f

Come to CHITTAGONG Come to

[BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT)

before.
1463 ASIAN HIGHWAY,

place for ORIGINAL THAI ROOD & SEAROOD
CHITTAGONG (NO BRANCH). Please try us and you
love BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT more than

YMCA. NASIRABAD.
CHITTAGONG. TEL: 2668, Fax:"880) 01) - 2258

s

VOL. II NO. 319 REGD. NO. DA 781

Inside Today

Article

The Common Con-
cern is for Curbing
Communalism
mn: Passing Clouds
by Zillur Rahman
Siddi
Page 4

International

Yeltsin, Deputies reach
a compromise
Most of Indian riot vie-
tims are Muslims

Page 5

Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

Remembering a Grue-
some Massacre

Page 3

EC l&ade‘rs put union
back on track
Page 6

Immortal are
Those

Special feature on
" memory of Martyred
Intellectuals
Pages 8,9

NEWS BRIEFS

Premadasa visits
National Museum

Shri Lankan President
Ranasinghe Premadasa visited
the National Museum here

yesterday afternoon. On arrival
at the museum, the visiting

dignitary was received by
State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Prof Jahanara Begum.
President Premadasa went
round wvarious sections of the
museum and evinced keen in-

terest on the exhibits, reports
BSS.

BNP emergency
meet Dec 16

An emergency meeting of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP} will be held on
December 16 at 7 pm at its
central office. BNP Secretary
General and LGRD and

Cooperative Minister Abdus |

Salam Talukdar has requested
the ministers and party MPs to
attend the meeting on time,

reports BSS.
15 students hurt
in Sirajganj clash

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 13: At
least 15 students were injured
in a clash with police over
Chhatra Sangsad election re-
sults of Eirqgani] Government
University College today.
Witnesses said the clash
eru when the Jatfyatabadi
Chhatra Dal {JCD) activists
hurled stones at police after
hearing that they lost two
seats out of 18 in the election,

reports UNB.

Anti-Teérrorism
Law: 6 arrested

Four cases were filed and
six people arrested from dil-
ferent parts. of the city last
week [(December 6-12) under

the anti-terrorism law.
Meanwhile police rounded up
71 from different parts
of city yesterday (Sunday)

on various charges ,
UNB.

reports
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The Martmd Intel'lectuals Memnrml at erpm In einy.
— Star photo

Homage to martyred

intellectuals today

The nation today will ob-
serve the Martyred Intelle-
ctuals Day with due solemnity
and renewed pledge to uphold
the spirit of Liberation War,

HSS.
On the eve of final victory of
, on this day in

Shn.Joval of

ey
the Al-Sams and

Razakars, picked up scveral
intellcctuals from their resi-
dences ahd brutally killed
them in the dark of night.
Those who [fell to the
nacked bullets of the Pakistani
collaborators included leading
intellectuals of that time like
Alim Chowdhury, Fazlee Rabbi,
Munir Chowdhury, Shahidullah
Kaiser, Sirajuddin Hossain and

- Santosh Bhattacharia.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas in a message on the oc-
casion said that the ideals and
sacrifice of the martyrs intcl-
lectuals would continue to in-

pution fonde, - the »»

spirc the new generation to
carry forward the renewed
thrust of development initiated
by the government with the
spirit of Liberation War.

The day's programme today
begins with the placing of
wreaths at the Intellectual

mm “all m ;3

including politicians, profes-
sionals, students, werkers,
artist, writers and artistes.
Different socio-cultural or-
ganisations and political par-
ties will observe the day
through holding ol discussion,
meetings and seminars high-
lighting the significance of the

The BNP will hold a discus-
sion meeting at 3 pm at the
'Ramna Batamul' on the occa-
ston. The Awami League held a
discussion meeting at
‘Bangabandhu Bhaban' in Dhaka
yesterday in observance of the

See Page 12 Col B

Aid utilisation rate

higher this year

By Inam Ahmed

Despite World Bank (WD)
assertions on the country’s low
foreign aid utilisation, this
year's utilisation till now has
shown a marked improvement
over last year's

At the end of the first
quarter of this fiscal year, the
foreign aid utilisation stood at
about éight per cent of the
lotal outlay. Last year's per-
centage . for this period was
about six per cent, according
to concerned ministry sources.

| lowever, they said that the
aid utilisation had already
crossed 11 per cent by the
end of October.

The utilisation rate was
usually slow during the first
and second quarters of the
year, after that it started pick-
ing up, sources said,

The reason behind the
slow utilisation in the first two

E qunrtcrl is that during this

. projects,

period spadework for various
projects was usually under-
taken. When the time came for
real implementation of the
the figures soared,
they said.

“At this rate of foreign aid
utilisation, the fgure would go
over 90 per cent by the end of
the fiscal year,” a Planning
Commission source said. -

The *© start” in the us-
age of foreign aid was mainly
due to the government alert-
ncss from the beglnning the
source added.

On the other hand, future
months would see more use of
foreign aid as accountability
of cach aid utilisation agency
had been ensured this year.

Moreover, the prioritisation
of projects and reallocation of
funds from low priority pro-
jects would also help bolster

See Page 12 Col 8
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BJP downscales protest: Quiet returns

NEW DELHI, Dec 13: Police
scaled the offices of newly out-
lawed groups and arrested
nearly 700 activists in a na-
tionwide crackdown against
extremists blamed for a week
of Hindu-Muslim rioting, re
ports AP.

The government announced
a casualty toll of 1,210 dead
and 4,600 wounded in the
mayhem that erupted after
Hindu =zealots tore down a
16th -century mosque in the
town ol Ayodhya last Sunday.
More victims were still being
discovered.

The arrests were part ol
Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao's eflort to assert the gov-
ernment’s authority and coun-
ter his critics who called him
weak and indecisive when he
failed to forestall the mosque's
destruction.

Quiet returned to most ar-
cas after a week of the worst
Hindu-Muslim clashes since
inde in 1947.

The only major incident re-
ported Sunday was in Mysore,
a city in the southern state of

Karmataka. Police opened fire
on rioters after 15 people
were stabbed in a melee,

Curfews were lifted during
day time hours in most of the
135 cities where ple had
been confined to tﬁo houses
for days, including India’'s two
largest cities, Calcutta and
Bombery .

Police in three states
swooped down on the activists
ol the organisations that were
placed under a two-year ban
last week for allegedly encour-
aging communal hatred and vi-
olence

The operation appeared to
be the prelude to a sweep
against the extremists in all of
India's 25 states and seven
territories. Hundreds of people
were reported to have gone
into hiding to avoid arrest.

Offlicials said the groups
bank accounts were [rozen and
their offices were searched for
material that could connect
them with inciting the distur-
bances.

Among the activists were
18 Muslims belonging to two

700 held in crackdown on
extremists across India

Islamic fundamentalist groups
that fell under the ban.

The rest belonged to the
ViiP which organized the
campaign to demolish the
mosque in Ayodhya, and the
more militant Hindu groups,
the RSS and the Bajrang Dal
Two members of a Parliament
were among the Hindus who
were detained. Both repre-
sented the Bharatiya Janata
Party, the largest opposition
party that championed the
idea of building a temple on
the plot where the Muslim
shrine had stood.

About 500 people were ar-
rested in Uttar Pradesh, the
northern state where Ayodhya
is located and a stronghold of
Hindu nationalism.

Other arrests were made in
the castern state of West
Bengal and in Kerala in the
south, where the extremist
Muslim groups are strong.

More raids were conducted
in New Delhi, the National
capital which does not belong
to a statc.
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70pc Indians
against
Mosque .
demolition

NEW DELHI, Dec 13: More
than 70 per cent of Indians
disapprove of the demolition of
a mosque by a Hindu mob kast
weeck, the trigger for
widespread Hindu-Mushm ri-
oting that claimed more than
1,100 Hves, an opinion peoll
said today, Reuter.

An overwhelming 71 per
cent of the respondents, who
were mostly {rom India’s
Hindu majority, said they dis-
approved of tearing down of
the 16th-century Ayodhya
Mosque, while 29 per cent ap-
plauded the demolition.

The Marketing
Rescarch Group (MARG)
tioned over a 1,000 ple In
five Indian cities about the
temple riot, which has in-

Sce Page 12 Col 8
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A day of tragedy
in our life: PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has called upon
the people to devote them-
sclves to the task of building
the country unitedly for realis-
ing the dreams of martyred in-
tellectuals, UNB.

“This will be our best trib-
ute to them,” she said in a

message on the eve of

Ma Intellectual Day, be-

ing mhn-hvl
14 = —the-

Sh:ll'lﬂ:d fnteﬂectua] Day — is a
day of in our national
life,” Begum Zia said, adding
the occupation forces and
their collaborators brutally
killed some distingnished in-
tellectuals of the country on
this day in 1971 with a design
to create a void in the domain
of art, literature, culture and
journalism of the emerging
nation.

But all their plots fell apart
and Bangladesh. achieved vic-
tory on December 16, she said.

"l, on this day, pay deep re-
spect to the memory of all

See Page 12 Col 7

Launch movement
against killers,
collaborators
of ’71: Hasina

Awami e President
in Parliament Shetkh Hasina
yesterday called for a united
movement against the ‘killers
and collaborators' who worked
against the country's Libera-
tion War, for consolidating the
hard-earned independence
and building Bangladesh as a
progressive and non-com-
munal state, reports BSS.

In a message on the eve of
Shaheed Buddhijeebi Dibas
(Martyred Intellectuals Day],
the Awami League President
alleged that the present ruling
coteric of Bangladesh had not
only rehabilitated the "unscru-
pled killers and collaborators
of the Pak-occupation [orces”
who were totally against the
nation during the country's
Liberation War, but had also

I P

rovided them protection to
undo the independence of the
See Page 12 Col 7

and Leader of the Opposition

'Indonesian quake death

toll rises to 1232

JAKARTA, Dec 13: Rescuers
dug devastated villages
searching for survivors and vie-
tims Sunday as the death toll
from a powerful earthquake
reached 1,232, the govern-
ment said, reports AP,

About 1,120 of the deaths

- from Ealurdl;f s quake oc-

curred in the town of
Maumere on the remote east-
ern Indonesian  fsland of
Flores, the governor's office of
East Nusa Tenggara province

 said.

Hundreds of other people
were | in the quake, of-
ficials said. Many ople
drowned or were swept away

when large ocean waves trig-

gered by the earthquake inun-
dated coastal areas.

Hendrik Nai, a spokesman
for the rescue team, said about
80 per cent of the buildings in
Maumere were destroyed.
Whole villages in coastal arecas
were wiped out by the seismic
waves, he said.

The waves, called tsunami,
were as high as 25 metres (80
feet) and swept as far as 300
metres (1,000 feet] inland, he
said. :

Nai said bad eommunica-
tions still were hampering the
task of gathering information
from some parts of the island,
which is about 1,600 kilome-
tres (1,000 miles) east of

Jakarta.
The uake measured a
preliminary 6.8 on the Richter

scale, according to Indonesian
officials. The US Geological
Survey in Menlo Park, Calif,
measured it at 7.8 on the
Richter scale.

A quake of that strength is
capable of causing extensive
damage.

Gov Hendrik Fernandez vis-
ited Maumere Sunday and was
shocked to see the devasta-
:ﬂ, spokesman J Gadidjou

"All our development efforts
for the last 26 years have dis-
appeared in just one day,”

See Page 12 Col 8
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Dhaka Unwer-uty t.eachers students and employees brought nut a procession on the campus

yesterday calling for com munal harmony. Story on page 3.

Pourashava
election

schedule
announced

Nomination papers will
have to be submitted to the
returning officers on Dec-
ember 19 between 10:00 am

and 5:00 pm for the forth-

comin election to 91
pouras s, reports UNB.

The municipal election is
scheduled for January 23.

According to a detailed
election schedule announced
by the Election Commission
yesterday, scrutiny  will take
place on December 20.
December 26 has been fixed as
the last date for withdrawal of
candidature.

Candidates for the post of
chairman and commissioner
will have to deposit Tk 2,000
and 1,000 respectively along
with their nominations.

Meanwhile, 57 returning
officers and 91 assistant re-
turning officers have been ap-

See Page 12 Col 6

Madrasa students
clash with
police: 17 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

At least 15 people were in-
jured, one of them seriously, in

_a tripartite clash in Gulistan

square in the city Sunday.

The clash with police began
soon after an unidentified
group of armed men attacked
the procession of the rasa
students protesting the assault
on Shaikhul Hadis Maulana
Azizul Haq.

Maulana Azizul Hag, princi-
pal of Mohammadpur Jamayia
Rahmania Madrasa, and a se-
nior leader of Khelafat Andolon
was assaulted by a group of
people near Jagannath Hall of
Dhaka University Saturday
Noon.

When the attackers fled,
unruly madrasa students ran-

See Page 12 Col 7
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AL may move bill to

ban communal parties

Opposition  Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim yesterday
sajd Awami League, ff it at all
joins the coming winter ses-

sion, will move a bill seeking

the ban of communal organisa-
tions in Bangladesh, n:porls
UNB.

Nasim, also the part}rs or-
ganising secretary, disclosed
this while addressing public
rallies at Harinathpur and

Sthalbari in his Kazipur con- °

stituency in Sirajganj Sunday
afternoon.

- Condemning the demoli-
of Babri mosque at
Ayodhya by Hindu extremists,
he said fanatic and extremist
elements in Bangladesh capi-
talised on the issue and
launched a "heinous” attack on
the life and property of the
minorities.

“There is no ideological dif-
ference between BJP of India
and Jamaat-e-Islami of Bang-
ladesh. They are ernemies of

humanity and democracy,”
Nasim said.

The Awami League leader
also criticised the rnment
for its “weakness and failure”
in protecting the life and

property of the innocent peo-
le

He called for resisting
communal forces at any cost
for the sake of maintaining
peace and harmony in society.

Nasim .:;I;it:& the E;F[“ t::i
Kazt Sirajganj affec
by g:Lunal' violence and
talked te the minority people
during his two-day stay in
the district.

In Sylhet, Deputy Leader of
the Opposition Abdus Samad
Azad today visited some areas
in the district affected by the
recent communal violence.

Gonotantri party leader
Surenjit Sen Gupta, MP and
Awami League MP, [mran
Ahmed Chowdhury also ac-

See Page 12 Col 8

Fresh ceasefire
in Bosma

SARAJEVO, Dec
Warring Muslim, Croat am:l
Serb forces in Bosnia signed a
fresh ceaselire agreement to-
day at a meeting with the
commander of UN peace-

keeping forces, UN sources
nultl repnnnﬂeuttr

also reached agree-
rn:r.ﬂ principle on opening
three corriders for the safe
passage of civillans out of the
Bosnian capital of Sarajevo,
which’ has been under Serb
siege since April.

Serbian military sources
said on Saturday their Musiim
and Croat opponents had
launched an all-out attack to
try to cut the corridor
Serbia in the cast with Serb-

held areas of northwest Bosnia
and Croatia.

The sources, quoted by the
Hosnian Serb news agency
SRNA, said Croat forces sup-
ported by long range artillery
from inside Croatia, had at-
tacked along a line between
Bosanski Samac and Orasje,
just south of the Sava river
which divides Bosnia [rom
Croalia.

A Reuter- ?Mlﬂ:tlwm
crew, return to :

Banja I.TIL confirmed

from

fﬂtmlﬂ!ﬂumm
n

Mecanwhile the European
Communily summit new
pressure on BSe and

See Page 12 Col 4
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PRICE TAKA 4.00

JS winter
session
Jan 3

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has summoned a ses-
sion of the Jattya Sangsad at 10
am. on January 3, 1993 in
Sangsad Bhaban at Sher-e-

here, reports BSS.
will be the cight ses-
sion of the fifth Parllament.

Premadasa visits
Paharpur,
Mahasthangarh

PAHARPUR
13: Shri Lankan President
Ranasinghe Premadasa flew
here from Dhaka to visit the
historic Buddhist shrine lo-
cally known as
Monastery’, reports

Later he visited Maha-
sthangarh in Bogra district to
witness the site of an anclent
civilisation in Bangladesh.

Soon alter a from
the spectal he ter at
Paharpur, the Pre-
sident, accompanied by Min-
ister-in-Waiting Dr Khan-dakar
Mosharral Hossain, climbed up
the Mights of stairs of the
ancient monastery which was
established more than 400
years ago during the reign of

See Page 12 Col 3
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Persecution of
minorities here
may benefit
extremists in
India: Hasina

Opposition lcader Sheikh
Hasina yesterday (Sunday) vis-
ited the villages affected by
communal violence in her
Tungipara conslitue in
e - distriet Hlfrm *
the victims, reporis
UNB.

She warned that the ex-
tremist forces in India may
take advantage il the minori-
ties are persecuted Iin

h.

*Those involved in K arson
and destruction of places of
worship in the name of Islam
are worst than animals. They
arc enemies of Islam . Inﬂter!

' have no religion.”

The Awami Leaguc
President went round Patgati,
Chinguria, Kakuibunia, Lebu-
khali and Bashuria ‘in

Sce Page 12 Col 5

All-party
committee
rally today

By Staff Correspondent.

- The 'all committee for

communal ony has called

upon the people to make iis

rally protesting demglition of-

Babri Mosque in India and

restoring communal peace in
h a success.

Scheduled to be held at
Bangabandhu Avenue, at 3 pm
today. the rally would also
protest the Tascist activities' of
the communal forces including
the Jamaat-e-Islami Bangla-
desh and the Freedom Party, a
press release of the committee
said last night.

The rally will be followed by
a peace procession, the press
release added.

Mecanwhile, the Patriotic
Democratic Front (PDF] has
demanded that the govern-
ment of India compensate vic-
tims of the Babri .de-
molition and ensure punish-
ment to those responsible for
attacking the mosque

A resolution -dupl:d by the
nn:n committee meeting of
the P‘.Ir?;rlF also demanded of the

government of the country to
See Page 12 Col 7

Satinath
dead

CALCUTTA, Dec 13: Emllh
nent Bengali singer, Satina
Mukhopadhya died after a
heart attack at the SSKM

Hospital today. Hrmﬂl.rt-
B :
pnﬂthmﬂwtdby hinwii:.
Utpala Sen, also a singer and a
sOn.
Family mu::: ultl“nr:.t
Mukhopadhya, was
since yesterday, was rushed (o
the hospital after fecling se-
vere chest pain.
His body would be kept at
his residence to enable the
number of his admirers
pupils (o pay their last re-
P The cremation would take



