hossain under treat-
ment at the Combined Military
Hospital (CMH), reports UNB.

The Whip was operated

upon on Wednesday for gall-
bmdcr problem.

The President stayed at
CMH for sometime and en-
quired about his health and
treatment. Attending physi-
clans informed that Whip
Ashral was recovering well.

President Biswas wished
him early recovery. *

Military doctors Maj Gen
Anis Waiz and Maj Gen
Mohaimen were present dur-
ing President's visit to the
hospital.

SPs urged to
gear up
anti-terrorism
activinies

inspector General of Police
(IGP) A S M Shahjahan yes-
terday asked the district
Police Supers to increase their
activities in curbing terrorism,
reports BSS.

lie also directed them to
remain maximum alert against
the terrorism' and deploy
special patrol police on roads
to check dacoity and hijacking.

The IGP was reviewing the
criminal activities committed
during the last half of
November at a meeting of the
senior police personnel at po-
lice headquarters here.

The meeting was informed
that police recovered smug-
gled goods worth Taka one
crore, eight lakh and 90 theu-
sand through raidinﬁ different

arcas of the country during.the

period.
Police  also arrested 170

smu rs and cases were filed
against them, the press release
said adding that 52 pieces of
illegal firearms along with 104
rounds cartridge were also re-
covered,
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Outlook for subseguent two days: Night temperature may

fall further.

Dry weather with clear sky will prevail over the country
during the next 36 hours commencing 6 pm Sunday.

Night temperature may fall by 1-2 degree Celsius across
the country during the period.

The sun sets today (Monday) in Dhaka at 5.14 pm and rises
tomorrow (Tuesday) at 6.34 am.

The lowest temperature yesterday 9.0 degree Celsius was

recorded at Srimangal.
Temperature and humidity recorded at important cities
and towns yesterday were:
Cities /Towns Te ture in Humidity in
Celstus Percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 26.2 11.6 ﬁ g
Chittagong 26.4 14.5
Rajshahi 26.3 9.9 85 79
Khulna 25.8 12.3 84 74
Barisal 26.5 1.8 B85 80
Cox's Dazar 27.2 15.2 73 -
Sylhet - 13.4 77 -
Mymensingh 26.8 12.2 86 68
Dinajpur 25.0 10.9 HH 79

DU peace procession calls | Condemnation of

Babri Mosque
destruction
continue

Different organisations have
continued to express condem-
nation and indignation at the
demolition of historic Babri
Mosque in India, BSS,

The north Brook Hall Road
Sarbajanin Puja committee, in
an emergency meeting here
Saturday evening, termed the
destruction of the Babri
Mosque as a barbaric chapter
of human civilisation.

The meeting called for
awarding condign punishment
to the persons responsible for
the act.

It also condemned the neg-
ligence of the Indian govern-
ment and its faflure to protect
the mosque and opined that
the Indian government would

have to bear the responsibili-
ties for the attack en the

Hindus in the sub-continent.
including Pakistan, and all
Hindu-populated countries.

The meeting called upon |

the people of Bangladesh to
maintain communal harmony
in keeping with their tradition.

Five prominent members of
the Buddhist community under
the banner of Bangladesh

National Buddhist Youth Fed-
eration demanded that the

government ensurce communal

harmony in the country.
Stranded Pnldatnnll?ﬂﬂrrﬂ

Repatriation Committee leader
Ejaz Ahmed Siddiqui in a stal-
ement condemned the dem-
=olition of the Babri Mosque by
the Hindu militants in India.
Siddiqui appealed to the
people of Bangladesh to exer-
cise their utmost restraint and
to be calm in maintaining
communal harmony.

ML demands
rebuilding of
Babri Mosque

CHITTAGONG, Dec 13: A
meeting of the Chittagong
north district Muslim League
today condemncd demolition
of historic Babri Mosque in
Ayodhya and called upon the
Indian government to rebuild
the masjid in its original site,
a party press releasé said, re-
ports BSS. :

The meeting also called
upon the people to maintain
communal peace and harmony
in spite of provocations.

I-II::ld atairnmr Chand Road
office of the party the meeting
was presided over by local
leader Murtaza Ali Chowdhury.
Among others, it was -
dressed by ﬁarly leaders M A
Ansari, Maksudur Rahman
Chowdhury, Emdadul Hugq
Chowhdury and Kazi Sﬂlh:l
Uddin.

All-party peace
committee
demanded

Bangladesh Republican
arty Chairman Waliul Islam
Sukku Meah yesterday called
for forming all-party peace
committees in central, dis-
trict, thana and union levels to
maintain social peace and
communal harmony in view of
the situation created follow-
ing the demolition of Babri
Mosque in India, reports BSS.

In a statement here Sukku
Meah ur upon the govern-
ment people of all walks o
life to come forward unitedly
for forming the peace commit-
tees to restore peaceful atmo-
sphere in the country at any
costL

Post office
holiday Dec 16

All the t offices of the
country will remain closed on

December 168 (Wednesday) on
account of the Victory Day, an

However, the t offices
which offer GEP EMS service

will remain open on the day.
Envelop and -8
will also be sold at the
(mail and sorting) office
counter.

The Duily Star 3

Bank holiday Dutch envoy

December 16 calls on
The Bangiadesh Bank and - Mannan
all scheduled banks will re- The ambassador of the

main closed on December 18

Netherlands n Bangiadesh, M
Gajrniaan, called ol the State
Mintster for Ciwvil Aviation and

Tourtsm, Abdul Mannan, st his

(Wednesday) on account of the
Victory

, & press release of
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RHD Notice Inviting Tender

Sealed tenders in BD Form No. 2911 are hereby invited from
the RHD enlisted contractor as per financial limit and temitonal
jurisdiction for the following works under Mymensingh Road
1 Tender Notice No
2 Name of work

44/MRD of 199293
Manutacturing and supplying 1 (one)
No twin marboat (Big size) of
Dashdar Ferryghat at 6th km of
Netrakona-Kamakanda Road during
- Tk. 3,93,207/
Tk. 7,864/
60 (sxty) days.
Office of the Executive Engineer,
RHD, under Mymensingh Road Circle,
Mymensingh/Executive Engineer,
RHD, Planning Division (Roads &

vl
Estimated amount
Eamest Money
Time allowed
Name of offices of
availability of tender
documents

Name of offices to
receive tender bids. mensingh Road Circle, Mymen-
ingh/Planning, Monitoring and

jon Circle. Dhaka/ Executive
Engineer, RHD, Mymensingh Road

sion, Mymensingh & Netra-
Sub-Division, Netrakona

on 24-12-92 & will be
the same day at 1245
in presence of the constractor

remain present.
AKM Fazlul Haque
Executive Engineer, RHD,

DFP (G) 21339-8/92 Mymensingh and Drvision

19413
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