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Govt will set up body to

promote private sector

By Inam Ahmed

The government will soon
set up a commission for pri-
vate sector development in the
eerned sources.

The plan was taken in view
of the poor response from pri-
vate sector entrepreneurs in
the industrialisation of the

Concerned official sources
said that despite different in-
centives by the government,
private sector entreprencurs
were still shy in coming for-
ward to invest.

The commission aims o
identify the reasons behind the
non-response of the private
sector.

Sources said that the plan
for the commission was made
as different donor agencies
had expressed concern over
the sluggishness of the private
sector.

to sources the

private . secter, after -the
change of rnment in
1990, » became stag-

nant. The investment and
credit operations also declined
as a result of the stagnation.
The Finance Minister him-
sell had also expressed con-
cern over the issue on several

occasions in the past.

Sources said that the new
commission would consist ol
officidls from different relevant
ministries and government
bodies as well as nta-
tives from the ¢ . The
commission would also include
some foreign entrepreneurs
who would advise on creating
congenial investment envi-
ronment.

Sources said that the gov-
ernment had already identified
the prevailing labour-manage-
ment relationship as a problem
for investment.

The commission would rec-
ommend [iscal measures,
banking facilities and changes
in existing laws required to
attract invesiment.

The government now feels
that the investment environ-
ment should be streamlined as
a new class of entrepreneurs is
about to emerge with the suc-
cess of the garments sector.

These entreprenecurs are
well aware of the international
market and the competitive
factors, sources said adding
that given the proper incen-
tives they would also venture
into newer areas other than

the garments sector.

Khaleda, Sharif talks
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ated Flkllt: s. The Prime

Minister expressed the hope
that the repatriation process of
the 3000 stranded families

would start from this year.
During the talks the
Bangladesh Prime Minister
was assisted by Foreign
Minister A S M Mostafizur
. Rahman, Planning Minister
Zahiruddin Khan, Principal
Secretary K M Rabbani and
Foreign Secretary Reaz
Rahman. The Pakistan Prime
Minister was aided by Minister
of State for Foreign Affairs
Siddique Khan Kanju, Railway
Minister Golam Ahmed DBilor,
Chief Minister of Punjab Golam
Haider Wyne, State Minister
for Women Affairs Nayeem
Chatta and Secretary Foreign
Affairs Shahryar Khan and
Pakistan High Commissioner
to Bangladesh Anwar Kemal.
‘During the meeting both
Pakistan and Bangladesh un-
derscored the need for inten-
lllh:l n in trade and
for reducing the

m"ﬁ,""" imbalance be-

The Pakistan side showed
interest in joint investment in
some scctors including sugar
industry and railway. The
meeting discussed the possi-
blhtym of increased tea import

The meeting agreed to
strengthen the existing cul-

tural links between the two
countries through exchange of
visits by delegations for closer
people to people contacts.

The meeting also discussed
OIC and other intemational is-
sues concerning the Muslim
ummah.

While warmly welcoming
the Pakistan Prime Minister to
Bangladesh, Begum Khaleda
Zia said the visit of the

Pakistan Prime Minister which,

was a gesture of goodwill was a
matter of great happiness for
her and the people of
Bangladesh. She wished Nawaz
Sharif a pleasant stay.

UNB adds: Earlier, a red
carpel receplion was ac-
corded to Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil of Pakistan at the
Bangabhaban in the morning
after his arrival here on a one
day visit. Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia formally
received the Pakistani leader
at the Bangabhaban when he
reached there in a ceremonial
motorcade [rom Zia
international Airport.

A smartly turned out con-
tingent drawn from the three
services presented a guard of
honour to Prime' Minister
Nawaz Sharif at the lush green
lawn of the Bangabhaban.

National anthems  of the
two countries were played.

The Pakistan Prime
Minister inspected the guard
and took salute.
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tive ol religions.

He said it was encou
that all political parties and
professional groups had been
working for in the con-
text ol serious situation in
India following demolition of
Babri Mosque in Ayodhya.

The Information Minister
appealed to newspapers and
media to discard publication of
exaggerated reports, sensa-
tional news and refrain from
publishing unfounded rumours
like to create sncial tensions
among different groups of

people.
Information Minister

stressed the vital role of jour-
nalists to create public opinion
for peace, harmony and fra-
ternity among all strata of pco-
ple in Ba h.
He though the govern-
ment is entitled to resort to
legal actions under penal code
rejudicial reporting re-
Lf published in a few
news rs, t the govern-
mtp;:;ﬁdngcin the freedom
of the ress and professional-
ism journalists had not
tl-.h:n any action. He expressed
the hope that none wuuld re-
sort to publication of reports
that might create social unrest
and disturb communal har-

mony.

The editors who took part
" in exchange of views with thc
minister were K M A Munim,
Editor of h Observer,
K G Mustafa, Acting Editor of
Sangbad, Ahmed Humayun,
Editor of Dainik Bangla,

in Ahmed, Editor of
The , Mahbub Anam,
Editor of Bangladesh Times,
Mizanur Rahman Mizan, Editor
of Khabar, D P Barua, Managing
Director and Chief Editor of
(BSS), Matiur Rahman

ry, Editor of Bangla
Bazar Patrika, Zainal Abedin,
Editor of Shakti and Mahfuz
Anam, Executive Editor of

Dadly Star.

“with his friends.

One shot, robbed
of Tk 80,000:
Another stabbed

By DMCH Correspondent

One Ataur Rahman, 25, was
stabbed and shot yesterday
(Saturday) by muggers and
robbed of Taka 80,000, The
victim was admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal [DMCH) in critical ﬁ*mm
tion.

Rahman, a shopkeeper in
Mirpur Section No 11, was go-
ing to Chawk Bazar with Taka
80,000 for shopping at 9.30
am when he was held by the
muggers at Mirpur Section-4.

As Rahman refused to hand
over money to the muggers,

stabbed on his left hand

left leg and shot him in
the head and snatched the
money.

In another incident, one
Abul Kalam, 16, was stabbed at
a fair in Merul, Badda, by a
gang ol about five miscreants at

6 pm yesterday.
Ha.ﬁ'n, a student of Dhan-

mondi Boys High School and
SSC examinee, went to the fair
It is sus-
pected that the attack was a
sequel to an old rivalry.

Kalam was admitted to the
DMCH.

JCD activist
killed : College
closed sine die

JESSORE, Dec 12 : An ac-
tivist of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) was killed in
Lo College here today al-
legedly by supporters of Awami
League-backed Chhatra League,
reports UNB.

The college was closed sine
die to prevent further unto-
ward incidents. .

Witnesses and police said
JCD activist Milon (18), a sec-
ond year student, was chopped
to death by a group of 10-12
youths allegedly belonging to
BCL. He died on the spot.
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Nirmul body prncaumn damnndmg ban on Jamaat, Shibir politics (top) and CPB procession
‘protesting damage to their office, demanding reconstruction of Babri Mosque yesterday in

city (above).

Processionists
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"We should also resist fun-
damentalists trying to destroy
communal harmony in our
country,” they said, "just as we
resisted them in
Liberation”.

The CPB-held a rally at the
Purana Paltan crossing protest-
ing the attack on its office
urged the democratic forces to
resist fundamentalists.

Chaired by party president

Saifuddin Ahmed Manik, the
rally condemned the local fun-

damentalist groups for using
the Mosque issue to reap polit-

fcal gains.
The rally was aleo ad-
dressed by party General

Secrctary Nurul Islam Nahid
and central leader Mukul

Mantk condemned the de
molition of the Babri Mosque
by fanatic Hindus in India but
also blasted the Jamaat and
other fundamentalist forces for
fanning communal violence in
different parts of the country.

“The communal forces irre-
spective of their identities are
enemies of the people and
democracy,” he mfn: d the rally
alleging lh:re is no differ-
ences between the BJP and
the Jamaat.”

Ile¢ urged the people to
maintain communal harmony
in the country as well as resist
comununal powcrs.

lle accused the government
of “faflure” in protecting prop-
erty and life of innocent peo-
ple in the aftermath of the
Mosque demolition.

Manik alleged that the CPB
office was attacked and scl
afire in presence of the law
enforcing agency men who
took no action against the at-
tackers.

He demanded adequate
compensation for the loss and
punishment to those respon-
sible for the arson Monday.

The Jagpa brought out a
processfon and burned the ef-
figy of Rao at the Daintk Bangla
crossing accusing him of fail-
ure to protect the ancient
Mosque.

The Islami Khelafat Majlis
brought out a procession in the
city demanding punishment of
the killers of one of its work-
ers in the old Dhaka area on

In a brief rally at Dainik
Bangla crossing the Majlis
leaders gave the authorities an
ultimatum until 2 pm Sunday
to arrest the killers. They also
condemned the Babri Mosque
demolition.

Paracetamol tragedy:
Speaker directs

concerned bodies
to send report

Speaker of the Jatiya
Shaikh Razzak Al yes-

terday directed concerned
authofities to send a full report
to the Law Section of the
Parliament Secretariat. on the
reported deaths of children
resulting from the use of
Paracetamol syrup manufac-
tured by Adflem Pharmac-
eutical Company, reports BSS.

According to a parliament
press release yesterday direc-
tives had been issued to the
Managing Director of Adflem,
Director of Shishu Hospital
and Director of Drug
Administration to send their
rcports by December 19, so
that carly and eflective mea-
sure could be taken in this re-

gard.
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the War of .

Babri Mosgue demolition

'‘BNP govt did nothing
to avert backlash’

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League General Sec-
retary Zillur Rahman has dep-
lored the BNP government's
tackling of the law and order
situation following the destruc-
tion of the Babri Mosque and
said, ‘It (the government) did
nothing except regreting the
incident at a cabinet meeting'.

The AL leader said yester-
day that the situation following

the demolition could have

been averted if Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia had addressed the
nation calling upon the people
to maintain peace,

Zillur Rahman addressing a
rally, organised by the Mukti-
joddha Sanghati Parishad in
connection with the Victory
Day celebration alleged the
fundamentalist political par-
ties, backed by the govern-
ment were attempting to gain
politically from the current
situation.

The attacks on the offlices of
CPB, JSD (Inu) and Banglar
Bani newspaper had proved
that these forces were taking
revenige against their political
opponents, he told the rally in
front of the Jatiya Press Club
yesterday afternoon.

The AL leader said that the
fundamentalists had gained an
edge in the country's politics
since the time secularism as a
state principle was dropped
from the Constitution by the
government of Ziaur Rahman.

Ile accused all the post-75
governments of destroying the
spirit of Liberation War

Chaired by parishad chief
Col [(Retd) Shawgat Ali: MP,
the rally was also addressed by
Al, Presidium Member Abdul
Mannan, and Parishad leaders
Col (rctd) M M Hanif, Fit Sgt
(Retd) Fazlul Huq, Advocate
Mujibur Rahman, Golam Mos-
tafa Khan, and Matiur Rahman.
Editor of I‘Juﬂy Khabar Mizanur
also spoke.

A.hdul Mannan in his speech
thanked the government for
its decision to distribute med-
als among the war heroes but
criticised (t for not ‘properly
evaluating’ the contributions of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his close aides to
the the emergence of Bangla-
desh as independent state.

Col (Retd) Shawgat Ali, MP
alleged that misrule by the
post-75
ned the independent Bangla-
desh, achieved through a bloo-
dy struggle, into a Bangladesh
of the defeated forces of the
war of independence.

Today's Bangladesh is no

more the Bangladesh of Banga-
bandhu, he remarked, it's a

Bangladgsh of ‘Rajakars’ and
‘al-Badars' whom late Preside-
nt Ziaur Rahman and deposed
President Ershad rchabilitated.

The rally was followed by a
cultural function.

raments had tur- .

Tk 20.22 lakh
foreign clothes

seized
By Staff Correspondent

Customs intelligence team
and police in separate hauls
scized foreign clothes worth
about Taka 20.22 lakh in the
city late Friday night.

Police also arrested two
persons and detained them in
the Dhanmondi police custody,
said police.

A customs intelligence téam
following a truck from Tongi
held it at Sonargaon Road in
the city at around 10:30 pm
Friday and seized 15000 yards
of cotton and TC clothes worth
about Taka 18,72,000.

In another incident,
Dhanmondi police held a truck
bearing number Dhaka Bha-
318, scized 1964 metres of
clothes worth about Taka
1.50,000 and arrested two
persons Monir Hossain and
Shaheed at Elephant Road late

Friday night, said police. «

BDR foils BSF
bid to push In
23 more

From Our Correspondent
JESSORE, Dec 12: India
min tried to push-in Bangla-
citizens into Bangla-

I:Il.'l-h through different points
of Jessore border.

According to Bangladesh
Rifles (BNR) sources, they loil-
ed an attempt of BSF to push-
in 23 people through border
village Gateipara under Shar-
sha thana in Jessore at 6 am

today.

Premadasa
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Mintster Begum Khaleda Zia in
honour of both the Shri L.ankan
leader and Pakistan Prime
Minister Mohammad Nawaz
Shartl.

The Shri Lankan President
said several initiatives had
been taken in SAARC and ex-

pressed the hope that they |

would surely move towards
fruition under the leadership
of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, the next SAARC
Chairperson.

He said, “"We have pro-
gressed with the central issues
affecting our people.” These
are, he listed, trade liberaliza-
tibn, economic cooperation,
poverty alleviation and capital
resources for development.

President Premadasa
stressed the need for ensuring
that all countries in the region
be benefited from trade
liberalisation. . Each country
should have easy or free access
for at least one of its products
into the SAARC market, he
suggested.

The Shri Lankan President
termed the poverty alleviation
as one ol the core issues, say-

ing many in the region go hun-

_gry for want of food.

Premadasa, in this connec-
tion, mentioned that PHme
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
had- taken the bold initiative of
prnvidtn? ‘Daal-Bhat’ for the
people of her country.

He underlined the need for
creating opportunities for
those who yearn for work.

Terming the SAARC as a
natural alliance, the Shri
Lankan President said it is
one that is blessed by ancient
tradition. “It is now being sus-
ltaincd by a growing process of
closer cooperation in SAARC.
It will benefit the millons we
are privileged te serve,” he
added.

Princess Anne
re-marries,

breaks 400-yr

roval record

CRATHIE, Scotland, Dec
12: Queen EMzabeth's divorced
daughter Princess Anne made
history today by becoming the
first senior British Royal to re-
marry for 400 years in a sim-
ple ecremony at a tiny granite
church in Scotland.

Anne, 42, and her second
husband naval Commander
Timothy Lauranee, 37,
emerged from the tiny church
in the Scottish highlands close
o the Queen s Balmoral Castle
after a short wedding cere-
mony.

The Princess met Laurence
when he was on the Queen's
stafl in the 1980s but kept
silent about their romance un-
til her divoree from Captain
Mark Phillips in April. Anne
has a son, Peter, and a daugh-
ter, Zara, from her first mar-
riage.

Their private cere
only days alter heir to the
throne Prince Charles and his
wife Diana announced they
were separating, was attended
by a host of other royals.
Princess Diana did not attend.

Sharif visits
Savar

Memorial

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Mian Nawaz
Shartl of Pakistan visited the
National Memorial at Savar
yesterday soon alter his arrival
on a day-long visit to Dhaka.

He signed the visitors' book
and planted a sapling in the
premises of the Memorial.

"Today | have come lo
Bangladesh o express
Pakistan's solidarity in the af-
termath of the tragic incident
of Babri Mosque,” Sharil began
the comments he wrote in the
visitors book at the Memorial
dedicated to the millions of
martyrs of the Liberation War.

The remaining part read: "l
wish the very best to the peo-
ple of Bangladesh and hope
that the rclose tics between
Bangladesh and Pakistan will
become stronger in the days to
come,’

The seeds of the sapling —
Jagaranda mimocilolta or
Neclgul Mohar as they are lo-
cally known — that the
Pakistan Prime Minister
planted were brought by Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
from Harare where they both
attended the Commonwealth
Summit last year.

Sharif stayed in the
Memorial arca lor 22 minutes
and enquired aboutl various
trees already planiced there.

Premadasa places
wreaths at

Savar Memorial

SAVAR (Dhaka), Dec 12:
Shri Lankan President Ranasi-
nghe Premadasa paid tributes
to the martyrs of tLhe
Bangladesh Liberation War by
placing wreaths at the National
Martyrs Memorial here this
moming, reports BSS.

President Premadasa, who
flew in here accompanied by
Minister-in-waiting Energy
Minister Dr AKM Masharraf
llossain, was received by
Works Minister Rafiqul Islam
Mia and GOC Nine Infantry
Division, Major General MA
Matin.

President

memorial where he placed the
wreaths and stood in solemn
silence as the bugle played the

last post.

The visiting dignitary
signed the Visitor's book.
Paying tributes to the un-

known martyrs he wrote:
“These heroes have given their
lives so that their countrymen
live in honour and in peace
and prosperity. | am confident

that the people of Bangladesh
will achieve their objective.’

President Premadasa also
saw the sapling which he had
planted in the memorial
premises on October 4 last.

Shri Lankan
Minister Harold Heral, Shri
Lankan High Commissioner o
Bangladesh Alfred David and
Bangladesh High
Commissioner to Shri Lanka
Shamsher Mobin Chowdhury
were also present.

Sick units may
place proposals
BSB

By Sta Correspondent
The owners of the indus-

trial p Jecl: under Bangla-
desh Sh Bank (BSB) loan

| which have cIthcr become sick

or against which cases are
pending may place specific
proposals to the bank for re-
vamping the units aflter paying
a part of their due loans hy
December 31, 1992,

This was slated by the
Chairman of BSB, A T M
Alamgir in a meeting with over
300 owners of sick industries
Satundey

The owners of the indus
tries facing problem also urged
.he bank authorities to provide
fund and other co-epcrations
for their smooth functioning

Premadasa was
then led to the altar of the

Foreign
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One killed, 52 hurt

in Gaza clashes

JERUSALEM. Dec |2: lsracll soldiers fired on hundreds of

stone- throwing Palestintans

in the occupied Gaza Strip on

., kiling one protester and wounding at least 52 oth-

cr.,

Alr service
accord with
Germany

An air-service agrecment
between Bangladesh and

of seclection of points In
Germany for Bangladesh
Biman's choice, says an official
handout.

Madrasa students
protest assault
on Principal,
- teacher
By Staff Correspondent

Madrasa students demon-
strated in the city in protest
against the assault on a
madrasa Principal and a
teacher near Jagannath Hall of
Dhaka University Saturday.

A senior leader of Khelafat
Andolon and Principal and an-
other teacher of
Mohammadpur Jamyia
Rahmania Madrasa were as-
saulted by a group ol people
in [ront of Jagannath Hall of
the University while they were
passing the area by an auto -
rickshaw Saturday noon.

Madrasa students and sup-
porters of Khelafat Andolon
brought out processions (o
protect the assault in the af-

Khaleda
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Addressing a banquet she

President Ranashinghe Prema-
dasa and Pakistan Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif at Hotel
Sonargaon last night, Khaleda
said, “1 have no doubt our ef-

forts to strengthen our unity
will succeed.”
The Bangladesh Prime

Minister said that together the
lcaders of South Asia must di-
rect their efforts towards that
end. "The people of South Asia
expect their leaders to guide
them in this respect,” Begum
Zia said.

She said that Dhn]u was
fully prepared for holding the
Sew:nth SAARC ‘Summit on
schedule. "However, we are all
aware of the sad developments
that led to iis postponement
by a month.” °

The Prime Minister said
that she was looking forward
to sccing the SAARC leaders
again during Lthe sccond week
of January when the summit
had been re-scheduled.

She said that it.was heart-
ening that all the South Asian
leaders had reaffirmed their
commitment to maintain the
momentum of SAARC. She ex-
pressed her confidence that
the Dhaka summit next month
would achieve its goals.

Welcoming the two leaders
and Madame Premadasa,
Begum Zia said, "We are deeply
honoured by your presence
amidst us ... You are not only
wise leaders of your countries,
but also looked upon as our
trusted friends who invariably
stand by us at times of need.”

"Your presence in Bang-
ladesh at this time is a special
gesture of solidarity and
goodwill for the government
and people of Bangladesh.

Begum Zia recalled her vis-
its to Shri Lanka in December
last year and (o Paklntnn in
A.ugusl last.
| "I cherish fond memories of
the time, however brief, that |
spent in that lovely island,”
' Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
sald referring to her visit to
Shri- Lanka during the sixth
SAARC summit in December
last year.

"My trip to Pakistan was
equally memorable,” she said
recalling her visit 1o Pakistan
in August.

The Prime Minister also
had words of appreciation for
the leadership of President
Premadasa and that of Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif.

She was all praise for the
"dynamic” leadersh of
President Premadasa, in-
cumbent chairman of SAARC.
She said his contributions (o
the cause of SAARC will be

“long remembered ”

gavc in honour of Shri Lankan

reports said, reports AP

Ulema group plans
long-march to

Ayodhya Jan 2

Hmpﬂﬂh_w,
said they would start a long-
march towards Ayodhya in
India on January 2
that the demolished Babri
Moague be rebuilt in fts site,

m.mm
ence at a local hotel on behalf
of the Ulema, Moulana Azizul
Haq called on cross section of
the people irrespective of
party affilation to make the

Progriumne a success.

BJP programme

Immf‘s.:'lﬂull

government does not mowve
SOOT.

MP Sultan Salahuddin
Owaisi, Chairman of the All-
Iindia Babrt Masjid Action
Committee, demanded the
government take ' “immediate
and practical steps” to rebuild
the Mosque, as Rao has
promised to do.

“If the government does not
take immediate steps, the
Muslims should be permitted
to undertake Kar Seva (a build-
ing drive) and reconstruct the
Masjid,” the Press Trust of
India quoted Owaisi as saying
in southern Hyderabad city.

About the same time,
India’'s most important leftist
party, the Communist Party of
India (Marxist), satd it would
meet here Su to discuss
Rao's proposal for a united
front against the BJP and other
communal forces.

The meetings also expecled
to consider eflforts to persuade
influential former Prime.
Minister and Janata Dal leader
Vishwanath Pratap Sirgh to
cnter such a front. He has pre-
viouslv rejected the proposal.

Sharif
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Shri Lankan President R
Premmdasa. -
The Pakistan Prime

Minister sald SAARC would
only be able to achieve ils ob-
jective if all major issues be-
tween member countries were
settled.

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil said the objective of his
visit was also to demonstrate

Pakistan's complete support
and solidarity with annﬁh
at a time when the “evil forces

of fanaticism had plunged the
region into darkness.”

lHe said the Babri Mosque
was a monument of Islamic
heritage in the region and the
desecration of the mosque by
the “sinister forces of intoler-
ance and blind fanaticism” had
shocked the conscience of all
civilised people and at the
same time was a traumalic ex-
pcrience for the Muslims
throughout the world.

“We must control and delfeat
these forces of exitremism
which disrupt the [abric .of
civilised bechaviour,” Prime
Mintisicr Nawaz Sharif said.

Opposition body
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The central body of the All-
parly committee was consti-
tuted with three representa-
tives from each component
part and organisation with the
securing a five-member repre-
scntation.

The district level units of
the Committee would be
formed in consistency with
proportions maintained by the
central level ones, sources in
the central comméttee said.

The local level unils were
also directed to list the num-
ber of victims and estimate the
losses in terms of and
lodge specific charges agamst
those responsible for atiacking
the minority groups with the
local police stations.

The component political
parties of the ‘All-party com-
mittee for communal harmony’
are: Awami League,
CPB, National Awami Party,
Samyabadi Dal, Gono Azadi
League, Workers Party of

Hll’l:lldtlh JlD [Inuj
BSD( uﬂ::ﬂ_-mm

Gonotantri Party, Jatlya Janata
Party and Badruddin Umar-led
Gonotantrik Biplobi Jote.

The socio-cultural or“l
tions of the central
¢lude Sammilita Sangs I:h
Jote. and National Coordi-
nation Committec for Resis-
tance to the Killers and
Collaborators ol 1971,



